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Noise Boys 
  Progression 

3 Men & A Melody 
Skyline 

Ring it on 

Vintage Stock 

Cody 
Choraliers 

And the 

winners 

are….. 

Central States 
Spring Convention 

Photos by Jayne Morden 
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   Great enthusiasm and quality in singing and performing was 
brought to the CSD Spring Convention stage in Wichita, KS.  
Congratulations to the 11 quartets and 7 collegiate quartets and 
the 187 barbershoppers in the choruses who performed. 

   The CSD barbershop family will be cheering for 3 Men & A 
Melody, Skyline, Noise Boys and Progression quartets and 
Ring It On and Vintage Stock as collegiate quartets at the In-
ternational Convention in Kansas City, July 3-10.  Other CSD 
quartets competing out of district may also qualify.  Also, we 
will cheer for the 3 choruses who qualified at last fall’s conven-
tion – The Pathfinders, Heart of America and Central Stan-
dard. 

   Special congratulations to the Plateau A (small) chorus that 
was crowned champions – Cody Choraliers of the Leaven-

worth, Kansas Chapter.  Congratulations are extended to the 
Tristatesmen chorus of the Joplin, Missouri Chapter for being 
the most improved Plateau A Chorus. 

   The Wichita Chapter and its Convention Committee co-
chaired by Kevin Barker  and Barry Barlow  are due a great 
big thank you from the CSD barbershoppers and District offi-
cers for conducting a spring convention so well and seamless.         
   Additionally, the chapter’s Air Capital Chorus prepared and 
placed second in the contest.  If any member has suggestions to 
improve our District Conventions                        please contact 
Jerry Forbes, CSD Convention Chair at jforbes@cableone.net 
or me at kskisers@networksplus.net   

   We owe a great thanks to the District Convention Team 
headed by Jerry Forbes and team members of Don Fuson, 
Jim Bagby, Larry Warrick, Lonnie Miner, Bridget And er-
son, Dave Stock, Jim Nugent, Mark Fuerniss, and Roy 
Rogers. 

   I look forward to seeing many of you at the summer Interna-
tional Convention in Kansas City.  The hosting CSD Heart of 
America Chorus requests volunteers to help manage the Con-
vention.  Two 4-hour shifts are required to qualify for a free 
convention shirt.  Please go to the website to help our Kansas 
City barbershop brothers:  
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?
formkey=dEMyZDgxTU1wY3RVbF9jMktjUjdxb3c6MQ  �   
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   I want to thank the Wichita Chorus for all their help in mak-
ing the Spring Convention such a success.  For those that 
missed this convention, you missed a great time.   We have a lot 
of people going to the International Convention this summer 
because of the fun in Wichita. 

   I also want to thank all the Chorus Managers for their help in 
making the Wichita convention so easy in the registration de-
partment.  You used the system and it worked very well.  Thank 
you. 

   We will use the same system for the fall registration in Kan-
sas City.  Chorus managers and groups over 8 will find the 
group registration easier if they will fill out the Excel form, 
email it to me and wait for instructions about payment.  When 
you email me, please copy your Treasurer and Secretary so they 
know what the cost will be and where to send the Chorus check.  
It is important to check each member’s membership for compli-
ance to sing on stage.  If you have a new member, he must be in 
good standing with the society.  He, his guest and the man of 
note and guest are permitted to have a front area seat.  We do 
try to make sure they are all seated in the right area. 

   We are all looking forward to being in Kansas City for the 
Fall CSD Convention.  I am sure we will have as much fun 
there as we had in Wichita. �  

Thank you Wichita Convention  
������������ ��������	
	�
��
��������������
��
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   It was a relatively small but power-packed 
competition field at the 2011 spring Central States District con-
vention in Wichita, which was blessed by windy but mild 
weather and a dedicated host team pressed into action at almost 
the last minute. 

   Four quartets qualified to represent CSD at international com-
petition this summer in Kansas City: 3 Men & A Melody, Sky-
line, Noise Boys and Progression. In addition, the collegiate 
competition produced two more qualifiers for the international 
contest at K.C.'s Sprint Center -- Ring It On and Vintage 
Stock, with perennial contenders Butler Smorgaschords just a 
hair away from a possible wildcard. 

   In the chorus competition, Leavenworth grabbed the Plateau 
A title with 828 points, a solid 69-point average. The 30-voice 
Cody Choraliers, directed by Jerry Garrard, topped a field of 
six Plateau A competitors. The reigning AA champs, Kansas 
City Metro, competed for score only and polished its Kansas 
City package. 

   The host Air Capital Chorus, bolstered by a best-in-show 
72.5 Presentation score, finished second in the chorus battle 
with 813 points and a 67.8 average. Springfield's Sho-Me 
Statesmen were third at 790 and 65.8. Joplin's Tristatesmen 
earned the Plateau A most-improved honor for 2011. 

   Another highlight on the April 9 weekend was the mic tester 
chorus, the brainchild of CSD Youth in Harmony Vice Presi-
dent Duane Lawson -- not coincidentally a product of the Butler 
County Community music program. Valerie Mack's show 
choirs on the El Dorado, Kan., campus, just east of Wichita, 
have been turning out top barbershop quartets -- all named 
Smorgaschords -- since our collegiate competition began in 
1992. 

   Lawson got about 20 Smorgaschord alumni together for a 
couple of rehearsals and they smoked two songs, under the di-
rection of Wichita's Matt Webber, to get the chorus contest off 
to a rousing start. And the group returned at the end of the con-
test as Lawson presented Valerie a plaque from CSD in recog-
nition of her support of barbershopping over the years. She then 
directed the group in another song. 

   All four quartet qualifiers are no strangers to CSD, having 
already earned the district championship. But top qualifier 3 
Men have a new face since last prelims: veteran tenor Rob 
Mathieu replacing the retired Chris Droegemueller. Joining 
lead Eric Derks, baritone Brad Stephens and bass Brian Bel-
lof, the Kansas City area foursome topped the field easily with 
1,979 points and a solid A average. They also hogged the audi-

3 Men & A Melody 

ence favorite awards, taking home all four individual voice 
honors in the annual "You Be the Judge Contest" (see separate 
story elsewhere in this Serenade). 

   Skyline, last year's CSD champs and current international 
semifinalists, were solid with 1,913 points while trying out 
some brand-new material. Quartet members from the Kansas 
City and Milwaukee area are (top to bottom) Jake Pirner, Tim 
Zielke, Josh Umhoefer and Mike Louque (luke). 

   Veteran foursome Noise Boys kept the pedal to the metal, 
relying primarily on big tags, and the formula worked well for 
1,843 points. Members of the far-flung foursome are Byron 
(Beemo) Myers ll, Curt Angel, Don Connor and Jeff Veteto. 

   Our reigning CSD champs, Progression, hit the qualifying 
score of 76 points per judge on the nose. Headed for the big 
dance are Matt Suellentrop, Mark Wheeler, Mark Keever 
and Chris Lowry from St. Louis and St. Charles. 

   Matt will be doing a lot of dancing in K.C., because he's also 
the tenor of the new CSD champion collegiate quartet, Ring It 
On, who represent the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Matt 
also sings with the Ambassadors of Harmony, and he has been 
accepted as a Contest Administrator candidate in the Society's 
contest and judging program. AND he's in line to succeed Law-
son as district YIH veep. Otherwise, he has nothing to do. Other 
members of Ring It On are Graeme Allen, Ravi Raghuram 
and Jordan Black. �  

CSD Qualifies Four at Wichita 
for International in KC  

Leavenworth Plateau A Champ;  

Two Collegiate Advance  

By Jim Bagby, CSD  

C&J Vice President  

International Semifinalist Quartet  

Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 

eric@3menandamelody.com 

Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 

brad@3menandamelody.com 

   Karen Nanninga here, and it has been fun putting together 
the May issue of the Serenade.  It is hard to meet Dave’s stan-
dards but he had good reason to have someone else do it this 
time.  That excuse won’t work again Dave.  Many thanks to 
Roy Rogers and Harvey Kiser for all the great help.  Roy, I 
hope to meet you in Kansas City and see just who it is that has 
been so much help.  �  
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   Congratulations on a GREAT Convention in Wichita. Your 
Midwest hospitality was heart-warming. As always, I look for-
ward to your comments and/or questions. Email:             
dwaynecoop@aol.com 

   Summary of 2011 Spring Meeting of the Society Board 
The Society Board met on Friday, March 25th and Saturday, 
March 26th at the Society offices in Nashville. Alan Valentine, 
President and CEO of the Nashville Symphony gave a keynote 
address and told the story of the turn-around of his non-profit 
organization. Board members were privileged to be able to tour 
the Schermerhorn Symphony Center. 

   The first order of business on Saturday was to receive official 
notice of the upcoming retirement of our Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Ed Watson. Ed has served with distinction and led the 
Society through some difficult transitions over the past 5 years. 
Ed will remain in office until after the Kansas City convention. 
President Alan Lamson will appoint a committee to oversee 
the CEO transition. 

   Dwayne Cooper, Society Treasurer, introduced Becky 
Harrell,  Audit Partner with Kraft CPAs, our audit firm in 
Nashville. Becky presented the results of the 2010 consolidated 
audit. The Board discussed the report and asked questions to 
more fully understand the numbers and required footnote dis-
closures. Society CFO Heather Verble gave the financial re-
port. Net income through two months of the new fiscal year 
was $129,472 which was significantly better than budget due to 
a very successful Midwinter Convention in Las Vegas. 

   Written reports were received from the Operations Team 
committees and Board Standing Committees. The Board also 
received a report from the Strategic Planning Task Force. The 
three primary areas of focus recommended by the task force are 
membership growth, creation of new chapters and development 
of an enhanced external focus. 

   CEO Ed Watson reported our total membership as of the date 
of the meeting is 25,002, which is up from year-end. An addi-
tional license kit has been issued to bring the total of out-
standing license kits to 13. A group in Spain is poised to be-
come an official affiliate of the Society but no official action 
has yet come to the Board for action. Chapter Achievement 
Program results are finalized for the 2010 cycle. The number of 
chapters participating was 327, or 41%. The results will be 
tabulated and shared with the Board, Districts and participating 
chapters.  

   The pace of registrations for Kansas City has picked up and 
we are now on pace to reach the budgeted level of 6,250.  

   The next regular meeting of the Society Board will be in Kan-
sas City the week of the International Convention �  

   Our third annual "You Be the Judge" audience participation 
contest in Wichita came out looking as if 3 Men & A Melody 
had their groupies out in force. Or as if the Kansas City and 
Warsaw, Mo.-based foursome dominated the scoresheets, 
which they also did. 

   When about 200 ballots were counted from the just-for-fun 
competition Friday night, 3 Men claimed all four of the favorite 
individual voice parts: tenor for Rob Matheiu, lead for Eric 
Derks, baritone honors for Brad Stephens and by a landslide, 
Brian Bellof was voted favorite bass. 

   3 Men's "Hit That Jive, Jack" also was voted favorite uptune. 
No. 2 qualifier Skyline, whose membership comes half from 
the Kansas City and half from the Milwaukee area, earned the 
audience favorite ballad nod with "Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow" -- fitting for a contest in Kansas! 

   In the category for most entertaining song, the home team 
scored, Wichita's Prairie Fire winning for the second straight 
year with "Grandma's Featherbed." And Prairie Fire's western 
wear garb, including classy matching black leather hats, won 
over the crowd for favorite attire, just ahead of Omaha Prime's 
light-up-the-room canary yellow suits. 

   If you have ideas for improving this contest, contact perennial 
administrator Lyle Rolofson at lrolofson@aol.com  �  

3 Men Dominate YBTJ Contest 
By Jim Bagby 

District Liaison 
Report 

 by Dwayne Cooper,  

CSD Society Board Liaison 
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�    Approved the merger of two Kansas Chapters – McPherson 
and Hutchinson with the new one to be called Central Kan-
sas Chapter. 

�     Ratified the John Stucker Encouragement Award for a small 
chorus competing for the first time or competing for the 
first time in five years at the spring contest; a traveling 
trophy with individual plaque. 

 �    Accepted the 2010 financial review and approved all the 
2010 District expenditures. 

�     Agreed to a CSD presentation on the wide screen at the 
International Convention congratulating the CSD qualifi-
ers. 

 �    Agreed by consensus to hold the next District Leadership 
Academy in November instead of next February depending 
upon availability of an appropriate conference facility. 

�     Reviewed the process of chapters electing the 2012-13 State 
Vice Presidents for Iowa and Kansas. 

 �    Approved to accept the Society’s position that there is “not 
sufficient support to move in the direction of consolidating 
preliminary contests” into one District contest. 

 �     President Kiser asked the State VPs to coordinate the 
chapter visitations in their states with him or other District 
leaders conducting the visits as part of the Society/Districts 
visitation program. (See EVP Dean Beckman’s article for 
more details.) 

  �   Moved that a collegiate quartet competing in the spring 
would not be eligible for novice status in a subsequent fall 
contest.   Any two individuals from that quartet still could 
qualify for a novice quartet with two other members who 
had never competed at the district level.    

  �    Supports developing a District-wide youth chorus to par-
ticipate in the 2012 Midwinter Convention Youth Festival 
to be in Tucson, Arizona. �  

Actions of the CSD Board 
of Directors  

Spring      Convention 
2011 

By Mark Fuerniss,  
CSD Secretary 

   I have no idea what I said a year ago when I got this award. 
But I hope you know how honored I am. Let me thank you 
again as sincerely as I can. And, let me tell you as honestly as I 
can that when it comes to the contest and judging duties in our 
great Central States District, my wife, Joann, does more work 
than I do. Also, I get a great deal of help and support from the 
other members of the district C & J Committee: Dale Comer 
and Kevin Keller. 
   Now, it's my great pleasure to bring you the new Barbershop-
per of the year. Most presentations like this begin with a list of 
all the things the honoree has done. I want to tell you what this 
guy has not done. Despite having one of the most time-
consuming jobs in the district, he has never complained (except 
maybe in the privacy of his own home; Vicki would be the only 
one who could tell you that). 
   He has never faced a challenge he could not handle.  He has 
never arrived at a convention site unprepared. Despite having 
one of the most demanding CSD jobs, he has never said "no" to 
a district president who asked him to take it on again, since he 
first inherited his position more years ago than he probably 
would like to count. He has never turned down additional re-
sponsibilities. At the chapter level, he has never refused when 
asked to accept an office. Although this award has no direct 
connection with chapter activities, we often hear it said of an 
honoree - including me - " he has held every office except sec-
retary and treasurer." This guy has held them all, plus musical 
leadership roles as well. 
   And, maybe most surprising - through dealing with dozens of 
last-minute changes, barbershoppers who can't make up their 
minds, others who ask for favors and outsiders who have no 
clue how our conventions operate, I never have heard him raise 
his voice or get flustered. This man was born on Christmas Day 
and he has been a gift to the Society since he became a member 
30 years ago. He has been our district housing chairman for the 
past decade, and on top of that he rewrote the district conven-
tion manual. 
   From Des Moines, Iowa, the 2010 Central States Barber-
shoppper of the year, Larry Warrick. �  

Larry Warrick Named CSD 
BOTY for 2010 
By Jim Bagby, 2009 BOTY 

Larry Warrick with his wife Vicki on stage at 
the Orpheum      

Photo by Jayne Morden 
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   Those of us working in Sales and Marketing in our DAY jobs 
know all about “rejection”. 
   Do you remember asking a girl if she’d go to the high school 
Homecoming dance, Prom, etc.? Our knees were knocking to-
gether hoping they’d say yes. Sometimes it worked. Sometimes 
it was a mismatch. You got over it. You moved on. Looking 
back, many of us thank our lucky stars we got turned down 
because we later found Miss RIGHT!! 
   Why do some of our members have multiple Man of Note 
Awards and others have ZERO?  
I believe their differences can be summed up as follows: 

 1. They know it takes about 7 to 9 “No thank you re-
sponses” to get to the YES. It’s a numbers game. Al-
ways remember – they’re NOT rejecting YOU. Per-
haps this isn’t the right time. I’ve had guests drag their 
feet for months / years…then…when the time was 
right = THEY JOINED ! 

2.   They are confident and believe in the Barbershop Har-
mony Society and their home chapter and the ability to 
ENRICH A MAN’S LIFE.  

3.  They are confident in their home chapter. (Organized, 
exciting, fun, quality singing, pro-active leadership, 
etc.). 

4.  They’re excited and enthusiastic – they visit with as 
many guys they can about singing and encourage their 
‘prospect’ to tag along some night for a chapter meet-
ing / rehearsal and check it out. Some make it a point 
to ask a prospect once a week. We look around and we 
know who these guys are. Why should we leave it up 
to a few ‘good guys who care’ about whether their 
chapter survives? We all have ‘skin in the game’. 

5.  They are confident – once they escort their guest into 
the rehearsal hall – they will be met by other like-
minded male singers and will be genuinely extended a 
WARM  WELCOME , introduced to the Director and 
other leaders.  

6   They are confident – the chapter meeting is carefully 
planned and exciting with heavy doses of fun, jokes, 
singing, relaxation and satisfaction. 

7   They are confident – at the end of the evening – they 
have a quality PRODUCT and their guests sincerely 
felt at home and met 20, 30, 40 new friends that eve-
ning.  

8.  Most important – the guest is invited to return next 
week by 100% of the chapter membership, including 
Director(s). 

9..  Equally important – NEVER abandon them after 
they join. Nurture them for the first year. If we neglect 
to do so – this falls into the 38% of new members who 
drop out after the first year.  

10. Treasure their friendship and membership as a 
Brother Barbershopper. We are a very special organi-
zation like no other.  

11   Remember = Success breeds success.    
                                                 

SUPER OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS NEW MEM-
BERS AND RE-ENERGIZE VETS IN YOUR 
CHAPTER: 

.Get as many members to the International Convention in 

Kansas City -  July 3-10, 2011 

.It’s right here in our own backyard, boys. 

.The best of the best are coming to Central States. Do not 

miss this WONDERFUL opportunity. �  

Who in the world 
likes to be told NO? 

Mike Scott, 

CSD Membership VP 
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By Gale Demaree,  
SOP coordinator 

   Congratulations to everyone who per-
formed in Wichita in April and special 

thanks to the District and Host Convention team, and Wichita 
Chapter hosts for putting together another excellent convention 
in Wichita. Special thanks to Jerry Forbes, Barry Barlow, and 
Kevin Barker  and the Wichita, Kansas host chapter. Thanks 
also to all the competitors. Everyone had a great time ! I'll never 
think of "Hello Mary Lou" quite the same again. 

    As you will notice in this issue, just as soon as we finish one 
convention plans are starting to take shape for the Fall conven-
tion. Hope you are starting to make your plans. While anyone 
can attend the convention, if your quartet or chorus wishes to 
compete and take advantage of free coaching, there are three 
things to remember: your chorus/quartet needs to ENTER the 
contest by using the CJ-20 form. Each contestant must be a paid 
up member of the Society, district and chapter and REGISTER 
for the convention. And, it is strongly suggested that everyone 
avail themselves of the official convention hotels by making a 
hotel RESERVATION. Using convention hotels gives the dis-
trict the opportunity to use meeting rooms for meetings, warm-
ups, evaluations, and afterglows. Deadlines are contained in this 
issue or will be forthcoming. 

   Although any size chapter can enter their chorus in either the 
Spring or Fall contest, the Spring contest is primarily for small, 
plateau A choruses, choruses from chapters with fewer than 40 
members as of December 31, 2010 as reported by the Society in 
early January, 2011. Choruses from chapters of 40 members or 
more but less than 76 on December 31, 2010 are classified as 
AA choruses. Choruses from chapters with at least 75 members 
are classified as AAA. AA and AAA choruses compete in the 
Fall. The highest scoring chorus will represent the Central 
States District in the International Convention in 2012 to be 
held in Portland, Orgeon, July 1-8, 2012. 

   A few informational items from the Spring convention. Youth 
In Harmony Vice President, Duane Lawson is putting together 
a collegiate chorus to represent Central States District in Tuc-
son at mid-winter convention, January 17 - 22, 2011. If you are 
interested or know someone who might be, contact Duane. 

   Plans are for a November Leadership Academy this fall rather 
than in February of next year. Be sure to get your officers 
elected and send them to the Leadership Academy for orienta-
tion. Other chapter members are also welcome to learn more-
about barbershop singing. 

   Finally, hopefully your chapter has filed necessary 990 forms 
and had a financial review. Deadlines were May 1. You're not 
finished until you have reported on the Society website. Is your 
chapter up-to-date on its incorporation status in your state? 
These items are necessary for your chapter to retain its 501(c)3, 
educational, non-profit status, not only important to you but 
also to your benefactors. 

Good luck to our representatives in Kansas City this summer. 
Kansas is close enough, we all should be able to attend. �  

 Words from your 
Secretary 

By Mark Fuerniss, CSD Secretary 

   Our goal is to strengthen our Standing Ovation Program in 
CSD by recruiting and qualifying more reviewers. We also plan 
to develop SOP resources at the chapter level by qualifying 
chorus and quartet members to be SOP advisors in the chapter. 
To reach these goals, we ask that chapter administrators nomi-
nate members of their chapters to be trained as reviewers or to 
be trained to be SOP advisors in their chapters. We invite all 
quartets and choruses to submit the name of at least one mem-
ber of their unit to receive coaching from experienced reviewers 
so they can be SOP advisors within their units. It is intended 
that the chapter level SOP advisors will be able to assist in 
planning for performances by avoiding factors that can detract 
from the entertainment value of the performance and to suggest 
factors that can add to the performance.  
   As we qualify more members to be reviewers, we anticipate 
that we will have better geographic coverage in the district. By 
limiting travel requirements, we can better respond to requests 
for reviews.   
   In order to avoid the cost of training advisors and additional 
reviewers, we propose to accomplish the training by distance 
learning. We plan to eliminate travel cost by providing a basic 
SOP manual and assigning experienced reviewers to function as 
mentors using e-mail correspondence. A basic manual is being 
developed to serve as a reference resources for  candidate re-
viewers and advisors.  
   We need you to send your nominations for SOP trainees to: 
Gale Demaree, SOP Coordinator: hgdem@cox.net �  

   There will be many volunteer opportunities in Kansas City 
during the International Convention, July 3 - 10, 2011. We are 
encouraging all Central States District barbershoppers and their 
wives to work at least two shifts at the convention. If you are 
willing to work for two 4-hour shifts on any days of the con-
vention, you will receive a commemorative oxford-cloth con-
vention-volunteer shirt featuring the 2011 logo. 
   All committee choices are listed on the volunteer signup web-
site and you can sign up for any many shifts as you can handle. 
It will surely be a memorable occasion and one that will be ap-
preciated by those who attend. To volunteer, go to the Heart of 
America Chorus website, HOAChorus.Com, and click on the 
link to volunteer for the 2011 convention. Your help will be 
greatly appreciated. See you in Kansas City in July.�  
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��������� �����
	�����

    What a wonderful weekend in Wichita!  Not only was the 
weather 40 degrees warmer but the singing was fantastic.  Con-
gratulations to everybody that participated won and qualified.  
If the quality of singing was any indication of where CSD is at, 
look out Kansas City in the fall!  Looking at the schedule I am 
excited to see that the spring contest/convention will arrive 
close to the border in Omaha.  I will anticipate that South  Da-
kota will have three or four small chapters compete. 

   South Dakota Festival was back on schedule this year taking 
place at the Goss Opera House in Watertown.  What a place to 
sing.  This year we had just under 60 members show up and 
learn some new singing technique along with a day of fellow-
ship.  Each chorus that was there took advantage of the teaching 
quartet and had over an hour of work on the risers perfecting 
their sound.  After putting the finishing touch on each song the 
chorus members took the stage and sang two songs on the eve-
ning show.  Quartets also stepped out and sang a song while on 
stage with the chorus.  When the last chorus was finished, the 
guest quartet Wireless took the stage.  That was followed by the 
mass chorus singing two songs.  They announced the Barber-
shopper of the Year and I am honored and humbled to say that I 
was selected this year!  What a way to end the day.  We look 
forward to next years host Sioux Falls and we hope to double 
the attendance for the event. 

   Watertown also the hosted their fifth Youth in Harmony 
Event and it was bigger than ever!  Over 60 kids from around 
the area spent a day with Pete Benson learning more about bar-
bershop singing.  Pete did a wonderful job and we recommend 
him to anybody looking for help.  Next year we anticipate over 
80 youth attending the event and can’t wait for it to come. 

   I will be out and about over the next four months and will 
visit with each chapter in South Dakota.  The intention of the 
visit is very simple I want to help you be a bigger and better 
chorus.  I want to know what not only CSD can do to help you 
out but society as well.  Like so many choruses, it seems that 
we are getting fewer and fewer members on the risers and that 
is a trend that we need to start moving the other direction.  To-
gether we can figure this out and grow stronger.  Keep a smile 
on your face and keep singing.  �  

Wonderful  
Wichita 

Weekend  
South Dakota VP 

By Tim Ries    As many of you are unaware, we have many 
ways for Chorus Directors and Chapters to have continuing 
education brought right to your Chapter, if you are willing to 
put forth a small amount of effort to get this education to you or 
a couple Chapters close to you. 
   As VP of Chorus Director Development, I'd like to not only 
become a well educated barbershopper, but I'd also like to give 
back to my fellow brothers in harmony by spreading the word 
about these programs. 
   I'm looking for a small committee to help spread the gospel of 
available training. If you would like to help spread the word, 
please email me directly at Jerry_Garrard@hotmail.com 

   Also to learn more about each program offered go to… 
http://www.barbershop.org/education/director-education/direct-
home.html 
   Or shoot me an email and I'll do what I can to get you the 
training or point you in the right direction. 
Thanks for reading this short article and let's get you what 
you've always wanted... MORE!!! �  

-What? Training will 
come to me and my    

chapter… 
Jerry Garrard  

CSD VP Chorus Director Development 
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LET US HEP YA !  

 
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce  

  

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  
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2001 CSD Senior champs 

2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 

Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 
kschweer@kc.rr.com 

District recognizes BCC  
Music Educator  

by Duane Lawson, CSD  

Youth In Harmony  VP 

   The CSD spring convention in Wichita, KS, marked the 20th 
anniversary of the Society’s collegiate barbershop quartet con-
test. Since 1992, there has been a name that has crossed the 
stage in most of those years: The Butler Smorgaschords from 
Butler County College in El Dorado, Kansas. 

   Along with show choir and several music groups, the barber-
shop quartet is a class on the El Dorado campus under the di-
rection of Valerie Lippoldt Mack . Although there was one 
group that has won the district collegiate champion title, it has 
seldom been the goal for this group. BCC is a two-year commu-
nity college and the structure of the quartet in most cases is to 
have 2 freshman and 2 sophomores, so the leadership is always 
passed on from year to year. 

   Valerie knows that sending the Smorgaschords to competi-
tion allows them to perform for the best barbershop crowd in 
our Society and get coaching and feedback from our out-
standing judges. (I sing in “Last Call” if a judge is reading 
this!) 

   This year, with the timing of the contest and location, the 
stars aligned, allowing the CSD to give well-deserved recogni-
tion to Mrs. Mack for her support of the Barbershop Har-
mony Society.  In addition, a group of BCC alumni formed to 
sing for the presentation and was also asked to learn a few 
songs for the mic tester chorus. As a proud member of the 
alumni, I can say it was a wonderful experience to sing under 
the direction of Valerie Lippoldt Mack once again, and to 
present her the plaque from the district. �  

   Who wants to be in the Midwest in the cold winter during 
January 20 and 21? How about joining a district wide youth 
chorus to participate in the Youth Festival at our Midwinter 
Convention in Tucson, Arizona. 

   That is right! The district leadership has assigned a priority 
and rally call to put together a chorus from members of the 
Central States District. There are a few more details to nail 
down and hopefully by the time you are reading this, all the 
details will be taken care of. 

   Our plan is to have some groups around the district practice 
together with the understanding that there may be some people 
interested that will have to practice on their own. With the lead-
ership of Matt Suellentrop and myself, we will help select mu-
sic with learning media and we are in contact to have one of our 
gold medalists from our district, direct the chorus at Tucson. 

I am going to throw out a deadline of September 01, 2011 to 
decide if you are going to participate in the District Youth Cho-
rus. The competition is growing very big and deadlines to enter 
are early. This should entice you by now and if not, you can 
hear about it when we get back. Contact me at DUANELAW-
SON@EMBARQMAIL.COM  if you are interested and want to 
start learning the music. 

Calling all men  
under 30  !  

by Duane Lawson, CSD  
Youth In Harmony  VP 
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   The CSD HISTORICAL DISPLAY PROJECT has been a 
labor of love for me and a team effort that began in 1998.   That 
year, Audrey and I accompanied Gale and Helen Demaree  to 
a Southwestern District Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas .  
There, we saw a fantastic collection  of SWD memorabilia dis-
played by Historian Grady Kerr.  
   The first CSD History Room appeared at the 1999 Spring 
Convention in Sioux City.  The first display showed the geo-
graphical changes in the district from 1946 through the present 
day.   
   I want to thank people who have provided  invaluable assis-
tance in donating artifacts, time, money, energy and encourage-
ment to the Historical Display Project of the Central States Dis-
trict.  I am afraid that I will forget somebody, so if I have omit-
ted your name, please be assured that you are somewhere in my 
thoughts.   
   I want to thank all of the chapters, choruses, quartets and eve-
ryone who has participated in district events over the years, but 
I want to give special thanks to people who helped make the 
historical display what it is today.  In no particular order, I want 
to thank: 
1.  Gale and Helen Demaree for encouragement and direction 

and help loading and unloading;  

2.  ,Grady Kerr ,  Southwest District Historian for inspiration; 

3. Ev Nau, for copies of many early Harmonizers; 

4. John Marshall, CSD president who gave the ok to begin; 
5.  Jay Bond who helped establish the format and created dis-

plays, for Orphans, Cavaliers, Four Cavaliers, SK 
Grundy and others; 

6  *Herb Crapson, early CSD historian who kept a scrapbook 
for Central Association of Chapters; 

7*Fred Wagaman, CSD Historian, continued collecting and 
cataloging photos, score sheets, convention programs and 
other memorabilia;  

8  David Kraus Past CSD Historian collected information 
about early years in Kansas City; 

9  *Gil and Donna Lefholz, identified faces on many early 
photographs; 

10  Jim Bagby, donated RR4 and HOA histories and archival 
video tapes; 

11  *Bob Frankenfeld, created displays for 1968 & 1969, and 
donated Buffalo Bills albums; 

12  Jerry Easter created displays for 1977 and 1979; 

13  Ken Schroer, created display for 1978; 
14 *Winston Rashleigh, created display for 1981...the only 

one on a black board; 

15  Ron Abel, created displays for 1982 and 1983; 

16  Jim Griffith, created displays for 1986 & 1987; 

17  Bob Swenson, created displays for 1988 & 1989; 

18  Fred Teller created displays for 1990 and 1991; 
19 Dale Schulz, created displays for 1992, 1993 & 1994, and 

donated history of Lifeblood Experiment; 

20  John Marshall, created dsplays for  1999 & 2000; 
21  Arlo Moore family donated extensive collection of early 

recordings; 
22  Len Bjella donated early chorus photos from Cedar Rapids 

and photos of the Vigortones; 
23  Bob Nance, Dick Leighton and Dean Kruse, donated 

Vigortones display; 

24  Dan Henry Bowser, donated Merry Mugs display; 

25 *Mr. and Mrs. Jean Coleman, Keynoters display; 

26  Dennis Paulsen, created Seniors Quartet displays; 
27 *John Petterson, wrote numerous promotional articles in 

Serenade; 

28  Dave Stock, donated many early issues of Serenade; 
29  Wade Dexter, donated Historical photos and first issue of 

the Serenade; 

30  Bill McLaurine, Ron Morden, Byron Myers, Don Fuson, 
Don Blank, Harvey Kiser, Dean Beckman for pledging 
to continue project into  the next decade. 

31 Jurassic Larks donated memorabilia;   
32  Norm Schryer, created Buccaneers and Pitchikers dis-

plays; 
33  Dale Heiliger, donated Keymasters District Champion 

trophy from 1949 and other historical memorabilia; 

34  Chuck Scherz, donated early record albums; 

35  *Merrill Aitchison , donated CSD record albums; 
36  Paul Cartwright, repaired the Herb Crapson wooden note-

book; 
37  Harlan Knoke, created and printed identification banner 

for each yearly display, 64 total; 
38  Gene Maaske, donated Buffalo Bills and other antique 

recordings; 

39  Ron McIntire, donated copies of early district directories; 
40  Joe Milspaugh, donated photos of early CSD leaders from 

Wichita and recordings of Beacon Four; 
41  Don Newman, scrapbook of photos and other items from 

late Bill Baird of Topeka; 

42  Gene Ziemet, history of Dubuque Chapter; 

43  Tom Knoebber, created Topeka Chapter diplay; 

44  Bruce Anderson donated the Sam Cohen Trophy; 
45  Helen Smiley donated the first two albums recorded by the 

Society (1947 and 1948); 
46  Jay Woodard related stories of his father, Roy who helped 

start several early chapters in CSD; 
47  All of the past CSD secretaries who kept and cataloged 

documents from almost every year of our existence; 
48  Everyone who edited or wrote an article for the SERE-

NADE; 

49  Audrey Nugent, my wife. 

*deceased    �  

Thanks   
from Jim Nugent, Central State Historian 
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   I am pleased to have attended the Spring Convention in Wich-
ita. The Air Capital  Chorus did a fantastic job of providing a 
well run convention and I have heard of no complaints from our 
barbershopping community. Thanks to everyone in the Wichita 
area for a terrific experience. A special thanks to Barry Barlow 
and Kevin Barker . What a fantastic competition ! Congrats go 
to all the competitors. I was especially pleased with the number 
of collegiate competitors and the special performances of the 
Smorschord Alumni Chorus. What a great weekend of superb 
music ! I know that Jim Bagby will be providing a detailed re-
port regarding the scores and qualifying quartets so be sure you 
check out his article.  

   A number of important issues were discussed in the House of 
Delegates meeting and the District Board meeting. One of the 
important topics is the Society-required Chapter Visitation Pro-
gram. This visitation program was initiated at the Mid-Winter 
Society Convention last January. The Society determined that 
before 12-31-2011, every chapter in the United States will have 
a personal visit by a Society officer,  District officer or their 
designee. The District Presidents agreed whole heartily in this 
plan and have been working to successfully complete this ob-
jective/goal as set by the Society Board. CSD is now in prepa-
ration to begin this program in the very near future. A district 
officer, State VP or Program VP from our district will be in 
contact with each chapter's President or Board officer to make 
arrangements to come to a chapter meeting, maybe have a bite 
to eat with a Chapter Board and attend the entire chapter meet-
ing. It is hoped that there can be an exchange of ideas of how 
we might become a better organization, district or chapter, and 
a voicing of any concerns chapter members have...and also 
share in singing some Barbershopper tunes. The visiting dele-
gate will report back to BHS those concerns heard from the 
chapter and share all of the great and positive things that the 
chapter is doing as well. Please look forward to getting a call 
from a district person to make arrangements for a visit. Please 
remember that this is a friendly visit from folks that care about 
your chapter's success and what we all can do to help provide 
better service to your chapter. 

   Last, but not least, I want to say congratulations to Larry 
Warrick our convention housing chair for being awarded the 
distinct privilege of being named the Barbershopper of the 
Year for the district. Larry has worked hard for the district for 
years and deserves this honor. Thanks Larry !  �  
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CSD Executive VP 

   In January, the Society CSLT Committee met in Las Vegas. 
Society leadership has indicated that the LT (Leadership Train-
ing) part of CSLT has been the focus for the last two or three 
years, and that this year the focus should swing to the CS 
(Chapter Support) part of the mission. Part of this effort will be 
the conducting of a personal visit to every chapter by a Society 
representative during 2011. Committee members are reviewing 
the existing training modules of the Society and making needed 
upgrades. I have reviewed the Leadership and Chapter Devel-
opment modules and recommended several upgrades and updat-
ing. Plans for an EVP Training module were also discussed. 
The CSD Leadership Academy was held February 4 - 6 in St. 
Joseph, Missouri.   

   Twelve outstanding facilitators brought their skills to bear in 
ten classes attended by 100 chorus members from twenty chap-
ters. Highlights of the event were the Afterglow performances 
of Listen Up! and Voices Unlimited, the great turnout for tag 
singing Friday night, and the new music learned and performed 
by the attendees. Preliminary evaluations point to a joyful and 
successful session and preliminary figures show the event ex-
tremely close to budget.    

  As the excitement of the Leadership Academy subsides, CSLT 
leadership in the Central States District will soon be turning its 
attention to fulfilling an ambitious part of our charge for 2011 - 
developing a "portable" Leadership Academy to make available 
to chapters that typically cannot attend the full Academy due to 
cost and distance concerns. This innovative approach to in-
creasing opportunities for chapters has been discussed for some 
time, but 2011 will see us putting details into place, and we 
hope to be able to conduct a trial run late in the calendar year. 
Stay tuned for more information as this effort progresses. 

   In order to carry these activities forward, the District Presi-
dent has asked each program VP to assemble a team of mem-
bers who will commit to furthering the district's goals in each 
area. I am putting together the CSLT team now and I would 
welcome volunteers to work with us this year. �  

Innovation 
planned for 
Leadership  
Academy 

By David Montgomery,  
VP, CSLT 

   Late-breaking word just before the Serenade dead-
line: Voices Unlimited from the Kansas City Chapter quali-
fied in the Land of Lakes District, giving CSD five represen-
tatives at the Society International Competition in Kansas 
City this summer! Quartet members are Micah Jeppesen, 
Mark Fortino, John Fortino  and Shaun Whisler.  
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Local President's Class taught by Bob Swenson and        
John Marshall  

Two CSD quartets, Listen Up! and Voices Unlim-
ited entertained the Leadership Academy partici-

pants  at the Saturday evening afterglow. 

The Tristatemen Chorus, Joplin, Missouri chap-
ter was the most improved Plateau A Chorus at 

the Spring convention.   
 

Leadership Academy photos  
from Don Blank 

Membership Class taught by Byron Myers�

Two classes joined together to sing 

All academy attendees at morning briefing 

Bill Hanson, president of the Manhattan, Kansas Chapter 
receiving from Roy Rogers on behalf of Karen Nanninga an 
award from the CSD for winning first place for the InCider 

Press in the CSD Electronic Bulletin contest  
Photo by Jayne Morden 



��������� �����	

� �����

�

   Jim and Audrey Nugent are presented a certifi-
cates of appreciation from the District for 12 years 
service as District Historians. Jim and Audrey have 
spent countless hours gathering historical materials, 
preparing display boards and manning the CSD His-
tory Room at our conventions . They plan to retire 
this year from that position. Heartfelt Thanks goes 
to them for all their exceptional work!  �  

Lonnie Miner, Convention registrar is wondering 
“What did I do to deserve this”. 

Photos by Jayne Morden 



May 7 - Topeka, Kansas, First Church of the Nazarene 

May 7 – Denison, Iowa 

May 21 – Overland Park, Kansas,  

Bishop Miege High School (2 shows) 

May 7, Des Moines, Iowa, , Chapter 
two performances  

May 22 – Ord, Nebraska 

June 3-4 - Cedar Rapids, Iowa, (3 shows) 

June 18 – St. Charles, Missouri,  
Touhill Performing Arts Center (2 shows) 

July 3 – Kansas City, Missouri, Midland Theatre  

November 5, 2011 – Sioux Falls, SD 
Washington High School 

Dec. 9-11 – St. Charles, Missouri,  
Touhill Performing Arts Center (5 shows) 

2012 Chapter Shows 

March 31, 2012 – Algona, Iowa,  
O.R. Lange School (2 shows) 

March 10, 2012 (yes,2012)St. Louis Suburban, MO, Chap-
ter  one performance, St. Ann Community Center 

July 3-10 – International Convention  
Kansas City, Missouri 

July 31 – Aug. 7 – Harmony U/Directors College 
St. Joseph, Missouri 

Oct. 7-9 – CSD Fall Convention 
Kansas City, Missouri 

January 17-22, 2012 - Midwinter Convention 
Tucson, Arizona 

April 20-22, 2012 – CSD Spring Convention  
Omaha, Nebraska 

July 1-8, 2012 – International Convention 
Portland, Oregon 

Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI 
License) along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark 
Fuerniss to request  show date 

For more potential dates and events visit 
www.centralstatesdistrict.com and click on the “calendar” section 

2011 Shows District and Society Calendar 
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NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately August 10, 2011 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District Association of Chapters of SPEBSQSA 
1500 South 77th St 
Lincoln, NE 68506 


