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Two Districts Join Forces in Omaha For

An Unprecedented Spring Convention!
By Jamey Nygren, President of the Fremont
Pathfinder Chorus

Welcome to your Spring Convention hosted by the
Fremont Pathfinder Chorus! We invite you to join ushet
Ramada Plaza Convention Center in Omaha, Nebrasia ov
the weekend of April 20-22. This will not be just another
Spring Convention, it has something to offer everyone and
we’re proud of the great plan we’ve put together.

This Spring Convention will be a great experience far y
and your entire family. For barbershoppers, the Cdioren
Center bttp://www.ramadaplazaomaha.com/convention-
center/meetings-conferences.phis an excellent contest
venue, including a permanent raised stage with great
acoustics. Whether you're cheering on your favorite gisaate
they vie to compete at the international level, micgpating
the crowning of a small chorus champion, quality vocals w
be aplenty! Competitors will appreciate the extended judges’
evaluations, conducted on the risers for the chorusdse

Ramada Plaza Convention Center has free parking and room

to accommodate all the attendees (even those joinirfigouns
the Rocky Mountain District). Oh, did | forget to memti
that? The Rocky Mountain District (RMD) has decided that
instead of holding a separate spring convention, thbyitig
some of their competitors to Omaha, so this will be filst
ever combined CSD/RMD convention. With two districts’
worth of champions, the Saturday night show shouldate
event to remember!

For the entire family, the Ramada Plaza also incluides t

Coco Key Water Resort
(http://www.ramadaplazaomaha.com/water-
resort/features.php available for a small extra fee. You'll

enjoy three thrilling 4-story slides, an interactive pldsnid,
adventure river, activity pool, kiddie area, indoor/outdoor
Jacuzzi, and private cabanas. The hotel is centoadited in
Omaha, with easy access to other great attractiddisad
downtown for a leisurely stroll around Omaha’s Old Msrk
(http://www.oldmarket.con)/ with its interesting variety of
shops and restaurants, or the Gene Leahy Mall
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene Leahy Mall

Drive a few minutes the other direction to take in the
Strategic Air and Space Museum, showcasing an incredible
collection of aerospace technology. The Ramada Paalad

Februdét912

from the world-class

far
(http://www.omahazoo.cory)/ including the Lied Jungle

not Henry Doorly Zoo

(http://www.omahazoo.com/exhibits/lied-jungléie
indoor rainforest in the country.

largest

Want to try your hand at Texas Hold ‘Em? Omaha’s sister
city of Council Bluffs lies right over the Missouri RiK, with
several exciting live-gaming casinos, including the Hdrses
the Ameristar, and Harrah'’s.

So make plans to join us (along with your family!) for a
outstanding convention, exciting contest, and a wonderful
experience in Omaha. We look forward to seeing you! If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact aual lo
convention coordinator, Jeff Blank, gff.blank@dac.usor
402-709-7220.

More convention information inside

Hotel reservation form........... page 7
Schedule of events................. page 8
Convention registration......... page 9

Chorus and quartet entry....... page 10
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A New Year for
All of Us

By Harvey Kiser
District President

Q

New things are happening
in the Central States District
for the 2012 New Year.

1. Chapters are enrolling in th®peration
Harold Hill as a pn to encourage more men to
sing a cappella barbershop harmony.

2. The CSD wil have a new system in
communicating with chapter officers and members.
Specific email messages will be tailored for chapter
members or the respective officer holder in each
chapter.

3. The CSD quarterly Serenade will be
published only electronically and can be read on the
CSD  Website. The web address is:
www.centralstatesdistrict.com Plans are being
made so that hopefully the Serenade can be sent
directly to each member. The House of Delegates

that consists of Chapter Presidents agreed at the
2011 fall convention meeting to only have an
electronic version in order for you to receive the
issue sooner than by USPS and to conserve your
district dues to use for other programs for you. The
Chapter Presidents recognized that each chapter will
develop its own system in copying the Serenade for
its members who do not have an email account.

4. At the 2012 Spring Convention in Omaha,
the Rocky Mountain District will be participating
with us. The quartets and choruses will appear as
one, but the scoring, awards and qualifications to
compete in the International Convention will be
separated by District.

5. We have new officersLarry Warrick ,
Treasurer;JP Marshall, lowa State Vice President;
William (Bill) Hanson, Vice President of Kansas;
Mark Erikson, Events and Financial Revenue VP;
Matt Suellentrop, Youth In Harmony VP; an8ill
Phelps Convention Hotel Reservations
coordinator;

6. The CSD Facebook Administrator $aun
Whisler. His email address, as are all of the
officers’ email addresses, is on the CSD District
Officer webpage and on page two of ®erenade



CSD makes contact

with chapters
By Dean Beckman,
CSD Executive President

Last year the Society Board
of Directors asked all the BHS
Districts to visit every chapter
in their district prior to the end
of the year. This was being done to not only have a
personal contact with all chapters and their leadersobut t
also have the opportunity to view the wellbeing of every
chapter and to listen to each chapter’s needs.

| am excited to state that CSD accomplished this goal
and contact was made with all the chapters in our
district. Due to some varied complications some (only
about 3 or 4) chapters had contact by phone but it is our
intent to have these personal contacts completed by our
Spring Convention.

Those who did those visits were welcomed with open

%
arms by chapters. The overwhelming response of the
chapters and the great information and comments we
received was wonderful. BHS in Nashville is now
reviewing all the information and will be letting us know
their outcomes, recommendations and thoughts in the
near future.

I would like to take this opportunity to not only thank
the chapters and leaders for their hospitality and time
given to those that contacted and visited with them but to
also thanks to the State VP'sKevin Barker; Ray
Brown. Tim Ries, JP Marshall and Denny Wofford
for all the hard work they did in making the contacts in
their states. A number of Program VP’s were also
actively involved...Mike Scott; Jeremy Albright,
Matt Suellentrop, Jim Bagby, Don Fuson, Roy
Rogers, Duane Lawson, John Collins. Don Blank —
IPP and Mike O’Neill - Society Staft Harvey Kiser
and | did a few ourselves as well.

It never ceases to amaze me how with some effort
and planning we can accomplish much!! Thanks again
to all involved.

Is your chorus looking for some risers??
Prices have been slashed!!!

I have been charged with the responsibility of sellinghe following sets of risers. They are from a church.a.
school....and a performing group that intends to replaceheir risers with a new style better designed for toting.

All are solid.

Current Wenger price for a 6 ft section w/4th step isaround $1500. 4ft section w/4th step is around $1300. Plus

shipping.

3 - 6 ft sections of 3 steps. {Wenger mfg.- carpeted} Was-$286w $100

5 - 6 ft sections of 3 steps. {Wenger mfg.- carpeted - Touaster model w/ wheels - about 2 years old}

Was-$10® Now $500!!!

9 - 4 ft sections of 3 steps w/4th step for each sectitmcludes a "reverse section” to allow for different
set-ups. {Wenger Tourmaster model w/carpet - w/wheelsabout 10 years old, but "rock solid". They are
safety inspected semi-annually for any loose hardware or sigo$wear.} Was-$3250 Now $2000!!! They
are currently in use and holding approximately 110 singers at w&® rehearsals.

All sets are available for inspection in St. Joseph, Missdu Arrangements can be made for pickup.

Questions? Contact Byron Myers - 816-294-1071 byrondirects@hotmail.com




Welcome Matt
Suellentrop,  your
new YIH VP!

Matt Suellentrop is thrilled
to be able to serve the district as
the new YIH VP! Matt is from
St. Louis, MO where he is finishing up his Bachelor of
Arts degree in music education at the University of
Missouri- St. Louis undeDr. Jim Henry. Actively
involved in his home chorusThe Ambassadors of
Harmony, he serves on the music team as well as the
board of directors.

Matt started quartetting the moment he got into
barbershop (only 6 years ago). Matt is a three-time
district collegiate quartet champion, as well as distric
quartet champion and international competitor with
Progression.

He hopes to increase both the number of collegiate
competitors as well as the number of chapter Youth In
Harmony events during his time in this position.

Calling All Collegiate Quartets!
By Matt Suellentrop, YIH VP

It's that time of year to start planning to bring your
collegiate group to our spring convention in Omabha,
Nebraska! This is where you can earn the right to
compete at the international collegiate contest in
Portland this July. There’s nothing like the feeling of
getting up on the contest stage and showing why the
Central States District has produced some of the top
notch collegiate quartets in the Society’s history! You'll
also get one-on-one coaching with certified BHS judges.
What better way to take your quartet to the next level?

Chapters! Encourage the youth in your chapter to put
together a foursome for the contest. Help them with
music selection, coaching, travel expenses, etc. They
look to you for guidance!

Who knows where our districts’ champions will hail
from this year?

Don't hesitate to contact me with any and all questions
regarding our district’s Youth in Harmony programs!

ENTERTAINMENT EXCELLENCE

Contact:
John Vaughan Sr.
ph: 319-231-5639
Email: jvaughan51@aol.com

Welcome Mark Erikson,
your new Events and
Finance VP!

Mark  Erikson  became the
District’'s Vice-President for Events
and Revenue in January relievibgn
Fuson Mark recently finished his
second year as President of the Fremont, Neb. Chapter aft
serving two years as the Pathfinder Chorus’ Memberghi.
After 25 years of service as a Surface Warfare Officghe
US Navy, Mark now works as the Global Strike Technical
Advisor at US Strategic Command for Johns Hopkins
University's Applied Physics Laboratory.

Mark joined the Society in 2004 affiliating with the Sarpy
Serenaders in Papillion, NE where he served as Program VP
and Music and Performance VP.

On the rare occasions when he’s not working or doing
something related to barbershop harmony, Mark enjoys his
other hobbies: woodwind instrumentalist and singer \ith
church ensemble; model railroading; and umpiring bdlsaba
the adult, high school and youth recreation levels.



Serenade

Four Man Fishin’ Tackle Choir

The Society’s premier sportsmen's quartet!

And no, the big guys are not named "Marlin”, but they sure can Tuna chord!

Call for your
FREE promo
DVD today

(231)676-2414
Or on the web @

www.4mftc.com

Humor and Harmony without the Hubris

Trail to Portland
Runs Through Omaha

By Mark Erikson, Events and Financial Revenue VP

During the early 1800'’s scores of optimists passed through
Omaha, Nebraska via the Oregon Trail with hopes of making
their dreams come true in the western territoriess HMpril,
roughly 200 years later, the District's best quartets hepe
qualifying performance in Omaha will launch their modern
day journey to Portland, Oregon - site of the BHS
International Competition in July. Come to Omaha for 18pri
Convention; you might just see (or be part of) hisiarghe
making.

Omaha’s location is smack dab in the middle of the
District and easily accessible. Given the mild wintex've
seen as of mid-January, flooded roads and auditoriums
shouldn’t be a problem this year. So come on overafor
convention like no other. We'll be under one roof and th
venue has activities for the whole family. Bring yswimsuit
for some fun in the adjacent indoor water park. Ever &ad
“water wedgy?”

Some of you may have heard that we were trying to
assemble a “mega” or “extreme” chorus of mostly non-
competing convention attendees to make the Spring
Convention weekend more fun and participatory for everyone.

The plan isn't ready for primetime this year, but we éhav
every intention of debuting the initiative next year. Staned.

We're in final negotiations with a hotel-conventioaenter
in the Des Moines area for the 2012 Fall Conventionwafe
thoroughly impressed during our walk-through a few months
ago. The convention center is relatively new, spaciuitis
lots of break out rooms nearby for singing chorus evaluations
chapter afterglows and more fun singing tags and Polecats.
Watch the web site and Serenade for updates.

We're always looking for CSD Chapters to host a spoing
fall convention. Done right with planning up front and
following the battle-tested convention manual, yourptéa
could earn some extra funds. Plus you wouldn’t have toltrave
to get to convention. If you're interested contact Gorilon
ChairmanJerry Forbes, your State VP or me. We're also
interested in your ideas for making conventions or anguof
district events more fun and worthwhile. Oh we’ll list® the
complaints, but  suggestions  with well-reasoned
implementation plans get better mileage.

A tip of the cap in the direction dDon Fuson my
predecessor in this position. Without his diligent worrgédy
behind the scenes, CSD would not be one of the Society’s
premier districts. You've left some big shoes toditid | only
wear an 8 %, but they are EEE wide. So maybe | worl't fal
over in the first four months of this job.



. Hosted by the IRnent Chapter
TiARMONY Housing Form

Deadline to submit hotel registration is March 29, 2012 ; show all persons occupying room.

Name: Phone: ( )
Address: E-mail:

City: State: Zip Code:
Arrival Date & Time: Departure Date:

** SPECIAL NOTE: If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed
room. Please list all names staying in the room:

1) 2)

3) 4)

Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes.

Ramada Plaza - CoCo Key Water Resort
Hotel - Convention Center,3321 South 7% Street, Omaha NE 68124
Complimentary parking is available for Hotel guests.

$84.00 Single Occupancy Check-in time 4:00 PM and check-out time 11:00 AM
$84.00 Double Occupancy

** Entire Hotel Is Non-Smoking
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate:

Hotels require a credit card to make and guarant ee a room reservation or a check for
the first night room rate or the hotel will not acc ept the reservation. Prices listed do not
include State or City taxes. The hotels will notac  cept reservations from individuals or groups.

Room Reservation by credit card: Type of Card: Exp. Date:

Card # Signature:

Submit housing form to: Bill Phelps 1402 15" Street  Belle Plaine, IA 52208
(319) 430-2414 E-mail phelps.family@mchsi.com

To reserve your room online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention button and click on
Housing Form . This form will go directly to the Bill Phelps, Housing Chairman when submitted.

PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED



Serenade

CSD Spring Convention Schedule of Events — April 222, 2012

Please note this is a tentative schedule. For an ugdsdaedule check on the district website
www.centralstatesdistrict.comas the convention date nears.

Date/Time Event

Thursday, April 19, 2012

4:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m. Pre-Convention Meeting

Friday, April 20, 2012

10:00a.m.-7:00 p.m. Registration

10:00a.m.-7:00 p.m. CSD History Display

10:00a.m.-7:00 p.m. Harmony Marketplace

9:00a.m.-11:00 a.m. CSD Board Meeting

Noon - 2:00 p.m. CSD House of Delegates

2:00 p.m. -2:30 p.m. Judges’ Sound Check

3:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m. Afternoon Quartet Semi-Finals (if
needed)

7:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m. Evening Quartet Semi-Finals

9:00 p.m. -12:01 a.m. Quartet Evaluations

10:00 p.m. -12:01 a.m. Woodshedding

10:00 p.m. -12:01 a.m. Tag Singing

Saturday, April 21, 2012

8:00a.m. -7:00 p.m. Registration

8:00a.m. -7:00 p.m. CSD History Display

8:00a.m. -7:00 p.m. Harmony Marketplace

9:00 a.m. - Noon Chorus Pattern

10:00 a.m. - Noon Chorus Competition

1:00 p.m. -2:00 p.m. Collegiate Quartet Competition

2:00p.m. -5:00 p.m. Chorus and Collegiate Quartet
Evaluations

7:00p.m. -9:00 p.m. Quartet Finals

9:30p.m. -11:00 p.m. Saturday Show

11:00p.m. -12:01 a.m. Woodshedding

11:00p.m. -12:01 a.m. Tag Singing

Sunday, April 22, 2012
8:00a.m. -10:00 a.m. Convention Wrap Meeting
10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. Sunday Non-denominational Service
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Calling all CSD Plateau A
choruses! And if you are a AA
chapter that did not compete in Kansas City this falt
Omabha the weekend of April 20-21 is a great place for gou t
come and compete, too. Collegiate quartets, thi©iesewou
come to claim the honor of Central States Distri@napion,
as well as earn the right to compete in Portland,, @rext
summer.
next district champ?

Izzat all?  Hmmmm....no! Let’s pick our CSD quarte
representatives to international in Portland, tooloviMwhat a
weekend. It's at the Holiday Inn-Omaha Convention &ent
which also is a water park, so it's a great familypadphere.
And it’s all under one roof.

Anything else? Oh, yeah, it's two conventions in:one
our friends from the Rocky Mountain District also aoening,
so we’'ll pick the best quartets from TWO districts todsém
Portland. And there will be a handful (we hope) of small
choruses competing from RMD.

Finally, we’ll of course have the audience favoritetesh
on Friday night —You Be the Judge. Pick your favorite

quartet part, ballad, up tune, most entertaining song and

quartet attire. Everyone who'’s registered gets a gotepme
support your favorite quartet!

Look in the new onlineSerenadefor registrations and
housing information. BUT to enter the contest, lagys, it's
one simple sitewww.ebiz.barbershop.orgight at the top, in
the gray bar at the right, are the words “contestyéntand
that’'s where you start. Just follow the form andifilbut; it
comes to me. If you have any problems, gimme a holle
jbagby3@kc.rr.com

Refresher on show

clearances and ASCAP
By Mark Fuerniss, CSD Secretary

Congratulations to your new and
returning chapter officers. Please give
them your support in the upcoming
year. It is because of their willingness
to volunteer their time and effort that
we can enjoy our “hobby”. Hopefully new and returning
chapter officers and leaders were able to attend theeksap
Academy in St. Joe in February.

And CSD senior quartets: who is going to be our

In addition to having your chapter show listed in our
District Events Calendar (on the District web sitelan the
Serenadg by sending your “Application for Show Clearance
BMI and SESAC License” forms (5 copies please) to the
District Secretary (1500 South "77Street, Lincoln, NE
68506), if you would include a note with your show
information, e.g. theme, guest quartet, times, tickeegr etc,
| can relay the information to the Society and theiegaill
list your show on the Society web site under
http://www.barbershop.org/calendar/76.htmDr send me an
e-mail (onniemark@navix.ngt with the information after
your have received your show clearance.

Chapter treasurers and secretaries, if you have rezdsi
done so, and if your chapter had performances in 2011, be sure
to send the "ASCAP Reporting Form --- For the Year 2011”
to the District Secretary or Nashville with at leabe
minimum $222 ASCAP fee for 2011. In order to avoid a
deluge of ASCAP Reporting Forms at the end of the year, the
Society office suggests sending the ASCAP Reporting Form
and a separate check for minimum annual ASCAP fedseto t
District Secretary when chapters make applicationttieir
first performance in 2012. The minimum ASCAP fee for
2012 is $230. For questions regarding ASCAP contact
Society’s Erin Elkins,eelkins@barbershop.arg Note, the
“ASCAP Reporting Form --- For the Year 2012” and $230
minimum annual fee and the “Application for Show Clearance
BMI and SESAC License” and per performance fee are
separate items.

Finally, please avail yourselves to information camddi
the SocietyHarmonizermagazine and the Society web site.
www.barbershop.orgas well as the District web site
www.centralstatesdistrict.cam Subscribe to the weekly
electronic newsletter, Livewire, e-mail
livewire@barbershop.orgith “SUBSCRIBE” as the subject,
or, if you have the time, join in barbershop discussian
www. barbershopHQ.com

There’s still time to
register for the 2012

Leadership Academy!
By David Montgomery,
CSLT VP

Even though the deadline for

discounted volume registrations

expires January 20egistrations at
$40 per member will still be accepted right on up to the
opening session on February 4.

New classes in emceeing and using internet and social
media are filling up fast. The exciting membership class
featuring details on Operation Harold Hill is busting a¢ th
seams, but still room for a few more. Youth in Harmony,
facilitated by the energetMatt Suellentrop, is loaded with

Dave Montgomery continued on page 11



Serenade

Dave Montgomery continued from page 10

new features, and the ever-popular Joe Barbershop ffess o
valuable takeaways for every member of your chorus. wed
haven't even mentioned the Standing Ovation Program
certification class, updated material for all your chapt
officers, and the musical enhancement of the Vocal and
Performance and Chorus Director programs.

And did you know that you're getting one of the biggest
bargains in all of barbershopping when you come forfihe
in St. Joseph? Check it out with your friends around the
country — no other district offers so much for suchiaimmal
investment.

To find more information on how to register and a full
lineup of courses and facilitators, go to:

https://www.centralstatesdistrict.com/leadershipacademy.h
tml

7 >9% 2 $
2 WH@4 8
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Were you ever at a barbershop contest and said to
yourself, “man, | could do a better job emceeing than
THAT guy!” Or you were at a chapter show, and the
MC kept telling joke after joke while you were waiting
to hear the singing resume? Or equally bad, there was
just dead space between acts, and you were muttering,
“where the heck did the emcee go?!?”

We have the answer, or at least we'll do our hest
provide a lot of them at the upcoming Leadership
Academy in St. Joseph. A new offering on the schedule
is a Master of Ceremonies class. I've taught this in the
past at Harmony University, and since | share your
concern about quality emceeing, I've agreed to head up
the February class.

Actually, we are pretty fortunate in CSD to have a
strong list of contest emcees, approved by the district
Events Committee. But it's a short one, so we end up
overworking these guys. If it seems like you keep
seeing Ron Mays or Don Fuson at nearly every
convention, it's because you do — they’re good and kind
enough not to say “no.”  We recently lost one of the
best in the Society with the passingGdry Drown.

If you see an unqualified emcee at a chapter show, it
could be for a variety of reasons — which we’ll discatss
the class — but one of those might be because not

everyone can get to Harmony College, oops, U. for a
whole week and we haven'’t had offered MC training at
the district level for some time.

So here’s your chance to learn the basics in a cram
course, pick up some handouts and watch others. We’'ll
discuss the traps, common mistakes, get your input about
what you like and dislike about emcees — yes, you can
pick on me — and take home a lot of tips. Most of all,
everyone will get to practice show and contest gigs at the
lectern (that spot most folks mistakenly call the
podium).

And from this class, we hope to make a few
recommendations to the CSD Events Committee for
some district convention emcees. It's not an easy job
and it carries no pay — it's somewhat comparable to
judging in that you can look at is as giving something
back to the Society. But it is an important service and
obviously a highly visible one.

Heart of ﬂmerzca Barbe

rshop Chorus
presents

Voie y

ces Unh it

2011 Centra] s, es Ded
QuartetCh IStrl ct

MaxQ
2007 lr\temanonal
Quartet Champions

Saturday, April 14,2012  Yardley Hall -- Johnson County Community College
Show Times 2:00 and 7:30 $25.00 and $20.00
For tickets call 913-469-4445
Also available at www.hoachorus.com (service fee additional)
Group and Student Discounts
Free Parking



person to read this and emails me with the secret

1 password — “slingshot” will receive $35 to take your
Where tO flnd wife/friend out to eat. mikes@sttiowa.com or call me

new members? 712 298 0140. | will need your name and address to send
) . the check. Reason I'm slipping this in the Membership
3 ' By Mike Scott, Article...it will let me know people are serious about
' CSD Membership and growing membership and not just complaining about it
Development VP and doing nothing to fix it. If you agree to follow these 3

programs — you will be adding new members.
This is the #1 question | am
asked by our chapters. | wish | 4.  Did you know, on average, every chapter only
could wave the magic wand and make it happen. Since | has about 10% of their members with Man Of Note
do not have a magic wand, we need to do something that awards? Just think, if you can double, triple...or have

is equally effective. 80%? Of your membership following these best
recruiting practices — at the perfect time — and flip it

1. If your chapter has not already enrolled in  around to where you have 80 to 90% of your chapter
Operation Harold Hill — please do so, that's #1. The web membership engaged in recruitment — what it will do to
address iswww.operationharoldhill.com. The initial your chapter’s ‘bottom line’? I'm ready to hear your next

target goal your chapter is asked to work toward is very complaint....”Gosh, we didn’t realize the cost of adding
attainable. 80% of our chapters fall in the 26-50 new risers, but we need them now!

membership range.OHH identifies this as the “C level".

The first level is “Noteable” with a minimum of five

new members in the 12 months. Gentlemen — we can do

that in our sleep! Bronze level is two more, Silver leve
is two more, Gold is two more and Diamond is 13, a
Baker's dozen. That's 1 member a month with A bonus

of 1 more. There are 15 programs to choose from in

OHH. Your assigned “Harold Hill” will assist you in LET US HEP YA

planning to attain your new members. Throughout the TONE-HENGE

year — the society will be recognizing and awarding & _'hh_

chapters reaching these goals. Each Man of Note will put] {1 |

your name in the hat for the big drawing at the end of the § e 1

year to attend the 2013 International convention in '{:_’_. ’

Toronto or four Harmony University scholarships. You o “_/ .

can’t win if you don't enter! Ol Jim Ol Keith Ol Dan Ol Bruce

. 2. | (t:?hRT —tChaptgr Orientr?tiotn an?hRetentipn 1...FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX
eam. | set this up to equip your chapter with a precise,

consistent method of greeting new guests, assigning risef 2...CHEAPER THAN MAX Q

buddies and make new guest become new members. WH 3...Take up less room than

must focus on new and current members — making surg

they're receiving a quality night out. Of the house with HOT AIR BUFFOONS

fun — camaraderie - quality singing and....purpose. Each 4.. Better Iooking than O.C. TIMES

chapter runs on 8 cylinders. If a single cylinder is miss- (Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)

firing — it affects the efficiency of the other moving parts
of the chapter. Or....as | often say...’IS THE HOUSE )
IN ORDER’? 2001 CSD Senior champs

2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists

3. In order to find new members, we must first ) . -
learn how to prospect. Supercharging Your Chapter Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-971fl

Level 1 program will open doors you never realized |||KSChweer@kc.rr.com
were right under your noses. Make note — The first

A2}




Serenade

(Article Reprinted With Permission of Algona Upper Des
Moines www.algona.con). The article was published in
their December 8, 2011 issue.

Making time to sing with friends

By Nathan Countryman, Assistant Editor of theAlgona
Upper Des Moines

BURT— On a cold Sunday, warm hearts could be found at
the Burt Community Center.

Over 100 residents of Exceptional Opportunities and their
families met for the annual Christmas party.

The day was led off by a social hour and program, and
concluded with the audience favorite event.

“This is one of our favorite concerts to be a part efid
Jeff Christensen, member of the Cornbelt Barbershapush
in Algona. “The residents get very involved and come up to
help us sing along with the songs.”

According to member Mike Scott, the concert is a fagor
of the chorus for another reason.

“When we first performed here over eight years ago now,
after the concert, we heard from one of the redatiof one of
the residents,” Scott said. “It was the first time tbgident had
made a sound in several years and talks to the power of
music.”

While the Cornbelt Chorus hasn’t been to the Christmas
party in a few years due to their busy winter schedulg; the
made time this year.

The Community Center was filled with glorious noise as
members of the Cornbelt Barbershop Chorus and members of
Exceptional Opportunities joined together to sing “Silent
Night,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” “Jingle Bellahd
“Frosty the Snowman.”

(Photo Courtesplgona Upper Des Moinesvww.algona.com)

The Cornbelt Barbershop Chorus has two Christmas
concerts, “Christmas in Harmony,” at First United Muwtlst
Church in Algona on Sunday, Dec. 11. The show timestare
2 p.m.and 4 p.m.

The New Arrivals reminisce about

their time with Steve Jurgensen
By Ric Morren, New Arrivals lead

Last October the New Arrivals lost one of the besbten
to ever sing on stag8teve Jurgenserfought hard but lost his
battle from complications from a brain tumor. | haveokn
Steve for 28 years and our friendship grew closer eadh a
every day, especially the last few months of StevigsQur
relationship evolved from close friends, to brothers.Steve
would say “We're brothers from different mothers.” Yae s
Steve wasn't just my brother and friend; we were adway
together as tenor and lead in the many barbershop guaret
participated in over the years.

One quartet was very special. I'm not sure haan
put into words the bond our quartet developed over a 23 year
career. | know | won't do it justice, but I'll do thesb that |
can. It all started on an August night, 23 years ago. Four guys
were telling jokes and singing some tags. They enjoyed the
laughter and the singing so much that they got together again
for some more joke telling and tag singing. And that thas
start of a beautiful friendship that evolved into the New
Arrivals Barbershop Quartet. The members of the New
Arrivals were Steve (tenor)Dave Sternborg (bass),Ken
Jump (bari), and myselflRic Morren (lead).

For the first 10 years we were busy entertaining
audiences on Chapter shows and spring/fall contests.hBut t
two places we enjoyed the most were afterglows and
hospitality rooms. We could let our hair down so to sp&éék.
were known as a comedy quartet that could ring chords. We
loved to make people laugh and it usually started with our
baritone, Ken Jump. He was the comedian of the quakte
never knew what he was going to do! Quite honestly,nftdo
think he knew either. But we knew each other so wledlt we
could make people bust out laughing just by reacting to Ken.
When that happened, it was priceless. We will alwaysisiner
those moments.

The quartet competed in 16 out of 20 spring/fall
contest from 1988 to 1997. We placed 12th in our first contest
in 1988. During the following years, we placed from 9th to
4th. In January of 1997, we decided to make one last push to
win the fall contest. We worked extremely long and hard tha
year with different coaches. But most of the time werked
with Joe Connelly Joe worked on our sound. His favorite
saying was “Sometime during a performance, you need to do
some sound equipment damage.” When Joe was working with
us, he

New Arrivals continued on page 14
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New Arrivals continued from page 13

got us to produce some sounds that we had never heard before.
My goose bumps had goose bumps!!!l He also rewrote the
tags on our two power ballads, “Mistakes” and “Lasthtlig
Was the End of the World.” As the saying goes, “we were
loaded for bear!!l” We were singing better than ever and
couldn't wait for fall contest. For all those long rowe put

in that year, we thought it had to be our time. But witen

fall contest was over, 3 Men and a Melody and Sibling IRiva
were just a little bit better than us. That was tist leme we
seriously competed at contest. The long hours we spent
analyzing every little detail of our contest songs tlestr took

a toll on our families and our friendship. We neved $@in so
many words, but we knew the quartet and our families
couldn't go through another year like that again. Our
friendship came first. But I'll let you in on a little dwwn
secret: the main reason the New Arrivals went totest was

to get our name out there so we could sing at chapter shows
Don't get me wrong, we wanted to be district champgomsd

we were disappointed when that did not happen, but soon the
disappointment turned into anticipation when people wanted
us to sing at their hospitality rooms and on their show

A few years after the quartet stopped competing, the
guartet slowed down a lot and our families got busier hate
our kids' activities, grandchildren to spoil and some job
changes. We can proudly say the New Arrivals retired thig¢
original members. We stuck together thru thick and thin. We
always joked that we lasted longer than most marriages.
People would ask us what our secret was for longevitgt Fir
and foremost, we were great friends who loved to extert
people. Second, we loved to make each other laugh and third,
we enjoyed the sound the quartet could produce. Our
friendship was the glue that held the quartet together through
the good and especially during the trying times. No matier if
had been a week or a couple of months since we had tast sa
when the quartet would get together, it would be just lide o
times and we could picked up right where we left off with all
the laughing, joking and tag singing. It seemed like thelgoo
times would never stop.

Unfortunately they did stop. This past Augusty&te
was diagnosed with a brain tumor. The weekend before Ste
went in for surgery, the New Arrivals had the honosiofjing
at Steve's oldest son's wedding. That was the last ttime
foursome sang together. The tumor was not cancerous. But
complications set in after the surgery and Steve werhtis
Heavenly Father at 3:19 pm on October 19, 2011. The out-
pouring of love and support that Steve's family and the quartet
received was amazing. Steve touched countless lived.tdle
his family, music was one of the most important parts of
Steve's life and it showed during the funeral. It wasdilvith
all types of beautiful music that people are still talking about

The New Arrivals officially retired November 8011
at our chorus's 50th anniversary show. It was amazing how
God brought everything together that night. The past member
of the Sioux Emperians who had been there along the way
were presend/oices Unlimited was there as the guest quartet

%
for our show. The New Arrivals, the Fortino brotharsl their
various quartets had shared a special bond. We “came of age”
together in the late 80's and 90's competing in spring/fall
contests. Also during that time we shared the stage oty ma
chapter shows. It meant so much to have them thatenight
of the show. But most importantly, Steve's wifgay and all
of their family were there. Our swan song was “What a
Wonderful World.” That was Steve's favorite song. Steve's
two sonsBrian and Justin, sang with us on stage that special
night. We couldn't say goodbye to everyone without a
Jurgensen on stage with us. That wouldn't be right. When the
last note was sung, there wasn't a dry eye in tlhisenor on
stage. The feeling in that room at that moment, | couléme
describe, but | will never forget it.

We would like to thank everyone with their prayers
and kind words during this difficult time. It truly meandoa
to Steve's family and to the quartet. We would like toktel!
the coaches who helped us along the way. We would like to
thank our chorus for all the support they gave us. We would
also like to thank everyone who gave us words of
encouragement at the many contests and chapter shows
throughout the years. We had a blast singing for you over the
past 23 years. Your laughter and applause will never be
forgotten. Just thinking about all the great times weesha
together brings a tear to my eye, but a smile to ncg.fa
Finally, we would like to thank our wives and families. We
could not have done it without you. We spent a lot of time
away from home over the years and you never complained.
You picked us up when we were beaten down. You laughed at
all of our goofy jokes even though you had heard them a
hundred times. And you never got mad at us when it waes ti
to go home and we would say “Just one more tag!!!!”

If you have a special memory of the New Arrivals i
would like to share please email me. | will forwardtat
Steve's family. ricmorren@yahoo.com

The New Arrivals, from left clockwise, Steve Jurgensen
tenor; Ken Jump, baritone; Dave Stemborg, bass; and Ric
Morren, lead.



Fortino brothers in harmony for

nearly three decades
By Mark Fortino

This past October my brother John and | were blessed to
win our third District Championship together. Going into
the contest many said: "Well of course you are going to
win!” Hearing comments like that reminds me of how we
felt from 1984, when we joined the society, to 1994 when
we won our first District Championship witRick Kready
andKeith Schweerin 12th Street Rag For ten years we
attended CSD Past Champ shows and dreamed of a day
when we would be up there with the CHAMPS! Likewise,
we attended International conventions and dreamed of a
day when we would stand on that stage. Now nearly two
decades after that first "dream come true" we are
continuing to live our dream.

So how did such wonderful things happen to average
guys like us? Well it started with two bass singer§tin
Mary's Catholic Church in Joplin, yes the one recently
destroyed by the devastating tornado. From the early
1970's through the mid 1980Bpb Green and Marvin
Albert sold show tickets to the Fortino family for the Tri-
Statesmen's annual Barbershop show. We were less than
10 years old when we first heard those chords ring!

1984 was the year it all began. Bob and Marvin took
me to a Tri-Statesman chorus rehearsal in the sprittgaof
year. | was hooked as soon as | walked in the door. | had
watched these guys for as long as | could remember. But, to
be there singing with them was a whole new deal! |avas
senior in high school and John was a sophomore in college.
YES he is the OLDER one! | called John and told hin tha
when he came home for spring break he had to check this
out. We attended our first rehearsal together and later
before the evening came to a close at the local fiiag
we were in our first quartefAfter Classwas born! (The
name came from Bluegrass Student Union's albaftef
Class. We wore their albums out!!!)

| can't imagine what our lives would have been like
without barbershop over these past 27 years. Singing with
each other, while challenging at times as is true itk
pair of brothers, is a blessing which can't be described.
Check out our history and you will see all of the ups and
downs and the lack of progress at times over years of
competition. Most would give up and quit! You might say
that determination and a lot of encouragement from family
and fellow barbershoppers made the difference. Here's our
recap of nearly 30 years of barbershop together:

50 trips across the contest stage
18 consecutive qualifications
competition

for International

17 appearances on the International stage, we scratched
from Anaheim - Our tenor's baby girl was born.

We have been mic testers 6 times: twice 11th at distric
competitions (1989 withfter Class 1990 withSound
Impression; 4 times at International (21st Place in
2002, 11th Place in 2004 & 2006 witRth Street Rag
and in 2010 wittHigh Defintion whenLunch Break
invited us to join them)

We have placed as low as 27th at a district contest and
as high as 11th at International, missing the Top 10 in
2004 with a score of 4,857 just 6 points belnélen

& A Melody. We were sitting 9th after the first round.
Bummer!

Three time CSD District Quartet Champions: 1994 -
12th Street Rag 2007 - High Definition, 2011 -
Voices Unlimited

1984 CSD Novice Champions wiitfter Class

Recorded 4 CD's with awards from the Contemporary
A Cappella Society of America including Barbershop
CD of the Year foHigh Definition's "entertainment”.
12th Street Ragwas the 2006 CSD BOTY for
involvement with Youth In Harmony - coincidentally it
was a school tour by2th Street Ragthat hooked
Shaun Whisler (bass dfoices Unlimited when he
was in 7th grade.

Barbershop Lessons to be learned from the "Fortino
Experience":

1) Sell tickets to your chapter shows and not just to the
parents, make sure they bring the kids!

2) Continue to reach out to the youth, you may just be
singing with them decades from now!

3) Never let the outcome of a contest dictate success or
failure. We learned that lesson the hard way over time.

We still dream of a day when we will break into the Top
10, medal, or even take home the Gold! But regardless we
will never stop living a dream as long as we are singing
together as brothers.

Voices Unlimited, the 2011 CSD quartet champions. From
left to right, Micah Jeppesen, Mark Fortino, Shaun
Whisler, and John Fortino. Photo by Jayne Morden.



Greater Ozarks Chapter installs
officers, honors members with

BOTY and President’s Award

By Ed Downey, VP Public Relation, Outreach,
and Marketing, Greater Ozarks Chapter

Installation of Greater Ozarks Chapter Officers took
place January 12th, at the Metfield Country Club, Bella
Vista. Ms Patti Stoltman, choral director for the Benton
County School of the Arts High School, installed the
following newly-elected board officers for 2012:

David Rowe, President

Jim Nugent, Immediate Past President

Jim McCann, Vice President - Chapter Development
Rob Sabata,Vice President - Music and Performance
Richard "Bryce" Hopkins, Vice President - Programs
Ed Downey,Vice President - Public Relations,
Outreach and Marketing

Gale Demaree Secretary

Richard Francis, Treasurer

Dave Schurman and D.J. CameronBoard Members
at Large.

2012 Chapter officers Immediate Past President Jim
Nugent (from left), Program VP Bryce Hopkins, Members-
at-large D.J. Cameron and Dave Schurman, Secretary
Gale Demaree, VP Music and Performance Rob Sabata
(partially hidden), Installing Officers Patti Stoltman,
Treasurer Dick Francis, VP Chapter Development Jim
McCann, VP Public Relations, Outreach and Marketing
Ed Downey, and President David Rowe.

Rob Sabatawas chosen Barbershopper of the Year
in recognition of all his efforts involved in coordinating
the three venue performances with the Joplin and
Springfield MO chapters this fall.

Ed Downey (left) presents Barbershopper of the Year
award to Rob Sabata.

Pete Andersonwas selected by out-going President
Jim Nugent, to receive the President's Award in
recognition for his past seven years serving as Chapter
President. Music leadership awards were presented by
Rob Sabata td. J. Cameron (Tenor), Brian Scott
(Lead), Dave Rowe (Bass), and Ed Downey (Barfipr
their dedication.



Well, Gentlemen.... It has arrived.... THE NEW
YEAR!! And with that comes planning. During 2011,
many in the Kansas CSD area expressed an interest in
performing at the Kansas State Fair once again.

So...in order for this to be successful this 2012 year
the planning is happening NOW! 2012 is the 100
Celebration of the Kansas State Fair, | can't think of a
better time to re-introduce Barbershop to this greag.stat
This will be an awesome way to promote our joy of
singing and a massive opportunity to share the
unbelievable music style we call Barbershop. It may
well bring new guests (think about Operation Harold
Hill) OR sell a few more tickets to your annual show!!!

This opportunity is a way to cultivate an energetic
attitude showcasing what YOU have a passion for. Look
for things that are fun to do, and find new ways to have
fun at what you're already doing.

So what's the fine print? We must have a
commitment from Chapters that are ready and willing to
perform for this event. Will your chapter bring their
passion, obsession, excitement, enthusiasm along with
zeal to the 2012 Kansas State Fair and be a part of the
Kansas Men’s Barbershop Chof@®? As of January 13,
2012, we have 90 men committed to participating!!
WOW!N That is just awesome. Those already
participating are: Hays High Plains, Men In Harmony,
Cody Choraliers, Capital City, Air Capital, Tristatesme
(Joplin, MO) and Tumbleweed (Rocky Mountain
District Colby, KS).

The Men In Harmony (Central Kansas Chapter) will
help to host/organize this event. We have filed the
application and will find out if we made the final cut by
the middle of June. The Fair runs September 7-16, 2012
and we are planning for our performance on September 8
with morning rehearsal and hopefully two afternoon
performances.

For more information please contact:
Monica Ellis - Chorus Business Manager
Men In Harmony Chorus

Central Kansas Chapter/BHS
316.207.3925

mapellis@sbcglobal.net

Is YOUR chorus coming along to bring your passion
and excitement for Barbershop to the "I @elebration

of the Kansas State Fair??!!!
chapters promise...

Let us know of your

Thank you and have an awesome 2012!!

Sioux Emperians celebrate with

50" Anniversary Show
By Tom Gannon

The Sioux Emperians Chorus from Sioux Falls
SD celebrated their 50th Birthday on Novemb&r 5
with a show that remembered the past, cheered the
present, and promoted the future.

The Emperians second half set included the
twenty men anniversary chorus, those who had sung
in the past with the Emperians. The five songs
selected had been sung by the Emperians in
previous years. Three charter members were
singing plus more were in the audience. The
anniversary show program included a reprint of the
original charter show program from 50 years ago.

We were also joined for one song by the young
men’s ensembles from three local high schools.
Two of the director's have attended Harmony
University, and one director was assisted by one of
newest chorus members, the bass singer in PIO’s
International Colligate Quartet Contest Competitor.
Having those young men join us was a rare and
thrilling treat. Our guest quartet, CSD’s own
“Voices Unlimited,” was terrific and interacted
very well with our young singers.

The Sioux Emperians celebrate their 58 anniversary
at their annual show. Photo courtesy ofHarold Parlet.



Can you identify your chapter's best

public relations tool?
By Roy Rogers,
PR and Marketing VP

According to research conducted several years ago by our
BHS headquarters staff, 54 percent of the respondents said

would like to try that." It is really true that your bgsiblic
relations tool is a quality performance.

Chorus directors make a friendly wager

on Game 7 of World Series
Source — Facebook
The St. Louis Cardinals were down to their last strike,
twice, in Game 6 of the 2011 World SeriBsve Freesehit a
two run homerun to tie the Series up and sent the Cardinal

that they joined because someone asked them and 33 percent fans into a frenzy.

joined because they saw or heard a barbershop perfe&emanc
Or, to approach it another way, only one in eight j&fcent)
joined because he saw your print ad or television iregerar
heard your radio public service ads.

Sounds crazy? Not on your life. All of the things we
normally think would convince people to join our barbershop
group involve a combination of images. Sight, sound and
motion. Either separately or in some combination,"mepe"
it gets the message across. Yet, the most powerfig fwec
have at our disposal adds the all important element of
touch...that of public performance. You can actuakicheout
and grasp the hand of your potential members. We really do
after all, belong to a “people organization". Reachingamat
touching prospective members with a genuine handshake or a
"ringing chord” is the ultimate key. That touch of handshwit
eye contact, is a universal standard for the extension
friendship.

Each of us COULD assume that it is up to us to let ether
know “hey, you can do this”. This truism makes membership
growth fairly simple.

YOU HAVE TO TOUCH THE PEOPLE WHO CAN
JOIN. And, if you believe that, your next logical ideaghti
be to SING FOR THEM.

The other media stuff mentioned above can help. THey al
done well, serve an important role in raising awaremress
giving information and providing positive impressions. They
all help explain what you're talking about when you are
extending a hand and say “I'm a barbershop singer.” Either
way...the ultimate answer to membership growth in your
chapter...is up to you.

The point here: You Have To Touch The People Who
Join. And considering that public performance is youglsin
best method of recruiting, it's fair to say that you awe
yourself and others in your chapter to do it well. Before
singing in public (any time) you should prepare what you do
and how you do it as the single best public relatiofestefou
can put forward. Your “public performance package” is the
single best way in the universe to show that your pefsona
performance is (a) up to your best ability, and (b)rigyt
conveying the impression that " Hey, his is really.fulVhat
better way to convince some to conclude, " You know, |

The next daylim Clancy, former director of the 10 time
international chorus champion, the Vocal Majorityntsa
message toDr. Jim Henry, director of the two time
international chorus champion, The Ambassadors of
Harmony. Clancy’s message read:

Watching your St. Louis Cardinals steal a victory froun
beloved Texas Rangers last night was very reminiscemuf
late victory over the Vocal Majority at Internatiorial 2009.
Since most of the men of the Vocal Majority are &as fans
and feel quite confident they are the better team,uldviike
to propose a wager for you to consider. | will, of course
understand any reluctance on your part to accept.

How about this: If the Cardinals should somehow manage
to beat the Rangers tonight to win the World Seriesjlll
wear a Cardinals jersey for the duration of our retedarext
Thursday night. But should our Rangers win, which we fully
expect is their destiny, you will have to wear a Texasgees
jersey at your rehearsal next Thursday night. Thialadyoof
course, be for the entire evening, and pictures ofetrent
would need to be shared with the opposing chorus.

Please realize that your passing on this wager would be
quite understandable and would in no way reflect on your
good character. | would appreciate hearing your answer as
soon as possible so | can get the word out to the chorus.

Here's to the next World Series Champions!
Jim Clancy Pictured Below)

Jim Henry responded with:
Dear Jim. You know how
much | admire and respect
you and your chorus, but
Texas is about to be messed
with. My response to your
proposal is BRING IT ON!!!
As a matter of fact, if you'll
send me your shirt size I'll go
ahead and put the birds-on-
the-bat jersey in the mail to
you today. Warmest regards.
Jim Henry




Barbershop Harmony Society

Central States District Association of ChaptersBEBSQSA

1500 South 77th St
Lincoln, NE 68506

District and Society Calendar

NOTE: The next Serenade will be e-mailed approximately My 4, 2012 \

2012 Chapter Shows

Feb. 25 — lowa City, lowa, Englert Theatre
March 10 — St Louis Suburban, MO, At. Ann Community
Center

March 23-24, Fremont, NE, McPhearson Theater

(3 shows)

March 24 — Algona, 1A, O.R. Lange School (2 shows)
March 30 - Florissant Valley, Florissant Civic Center
Theatre

March 31 — Elkader, 1A, Johnson Hall
March 31 — Milbank, SD, Milbank High School

April 14 — Kansas City, MO, Yardley Hall at Johnson
County Community College (2 shows)

April 14 — Mason City, 1A, NIACC

April 14 — Davenport, lowa, Assumption High School
April 14 — Denison, IA, Denison Fine Arts Center

April 14 — Fort Dodge, 1A, Decker Auditorium

April 14 — Manhattan, KS, McCain Auditorium (2 shows)
April 27-28, Cedar Rapids, IA, Theatre Cedar Rapids

(2 shows)

April 28 — Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of the Nazarene
(2 shows)

May 5 — Hays, Kan., Fort Hays State University (2 shows)

May 5- Des Moines, IA, Hoyt Sherman Theater
May 5 — Columbia, MO, Missouri Theater (2 shows)

Society and District Events

February 3-5, 2012 — Leadership Academy
St. Joseph, Missouri at Missouri Western College

April 20-22, 2012 — CSD Spring Convention
Omaha, NE

July 1-8, 2012 — International Convention
Portland, OR

July 29 — August 5 - Harmony University/Directors
College, St. Joseph, MO

October 12-14, 2012 — CSD Fall Convention
Des Moines, IA (tentative location)

Forward allfive (5) copies of Form 301§Show Clearance and BMI License)
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society triMFuerniss to request
show date

For more potential dates and events visit www.edstitesdistrict.com and
click on the “calendar” section



