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Welcome Back to Wichita 
By Kevin Barker and Barry Barlow, 
Wichita Chapter Convention Co-Chairmen 
 

When the Air Capital Chorus heard that the Spring 
convention was available at the last minute, the local members 
agreed that our chapter could work with the city convention 
and hotel folks to get a great package together.  The question 
was, “Can we maintain the same standard that we had in the 
2002 and 2006 Fall Conventions?”  The answer is Yes and 
No.   

The most unique feature we had in Wichita was having the 
Hyatt and the Century II Convention Center connected.  Since 
the Century II Convention Center was booked our convention 
weekend, the immediate plan turned to utilize our Vaudeville-
era Orpheum Theatre built in 1922 
(www.wichitaorpheum.com).   

The Orpheum Theatre in Wichita, Kansas. 

This is a fantastic historic building built in the era prior to 
sound systems and has great internal sight lines.  The raw 
acoustics are nothing less than spectacular.  Additional sound 
systems will be a supplement for the quartet competitions and 
for audio-visual recordings. 

The Orpheum is about eight blocks from the Hyatt.  Is it 
walkable?  Yes, but it would be nice hike.  There is ample free 
parking along the streets and north of the theatre along with 
free parking in the Bank of America parking garage a half 
block south of the Orpheum.  We will shuttle the quartets and 

choruses from the Hyatt to the Orpheum for all competitions.  
Another positive aspect of using the Orpheum is the 
opportunity to explore Old Town and its numerous eating 
establishments and shops in the area. 

For those interested in non-barbershop activities in 
Wichita, we have a Gander Mountain store “Bass Pro Shop-
Lite” (www.gandermountain.com) just south of the Hyatt and 
Exploration Place (www.exploration.org) just north along the 
river which is a youth-oriented science museum.  We also 
have Cowtown Museum (www.oldcowtown.org) which is a 
hands-on replica of a small town in the old west era.  The 
location of the Hyatt provides some great areas to walk along 
the river to enjoy some of the parks and views that add to the 
friendly atmosphere of Wichita. 

 
Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived National 

Traveling Exhibit at the Exploration Place in Wichita. 
 

The members of the Air Capital Chorus are excited about 
hosting the convention and look forward to making this 
another memorable weekend for all attendees.  Feel free to 
email either of us with any questions or concerns.  You can 
reach Kevin Barker  at bkarker1411@sbcglobal.net or Barry 
Barlow at bbarlow11@cox.net.  

More convention information inside 
 

Chorus and quartet entry…….page 9 
Hotel reservation form………..page 10 
Schedule of events……………..page 11 
Convention registration………page 12-13 
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2011 April 8-10           Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
2013                April 19-21             Oct 11-13 
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Dreams by You 
and Your 
Chapter for 2011  
By Harvey Kiser,  
CSD President 
 
DREAMS – What are your dreams 

as a barbershopper for this coming year?  Dreams energize us.  
Also, “Dreams are the touchstones of our character,” said 
Henry David Thoreau. 
 
I encourage each barbershopper to visit about your dreams 
with your fellow chapter barbershoppers.  Leaders, ask your 
chapter members about their dreams.  What new and different 
things would you like to do this year?  Maybe it is doing better 
what you are already doing.  Maybe you want to stretch 
yourself to improve the quality of your singing and 
performances. 
 
Will this require change?  You betcha!  Change is part of our 
growth process. Try new things.  ‘Let go and Live.’   
 
HOW CAN WE, YOUR DISTRICT OFFICERS, HELP YOU? 
 
We have a full complement of District Program Officers.  Call 
on them.  Pester them with your requests to achieve your 
dream(s).  Your officers are listed on page 2 of this Serenade 
and on the CSD website at www.centralstatesdistrict.com  . 
 
HAVE QUESTIONS?  Ask a Program VP.  

 
Want a coach for vocal improvement – Jeremy Albright   
Want director/sectional leader development – Jerry Garrard  
Have membership questions – Mike Scott 
How to promote and market your show – Roy Rogers 
Leadership support – Dave Montgomery 
Youth Festivals/Choruses – Duane Lawson 
Want to host a convention – Don Fuson 
Contest and Judging questions – Jim Bagby 
 
Want an informal evaluation of your show preparation, your 
show or your quartet performance by a SOP-trained 
barbershopper?  Contact Gale Demaree 
  
You have an additional resource this year.  You have a State 
Vice President, who is a Board member.  He is an excellent 
resource and knows of additional resources. 
 
Iowa – JP Marshall 
Kansas – Kevin Barker  
Nebraska – Ray Brown 
S. Dakota – Tim Ries 
Missouri/Arkansas – Denny Wofford 
 
Also, you are invited to call or email Dean Beckman, EVP; 
Mark Fuerniss, Secretary; Paul Cartwright, Treasurer ; 
Don Blank, Immediate Past President and me. 
 
I leave you with this thought – Cadet Maxim said, “Risk 
more than others think is safe. Care more than others think is 
wise. Dream more than others think is practical.  Expect more 
than others think is possible.” 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

What is SOP? 
By Gale Demaree,  
SOP coordinator 
 

In our case SOP stands for 
Standing Ovation Program, those 
with military experience think of 
it as Standard Operating 
Procedure.  I would like for us to 
have it mean Standing Ovation 
Performance. 

We have a small cadre of men who are qualified to help 
our performing elements, quartets and choruses, to be more 
aware of the elements of successful performances.   

Initially, the focus of the program was on chapter shows.  
Trained reviewers would be assigned to observe chapter 
shows and offer suggestions to the chapter members who were 
involved in the production of the show.  The reviewers will 
identify things that detracted from the performance and offer 
suggestions for avoiding these distractions. 

We found that we could identify potential detractions that 
could be avoided before the shows were performed.  We think 

we can offer our assistance and support to the chapters during 
the early stages of planning and preparation for the shows.  
This can be done by involving our reviewers during show 
committee meetings and performance rehearsals.  Just let us 
know if you want our help. 

We need more men who would like to get involved in 
helping chapters to get standing ovations.  Please contact me 
by e-mail (hgdem@cox.net) if interested. 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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New Year starts 
with new district 
structure 
By Dean Beckman 
CSD Executive VP 
 

It is a new year and I hope 
everyone had a great 2010 holiday 

season. With this New Year the district enters into a new 
structure of the District Board and the Program VP’s. The 
most important changes are the addition of State VP’s for each 
state within the district. The District President Harvey Kiser 
has included information regarding all changes and contact 
info for each Program VP and State VP. Their contact 
information is also available on the CSD website.  

I will be primarily communicating with the Program VP’s

 and Harvey is going to be the contact board member for each 
of the State VP’s so if you are unable to get hold of either a 
State VP or a Program VP with any questions or thoughts you 
might have, please feel free to contact Harvey or myself. The 
board is very committed to making this new structure 
successful and we hope and believe that it can provide better 
services to you the Barbershop member and to the Chapters. It 
can be successful if you help us by communicating to us if 
there are issues that need to be addressed. Please don’t hesitate 
to contact Harvey, myself, a board member and your State VP. 

I am excited about returning to Wichita for our Spring 
Convention. Those guys in Wichita know how to put on a 
great convention and I am sure that Barry Barlow  and his 
team won’t let us down! Thanks to the Wichita Chapter on 
picking up the ball and planning this convention on such short 
notice when our backs were against the wall with the loss of 
the Columbia, MO site. I hope to see you in Wichita in April. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Mike Scott, 
CSD Membership VP 

�
This famous tag line from Tom 
Bodett, the man who’s folksy, 
smooth voice made Motel 6 famous 

and responsible from increasing the number of motels from a 
mere 200 to over 800 across the country in a few short years.  
 
Let’s try another one…….”Where’s the beef?” 
Famous Clara Peller walks into Wendy’s “competitive 
hamburger ‘joint’ called “Home Of The Big Bun.”  
 
What made these simple words so effective in generating 
millions of dollars in sales? 
 
They portrayed a mental picture of what’s really important to 
us…and made us smile at the same time.  
 
If your home chapter had a ‘tag line’ – what would it be? 
What few choice words would you use to whip up such 
excitement and enthusiasm when talking to a neighbor, co-
worker, relative, son, nephew, grandson, etc., when explaining 
why your chapter is the coolest place to be one night out of the 
week? What do you do best and how would you match that up 
with their interest? 
 
First – it’s important to find out what their interests are – 
especially if they like to sing. 
Next – let’s say you did a very good job of convincing them to 
tag along for a chapter meeting and you both walk into the 
rehearsal hall….what would your new guest observe? 

 
Is the house in order? 
Would they eagerly be met at the door, extended a warm 
welcome and a pat on the back? Will they observe a chapter in 
action – well prepared for a night of fun, singing, laughs, 
fellowship? Or, a tired bunch of guys dragging around, 
occasionally staring at the ‘stranger’ and wondering if they’re 
lost and need directions? 
 
Orientation is very important – starting with the first step in 
the door. 
 
Gentlemen, not sure if you ever saw the movie called “The 
Mask”  – starring Jim Carrey as “Stanley Ipkiss”.  We need 
to ‘put on our Stanley Mask’ on chapter meeting nights and 
come out of our shells and kick up our heels!  Four-part 
barbershop harmony, in many ways, is our mask. It has the 
power to enrich our lives, our family’s lives and make the 
world a better place to live. This good news is worth 
spreading and sharing!  
 
MOTEL 6 and Wendy’s made sure they avoided the definition 
of the word ‘ROUTINE’.  

·  Any regular course of action or procedure rigidly 
adhered to by the mere force of habit”. 
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Youth In Harmony 
Success in  
Des Moines  
By Duane Lawson,  
CSD Youth In Harmony VP 
 

I can remember a few years ago, 
when there were very little Youth in 

Harmony events in Iowa. Now we are seeing events around Ft. 
Dodge and Davenport. On November, 11, 2010 I had the 
privilege of visiting the Des Moines, Iowa chapter who were 
putting on a spectacular Youth In Harmony event. They had 
over 250 junior high and high school men attend the event. 
One of the schools that were in attendance has a ninth grade 
glee club. Talk about a great opportunity to get in contact with 
a school and offer music. 

So how does a group run such a successful event? I think if 
you ask Ed Bittle, from the Des Moines chapter, he does what 
any good barbershopper does. Ask his friends.  

For a teaching quartet, they brought in a group that is 
younger in age, had a successful track record with barbershop

 and sings other styles of music as well. They brought in 
“McPhly ” from the Rocky Mountain District and they did a 
great job and I think connected well with the students. 

The clinician was one of CSD’s very own, Jayson Ryner. 
If he is available, I would absolutely ask him to be a clinician 
of your next Youth in Harmony event. The main characteristic 
that I see in Jayson is that he is a music educator himself and 
has training in working with students. This can come in handy 
after working with 250 students all day from many different 
schools.  

Although I did not get to stay for the final concert, I 
understand it was fantastic. They had the students sing that 
evening with the songs they learned and had McPhly, the 
Pride of Iowa Chorus and Indigo Nights sing on the concert. 
Ryner is the bass of Indigo Nights if you are keeping track at 
home. 

Thanks to Ed Bittle, Mike McGill  and the entire Des 
Moines chapter for such a terrific day. 

 

Jason Ryner directs the 250 junior high and high school men that attended the Youth In Harmony Festival that was hosted by 
Des Moines, Iowa’s Pride of Iowa Chorus. Photo courtesy of Ed Bittle. 
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Fellowship and 
hospitality are 
everything in Iowa 
By J. P. Marshall, Iowa VP 
 

Every year we talk about how to 
improve our individual chapters and 
the district leaders talk about how 

they can help.   This year we are starting a new program where 
we are making an individual on the district board responsible 
for each state so that they can be the main coordinator for 
communication between the chapters or individual members 
and the district.  This program in no way means that we will 
not listen to you if you are not part of our appointed state, so 
talk to whomever you feel most comfortable with.   

 
In Iowa, I hope we can make this year about having fun 

with each other, caring about each other, and, of course, 
helping each other sing better.   I know that we have a lot of 
events and programs that already happen in Iowa where 

barbershoppers get together and have fun singing.  Some of 
these are the Cookie Festival in Eastern Iowa, The 21stCentury 
Vocals competing chorus that was put together to give singers 
another avenue to improve their talents, The Fort Dodge youth 
festival that several chapters help with, or the holiday chorus 
that gets together to put close to 100 guys on stage to sing 
carols each year. There may be others I have not mentioned. 

 
All of these programs are great and I hope that we will 

keep doing them, but I want you all to think about what else 
we can do to meet and sing with our brothers from other 
chapters.  Could we work together and help our directors 
attend a CDWI?  Could we combine a couple of chapters and 
go sing for evaluation only at the next convention?  Can we 
have a night where 2 or 3 of our choruses get together and sing 
for each other, maybe bring in a coach or two, and then just 
enjoy the sounds we make?  What do you want to do?  What 
would make you want to show up and enjoy your barbershop 
friends?  Let me know through phone calls, email, Facebook 
messages, or just show up on any Thursday at the Iowa City 
Recreation Center and sing with me. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Now is the time for all good 
barbershoppers to come to the aid of 
their district! 
By Mike Mathieu,  
KC International Convention Chairman 

 
 The Heart of America Chorus is hosting this year’s 
International Convention in Kansas City, beginning Sunday 
July 3rd, and ending Sunday July 10th.  We are drastically in 
need of additional volunteers.   

 An event such as this requires 300 volunteers of all 
ages and genders.  If you would be willing to volunteer for 
two four hour shifts during convention week, we would gladly 
give you for free, a souvenir convention uniform shirt.   

We have set up a user-friendly online volunteer sign-
up sheet.  Simply go to www.hoachorus.com and click on the 
KC2011 Volunteer form on the column on the left hand side.  
The form if very easy to follow and we thank you for checking 
us out. 

With the emergence of our International Champion 
chorus the Ambassadors of Harmony, quartets Rural Route 4, 
Vocal Spectrum, and Crossroads, as International Quartet 
Champions, plus the number of qualifying quartets and 
choruses coming out of our district to compete at International 
Competition, your district is rapidly becoming the envy of our 
great Society. 

It is with the cooperation of all the men and women 
in this great district that we are able to host this great Society 
event.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation and your 
sharing of your time to make it all possible. 
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COMING BACK TO THE FUTURE!— 
A RECORD SIXTH TIME 

By Mike Mathieu,  
KC International Convention Chairman 

 
The Heart of America Chorus is looking forward to July 

3, 2011, which by the time you read this will be less than five 
short months away.  If you don’t know what’s happening, the 
second oldest chapter in the BHS will be hosting their record 
sixth International Convention of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society.   

The city where the Society began on a March evening in 
1938 is inviting you back home to have a celebration like you 
have never seen before, and set the stage for where we are 
headed!  If you want to be in on the excitement, make certain 
you’re in town all week! 

This Convention is even starting the evening before it is 
supposed to start.  That’s correct, for on Sunday evening July 
3rd, 6:30 PM is show time for the “United In  Harmony”  
concert, hosted by the Heart of America Chorus, at the 
Midland Theatre.     

Featured on the concert will be Moxie Ladies and Zing, 
two past Sweet Adelines champion quartets.  In addition we 
will have past Barbershop Society champion quartets OC 
Times, Vocal Spectrum, and current quartet champion Storm 
Front.   

Add to this lineup the host Heart of America Chorus and 
special guest groups from Wellington, New Zealand, the 
Vocal FX Chorus under the direction of Charlotte Murray , 
and last year’s fourth place medalist quartet and past College 
Quartet Champs Musical Island Boys.  What a lineup, and 
what a way to kick off the week, and throw in a free afterglow 
after the concert.   

This concert is primarily a fund-raiser to help the New 
Zealand groups offset travel expenses of traveling half-way 
around the world.  Tickets should be available any day by 
logging on to www.MidlandKC.com or 1.800.745.3000.   

In addition to all of the regular convention events, there 
will be “extra added attractions” galore.  Tuesday night will 
again feature the college quartet contest at the Sprint Center.  
On Wednesday the competition starts with the quartet quarter-
finals. Thursday brings the quartet semi-finals and the AIC 
Show in the evening. The AIC Show will feature the 50-year 
anniversary of the quartet champs, The Suntones, and the 25th 
anniversary of CSD’s own Rural Route 4.  Friday brings the 
two chorus contest sessions. Who will be this year’s 
International Chorus Champions?  Saturday’s schedule has the 
Harmony Foundation Presents Concert at 2:00 p.m. featuring 
Rockapella, Storm Front, and probably one blockbuster group 
to be arranged. Saturday evening will feature the 
Father/Son/Grandson Chorus appearing on stage before the 
quartet finals.   

If that’s not enough, how about a multi-chorus afterglow 
Saturday night in Bartle Hall, adjacent to the headquarters 
hotel, the Downtown Marriott?  Top this all off Sunday 

morning with a church service featuring Calvin Yoder and 
the Rural Route 4!  Folks, it doesn’t get any better than 
this—or does it? 

We’re still working out a few details, but more than likely 
there will be a Kansas City style BBQ in between the chorus 
contest sessions Friday afternoon, some early arriving 
choruses and quartets being featured at a 4th of July 
celebration at Riverfront Park in Kansas City, plus some other 
special events still in progress.   

To top it off we put all the singing events in the Sprint 
Center, recently named the second most popular concert venue 
in the United States, add in the recently completed Power and 
Light Entertainment District located right across the street 
from the Sprint Center, put 54 restaurants in that district, and 
lastly add in the “Barbershop Shrine” in the old lobby of the 
Muehlebach Hotel, and folks, it doesn’t get any better than 
this.   

Folks it looks like I just described one week of Barbershop 
Heaven in 2011.  See you soon.   
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Wichita Awaits CSD Choruses, Quartets, Collegiates 
By Jim Bagby, C&J Vice President 

  
  
     New CSD chapter officers and all music leaders, now is the time to make your plans to take part in the spring competition at 
Wichita the weekend of April 7-10.   Yes, we did have some quick-stepping to rearrange this year's spring convention, but plans are 
moving full speed now for a dandy time in the Sunflower State! 
  
   One of the advantages of the changes in dates was the high quality of judges we were able to secure.  Ever hear of Joe 
Connelly?  (awesome!) Jay Gialliambardo?   Jim DeBusman?  That's just a sample of the fine panel that will be deciding who 
represents the Central States District at the 2011 International Convention in Kansas City!  That's quartets AND collegiate foursomes. 
    
   Let's not forget our great small chorus contest.  Not only will we crown a Plateau A Chorus Champ, but we expect some barn-burner 
Plateau AA competitors. A new Plateau A award will be given:  a novice chorus award to a chapter that has not been onstage before, 
or in a coon's age.  Some of our Kansas cousins already have indicated they plan to shoot for that honor! 
  
   Don't forget the audience favorite awards everyone gets to vote on:  favorite quartet part, best up tune, favorite ballad, most 
entertaining song...you remember those fun awards that don't involve the official panel at all!  
  
  The entry form already is online, readily accessible through the Society's ebiz web site.  The entry deadline is March 18, three weeks 
prior to contest, and the draw will be sent out on March 25.    
  
  If you have any questions, gimme a holler at jbagby3@kc.rr.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Map of Wichita 
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Hosted by the Wichita Chapter 

 
Deadline to submit hotel registration is March 1, 2011 ; show all persons occupying room. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 
** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed 
room.  Please list all names staying in the room: 
 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 
 
3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. 
 
 Hyatt Regency Wichita, 400 W Waterman, Wichita, KS 67202 
 
_____ $99.00 King       Check-in time 3:00 PM and check-out time 12:00 AM  
_____ $99.00 Two double beds 
_____  $124 Triple Occupancy 
_____  $124 Quadruple Occupancy 
 
____  Non-Smoking room requested 
 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
� �� :  Hotels require a credit card to make and guarant ee a room reservation or a check for 
the first night room rate or the hotel will not acc ept the reservation.  Prices listed do not 
include State or City taxes. The hotels will not ac cept reservations from individuals or groups. 
 
Room Reservation by credit card: Type of Card: ________________________   Exp. Date: ______________ 

 

Card # _____________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK  �  2603 Lynner Drive  �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 515-277-9884   �    Fax (515) 286-3364  �   E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 
To reserve your room online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention  button and click on 
Housing Form . This form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted.  
 
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
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2011 Spring Convention 
Schedule of Events 
Wichita, Kansas 

 

Please note that this is a tentative schedule and is subject to change.  
Please go to the district website www.centralstatesdistrict.com for the latest schedule. 

 
 
 

Thursday, April 7 th   
   
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Pre - Convention Meeting Birch 203 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. PAT Meeting Birch 203 
   
Friday, April 8 th   
   
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Board Meeting Birch 203 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration Cypress 209 Foyer 
1:00 p.m. – 3 p.m. House Of Delegates Cypress B 
2:00 p.m.- 3 p.m. Sound Check Orpheum 
3:00 p.m. – 5 p.m. The Frontier Story Cypress B 
5:00 p.m.- 9 p.m. Pattern Room 1 205/207 
5:00 p.m.- 9 p.m. Pattern Room 2 207/205 
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Quartet Pattern Hyatt 
7:00 p.m. -10 p.m. Quartet Semi-Finals Orpheum 
   
Saturday, April 9th   
   
7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Chorus Warm-Ups Hyatt 
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Registration Cypress 209B Foyer 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Chorus Contest Orpheum 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Collegiate Quartet Contest Orpheum 
2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Chorus Evaluations Orpheum 
   
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Pattern Room 1 Walnut 208 
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Pattern Room 2 Osage 207 
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Quartet Pattern Hyatt 
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Quartet Finals Orpheum 
   
Sunday, April 10th   
   
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Convention Wrap-Up Chisholm Trail Room 
?? Sunday Service  
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Convention registration a 
little different 
By Lonnie Miner,  
CSD Convention Registration 
 

CSD Spring Convention Registration will be a little 
different than in the past.  We will have open seating for the 
general membership.  The new members, sponsors and board 
members will still have reserved seating.  Only those members 
and guests will have seat numbers on their badges. 

The cost of registration is $50.00 for the convention with 
$5.00 off for the early registration.   Student registration is half 
price ($25.00) with half the discount ($2.50) for early 
registration.   

For those registering online:  DO NOT use one computer 
to register with two credit cards.  Please have everyone in your 
group pay one person and use only one credit card on that 
computer.  PayPal will think this is a scam and will not allow 
any payment go through.   

If you have more than 8 to 10 people in your group, please 
use the Excel form from the website.  We can copy and paste 
these registrations directly into the registration database  

without typing errors.  If you use the Excel form, we can 
accept a Chorus check sent to the address on the “instruction 
page” of the Excel form. 

������������	�
���
���	���������������
������
�������������������
By Dave Haase, Serenade Editor 
 

Karen Nanninga, the award-winning editor of the 
Manhattan, Kansas bulletin, InCider Press, will be filling my 
shoes for the May issue of the Serenade. She will be assisted 
by Roy Rogers, CSD Marketing and PR VP. Submit your 
articles and advertising to Roy by e-mailing him at 
rleerogers@gmail.com by April 21. Karen will perform her 
editing and layout magic after Roy collects all the submissions 
and gives them a good proofreading. Please extend them the 
same courtesy as you would me by getting your submissions 
in on time. 

 
 In case you haven’t heard, I’m getting married on April 

16th to Cathy Doubet. We’ve been dating the last 2-1/2 years 
and decided it was time to tie the knot. For those wondering, 
yes, there’ll be barbershop at the wedding ceremony. Possible 
Side Effects, a popular barbershop foursome in the Quad-City 
Area, will be singing a couple of songs for us. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Central States District Spring Convention 
April 8-9, 2011 Wichita, Kansas 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
 

First Name __________________ Last __________________________ BHS# ____________ 
Chapter/Quartet Name___________________________________ Chapter # ______________ 
Address________________________________________ Phone #_____________________ 
City ___________________________________________ Zip Code____________________ 
 
Note: All competitors are required to purchase a registration, they must also enter the contest and make housing 
arrangements. Single event registrations, if available, will be sold at the convention. Registrations will not be 
processed without full payment. Registrations and discounts are ½ price for students through age 25. 
 
IF SPECIAL SEATING IS REQUIRED - PLEASE ADVISE. Wheelchair____ Other____(unable to climb stairs) 

 
Saturday Night Showcase and all competition events are included in the registration price. Early Discount applies until 
March 19, 2011. There are no discounts after that date. If family or spouse, indicate in “Membership #”. 
Registration 

Total                                                                                                              Registration        Discount                 Total 

Registrant at top:___ additional registrants below                                       $50.00      $5.00       _______ 
First name                        Last name                           Membership #    
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
_______________  ________________  ___________      $50.00       $5.00      _______ 
All Seats Reserved for All Sessions                              GRAND TOTAL $   _________ 
 

Please make Chorus checks payable to: CSD Convention, BHS 
 

Personal checks are not accepted 
To register using a credit card, go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com 

Groups (10+) and electronic registration is available at www.centralstatesdistrict.com 
Please include your email address for confirmation. __________________________________ 

 
Mail Completed forms to: 
CSD Registration Chairman 
Lonnie Miner 
519 S Chicago Ave 
Hastings, NE 68901-5830 

Registrations and tickets 
are not refundable 
 
Additional fees will apply to 
declined credit cards. 

Registration packages will be available in the 
convention registration area. 
Registration Questions? 
Phone: (402) 462-2630 or 469-3945 
Email: bbscsd@windstream.net 

.  
Please use 1 line per registrant. For more than 10, use Excel file from website. 
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Progression would like to take a moment to express how 
excited we are to represent the Central States District as the 
2010 District Champions. Our visit to Mason City was one we 
will never forget. The men of the River City Chorus showed 
all competitors the best in hospitality and ran an incredible 
contest.  

 
We would like to take a second to thank some of the 

people who helped us get to this point. First of all, the Central 
States District, you are the best and we will strive to represent 
you in that tradition. Next, our home chapters, The 
Ambassadors of Harmony and the Gentlemen of 
Sound…they have been so supportive of our journey. Third, 
to our many coaches who have given of their time and talent 
so abundantly. Finally, Progression would like to thank our 
families and loved ones. Your support of our “hobby” has 
brought us to this place and given our voices reason to sing.  

 
We look forward to seeing all of you as we travel around 

the district in the coming year.  
Matt-Mark-Chris-Mark  
Progression – 2010 Central States District Quartet 
Champions 

 
 

CSD announces new District 
Convention Chairman 
By Harvey Kiser, CSD President 

 
I am pleased to announce that 

Jerry Forbes (pictured on the 
left) of the Sioux City, Iowa 
chapter has accepted our request 
to be our district's Convention 
Chairman.  Dean Beckman, CSD 
Executive VP and formerly 
Convention Chairman, says that 
Jerry is an exceptional planner 
and organizer.  Jerry was the host 
chapter chairman in Sioux City 
last spring and did a good job.  He 
will be an asset to us with his 

experience in organizing conventions and from his experience 
in being a professor in engineering.   

Jerry is the director of the Siouxland Discovery Chorus 
and is a member of the quartet, Assorted Parts.  He has held 
various administrative positions in his chapter including 
chapter president. 

Please welcome Jerry to his new role in the district.  
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Letter from Dale Heiliger 
2010 Hall of Fame recipient 
 
October 26, 2010 
 
To all barbershoppers at large, 
 

Not in my wildest dreams did I ever imagine I would 
be a recipient of such an honorable award as was 
presented to me recently at the district contest in Mason 
City, Iowa. I have loved and enjoyed all my many years 
singing with fellow barbershoppers – and now being 
inducted to the CSD Hall of Fame!  

What an honor and I wish to thank each and every 
one of you who participated. 

 
Keep the Whole World Singing! 

     Dale C. Heiliger

 

Dale Heiliger says a few words after being inducted into 
the CSD Hall of Fame. Don Fuson, the 2009 Hall of Fame 
recipient, made the presentation. Photo by Jayne Morden

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Little Theater encounter in Arkansas  
provides fun barbershop coincidence   
By Jim Bagby 
 

The Rogers Little Theatre in Northwest Arkansas is just one 
block from the Daisy Airgun Museum, where you can see the 
Daisy Red Ryder BB gun that has made 9 million boys happy 
and probably never put one eye out.  Rogers has been home of 
Daisy Manufacturing since 1958. 
 
  Rogers also claims the very first Wal-Mart store, so the 
surrounding Fayetteville-Springdale-Bentonville area is 
booming with Walton family money and expansion.  The 
Greater Ozarks Chapter, which meets in neighboring 
Bentonville, is the southernmost in the Central States District.  
 
   The theater is one of the most acclaimed in the region, 
putting on top-notch adult and children's productions.  This 
past summer one of its offerings was "South Pacific," and the 
male lead, playing plantation owner Emile de Becque, was a 
relative newcomer who had just moved to Bella Vista from 
Utah. 
. 
   During rehearsals, the conversation among a couple of cast 
members somehow happened onto barbershop.  The singer 
playing Bloody Mary, Kristin Calhoun , is a RLT regular, and 
she lit up immediately.  "Oh, yes, my father won an 
international championship in a quartet."  
    
   The actor, Ron Sasine, responded, "Well, so did my brother, 
in 1996 in Salt Lake City."   Kristin thought she was being put 
on, but she replied, "My dad won in Salt Lake City in 1986." 
 
   Neither was kidding.   Ron is the brother of FWD's Nightlife 
lead John Sasine, and Kristin is my daughter.  I sing baritone 

with the CSD's Rural Route 4, who incidentally are getting 
ready to celebrate the 25th anniversary of that event at the 
Kansas City international convention this July.  Y'all come! 
 
   And as you can see from the picture, John flew in from his 
South Jordan, Utah, home for the last two performances of the 
musical, and even brought his parents, while Joann and I 
drove down from Kansas City.  As unbiased reviewers, we all 
gave Emil and Bloody Mary top marks for brilliant singing 
and acting jobs! 
 

 

"SOUTH PACIFIC" STARS, GROUPIES -- Gathering in 
the Rogers Little Theatre lobby are (from left) Jim Bagby, 
Ron (Emil) Sasine, Kristin (Bloody Mary) Calhoun and 
John Sasine.   (Photo by Joann Bagby) 
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Portable 
Leadership 
Academy being 
developed  
By David Montgomery, 
CSLT VP 
 

It’s been a busy fall getting ready for the upcoming 
Leadership Academy, February 4-6 in St. Joseph.  This is 
always an entertaining and enlightening experience, but we’ve 
lined up a great group of facilitators and Afterglow performers 
that will leave you hollering for more.  Watch for a full report 
of this in the May Serenade. 

 
In January the Society CSLT Committee met in Las

 Vegas.  Society leadership has indicated that the “LT 
(Leadership Training)” part of CSLT has been the focus for 
the last two or three years, and that this year the focus should 
swing to the “CS (Chapter Support)” part of the mission.  
More information on what this will mean for the district will 
be available in February. 

 
As the excitement of the Leadership Academy subsides, 

CSLT leadership in the District will soon be turning its 
attention to fulfilling an ambitious part of our charge for 2011 
– developing a “portable” Leadership Academy to make 
available to chapters that typically cannot attend the full 
Academy due to cost and distance concerns.  This innovative 
approach to increasing opportunities for chapters has been 
discussed for some time, but 2011 will see us putting details 
into place, and we hope to be able to conduct a trial run late in 
the calendar year.  Stay tuned for more information as this 
effort progresses. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Getting to know 
your new South 
Dakota VP 
By Tim Ries 
 

I want to take a little bit of your 
time and introduce myself to all of 
you. My name is Tim Ries and I 
am honored to have been selected 
to represent South Dakota as their 

VP for the Central States District. 
 
Born and raised in the upper northeast part of the CSD in 

Watertown, South Dakota, I am the youngest of seven 
children. When I was about eight years old a man by the name 
of Jim Griffith  moved into town. It is with that move that the 
sound of barbershop became embedded in my soul. There was 
no chorus in the area so Jim started the Watertown chorus. 

 
I grew up listening to his chorus and all the great quartets 

of the time, singing with all the albums we had, The Jax of 
Harmony, The Formalities, and the Dealers Choice just to 
name a few. It is hard to believe that by the age of 12 I sang 
lead with so many good quartets (if only they knew what they 
were missing). I never sing in the Watertown chorus or any 
chorus in school. Not even in the shower where anybody could 
hear me. 

 
Later in life I joined the Navy and went off to see the 

world. After a tour in Jacksonville, Florida, I was assigned to a 
wonderful place...Munich, Germany. I never sang or listened 
to barbershop while there for my tour, but did find happiness 
and harmony meeting my wife, Susan. By the time we came 
back to South Dakota we had started a family, a son, Justin, 
and a daughter, Jennifer. 

 

Here we are some 20 years after Jim Griffith came to town 
and still I never sang a song. That was all about to change. We 
were staying with my folks when we moved back from 
Germany and one night I heard that four-part sound! Just like 
Christmas morning I ran down the steps to find that my dad 
had scheduled a guest night at his house. 42 guys were singing 
barbershop in the living room! That was the fall of 1994 and I 
have been singing ever since! 

 
I have enjoyed my time with a wonderful bunch of guys 

over the past 16 years; singing in the chorus, helping with 
Singing Valentines and other great events. Three other guys 
even took me out after practice one night and told me I could 
sing with them! Now I have my own quartet, too. They let me 
sing (lead), chair shows, set up guest quartets, and even be the 
president of the chapter from time to time. One of the big 
thrills came when I was standing on stage and watched my 
father receive his Barbershopper of the Year award during the 
South Dakota festival. Other great times have been singing 
with my brothers in harmony when we created an 80 man 
chorus for the "Redlin Center" annual show. Our quartet, 
Hogwild, was even invited back last year to perform a set in 
front of 10,000 people. 

 
I have met many wonderful people from all over the 

district and I really look forward to meeting many more 
(including every barbershopper in South Dakota). I hope to 
help every chorus in South Dakota become bigger and better 
and promote the forming of more quartets to enjoy the fun and 
friendship of singing. 

 
I'm still a proud member of the military, now with the 

South Dakota Army National Guard. I have had two 
deployments, first to the Persian Gulf and another to Iraq. At 
this time I am in charge of recruiting for Southeast South 
Dakota. Feel free to contact me any time, any day.
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CSD Society 
Board Liaison 
Message  
By Dwayne Cooper,  
BHS Treasurer 
 

Greetings to the men of CSD 
on behalf of Society President 
Alan Lamson and the entire 

Board of Directors and belated new year wishes for a 
successful 2011.  I’m excited to have CSD as my 
assignment for this year and expect to have many fruitful 
discussions with your president, Harvey Kiser.  I will be 
attending your Spring Convention in Wichita and look 
forward to getting to know many of you. 

 
I have been asked to provide some of background 

information.  I am the newly-elected Society Treasurer 
after having just completed a two-year term as President of 
the Southwestern District.  I am a CPA and am employed 
as Director of Finance and Administration at the Long 
Center for the Performing Arts, a nonprofit theater in 
Austin, Texas.  I am a 35-year Society member and a 
certified chorus director, currently directing the New 
Braunfels Hill Country Chorus .  

 
A little further back, I was born in Columbia, MO while 

my father was a student at Mizzou.  I grew up in Carrollton, 
MO and most of my relatives live in either Kansas City or 
Springfield, MO.   

 
I recall hearing my first barbershop quartet while 

attending summer music camp in Warrensburg, MO.  I 
began singing barbershop in the Society’s original Young 
Men in Harmony program in Bloomington, IL in 1976 and 
my first competition was on the International stage in 
Philadelphia in 1977.  That convention is where I first met 
my wife, Barbara.  We have been married 30 years and 
have two children, Daniel (22) and Mackenzie (19).  
Daniel is a third-generation barbershopper and competed in 
a collegiate quartet, Pleasant Street, in Philadelphia last 
summer.  Our family vacation is the International 
Convention each summer and we are really looking 
forward to Kansas City this year! 

 
My role as Society liaison to CSD entails working 

closely with your president, Harvey Kiser, and I will be a 
resource to any member to answer questions about or take 
suggestions to the Society.  By the time you read this, I will 
have met with your CSD leaders in Las Vegas at the 
Midwinter Convention.  I can’t wait to learn more about all 
the successes in the CSD Chapters and share these stories 
around the Society.  Feel free to contact me by email at 
dwaynecoop@aol.com . 
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce 

 
1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 

2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than 

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Getting to know Denny Wofford 
and Ray Brown 
 

Denny Wofford  -  
Denny has been married to the 

love of his life, Marty , for 31 years. 
Together they have four daughters - 
Andrea, Erinn, Jordan, and Ursula, 
who have blessed them with seven 
grandchildren.   

Denny has been in barbershop for 
over 30 years, starting out with St. 
Louis #1 and Circa 1904 quartet.  He 
has been with The Ambassadors of 

Harmony for the past 24 years serving on their Board of 
Directors for the past 21 years, five as their President.  Denny 
has also been their Show Chairmen for the past 11 years. 

Ray Brown – 

Ray Brown is 64, divorced and has two children. He has 
dated Kathleen for 28 years. He is a retired PE instructor and 
coach in the Bellevue, Nebraska public schools. He taught 
Elementary Physical Education for 33 years. He coached a 
little bit of everything, but ended up coaching volleyball for 
about 12 years. He then spent the rest of his career being the 
computer specialist at his elementary school.   

 

Ray has been a barbershopper for 
20 years. He started in barbershop in 
the 1970’s, but sat out for ten years. 
Ray states, “The coaching kicked in 
and it trashed my voice. I couldn’t sing 
for about 10 years. I was very lucky 
not to have permanent damage. ” 

 
 Ray has been back for about 14 

years. When he came back he started 
out by taking private lessons from a 
coach that specialized in the treatment 

of damaged voices. The training she gave him was exactly 
what the barbershop gods demanded. 

Ray has been with Fremont chapter for the past nine years; 
seven of those years has been on the board. Ray has also been  
Program VP for two years, President for three years, and now 
starting his second year as Immediate Past President. 
 

Reminders about Show Clearance 
and ASCAP Reporting forms 

By Mark Fuerniss, CSD 
Secretary 

Congratulations to your new 
and returning chapter officers.  
Please give them your support in 
the upcoming year.  It is because 
of their willingness to volunteer 
their time and effort that we can 
enjoy our “hobby”.  Hopefully 
new and returning chapter officers 
and leaders will be able to attend 

the Leadership Academy in St. Joe(sic) in February. 
 
Just a reminder to all chapter secretaries, get your chapter 

show listed in our District Events Calendar (on the District 
web site and in the Serenade) by sending me your Application 
for Show Clearance BMI/SESAC application forms (5 copies 
please). If you would include a note with your show 
information, e.g. guest quartet, times, ticket prices, etc, I can 
relay the information to the Society and the Society will list 
your show on the Society web site under 
http://www.barbershop.org/calendar/76.html  or send me an e-
mail with the information after your have received your show 
clearance.   

 
Chapter treasurers and secretaries, if you have not already 

done so, and if your chapter had performances in 2010, be sure 
to send an ASCAP Reporting Form to Nashville with at least 
the minimum $219 ASCAP fee for 2010.  In order to avoid a 
deluge of ASCAP Reporting Forms at the end of the year, 
Nashville suggests sending the ASCAP Reporting Form and a 
separate check for ASCAP fees to the District Secretary when 
chapters make application for their first performance in 2011.  
The minimum ASCAP fee for 2011 is $222.  For questions 
regarding ASCAP contact Society’s Erin Elkins , 
eelkins@barbershop.org.  
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Cody Choraliers give back to 
local schools  
By Tim Linn, Leavenworth Times 
 
Leavenworth, Kan. — They’ve been raising a heck of a lot 
more than their voices this year.  
 
The Cody Choraliers, the Leavenworth barbershop chorus 
that serves as the local chapter of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society, have long been giving a portion of their proceeds to 
charitable causes.  
 
According to Tim Anderson, vice president of membership 
for the club, the process for that charitable giving has changed 
over the years.  
 
“Several years back, we kind of took stock of who we were 
and what we wanted to do, and we refocused our charitable 
contributions that we provide to the community,” Anderson 
said. “We decided that rather than shipping that off to our 
international society and letting them put the money to very 
good uses, we wanted to keep it here in our own community.”  
 
Mike Owen, president of the Cody Choraliers, said the group 
began to deliver letters to each of the public school vocal 
music departments in the county asking for proposals as part 
of a competitive grant process.  
 
Jonnie Brice, director of vocal music at Lansing High School, 
said over the years her school has been able to upgrade the 
sound system at the district auditorium and purchase stools to 
be used in performances using grant funds from the 
Choraliers.  
 
“There’s just been things along the way that they’ve helped us 
with,” that the district might not necessarily have budgeted for 
at the time, she said.  
 
This year, Owen said the board of the Choraliers decided to 
approach the process differently in order to reach more 
students.  
 
“We just decided to give everybody money,” he said.  
 
Anderson said the group is always trying to share barbershop 
harmonies with the community through its annual concert and 
events like the upcoming Christmas caroling.  
 
This year, Owen said the group’s annual concert at the 
Lansing School District Auditorium, which featured a 
performance by reigning international barbershop quartet 
champions Storm Front, was sold out.  

 
“Through selling those tickets we raise a lot of money, and 
that keeps us going in our hobby, but we like to share that with 
the youth,” Anderson said.  
 
Representatives from each of the public school districts in 
Leavenworth County — Leavenworth, Lansing, Pleasant 
Ridge, Tonganoxie, Basehor-Linwood and Fort Leavenworth 
— were on hand to accept their awards, a total sum of $4,000.  
 
To some, the extra funding was a surprise. Tom Gifford , 
music instructor at Tonganoxie Middle School and 
Tonganoxie High School, said he was a little surprised to find 
that his school was going to receive the money. But that’s not 
to say the funds won’t be put to good use. He said there is an 
upcoming high school trip to St. Louis, as well as equipment 
needs.  
 
“We really need a portable keyboard to take along with us,” 
Gifford said.  
 
In the future, Owen said the club hopes to continue providing 
funds for community schools if possible as a way to show 
thanks.  
 
“We are so appreciative of the community for supporting us,” 
Owen said. 

 

 
Brad Cox, treasurer of the Cody Choraliers, listens as 
group president, Mike Owen tells a story while waiting for 
representatives of the county’s public schools to line up 
behind an oversized check. The Choraliers donated $4,000 
to area schools this year. 

 
Copyright 2010 Leavenworth Times. Some rights reserved 
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District and Society Calendar 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately May 15, 2011 
                    

2011 Chapter Shows 
 
March 5 - St. Louis Suburban, MO, St. Ann Community 
Center 
March 5 - Iowa City, IA, Englert Theatre. 
March 19 – Fort Dodge, Iowa, Decker Auditorium  
(2 shows) 
 
March 19-20 – Beatrice, NE, Hevelone Center (2 shows) 
March 25-26 – Fremont, NE, McPhearson Theater 
(3 shows) 
 
April 2 –Kearney, NE, Merryman Center (2 shows) 
April 2 - Mason City, Iowa, North Iowa Area CC (2 shows) 
April  2 – Milbank, SD, Milbank High School 
April 2 - Hays, KS chapter, Beach Schmidt Performing 
Arts Center on the Fort Hays State University campus  
(2 shows)  
 
April 16- Kansas City, MO, Unity Village Activity Center 
(2 shows) 
 
April 16 - Manhattan, KS - McCain Auditorium (2 shows) 
April 16 - Viborg, SD,  Viborg School Gym. 
April 29 - Florissant Valley, MO, Florissant Valley Civic 
Center Theatre 

 
April 30 - Davenport, Iowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall  
May 7 – Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of the Nazarene  
(2 shows) 
 
May 21 – Overland Park, KS, Bishop Miege High School 
(2 shows) 
 
                                            

Society and District Events 
 
 
March 11-13 – Top Gun School, Kansas City, MO. 
 
April 8-10 – CSD Spring Convention 
Wichita, Kansas 
 
July 3-10 – International Convention  
Kansas City, MO 
 
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request  
show date 
 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
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