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Fall convention all 
under one roof 
By Jerry Forbes 
CSD Convention 
Chairman 

Choruses, quartets, chapter 
delegates, members and friends, 
the CSD fall convention will be 
in Kansas City October 7 – 9.  It 
will be all under one roof at the 
Hyatt Regency Crown Center 
Hotel.   

Choruses, large and small, can compete for the right to 
perform at the 2012 International Convention in Portland, or 
compete for the experience, judging, and coaching only 
available at a convention. 

Chapter quartets, this is the best opportunity to perform for 
a great audience, get evaluations and scores from the judges, 
and share in all of the activities of the convention. 

If your chapter is only sending a few participants to the 
convention, make sure you designate one of them to be your 
chapters delegate for the House of Delegates meeting on 
Friday.  This is an important part of the Central States District 
operation and decision making process. 

To all other barbershoppers and their families: This is an 
opportunity to see great performances in chorus and quartet 
contests and the CSD Past Champions Show. The convention 
also will include many other activities such as tag singing, 
woodshedding, afterglows, church service, and much more. 

As you know Kansas City is famous for its BBQ. Mike 
Mathieu, KC Chapter convention chairman, is looking into a 
BBQ dinner similar to the one they had for international. 
When details get hammered out information will be sent out to 
the chapters. 

If you’re looking for some night time fun after the singing 
is over hop on the MAX, the local bus service, and head to the 
Power and Light District. There are plenty of restaurants, bars, 
and live entertainment to choose from. For more information 
go to www.powerandlightdistrict.com. 

For the ladies and kids there’s the Crown Center Plaza just 
across the street from the Hyatt. Take the Link, the skywalk 
bridge, across the street and your there. There are plenty of 
shops and restaurants of different interest for everyone 
including the Crayola Store and Cafe, the Hallmark Store, 

Halls Crown Center, specialty shops for men, women, and 
children, pet boutiques, and the restaurant “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” For more information go to www.crowncenter.com. 

You also may want to bring the swim gear along in case 
the weather is warm like it was in July. Kansas City is also 
known as “The City of Fountains.”There’s a fountain near the 
hotel that is a popular place to cool down from the heat. The 
same fountain also has a dancing water show synchronized to 
the music of the Kansas City Symphony. If you can squeeze it 
into your schedule it is something you don’t want to miss. 

On behalf of your Central States District convention team 
and the local host chapter I encourage all members to 
seriously consider attending this fall convention October 8 - 
10.  

See you there!  

 

The Hyatt Regency Crown Center 
 

More convention information inside 
 

Chorus and quartet entry…….page 8 
Hotel reservation form………..page 9 
Schedule of events……………..page 10 
Convention registration………page 11-12 
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2011                        Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
2013                April 19-21             Oct 11-13 
2014                April 25-27             Oct 10-12 
2015                April 24-26             Oct 9-11 
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Great Times Experienced by 
CSD Barbershoppers at the 
International Convention 

By Harvey Kiser, 
CSD President 

 
All CSD barbershoppers offer our 
congratulations to our two collegiate 
quartets, five regular quartets and 

three choruses who went across the stage at the Sprint Center 
in Kansas City, performing their harmony for all of us.  They 
are our winners to be able to be on the international stage. 
 
The two collegiate quartets were ranked – 12th, Vintage 
Stock and 15th, Ring It On.  The quality of performances by 
the young men in the collegiate quartets is quite good.  In this 
year’s contest, the top seven highest scoring collegiate quartets 
would have placed them in the top 50 of the regular quartet 
competition.  In fact, two of them competed in the regular 
quartet contest and one of them finished in the top 20.  
 
In the regular quartet competition, two of our CSD quartets 
were in the top 20 – 3 Men and A Melody and Skyline with 
one earning the right to be the Semi-Finals Mic Tester – 
Voices Unlimited. 
 
In the chorus contest, our three choruses were in the top 14 – 
Fremont’s Pathfinders – 12th, Metro Kansas City’s Central 
Standard – 13th and Kansas City’s Heart of America – 14th.  
All were very close in their scores as you might think. 
 
Please send your thanks to the leaders and members of the 
Kansas City Chapter for organizing the convention and 
hosting us.  The chapter members put a lot of time into 
planning and also helping as volunteers.  This is the sixth time 
that the Kansas City Chapter has hosted the International 
Convention. Also, thanks to CSD barbershoppers and their 
family members and friends as well as other District members 
to be a part of team of volunteers. 

Another success story occurred at the KC International.  There 
is a continuation of an air of openness and cooperation 
between the Society Board of Directors (SBOD) and the 
District Presidents Council (DPC) and that began at the 2011 
Mid-winter Convention. 
 
There is a good feeling between the two groups somewhat like 
what Bill Biffle nicknamed “the new détente or glasnost.”  
The DPC met and shared ideas and concerns at the invitation 
of the SBOD for two hours at last week’s International 
Convention in KC.  Likewise we heard of the SBOD plans of 
relating and helping our chapters.  The Presidents and 
Executive Vice Presidents Council, including Harvey Kiser 
and Dean Beckman of CSD, consists of the 17 Districts of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society.  This was the second meeting 
of these groups with the first one being at the Midwinter 
convention in Las Vegas.  Thanks go to the leadership of Alan 
Lamson, the Society’s President and Pete Carentz, the 
DPC’s moderator.   
 
“What better way to accomplish the strengthening of our 
Society Chapters than by having the barbershoppers in these 
two groups gather around the table and feel connected,” said 
Pete Carentz in his remarks to the SBOD.  He continued 
saying, “The DPC as a group is united behind our Society 
President and Society Board with the belief that they are 
steering the ship (our Society) and charting the course (our 
future) in the right direction for the good of our Society 
chapters.”  
 
This was a great way to start the week followed by 
experiencing the quartets and choruses who competed on the 
International stage.  We also enjoyed the performances of 
others from CSD – Vocal Spectrum, Crossroads, 
Ambassadors of Harmony and Rural Route 4, who 
celebrated their 25th anniversary of receiving their quartet gold 
medal. Our CSD competitors and performers sang and 
performed their hearts out.  Way to go men!    See you in 
October for CSD fall convention!!! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

New SOP 
reviewers 
certified 
By Gale Demaree,  
SOP coordinator 

 

On Tuesday during the 
Society International 

Convention, Chuck Alexander, BHS Music and 
Performance and SOP adviser, presented the four-hour 
Standing Ovation Program (SOP) training and certification 
classes to a packed classroom of potential new SOP 
Reviewers.  The Central States District was well 

represented by a half dozen potential new SOP reviewers.  
With these added numbers of men qualified to review 
quartet and chorus performances, I hope we will be able to 
honor every request for a review. 

We are changing the process for quartets and choruses 
to request a review.  When a show receives clearance for 
the date requested District Secretary Mark Fuerniss will 
notify me.  I will then contact the chorus or quartet to offer 
a SOP review of the performance. 

Our purpose is to help you make your performance the 
most entertaining possible.  Our reviewers are qualified to 
help you with planning, song selection, timing, 
performance, and other aspects of show production.  Once 
you have chosen to have a reviewer for your performance 
he is on your team to help in any way possible.  Feel free to 
communicate with him about any aspect of your 
performance. 
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Kudos to Kansas 
City and CSD 
competitors 
By Dean Beckman, 
CSD Executive VP 
 

I know that many things have 
been said by others in this edition 
regarding the 2011 International 

Convention held in our own district last month. I am compelled to 
chime in with my comments as well! I must say that as I spent a 
week in Kansas City for meetings, attending the contests and 
shows, that I was so proud to be a CSD Barbershopper!  Mike 
Mathieu, Bob Burdick, the entire Heart of America Chapter 
and their many volunteers did an absolutely fantastic job of 
planning and hosting a superb convention! And to think they are 
now in the process of putting the final plans together for our CSD 
Fall Convention to be held this October!! I know that this Fall 
Convention will be a winner! …Don’t miss it!  

I was just as proud if not even more so of our many CSD 
competing quartets and choruses…… 

·  Vintage Stock – Collegiate 
·  Ring It On – Collegiate 
·  Skyline 
·  Progression 
·  Noise Boys 
·  Voices Unlimited 
·  3 Men & A Melody 
·  The Pathfinder Chorus 
·  Central Standard 
·  Heart of America 

A “great job!”  goes out to each and everyone that put forth 
so much to compete! Thanks to each of you! 

Our district president has recently sent out to all chapter 
presidents an encouragement to hold your chapter officer/ board 
elections early and make plans to have the new board attend our 
next Leadership Academy! I can guarantee that you will be glad 
that you attend the Leadership Academy. There are so many 
important informational opportunities and the fun of getting to 
know leaders from other CSD chapters as well. 

I would like to take just a moment to remind everyone that 
there has recently been a change in the administrative structured 
within our district. We continue to have a number of “program 
areas”. These programs areas are…… 

·  Membership – Mike Scott 
·  Music and Performance  - Jeremy Albright 
·  Choral Director – Jerry Gerrard 
·  Youth In Harmony – Duane Lawson 
·  Events and Financial Revenue – Don Fuson 
·  Marketing and PR – Roy Rogers 
·  Chapter Leadership and Leadership Training –   

David Montgomery 
·  Contest and Judging – Jim Bagby 

Each of these men’s contact information can be found in this 
issue of the Serenade and on the CSD website. If you have any 
questions and/or concerns, please contact them. The Program 
VP’s are within my area of supervision so you may also contact 
me if you have concerns or questions.  

Last year the House of Delegates determined that we would 
also provide positions of State VP’s for each state within the 
CSD…. 

·  Iowa – J.P. Marshall 
·  Kansas – Kevin Barker 
·  Missouri/Arkansas – Denny Wofford 
·  Nebraska – Ray Brown 
·  South Dakota – Tim Ries 

The State VP’s are under the supervision of our District 
President, Harvey Kiser. Please contact these men if you have any 
questions that might affect particular concerns within your state. 
Elections will be held at the Fall HOD for State VP’s in Iowa and 
Kansas. If your chapter is in Iowa or Kansas and has any 
nominations please forward them to Don Blank (Immediate Past 
President). 

I certainly encourage you all to attend our convention this fall 
in Kansas City. See you there! 

 

.
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Two in the Top 
Twenty!  
By Duane Lawson, 
CSD Youth in Harmony VP 
 

If you attended the Spring 
Convention, you witnessed a great 
Collegiate Competition. A quartet 

called “Ring It On”, which had representation from University 
of Missouri-St. Louis and the St. Charles chapter, won the 
CSD Collegiate Champion and in a close 2nd was a group of 
young men from Northwest Missouri State University and 
Central Standard named Vintage Stock. Both quartets received 
the opportunity to represent our district in the International 
Collegiate Competition. In addition, those quartets won 
scholarships to go to International from the Harmony 
Foundation along with assistance from the Central States 
District.  

The talent that performs at the International Competition is 
very good. There were a few quartets that competed in the 
collegiate and qualified in their district to compete in the 
regular international contest. “Ring It On” and “Vintage 
Stock” represented our district very well. “Vintage Stock” 
slipped past “Ring It On” and placed 12th in the competition 
while “Ring It On” captured 15th and both quartets performed 
fantastic. The St. Louis area and NWMSU has had a great 
history in our district of delivering district champions and 
International Medalists. Where will next year’s champion 
come from? 

The Golden Rule 
By Mike Scott, 
Membership VP  
 

Christian Hunter , my good 
friend and fellow District 
Membership VP from the Mid-
Atlantic District, shared this article 
he wrote in one of his newsletters 
recently with me.  
 

With his permission I will share this along with my brother 
barbershoppers around the CSD district. It’s very simple to 
follow. Just remember to follow it each week! Now, here’s the 
article…..(thanks, Christian!) 
                                         

Greet people – the way you would like to 
be greeted!  

I thought this would be a great time to share some 
hospitality tips I recently learned from a friend in another 
chapter, one that’s going to be performing at Internationals in 
fact.  For a recent guest night he shared tips on how to 

socialize with a guest.  For many of us, this may be second 
nature, but not all of us are as comfortable with chatting up 
someone we have just met. 

 ���������	�
��

The first concept is called “Opening”.  This is the art of 
starting a conversation and getting a guest to open up about 
himself.  We want to make the guest feel comfortable with us 
and to be included in not just our musical activities, but the 
social “down time” as well. If you see a guest who is by 
himself and not being approached by anyone, that's your guy. 
Obviously, don't be intrusive, but be welcoming.  Obvious 
conversation openers might include how he heard about us, or 
who he knows in the chorus.  Could be where he’s from, his 
musical background, etc.  After a few moments you’re bound 
to find common interests or experiences that will lead to 
stories and banter.  If he’s up for some singing, feel free to get 
a tag started, possibly letting him partner up with someone on 
his part. 

���

	�
��

The second concept is called “Passing”, and is an equally 
vital step. I highlight it here because it is perhaps less obvious 
than opening. Not everyone is going to click immediately, so 
if you're talking to a guest and don't feel like you have much 
to say, you may want to pass him to another chorus member. 
Simply walking away and leaving him standing wouldn’t be 
very hospitable.  Rather, introduce him to a member with 
whom he might have more to talk about or maybe get a group 
conversation going that he can be part of. Obviously, don't 
pass excessively -- you should get in as much good 
conversation as you can. �

The key with each of these ideas is to be inclusive with the 
guest.  When a guest comes by to see us, it is certain that he’ll 
be left not only with a great impression of our musicianship, 
but with a feeling of belonging and comfort that perhaps he 
didn’t expect.   

 

 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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Time to revisit the marketing plan 
By Roy Rogers, 
CSD Marketing and PR VP 

After spending a week (well almost...Tuesday - Sunday) in 
Kansas City at the International Convention, I got a good look 
at lots of parts of the whole convention.  I was fascinated by 
the way all the pieces fell together.  Okay, nothing that big 
comes off perfectly, but it was obvious that hours and hours of 
planning went into almost everything... registration, history 
room, merchandise displays, performances, classes held...you 
get the idea.  

     Peter Drucker, who wrote the management book 
everyone had to read years ago titled “Search for Excellence.” 
It spent chapter after chapter on planning... how to plan, what 
to plan, etc.  With the program year just about half over, this is 
a good time to revisit your marketing plan for the chapter year.  
Are there things that can be done now to prepare for the busier 
fall season that will soon be here?  What is the status of the 
marketing budget?  Will it stand the test for the remainder of 
the program year? 

These questions about marketing your chapter are yours to 
ask and answer.  The outcome of both will have a definite 
effect on your chapter’s program year.  Drucker said it best, 
Plan your work and then work your plan.”  Working hard to 
recruit new members and at the same time not planning to 
market your chapter as part of an overall plan seems like it 
could be counterproductive.  

 
Society Board 
meeting notes from 
international 
By Dwayne Cooper,  
Society Treasurer and CSD 
Board Liaison 
 

The meeting began with singing 
of the U.S. and Canada national 
anthems and “The Old Songs”, 

reading of the Society’s mission and vision statements, 
specific Board member responsibility appointments for the 
meeting, introduction of guests and visitors, approval of 
March, April and May Board meeting minutes, and formal 
receipt of Operations Team and Board committee and task 
force reports. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  While Midwinter profits exceeded 

budget, Kansas City International registrations are expected to 
be 300 under budget, even though initially budgeted 
registrations were significantly lower than Philadelphia actual.  
Projected KC net income is $250,000 vs. budget of $362,000.  
Revised 2011 net income projection is a loss of $236,000, 

which includes $296,000 of noncash depreciation, so positive 
cash flow is still expected. 

Recognizing the low mortgage rate environment and a 
balloon payment due in March 2012 on our existing HQ 
building loan, we are planning to refinance $1.2 million during 
the third quarter. 

 
Old Business:   
- Ed Watson reported that District Presidents (DPs) have 

decided to continue spring conventions in their present form 
for the time being. 

- The Board Annual Planning Cycle Committee (APCC) 
reviewed proposed changes to the Society CEO’s aims for 
2012 and beyond.  Further revisions will be made for approval 
at the fall meeting. 

- The President’s special task force to study the impact 
“permanent guests” are having on the Society recommended 
no response or action. 

- EVP Shannon Elswick assigned Board members to 
attend district fall HOD meetings as Board Representatives, 
distinguishing those from separately assigned “Board 
Liaisons” to the districts. 

 
New Business: 
- The Board approved appointment of Interim Executive 

Director Larry Deters. 
- The President’s Management and Finance Task Force 

reported progress on developing final recommendations 
regarding improved communication, cash and debt 
management, financial status and relationships between the 
Society and Harmony Foundation. 

- A new CEO position description for recruiting purposes 
was approved. 

- The Board approved a recommendation to pursue a 
website document organization plan. 

- The Board approved affiliation of the Spanish 
Association of Barbershop Singers (SABS). 

- A proposal to schedule the fall board meeting in 
conjunction with the mini-forum in Dallas is being considered. 

- The new Comcast video on demand cable channel was 
demonstrated. 

- Existing Board officers (President Alan Lamson, EVP 
Shannon Elswick, Treasurer Dwayne Cooper, IPP Bill 
Biffle ) were elected for an additional one-year term for 2012. 

- New board members Joe Cerutti and Gary Plaag were 
elected effective 1/1/12 to replace Gary Parker and Ted 
Devonshire, who are completing their three-year term 
12/31/11. 

 
District Presidents’ Council:  The Board met jointly with 

the DP Council, receiving presentations on the new Operation 
Harold Hill starting 1/1/12 and the Society board member 
election process.  There was also an open forum of discussion 
on a variety of topics. 

The Board meeting adjourned with the singing of “Keep 
the Whole World Singing”. 

As always, feel free to email me with any comments or 
questions:  dwaynecoop@aol.com 
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Have you heard 
from the district? 
By J. P. Marshall, Iowa VP 
 

District representatives are trying 
to meet with every chapter in the 
district.  Our goal is to come out and 
have an early meeting with the 
chapter leaders before your rehearsal 

and then come visit your regular rehearsal.  We have several 
questions that the society and district are asking us to have you 
answer, however we are mainly doing these visits to listen to 
you and get suggestions on what the district and society can do 
to make barbershopping more enjoyable for all members of 
the district.   

If you have not been visited already, we are trying to get 
there and hope you will be thinking about what to suggest 
when we ask, “What we can do to make barbershopping 
better?”  In the mean time or if you have already been visited 
please feel free to contact anyone on the district board if you 
have a suggestion for us. 

 
Thank you for your help as we work to make CSD the best 

district in every way! 
 
 

 
                               

Kansas Happenings 
By Kevin Barker, 
Kansas VP 

Since I missed the last deadline 
for my article in the Serenade,  I 
want to remember to thank all the 
hard working members of the 
Wichita Air Capital chorus for a well 
run Spring convention in Wichita! 

As far as reporting on Kansas chapters:  a new chapter is 
forming in Kansas called Men in Harmony Chorus!  It’s the 
result of joining the McPherson and Hutchinson chapters into 
one. So congratulations to all, and thanks for your hard work 
and dedication to our great hobby! 

A few years ago Lee Richards from the Hutchison chapter 
organized a mass sing at the Kansas State Fair held in 
September.   It was very successful for a couple of years, and 
was a event we all looked forward to!  I understand that 
attempts have been made for the last two years to cross the 
“T’s” and dot the “I’s” to make this happen again.  Since it’s 
already the end of July, and we haven’t yet heard from The 
Fair officials, it looks like we’ll have to try for next year.  

So if you have any thoughts on how we can get a bunch of 
Barbershoppers together and sing for a big crowd, send your 
ideas my way! 
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C’mon back to Kansas City this fall 
By Jim Bagby, C&J Vice President  

  
     Is it possible that the Central States District will send four choruses to international competition for the first time it its history?   Come to Kansas 
City this fall and see, but that does appear to be a distinct possibility!   (And that thud you heard was the district treasurer falling out of his chair). 

     The two-time gold medalist Ambassadors of Harmony from St. Charles returns to the competition scene, and most folks figger they are the 
odds-on favorite for another chorus title in Portland.   In fact, we hear they have scared the mighty Vocal Majority  from Dallas clear out of the race, 
although that remains to be seen.   

     Then we have the rest of the CSD chorus powers, all of whom placed in the top 15 at the just-completed 2011 international Society chorus wars in 
Kansas City:  Fremont 12th, Central Standard 13th and host Heart of America 14th.   Why should not all of 'em earn a spot in the Portland field? 

      And the quartet championship could be wide open, depending on how you handicap the field.   Under any system, it should be a lively weekend 
Oct. 7-9 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, with everything under one roof.  Yep, there’s no traveling from the headquarters to another venue.   The 
competition will be in the ballroom.   

       Here's what you need to know if you plan to compete:  the deadline for quartet and chorus registrations is Sept. 16.   As always, that's three 
weeks before the contest.  Go to ebiz.barbershop.org, look for contest entry along the menu at the top right side of the page, click on that and follow 
the steps.   If you run into problems, drop me a note: jbagby3@kc.rr.com 

   Senior quartets who want to be part of the international competition at the Mid-Winter Convention in Tucson next January, this is where you 
qualify.   

    Double-A and Triple-A Plateau Choruses, this is where you claim your trophy.   Plateau A choruses, you are welcome, too, as well as at the spring 
convention coming up in Omaha.  With the hotel setting, we're looking at having singing evaluations for all choruses, if possible. 

    One thing is certain:  having just hosted more than 6,000 barbershoppers, the Kansas City Chapter knows how to throw a convention party, so 
c'mon down!

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Hosted by the Kansas City Chapter 
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Deadline to submit hotel registration is September 9, 2011 ; show all persons names occupying room. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 

** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed room.   
Please list all  names of persons staying in the room: 
 

1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 

3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________
 

Hyatt Regency Crown Center 
2345 McGee St 

 

 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. (estimated  rate 15.225%)
 
___   King  $99 
___   Double / Double  $99 
___  Triple Occupancy $124 
___  Quadruple Occupancy $149 (Max in room 4)  
 
Roll away bed available 
 
Parking 
Valet 
Short term (in and out same day) $9.00 
Overnight (with in and out privileges) $19.00 per night 
 
 

 
Self Parking 
Overnight (with in and out privileges) $15.00 
Early Bird (in before 10am and out the same say) $8.25 
This hotel cannot accommodate vehicles that are taller 
than 6’9” (i.e. no motorhomes, tall vans, etc) 
 
Internet 
Guest Rooms: High-Speed Internet – Wired 
T-Mobile Hotspot Wireless Broadband 
Meeting Rooms: High-Speed internet wired 
Public Areas: T-Mobile Wireless Broadband 
Please note that a charge applies .

____  Non-Smoking room requested 
 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate:_________________________________________ 
�

���� :  Hotels require a credit card to make a room rese rvation or the hotel will not accept the reservatio n. Prices 
listed do not include any taxes. The hotels will no t accept direct individual or group reservations. 
Credit Card: Type of Card: _________   Exp. Date: ___________Card # ______________________________________  
 
Signature: ___________________________________ 
 

[  ]   I have already submitted the registration forms to the CSD registrar 
 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK �  2603 Lynner Drive �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 (515) 277-9884 � cell (515) 979-7180 �  E-mail biglare01@msn.com ���������	  
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
 
To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention  button and click on Housing Form . This 
form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted.  
 
IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT LARRY HAS RECEIVED YOUR RESERVATION WITHIN 
4 DAYS, PLEASE CALL IMMEDIATELY.  
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Tentative CSD Fall Convention Schedule – Oct 6-9, 2011 
Please check the schedule on the CSD website as the convention nears 

   
   

Thursday, Oct 6, 2011   
4:00-5:00 p.m. Pre-Convention Meeting Chouteau A 
7:00-10:00 p.m. CSD PAT Meeting Chouteau A 
   

Friday, Oct 7, 2011   
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Registration Lobby 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. CSD History Room Van Horn C 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Marketplace (tentative) Northup Room 
8:30-11:00 a.m. CSD Board Meeting Chouteau A 
12:00-2:00 p.m. CSD House of Delegates Chouteau A 
1:30 p.m. Judges’ Sound Check Regency Ballroom 
2:00 p.m.  Afternoon Quartet Pattern Chouteau B;  Empire A/C 
3:00-5:00 p.m. CSD Quartet Semi-Finals Regency Ballroom 
5:00-7:00 p.m. Judges Dinner TBD 
6:00 p.m.  Evening Quartet Pattern Chouteau B;  Empire A/C 
7:00-9:00 p.m. CSD Quartet Semi-Finals Regency Ballroom 
9:30-10:30 p.m. CSD Past Champs Show Regency Ballroom 
10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. Quartet Evaluations Judges’ Rooms 
10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. Chorus Rehearsals Van Horn A; Empire A/C 
Various times Woodshedding Benton A 
Various times Tag Singing Fremont Room 
   

Saturday, Oct 8, 2011   
7:00-9:00 a.m. Chorus Rehearsal Rooms (Small) Chouteau A;  Empire A/C; 

Fremont; Van Horn A;  
(Large) Pershing Hall 

8:00-9:30 a.m. Registration Lobby 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Marketplace (tentative) Northup Room 
8:30-9:30; 1:00-4:00 p.m. CSD History Room Van Horn C 
9:00 a.m.  Chorus Pattern Exhibit Hall B;  Empire A/C; Pershing 
10:00 –1:30 p.m. CSD Chorus Session Regency Ballroom 
2:15-4:30 p.m. Chorus Evaluations Chouteau A; Empire A/C; Van Horn A; 

Fremont; Benton A; Ballroom; Pershing; 
Exhibit Hall  

5:00-6:30 p.m. Judges’ Dinner TBD 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Quartet Finals Regency Ballroom 
9:30-11:30 p.m. Afterglow Pershing Hall 
Various times Woodshedding Benton A 
Various times Tag Singing Fremont Room 
   

Sunday, Oct 9, 2011   
8:00-10:00 a.m. Convention Wrap Meeting Chouteau A 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Sunday Service Pershing Hall 
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Fall convention registration  
By Lonnie Miner,  
CSD Convention Registration 
 

CSD fall convention registration will be reserved seating.  
The earlier you register, the closer to the front you will be 
seated.  The new members, sponsors and board members will 
still have reserved seating.   

The cost of registration is $50.00 for the convention with 
$5.00 off for the early registration.   Youth registration (25 and 
younger) is half price ($25.00) with half the discount ($2.50) 
for early registration.   

For those registering online on the CSD website, DO NOT 
use one computer to register with two credit cards.  Please 
have everyone in your group pay one person and use only one 
credit card on that computer.  PayPal will think this is a scam 
and will not allow any payment go through.   

If you have more than 8 to 10 people in your group, please 
use the Excel form from the website.  We can copy and paste 
these registrations directly into the registration database 
without typing errors.  If you use the Excel form, we can 
accept a chorus check sent to the address on the “instruction 
page” of the Excel form.    

�����������	
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By Dave Haase, Serenade Editor 
 

Kudos goes out to Karen Nanninga, the award-winning 
editor of the Manhattan, Kansas bulletin, InCider Press, for  
filling my shoes for the May issue of the Serenade. I was 
married to my bride, Cathy, on April 16 and was busy 
honeymooning in Las Vegas while the May issue was being 
put together. Karen did a magnificent job on the issue.  How 
about that layout?!  Wow!! Thank you, Karen! 

 
Karen was assisted by Roy Rogers, CSD Marketing and 

PR VP. Roy has been my proofreader for the last couple of 
years, making sure I didn’t miss any spelling or grammar 
mistakes. It’s always good to have a second set of eyes to look 
things over. Thank you, Roy! 

 
 It’s good to be back in the saddle again! Please accept my 

apology for getting this issue out a little bit late. I just 
purchased a new home and the move happened to fall during 
the deadline of the Serenade. What a busy time – getting 
married, honeymooning, editing the international daily 
bulletin, packing, moving, unpacking, and editing the 
Serenade.  Good Lord, I need a vacation!! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Central States District Convention Registration Form 
October 7-9, 2011   Hosted by Heart of America Chorus 

 
First Name __________________ Last __________________________ BHS# ____________ 
Chapter/Quartet Name___________________________________ Chapter # ______________ 
Address________________________________________ Phone #_____________________ 
City ___________________________________________ Zip Code____________________ 
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IF SPECIAL SEATING IS REQUIRED - PLEASE ADVISE. Wheelchair____ Other____(unable to climb stairs) 

 
If family or spouse, indicate in “Membership #”.gistration 

Total                                                                                                       Registration     ASCS    Discount         Total 

Registrant at top:___ additional registrants below                                  $50         $10   $5      _________ 
First name                        Last name                           Membership #    
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50         $10   $5      _________ 
_______________  ________________  __________      $50        $10   $5      _________ 
All Seats Reserved for All Sessions                              GRAND TOTAL $   _________ 
 

Please make Chorus checks payable to: CSD Convention, BHS 
 

Personal checks are not accepted 
To register using a credit card, go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com 

Groups (10+) and electronic registration is available at www.centralstatesdistrict.com 
Please include your email address for confirmation. __________________________________ 

 
Mail Completed forms to: 
CSD Registration Chairman 
Lonnie Miner 
519 S Chicago Ave 
Hastings, NE 68901-5830 

Registrations and tickets 
are not refundable 
 
Additional fees will apply to 
declined credit cards. 

Registration packages will be available in the 
convention registration area. 
Registration Questions? 
Phone: (402) 462-2630 or 469-3945 
Email: bbscsd@windstream.net 

.  
Please use 1 line per registrant. For more than 10, use Excel file from website. 
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Coaching: No Better 
Time Than Now! 
By Jeremy Albright 
Music and Performance VP 
 

As we wind down from another 
great international convention in 
Kansas City, it's time yet again to 
hit the sheet music get to work on 

our chorus and quartet packages from the fall convention in.... 
KANSAS CITY!  The tunes have been picked, the 
choreography package planned out and a schedule for when to 
have the music memorized, when to know the choreography 
and when to have your tux pressed and make-up bag stocked. 
The one thing that I encourage you not to forget is your 
coaching schedule. The CSD has many fine (and available) 
coaches that are close to your area and we should do 
everything we can to utilize those wonderful resources.  

Our coaches from the CSD have a wide range of expertise, 
backgrounds, category specialties and schedule availability to 
fit your chorus or quartet needs. If you were at the 
international in KC, you were witness to some of the great 
work that our coaches do. In fact, many of our CSD coaches 
were on stage performing with great success.  

On a related note, if you are a coach in the CSD and have 
not given your contact information to the CSD officers, I 
would like to hear from you. Please email me at 
jeremy.albright@gmail.com so we can get your on the CSD 
coaches registry 

 

Things to know 
for the upcoming 
contests 
By Mark Fuerniss, 
CSD Secretary 

Congratulations to the quartets 
and choruses from the Central 

States District competing in the international contests in 
Kansas City in July.  Our quartets finished 17th, 20th, 21st, 
36th, and 46th and our choruses finished 12th, 13th, and 14th 
on the international stage.  It’s amazing when you consider all 
the time, effort and dedication on the part of individual chorus 
members, managers, directors, and coaches, to get our quartets 
and choruses to that level! What a wonderful job Mike 
Mathieu, Bob Burdick, and the Kansas City Chapter did in 
hosting the international convention.  Congratulations!  

Plan now to join your fellow district barbershoppers in 
Kansas City, MO for the fall convention, October 7 - 9.  Mike 
Mathieu and the Kansas City Chapter are working hard to 
make this another great District Convention.  Visit the 
District’s Web site www.centralstatesdistrict.com under 
Conventions tab for information and forms regarding this 

fall’s convention in Kansas City.  The Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
the Crown Plaza will be the headquarters hotel and contest 
venue. 

Three things to keep in mind regarding this event if your 
chorus or quartet intends to compete:  1) Your chorus/quartet 
needs to enter the contest by using the CJ-20 form.  2)  Each 
contestant must be a paid up member of the Society, district 
and chapter and register for the convention.  And 3) it is 
strongly recommended that everyone avail themselves of an 
official convention hotel by making a hotel reservation.  Using 
convention hotels gives the district the opportunity to use 
meeting rooms for warm-ups, evaluations, afterglows, and 
district meetings. Deadlines are contained in this issue of the 
Serenade or will be forthcoming.  Your chapter president and 
secretary should have more detailed information regarding our 
fall convention in Kansas City.  The convention is not just for 
competing choruses and quartets.  All barbershoppers and 
their family are invited to attend.  In addition to enjoying 
quality singing there are many non-contest events for the 
barbershopper.  

Although any size chapter can enter their chorus in either 
the spring or fall contest, the fall contest is primarily for 
Plateau AA and AAA choruses. Choruses from chapters of 40 
members or more, but less than 75 on December 31, 2010 as 
reported by the Society in early January, 2011 are classified as 
Plateau AA choruses.  Choruses from chapters with at least 75 
members are classified as AAA.  Plateau A Choruses, 
choruses from chapters with fewer than 40 members typically 
perform in the Spring. 

The highest scoring chorus in the Fall Contest 
automatically represents the Central States District in the 
international convention in 2012 to be held in Portland, 
Oregon. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Kansas City. 

 

Vocal Spectrum featured on 
Jefferson City Show  

 

The Show-Me Showboaters Men’s Barbershop Chorus 
in Jefferson City, Missouri will perform its 6th Annual fall 
show on Saturday, September 17 at the Miller Performing Arts 
Center in Jefferson City.  The show, “An Evening of 
Harmony”, begins at 7:00 p.m. and promises to offer a 
wonderful evening of musical entertainment, presented with a 
“twist” not often seen at a typical fall show.  In addition to the 
Showboaters performance other exciting groups will be on 
stage. 

For the first time, the Showboaters will feature an 
outstanding quartet as their headline act.  Vocal Spectrum, 
winners of the 2004 International Collegiate Quartet Contest 
and the 2006 International Barbershop Quartet Contest, will 
make their first performance in mid-Missouri.  This will be the  

Jefferson City continued on page 14 
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Jefferson City continued from page 13  

first time that such an internationally acclaimed quartet has 
performed in Jefferson City. 

Each year, the Showboaters share the stage with young 
talent at the show.  This year, the Jefferson City High School‘s 
premier vocal ensemble The Chorale will be performing.  A 
male and female quartet formed from that group will also be 
featured.  This will be the first time that high school quartets 
have performed at the fall show.    

The show has an interesting “twist”.  It is advertised as a 
free event with donations accepted to offset program costs.  
More importantly, the donations raised help support the 
Showboaters scholarship program for graduating male seniors 
who wish to sing at the collegiate level.  Generous support 
from local advertisers in the show program will help cover the 
cost of bringing in a headline quartet to delight the crowd. 

The Show-Me Showboaters are a small but very active 
member of the BHS.  They perform 35-40 times throughout 
the year in a variety of venues sharing their love of barbershop 
harmonies to over 4,600 appreciative listeners.  For more 
information contact Jim Carlson at jimbo2@mchsi.com 

 

 

Update on upcoming 
CSLT activities 
By David Montgomery, 
CSLT VP 

Have you noticed a new face at 
your weekly rehearsal in the recent 
past?  Of course, we hope it was a 
visitor whom you’ll convert to a 
lifelong barbershopper.  But if it 

wasn’t, it might have been a representative from the BHS 
making an in-person stop to advise and assist chapters in 
whatever ways they wish.  No, these aren’t “secret shopper” 
visits!  The Society isn’t playing “gotcha” with us.  It’s part of 
a commitment made by the Board of Directors last year to 
make sure each chapter gets the opportunity to visit face-to-
face with a district or national representative to answer 
questions, help with access to resources, and keep lines of 
communication open.  So far about half the chapters have 
received such a visit.  If yours hasn’t, watch for it soon. 

The other CSLT activity this summer is, as always, 
focused on the Leadership Academy.  At the spring district 
convention there was healthy discussion as to whether the LA 
would be more successful continuing in its February time slot, 
or whether a return to November might enhance attendance 
and the usefulness of sessions.  As always, there are pros and 
cons to each alternative, and whichever one the district selects 
will delight some people and frustrate others.  Believe me, this 
is not an easy decision!  But it’s one that must be, and will be, 
made very soon so planning can go forward.  Stay tuned for 
forthcoming details. 

Because of uncertainty over the timing of the big LA 
event, planning for the mini-LA sessions is a little behind.  
Again, there are lots of options and preferences for what 
classes to offer, where to locate the session(s), and what 
month(s) work best.  Once the annual LA decision is made, 
the mini-pieces will fall into place rapidly. 

Whatever the dates, there will be exciting new features and 
faces available at this year’s Leadership Academy.  A chapter 
leadership session will be offered this year, and possibly a 
Standing Ovation Program training session.  Discussions are 
going forward about a class in using social media to enhance 
your chapter’s public communications.  At the national level, 
several of the “standard” courses are undergoing a facelift and 
updating that should be reflected in this year’s offerings. 

 

Performance benefits Joplin 
tornado relief effort  
By Edward Downey   
   

On May 22nd disaster struck Joplin, Missouri when an EF-
5 tornado sliced through town causing widespread devastation. 
Hearing about the disaster, the Greater Ozarks Chapter 
arranged to put on a benefit performance to aid in the relief 
efforts. Jeremy Albright , Joplin, Missouri’s Tri-Statesmen 
Chorus Director, had been also directing the Pride Of the 
Ozarks Chorus as well.   

Chapter President Jim Nugent contacted Ms Patti 
Stoltmen, Choral Director of the Benton County School of the 
Arts High School (BCSAHS), who generously arranged for 
the use of their auditorium.  The performance was held on 
Friday, June 10th at the BCSAHS auditorium in Rogers and 
raised over $1,800 for the relief effort. 

The ArkKapella Show Choir, The Pride of the Ozarks 
Chorus, Melody Lane, Persnickety, Perfect Harmony and 
a few members of the Tri-Statesmen  Chorus sing at a 
benefit for the Joplin, Missouri relief effort. Photo 
courtesy of Jim Nugent.   

The show included performances by Perfect Harmony, a 
ladies barbershop chorus from Bella Vista; ArkKapella, a 
Sweet Adeline chorus from Springdale; Melody Lane, quartet 

 

Benefit show continued on page 15 



�� �������������������������������������� ������ � ��		����������������������������������������������� ���������
����	� ��������������������
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from the Greater Ozarks Chapter; Persnickety, a Sweet 
Adeline quartet from Bella Vista; a pick-up quartet from the 
Joplin Tri-Statesmen Chorus, and the Pride Of the Ozarks 
Chorus.     

���������		��
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce 

 
1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 

2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than 

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 

 

Turn up the heat! 
By Tim Ries, 
South Dakota VP 

Turn up the heat!  As if the 
temperature wasn’t hot enough after 
the great competition in Kansas City, 
Mother Nature decided to flex her 
muscles and keep the temperature on 
the rise.  Congratulations to all the 
quartets and chorus members that 

made their way to KC for this year’s international 
competition.  It is a goal or maybe more of a dream of many 
members in our society to have the privilege to sing in front of 
such a great crowd and have the chance to WOW everybody. 

The summer is in full swing and hopefully, most of our 
chapters are starting to work on next years’ plans for chapter 
leadership.  This is a very important part of who we are and I 

hope that our chapters take the time and figure out what will 
work best for each chapter.   

Also just around the corner from today will be our fall 
convention once again back in Kansas City.  If you didn’t 
have the chance to make the trip, make your plans to attend 
this years’ competition.  I didn’t ask Jim Bagby for 
permission, but I bet if you stop him when you’re in for the 
fall convention, he’ll stop and sing a tag with you, smile and 
visit and then sing another tag!  Make your plans to attend the 
convention and enjoy some CSD top quartets competing for 
the title of “Champion” of the best district in society. 

The fall also brings a lot of chapter shows to life and the 
ability for all to go and venture out from your own chapter and 
watch another bunch of guys strut their stuff and perform for 
you.  Who knows, you may be sitting up front and be 
watching a quartet who just won a medal.   

See you in Kansas City! 

Manhattan quartet performs for 
Memorial Day services 
By Ken Garwick 

“The Charades,” members of the Little Apple Chorus, 
Manhattan, Kansas performed at the Kansas Veterans’ 
Cemetery at Fort Riley for Memorial Day 2011. The quartet, 
Ken Garwick, tenor; Leonard Purvis, bass; Gene Wiley, 
lead; and Tom Fish, baritone; sang the “Star-Spangled 
Banner” and “God Bless America” on a solemn, warm, windy 
Kansas morning. They were honored to be invited to sing, as 
their lead, baritone, and coach are all veterans of the United 
States Army.  

Gene Wiley served 1957-1959 and Tom Fish served 1989-
1993. “The Charades” coach, retired Lieutenant Colonel Don 
Thomson, (tenor and assistant director of the Little Apple 
Chorus) served for 28 years. He is a combat Vietnam Veteran 
and is active in the Manhattan American Legion Post #117 
and the Flinthills Veteran’s Coalition.  

 

(Below) The Charades sing for the Memorial Day services 
at Kansas Veterans’ Cemetery at Fort Riley. Photo By 
Cindy Garwick. 
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Homestead Harmonizers team with 
local charity to benefit the troops 
By Stacy Williams 
 

The Homestead Harmonizers Chorus from Beatrice, 
Nebraska is teaming with local non-profit organization 
Citizens That Care, Inc. in an August 18-20, 2011 benefit for 
the troops.  The three day event to be held at Chautauqua Park 
includes a horseshoe tournament, car cruise, walk with 
military troops, live music from nine bands, poker run, and 
color guard ceremony at Veteran’s Memorial Park.   

It all kicks off Thursday, August 18, 2011 with the 
Harmonizers giving an open air concert at the Tabernacle in 
Chautauqua Park, Beatrice.   The guest quartet is a new local 
group called, The Conchords.  A free will donation will be 
taken during the performance. 

Citizens That Care, Inc. is a true grass roots organization.  
It was started in 2010 by just a few local citizens who wanted 
to do something to give back to the military men and women 
who serve our country overseas.  The organization is  hosting 
the three day event.  All proceeds raised go to purchase care 
packages for our deployed service members.  Live music will 
play Friday and Saturday evening at Gibb’s Place, just West of 
Chautauqua Park.  All other events are scheduled for Saturday, 
August 20, 2011, starting at 9:00 a.m.   The Harmonizers will 

also provide patriotic music at the color guard ceremony at 
Veteran’s Memorial Park on Saturday at 5:30 p.m.  Veteran's 
Memorial Park is located just west of Chautauqua Park.  For 
more information on the events, go to 
www.facebook.com/citizensthatcare. 

Len Bjella passes away 
Note from editor: On July 4th the Central States District 
learned that legendary director and quartet man, Len Bjella, 
passed away.  Len sang with 1961 CSD quartet champions, 
The Vigortones, and directed the Cedar Rapids, Iowa’s 
Harmony Hawks and Springfield, Missouri’s Sho-Me 
Statesmen choruses. In this issue Jim Bagby and Jeff Veteto 
give their memories of Len. In the next issue we’ll have Dick 
Leighton from the Vigortones and the Cedar Rapids 
Harmony Hawks. 
 

 
Len Bjella and his wife, Lael. 
 

CSD loses its longest-serving member 
By Jim Bagby, Director Emeritus, Kansas City Chapter 

  

    The passing of Len Bjella means the loss of Central State 
District's most venerable barbershopper in terms of Society 
membership:  68 years.  In fact, only a handful of men in the 
Society are still active who can say they started earlier than 
Len. 

    Next in seniority now, with 66 years, is Walt Bates of 
the Kansas City Chapter, followed by David Miller  of 
Hutchinson, KS, at 65.  Several others are at 64, according to 
Society membership records (Society Board Member Don 
Fuson makes  ebiz  an amazing tool). 

    But more than his longevity, I suggest Len should be 
celebrated as much as anything for the musical standards he 
set to help make CSD what it is today.  Before the chorus 
domination by the Pony Expressmen and later the Heart of 
America, before Daniel Boone had even contemplated 
becoming the mighty Ambassadors of Harmony, Len had 
guided the Cedar Rapids Harmony Hawks to six CSD 
championships. 

   Bagby continued on page 17 
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Moreover, the Hawks captured the district's first Society 
chorus medal in 1959.   That was before my first international, 
but I remember a captivating performance note long 
afterward of the "March of the Toy Soldiers"  -- more than 40 
years ago that would earn A scores today in either the Stage 
Presence or Presentation categories.   

    Len was part of the hilarious 1961 CSD quartet 
champion Vigortones, playing Mr. Nice Guy straight man to 
the inspired idiocy of bass Bob Nance.  But it was not much 
of a stretch for Len, because while he loved to joke, he was 
one of the kindest people God ever put on this earth.    

    As I was coming up with Heart of America, he and his 
always-there, sweet bride Lael, never failed to have 
supportive and helpful things to say.    And I bet many other 
arm-wavers in our district can say the same thing.  How much 
that means to have someone of Len's experience and 
credentials offer encouragement or a pat on the back. 

 On the day of Len's service, I was directing my New 
Harmony Handful mini-chorus in a Sunday worship.  But we 
paused to think of him and his tremendous influence on me 
and our district.  Rest in peace, Len. 

 

His days with Springfield, MO 
By Jeff Veteto, Springfield, MO 

 

I still remember that evening, back in the late 1980’s.  Our 
chorus was about to sing with the local symphony at the big 
July 4 fireworks celebration, and a familiar-looking gentleman 
came over and introduced himself as Len Bjella.  I had heard 
the name, and had doubtless seen him directing the Cedar 
Rapids Harmony Hawks, but this was the first time we 
actually visited. 

It seems Len was in the process of retiring from his 
banking career in Cedar Rapids, and he and wife, Lael, were 
looking for a place to settle in their retirement years.  After 
conferring with each of their six children, they came to the 
conclusion that only one, daughter Gail, was settled in where 
she would likely stay for many years.  That made the Bjella’s 
decision easy, and within a few months they were calling 
Springfield, Missouri their home. 

It didn’t take long for Len to get established in the local 
barbershop scene.  He started singing with the Sho-Me 
Statesmen, and it wasn’t very long before he was asked to 
direct the chorus.  John Stockstill and I had been directing, 
but we were ready for a breather, so Len’s arrival came at a 
good time.  John and I swung over to the administrative side, 
and this arrangement continued into the early 1990’s.  Len 
later moved from director to chapter president.  He proved 
adept at the administrative side, serving multiple terms as 
president. 

Len did not limit his directing skills just to 
barbershopping.  At about the same time he directed the Sho-

Me Statesmen, he also directed the choir at Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Springfield. 

All directors desire to have good hands, and Len had some 
of the best.  When you think of directors who can 
communicate more with their hands than with their words, 
most barbershoppers immediately think of Dr. Greg Lyne 
(correctly); I would add Len Bjella to that list.  It took me 
years to realize just how good his hands were.  I’m still trying 
to achieve that same effectiveness, and am years away from 
having what he had. 

Through it all, Len sang with quartets.  In the early 1990’s, 
Len decided to switch to tenor, and he joined up with baritone 
Norm Shryer (from the 1958 CSD Champs, the 
Buccaneers, and later the Springfield Music Company), lead 
Jay Caywood (from my old quartet, the Pitch Pals), and  bass 
Mike Dowler, to form the Harmony Brothers.  They stayed 
busy singing all around the Springfield area. 

Later, when Norm retired from the quartet, Len switched 
back to baritone and formed the Elder Statesmen, along with 
Ted Scott, Jerry McSpadden, and Lloyd Marshall.  It was 
this quartet, with Jay subbing in for Jerry, that sang on the 
CSD contest stage in the fall of 2009.  That was Len’s last trip 
to contest. 

Len Bjella singing with the Elder Statesmen. From left to 
right, Len Bjella, baritone; Leonard Marshall, bass; Jerry 
McSpadden lead; and Tom Scott, tenor. Photo courtesy of 
Leonard Marshall. 

In June of 2011, Len fell in his home, breaking his hip.  
This required surgery, and it was a week or so later, on June 
30, that four of us went to the rehabilitation unit to sing for 
him.  He really appreciated the visit, and it was good to see 
him.  We never dreamed that his passing would come four 
days later. 

In Len’s obituary, the following statement was made:  “As 
a master of timing, we note his passing on July 4th, 
Independence Day, and celebrate Len’s independence from his 
health constraints.” 

Jeff Veteto continued on page 18 
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A memorial service was held at Messiah Lutheran on July 
17, and it was an amazing event.  His old tenor from the 
Vigortones, Dick Leighton, was there from Wisconsin; P.D. 
Stibor drove down from Fremont for the occasion.  The Sho-
Me Statesmen were there, and were privileged to sing “The 
Lord’s Prayer.”  It was honor, but humbling, too, since all six 
of the Bjella children (Rick, Gail, Steve, Becky, Tracy, and 
David) lent their talents—far surpassing ours--to the memorial 
service.  The stories and remembrances shared by the children 
rivaled their amazing musical talents. 

Len’s motto was, “Leave each place better than you found 
it.”  I suspect that is exactly what he did in Minneapolis and 
Cedar Rapids.  I know that is what he did in Springfield, 
Missouri. 

The Elder Statesmen sings at the 2009 Fall Quartet Contest in 
Lincoln, Neb. This would be Len’s last time on contest stage. 
From left to right, Len Bjella, baritone; Leonard Mar shall, 
bass; Jay Caywood, lead; and Tom Scott, tenor. Photo by 
David Haase. 

 

(Below) The Elder Statesmen sing for a couple at the 
Montclair Assisted Living Facility. Photo courtesy of 
Leonard Marshall. 

 

 

Photos from International 
 

Old School, the 2011 International Quartet Champions, 
takes time for a photo backstage before going on stage. 
Photo by David Haase 
 

 
Del Menke of the Davenport, Iowa chapter receives his 50-
year pin from his wife, Marty, at international. Photo 
courtesy of Del and Marty Menke. 
 

Thousands pack the Power and Light District for the Mega 
Sing. Photo courtesy of Bob Uy. 
 
More photos on page 19
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RURAL ROUTE ROOTERS -- The families of the Rural Route 4 gathered after our 25-year champs were featured on the 
AIC show at the Society convention in Kansas City.  Visible in their crushed velvet overalls are (from left) Jim Bagby, Calvin 
Yoder and Willard Yoder in the far back and Don Kahl at far right.  In the back in his tux is tenor Wes Yoder, who replaced 
Kahl in 1990. The quartet retired in 1994. With them wearing shirts saying "I have RR4 roots" are wives, children and 
grandchildren. Photo courtesy of Jim Bagby. 
 

The Fremont Pathfinders wow the crowd in Kansas City. 
Photo courtesy of Lorin May, Harmonizer Editor. 
 

 

Bob Schuerman gets signed up for the 2012 international 
convention. Photo by David Haase. 
 
 
 
(Pictured lower left) The staff of the 12th Street Rag, the 
international daily bulletin, takes time out of their busy 
schedule for a photo. From left to right, David Haase, 12th 
Street Rag Editor and photographer; Karen Nanninga 
(Manhattan, KS chapter editor), reporter and 
photographer; Linda Fuson, proofreader; and Mark 
Yeocum, “Man on the Street” photographer. 
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District and Society Calendar 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately August 10, 2011 
                    

2011 Chapter Shows 
 
Sept. 17 – Jefferson City, MO, Miller Performing Arts 
Center 
 

Oct. 29 – Springfield, MO, Clara Thompson Hall, Drury 
University 
 

Oct. 29 – Joplin, MO, Memorial Hall, Carthage, MO.  
 

Oct. 30 – Greater Ozarks,  Ark., Heritage High School, 
Rogers, Ark. 
 

Nov. 5 – Sioux Falls, SD, Washington High School 
 

Nov. 12 – Hastings, Neb., Hastings Masonic Center (2 
shows) 
 

Dec. 9-11 – St. Charles, MO, Touhill Performing Arts 
Center (5 shows) 
 

 
2012 Chapter Shows 

 
March 10, 2012 – St Louis Suburban, MO, At. Ann 
Community Center 
 

March 31, 2012 – Algona, IA, O.R. Lange School (2 shows) 
 

May 5, 2012 – Hays, Kan., Fort Hays State University (2 
shows)                                           

 
 

 

Society and District Events 
 
 
Oct. 7-9 – CSD Fall Convention 
Kansas City, MO 
 
January 17-22, 2012 - Midwinter Convention 
Tucson, AZ 
 
February 3-5, 2012 – Leadership Academy 
St. Joseph, Missouri at Missouri Western College 
 
April 20-22, 2012 – CSD Spring Convention 
Omaha, NE 
 
July 1-8, 2012 – International Convention 
Portland, OR 
 
 
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request  
show date 
 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 

 


