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The 2010 Central States District Chorus Champions, the Pathfinder Chorus under the direction of P.D. 
Stibor. The Pathfinders, from Fremont, Nebraska, are only the second Nebraska chorus and the first in 
over 50 years to win the CSD chorus contest. Photo by Jayne Morden. Convention coverage begins on 
page 3. 
 
 

Inside the Serenade… 
 
Photos and articles from the Fall Convention 
CSD gets restructured for 2011 
Important information about 2011 Leadership Academy and Top Gun 
Important information about CSD Bulletin Contest 
Follow-up on KC Metro and Fremont at international and other great articles 
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2011 April 8-10           Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
2013                April 19-21             Oct 11-13 
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Pathfinders, 
Progression 
Productive  
By Jim Bagby, CSD C&J 
Vice President  

  
For the first time in modern 

competitive history, a Nebraska 
chorus has claimed the Central 

States District chorus championship. The 78 members of the 
Fremont Pathfinder Chorus won their second straight AAA 
Plateau title and the CSD contest October 9 in Mason City, 
Iowa, by 16 points over perennial power Kansas City. 

Paul "P.D." Stibor's  high-flying forces averaged 82.1 for 
the title in the field of 13 choruses, while Progression, from 
St. Charles and St. Louis Suburban, Mo., earned the 2010 
CSD quartet championship.   Members are (from top to 
bottom) Matt Suellentrop, Mark Wheeler, Mark Keever 
and Chris Lowry. 

 

ListenUp!, representing Kansas City, Metro Kansas City and 
Leavenworth, Kan., took second in the field of 27 quartets, 52 
points back of Progression.  The new champs averaged 77.3 
and ListenUp! 75.9.   KC Prime, from Kansas City and 
Fremont, was third, another 30 points back, averaging 75.   

 

 Progression, the 2010 CSD Quartet Champions.  Photo by 
Jayne Morden. 

The 2010 Plateau AA Chorus Champions, Central Standard. Photo by Jayne Morden. 

 

The Plateau AA chorus champ is Central Standard.  The 
Metro Kansas City Chapter, competing for the first time in AA 
after winning the district a year ago as a Plateau A member, 
finished third with an average of 80.2.   K.C.'s Heart of 
America Chorus claimed the most-improved award for AAA, 
and the host Mason City River City Chorus finished fourth 
and won most-improved AA honors. 

Rounding out the top five was the 29-singer compilation 
from the Linn County Metro area known as Twenty-First 
Century Vocals, who had the distinction of the being the 
highest-placing among the four Plateau A choruses in the 
field.  

 

 

Fremont automatically qualifies to represent CSD at the 
international Society competition next July in Kansas City.   
HOA and Central Standard both could land wildcard bids, 
depending on scores from the remaining district contests.    

Our representative to the international senior quartet 
competition at the Society Mid-Winter Convention this 
coming January in Las Vegas will be a familiar name: 
Missouri Valley Music Company.    

 

Bagby continued on page 4 
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Bagby continued from page 3 

Missouri Valley Music Company, the CSD representative 
for the international senior quartet contest at the Mid-
Winter Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada. Photo by Jayne 
Morden.  

The foursome won the CSD quartet championship in 1985, 
out of Omaha; John Vaughn, Jon Ellis, Randy Weir and 
David Pinkall now represent Des Moines, Fremont and Frank 
Thorne.   Mo-Val beat Patent Pending, from Kearney, Neb., 
by 25 points, in a field of eight senior quartets. 

Short Stack, the 2010 Novice Quartet Champions. Photo 
by Jayne Morden. 

The new CSD novice champion is Short Stack, from 
Kansas City Metro, which finished 14th in the contest and was 
one of three novice foursomes in the competition.  Members 
are Dennis Gallagher, Sam Dollins, Andrew Rembecki and 
Central Standard co-director Rob Mance.  

A couple of notes, from my C&J perspective, about the 
chorus contest:   

·  Beatrice, Neb., usually a competitor, decided to lay out 
this fall.  But arm-waver Scott Spilker volunteered to 
direct the mic-testing gospel chorus, and brought a strong 
nucleus of Homestead Harmonizers for that potent 
singing group.   (No one said whether Society President 
Bill Biffle was a big help, but he looked good).   It was 
the second straight fall we've had a gospel chorus for the 
job -- Dale Comer did it last fall in Lincoln -- and the 

convention team feels we'll continue to use a gospel 
chorus unless there is a strong alternative.   We may 
suggest they sing a hymn to go with an 
up gospel/spiritual. 

·  The smallest chorus in the contest also drove the farthest 
to get there.  The Wichita Air Capital Chorus made the 
eight-hour drive with 18 singers and director Mary 
Halsig, asked to sing first so they could enjoy and learn 
from the other choruses, and scored at a solid-B level. 
(see related letter on page 8)   Let's remember that 
dedication next time the contest is far away from you and 
you're tempted to say "oh, we can't go that far..."Every 
chorus in the field except one scored a B level or better, 
and it missed by only three points.  Pretty strong showing 
again by CSD -- and our triple panel of judges was 
impressed! 

Finally, having a convention widely spread over three 
venues caused me some concern -- especially since it looks as 
if you're driving off into oblivion (or at least the countryside) 
when you leave the hotel and head for the auditorium.  But 
Mason City Chairman Stan Zinnel and his team were brilliant 
in planning and execution.  The contest actually ran ahead of 
schedule.   Judges Services Chairman Joe Tremmel was like a 
personal servant all weekend.   

The Saturday night afterglow at Music Man Square was 
so much fun it should have been illegal.   There were judges 
who did not show up at the judge’s suite until 2 a.m.   
Hmmmm… maybe it was illegal.    

And on a personal note, the choice of Dale Heiliger as 
newest member of the CSD Hall of Fame was the perfect way 
to cap a memorable weekend. 

Pitch Blend, the 2010 CSD Super Novice Quartet 
Champions. From left to right, Brad Bergeson, Greg 
Romig, Stephen Farr, and Ted Witter. Photo by Jayne 
Morden. 
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What a 
convention! 
By Don Blank,  
CSD President   

 
For those of you lucky enough to 

have attended the convention in 
Mason City, you already know it 

was a convention to remember.  The Mason City chapter 
vowed to do everything possible to make our visit to their fair 
city an unforgettable experience, and they succeeded in doing 
just that. 
 

From the time everyone registered until we all sang Keep 
the Whole World Singing, directed by our Society President, 
Bill Biffle , it was a lot of singing and a lot of fun.  The venue 
may have taken a few minutes to get to, but the drive was well 
worth it.  There was not a bad seat in the house, and the 
acoustics could not have been better. 

 
And how about the afterglow in Music Man Square!   I 

think I am safe in saying that there will never be an afterglow 
again to match that one.  There were two stages with 
continuous singing; food and drink while you strolled around 
looking at all of the reminders of Professor Harold Hill and 
River City from Meredith Willson’s  The Music Man—it was 
really something. 

 
The Gospel Chorus was our mike testers again, this time 

under the direction of Scott Spilker from Beatrice, and they 
did a great job, not only singing as the mike testers, but also 
going out to three churches in Mason City on Sunday 
morning, presenting their gospel message in song, and 
providing good PR for our society.  For those of you that come 
to conventions and are not competing, being in the Gospel 
Chorus is a fun way to be on stage and sing in a very good 
chorus.  Do consider it the next time we have the Gospel 
Chorus sing. 

 
Congratulations to all of our winners: Progression, our 

district quartet champions; Pathfinder Chorus from Fremont, 
our district chorus champions and automatic qualifiers to the 
international convention in Kansas City next July;  and 
Missouri Valley Music Company, our senior qualifiers for 
the Society Mid-Winter Convention.  It was some very tough 
competition in all the categories, which made our sessions 
tense for the competitors, but fun for all of us in the audience. 

 
One final note—by now, every chapter should be well into 

their planning for 2011.  Your elections should be done, and 
your plan of action should be well on its way.  Elsewhere in 
this issue is an article about the Leadership Academy to be 
held in February in St. Joseph, MO.  Chapters do not grow and 
improve just by meeting every week; they will be successful 
only with great planning and follow through.  Take advantage 
of the Leadership Academy, talk to your new State Vice 
President to have him get assistance in whatever area your 

chapter that needs improvement. Put together your Plan of 
Action for 2011, and then follow it!  Success doesn’t just 
happen, it’s the result of good planning and preparation, and 
then hard work and dedication in making it work.  It can be 
done! Good luck in 2011.   
 

District structure changes 
 start in 2011 
 

At the Mason City House of Delegates meeting, the district 
voters unanimously approved amending our by-laws to 
restructure our district organization.  The amendment will 
eliminate the two board members at large presently on the 
CSD Board of Directors, and add five state vice presidents, 
one each for South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, and 
Missouri-Arkansas. 

 
These state vice presidents sole responsibility will be to 

serve the chapters within their states.  They will be the direct 
connection between the chapters and the district board and the 
district program vice presidents.  Everyone on the district level 
has always wanted to serve our individual chapters, but far too 
often trying to have a good relationship with our 58 chapters 
has been difficult.  With the state vice presidents in place, 
communication and service to the chapters will be 
immediately improved.  The State Vice Presidents will also be 
voting members of the CSD Board of Directors, giving every 
chapter a voting voice on that board.  They will be elected to 
two-year terms on a rotating basis, Kansas and Iowa VPs will 
be elected in odd numbered years, and South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and Missouri-Arkansas elected in the even 
numbered years. 

 
Another part of the reorganization approved is that starting 

in 2011; the chapters in each state will elect their own state 
vice presidents in their respective years. Because the 
reorganization was approved and had to be followed 
immediately by election and appointment of the new State 
Vice Presidents in Mason City, the House of Delegates did 
approve the transitions necessary to get the new State Vice 
Presidents in place. 

 
The new state vice presidents and their phone numbers are: 
 
Nebraska - Ray Brown �
	���������  
South Dakota - Tim Ries $
�������	���
Kansas - Kevin Barker ��$�##$��#��  
Iowa - J.P. Marshall ���������#
$  
Missouri-Arkansas -Denny Wofford �����$��		�
��
 

So just a reminder to all of the local chapters---they are 
elected and in place for one reason, and that is to help you in 
any way they can.  Get to know them, and more importantly, 
use them. 
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Wanted: Host 
Chapter for spring 
convention 
By Dean Beckman,  
CSD Convention Chair 
  

Congratulations to all the chorus 
and quartet participants! I won’t repeat the list of winners 
here. I know others will certainly include those lists in their 
articles. A full listing of all scores is available on the CSD 
website as well. All the contestants provided great 
entertainment and the competition was fantastic!! You all are 
Champs! 

The Convention was well attended with over 1,000 people 
present. Thanks to all who gave up a weekend to come to 
Mason City to participate as either a contestant or to watch 
and support! A huge thanks to the District Convention Team 
for all the hard work they put in. Their desire to provide a 
positive experience for all the CSD Barbershoppers is always

 evident. Thanks to River City Chorus and the City of 
Mason City for hosting the convention! 

Moving on to Spring Convention…no host city and/or host 
chapter has been decided yet. If you are interested in exploring 
the option of hosting the 2011 CSD Spring Convention, please 
contact me or Don Fuson as soon as possible. There is little 
time to spare with this issue so please don’t hesitate to give 
either Don or me a call. 

If you have an interest in being involved with serving on 
the District Convention Team, I would really appreciate a call 
or email. It can be a very rewarding experience. 

Once again, thanks to all who attended. I believe the 
weekend provided a great amount of wonderful entertainment 
and I have heard from many that they enjoyed the experience. 

Begin to plan now to attend the Spring Convention April 
8-10, 2011 (location to be announced). While planning to 
attend our Spring Convention please don’t forget to include 
attending the Mid-Winter BHS Convention in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, January 25-30, 2011, and the BHS International 
Convention to be held in Kansas City, Mo. July 3-10, 2011! 
Right here in the heart of our Great District!  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Making the Convention 
registration easier 
By Lonnie Miner, Convention Registrar 

 
The great success of the Mason City CSD Fall Convention 

was only possible because of all who competed and attended.  
Thanks to all of you.  It was wonderful to have the History 
Room in the lobby of the NIACC.  The location allowed many 
more people to view the display showing the history of the 
CSD that has been collected over the years, as well as 
reminisce over times that were. 

 
A special thank you to all chorus managers for their 

wonderful help in getting your members registered.  You 
made my job much easier when the membership renewal date 
was filled in on the form.  THANK YOU! 

 
We are constantly working to make it easier for everyone

 to complete the registration process.  For those members who 
do not have email or computers, we continue to support the 
U.S. Mail service by buying postage for the snail mail.  The 
cart method was added for those of you using email and 
computers.  Hopefully all of you found these methods easy to 
use. 

 
For the past two years PayPal has been used to expedite 

the payment method.  They are very sticky about how many 
credit cards can be entered from one computer.  As PayPal 
monitors the process by your internet protocol address (IP 
Address), you may use only one credit card number per 
computer, even if you use more than one email address.  If 
more than one card number is used, all the accounts will be 
held until it is resolved (sometimes after the convention.) 

 
One final reminder to everyone:  The earlier you register 

the closer your seats are to the front. 
 
Thank you all for a wonderful convention

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Dale Heiliger inducted into 
CSD Hall of Fame 
By Don Fuson 
 

CSD's newest member of the District Hall of Fame is Dale 
Heiliger of the Lincoln, NE chapter. 

 
Dale is a 62-year member of the Society, and has been a two-
time CSD quartet champion and even a seniors quartet 
champion to boot. 

 
Dale was very active with his first champ quartet in 1949, the 
Keymasters, as they performed for many chapter shows 
across the district and the nation.  The Keymasters were active 
as a quartet from 1947 through 1973, and were also 
instrumental in bringing one of the first International 
Conventions to the CSD, in Omaha in 1950. 

 
After many successful years being a positive catalyst for 
chapter and district musical and leadership efforts, Dale was 
next found in the Chord Motor Company, another CSD 
champion quartet, in 1978. 

 
In 1991, Dale's senior quartet, Vocalmotive, won the CSD 
Seniors' title. 

 
Dale has been instrumental in continuing his influence to 
create fun and bringing harmonies to chapter and community 
audiences. 
 
Dale also is in the top 10 percent of all Society members with 
regard to recruiting, having gained his 8th Man of Note in 
2009. 
 
Congratulations to Dale on this award! 

 
Dale was last seen at the Mason City afterglow at Music Man 
Square, singing a tag with some youngsters and enjoying our 
hobby. 

 
 

Dale Heiliger says a few words after being inducted into 
the CSD Hall of Fame. Don Fuson, the 2009 Hall of Fame 
recipient, made the presentation. Photo by Jayne Morden. 

 

 

Related letter from Dale Heiliger’s family on 
page 8 
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Letter from Dale Heiliger’s family 
Dear Editor,  

The family of Dale Heiliger would like to sincerely thank 
all of you involved in supporting his nomination to the Hall of 
Fame 2010.   For 61 years, he has loved nothing more than 
making music with barbershoppers.  Not only has the music 
enriched his life immeasurably, he considers barbershoppers 
the greatest guys on earth and has been enriched by the 
wonderful friendships made through the years.  This 
recognition means so much to him and we all appreciate it 
very much.   

Thank you.   

The Family of Dale Heiliger 

Letter from Mary Halsig, Wichita, 
Kansas director 
Editor Note: Below is a letter received by Jim Bagby, CSD 
C&J Vice President. 

Jim,  
I just wanted to say thank you to you and the folks in Iowa 

for giving us such a great weekend. When they told us that we 
would be traveling to Mason City for competition, it seemed 
pretty daunting and I have to admit that when I got up on 
Saturday I was wishing the drive had been a little shorter. But 
I have to tell you, it was well worth the effort. The facility was 
perfect. There was plenty of parking. The stage was great to 
perform on and the auditorium was comfortable for the 
audience. The acoustics were good and the sound system gave 
us a very natural representation of what was happening on 
stage. From my position as director, I also had a strong sense 
of the chorus sound. Our hosts made the entire process 
absolutely seamless for the contestants. The dinner at the 
college cafeteria on Saturday was delicious and the service 
great. The semi-formal setting was a nice touch. I can't say 
enough about the afterglow. What a great location and we 
actually got to sing tags until 2 a.m. under a lamppost. It just 
doesn't get any better than that. 

  
Our chorus evaluations were stellar. The judges came in 

with positive attitudes and made sure that the guys knew 
exactly what they did right. They demonstrated several 
techniques and shared lots of ways to improve in all three 
categories. Very fun. Very professional.  

  
We went on stage as the smallest chorus in a large chorus 

competition, but not one person treated us as insignificant. We 
have lots of dreams and goals and to get there, we need to 
grow. Our new members had a wonderful time and announced 
that they are officially hooked, largely because of this contest 
experience. Please share my heartfelt appreciation with 
everyone involved for making my first contest as a director 
one that I always treasure. 

  
 

Mary Halsig 
Wichita, Kansas Director 

Two year chorus rotation… 
good or bad? 
By Don Blank, CSD President 
   

(EDITOR’S NOTE:   Our Society is considering a plan 
whereby every chorus that qualifies for the International 
Convention would not compete the next year at International, 
but would compete the following year, and would not be 
eligible to compete at the district level to qualify for the 
International the year they were sitting out waiting for their 
competition.  The hope was that this would encourage more 
choruses to compete.  All of the districts in the Society were 
asked to share their opinions or positions on this two year 
rotation plan being considered by the Society with all of the 
other districts.  Below is the response submitted Don Blank, 
CSD President, to the other districts following our House of 
Delegates (HOD) meeting in Mason City.) 

  
Gentlemen, at our fall CSD convention last week, we did 

have the two year rotation proposal on our HOD agenda.  
Because we were facing some complex reorganization issues 
and had a limited amount of time for the HOD meeting, we 
did not spend a lot of time on the rotation discussion.  And 
because there would only be limited discussion, we decided 
not to take a vote.  Society President Bill Biffle  was in 
attendance, and opened the discussion covering the pros and 
cons on the issue, and Bill was very objective. In the open 
discussion, no one spoke in favor of the proposal. All of the 
comments were either questions or concerns: potential reduced 
quality of the choruses at International because of good 
choruses laying out, choruses that qualify, but don’t win at 
International being forced to take time off, could those 
choruses come to district competition for evaluations, 
questions about the flighting choruses in the first year, 
financial effects on district conventions, etc. 

  
I did poll the three choruses in CSD that qualified for 

Philadelphia, the five choruses that came in behind those three 
choruses, and the Ambassadors of Harmony chorus that is 
sitting out after having won in Anaheim.  All nine choruses 
were opposed to the two year rotation plan.  I thought that the 
five choruses that did not qualify would have some leanings 
toward the plan, in that it would mean that this year, for 
instance, they would not have those three qualifying choruses 
to compete against, but all five were opposed.  And the 
Ambassadors of Harmony chorus was opposed.  For your 
information, the three choruses that qualified and competed in 
Philadelphia, were the top three scoring choruses again in our 
competition last week in Mason City. 
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Attention Editors: CSD Bulletin 
Editor of the Year Contests  

By Dave Haase, Serenade Editor   
 

Now is the time to enter the 2010 CSD Bulletin Editor of the 
Year contest. Just for review, here are the rules and regulations: 

 
First of all, you can enter only one division, hardcopy or 

electronic (formerly called the online bulletin). Secondly, only the 
district winner in each division will advance to PROBE’s 
international bulletin contests (IBC). If there are less than 17 entries 
then the highest scoring bulletins from the non-winners will advance 
to fill the vacancies. Third, all entrants must be a member of PROBE 
for both 2010, the year being judged, and 2011, the year of judging. 
This is a very inexpensive membership, only $10 per year, and is a 
legitimate chapter expense. Only ONE (two-year) membership is 
required for each person entering. Membership can be done online at 
www.harmonize.com/PROBE . 

 
In order to qualify for the IBC, editors must have published at 

least six issues of a monthly bulletin during the contest year, or six 
months of bulletins on a weekly or biweekly schedule. 
. 
Submission of HARDCOPY bulletins 
Fill out and send a copy of the entry form (found on the PROBE 
website).  
 
Monthly or bi-monthly : Six copies each of two consecutive months. 
 
Bi-weekly: Six copies each of four consecutive issues, collated by 
month. 
 
Weekly: Six copies each of eight consecutive issues, collated by 
month. Two copies of each issue must be “off the-press” copies, 
while the others may be photocopies. 
 

Send all hardcopy entries to: J.P. Marshall, 943 23rd Ave, 
Coralville, Iowa 52241, by January 8, 2010. If you have questions 
please call 319-594-3706 or email jp.marshall@itimpressions.com. 
 
Submission of ELECTRONIC bulletins 

The editor will email a copy of the entry form (available via the 
PROBE website) with the two URL's of two consecutive monthly or 
bi-monthly issues or four consecutive biweekly issues or eight 
consecutive weekly issues. 

 
If the ELECTRONIC issues are on a Members Only page, Logins 

and Passwords must be supplied. No hard-copy print-outs or copies 
on CDs will be accepted for ELECTRONIC judging. 

 
To enter the electronic division, email a copy of the entry form 

with the two URL's (they may be HTML or PDF files) to: David 
Haase, quartetmandh@yahoo.com by January 8, 2010.  

 
If you have any questions with the electronic division contest 

don’t hesitate to contact Dave. His phone number is 563-391-6426 or 
563-320-3501. 

 
All winners will be announced at the Central States District 

Spring Convention. Good luck to all!  
 

CSD Bulletin Editors honored at 
Fall Convention 
 

 
CSD Executive Vice President Harvey Kiser presents 
Karen Nanninga, editor of the Manhattan, Kansas, 
InCider Press, with a plaque for winning PROBE’s 
International Electronic Bulletin Contest. Photo by Jayne 
Morden. 
 

 
Mark Keever (right) of the St. Louis Suburban chapter, 
accepts a plaque from PROBE on behalf of Dick Kury. 
Kury’s By-Lines placed second in PROBE’s International 
Electronic Bulletin Contest. Photo by Jayne Morden. 
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Kansas City Here We Come 
By Mark Erickson, Fremont Chapter President 
 

Fremont’s Pathfinder Chorus feels thrilled and privileged 
earning the right to represent the highly competitive Central 
States District as your chorus champion for 2010. With the 
awesome “A” level scores posted by Kansas City’s Heart of 
America and Central Standard choruses in Mason City, no 
one should be surprised if they earn wild card berths to 
International next year in their hometown. Wouldn’t that be a 
hoot, three CSD choruses at International in back-to-back 
years? Considering the way Mason City’s River City Chorus 
improves each year, its conceivable that five CSD choruses 
could earn a spot on the stage when Portland hosts 
International in 2012. 

Fremont’s relentless pursuit of improvement and musical 
excellence continues as we prepare for several holiday 
performances including an inaugural partnership with Midland 
University’s choir for their Lessons and Carols event on 
Sunday, December 5th. On Saturday, December 18th we’ll 
perform twice with a 2 p.m. concert at Fremont’s St. Patrick’s 

Church benefitting the Fremont area Salvation Army and later 
a 7 p.m. performance at Omaha’s St. Andrews’ Church for the 
Omaha World-Herald’s Goodfellows charitable organization. 
Last year we helped raise nearly $10,000 for those charities. 

In September, the Pathfinder Chorus teamed up with the 
Fremont High School chorus, Midland University’s choir and 
the Bob Yanike Singers to produce a show benefiting the 
community’s efforts to restore the historic Love Larson Opera 
House.  

Assistant Director Dave Pinkall and the Missouri Valley 
Music Company demonstrated in Mason City they can still 
sing at the championship level by winning CSD’s Senior 
Quartet competition. This foursome won the District Quartet 
championship 25 years earlier in Wichita, Kan., edging out 
KC Connection. 

We congratulate Pathfinder Ray Brown upon his election 
to the State Vice President office representing Nebraska. Ray 
serves as our Chorus Manager and Convention coordinator. 
You can trust that this Immediate Past President and Chapter 
Barbershopper of the Year will work tirelessly to support 
barbershoppers in the Cornhusker state, CSD and the Society.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our first trip to the “Big 
Dance” and looking ahead 
By Mike Neff, Central Standard  
 

What an awesome time we had at the Philadelphia 
International contest and convention this past July!  The men 
of the Metro Kansas City chapter were very proud to represent 
the Central States District in the chorus competition this year 
and thrilled by the experience. We want to thank the mighty 
Central States District for your support.  It was an honor to 
share the contest stage with outgoing champion Ambassadors 
of Harmony, the Fremont Pathfinders, and the Heart of 
America Chorus. 

 
Leading up to the contest, Central Standard had some 

wonderful coaching sessions with Alan Gordon, Jonny 
Moroni, Kevin Keller, Scott Wilson and Theresa 
Weatherbee.  Rob Mance, who co-directed Central Standard 
in Mason City, provided some “in-house” expertise leading up 
to the Philly contest as well.  So we are very thankful to all of 
those individuals for their time and talents in helping us 
prepare for our very first international competition. 

 
We were one of the smallest choruses in Philly, thirty 

strong, and of those men, almost half the chorus had never set 
foot on the international stage.  For a few, it was their first 
time to ever sing with a barbershop chorus.  So it was quite an 
experience for most of the guys when the curtain opened and 
the first chords rang out. 

 
During the convention week, we were able to see most of 

the contest sessions, get in some rehearsal time, we saw the 
AIC show, the master classes with AOH and Crossroads, and 

of course, the fantastic finals of the quartet contest.  It was 
quite a treat to see our former CSD friends, Jim Clark and 
Darin Drown,  win the gold medal with Storm Front, too.  
Absolutely hilarious performances.  They will be great 
champs! 

 
Speaking of champs, congratulations to the new district 

champion Pathfinders!  We hope to share the stage with you 
next July, if the “wildcard Gods” are smiling down on the 
Central States District.  Wouldn’t it be great if the Central 
States District sent three choruses to the Kansas City 
international contest again next summer? 

 
On a personal note, I want to say thank you to all the men 

of the Metro Kansas City chapter for their ongoing love and 
support over the past three years, as I head off in a new 
direction in Toronto, Canada.  I have been blessed to stand in 
front of them every week and it was an absolute thrill for me 
to represent the CSD and direct your 2009 district chorus 
champions on the international stage – a dream come true. 

 

Keys Found 
 

FOUND:  1 set of keys, Honda Car key (with the 
unlock/lock/panic buttons all on the key) and what looks like a 
house key.  They were left in one of the backstage baskets at 
Mason City. Day unknown! 
  
For more information or to claim:  Contact either Bruce 
Anderson at 402-435-0974; email job60@ix.netcom.com or 
Bridget Anderson at 402-440-3434; email 
bridget_cci@yahoo.com  
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Pathfinder Chorus 
“Phlocks” to Philly 
By Mark Erikson, Fremont Chapter President 
 

We thoroughly enjoyed our first trip as a competitor in a 
Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention. 
Before the sun set on our first day, 83 Pathfinders who 
traveled to Philadelphia with family and friends vowed to 
work even more diligently this fall to earn a second straight 
trip to International – particularly since the 2011 contest will 
be held just down the road in Kansas City. 

We were honored to represent CSD along with District 
Champion Chorus Central Standard and perennial 
powerhouse Heart of America who also earned trips to 
Philly. With 2009 International Champion Ambassadors of 
Harmony on hand to sing their swan song set, CSD was well 
represented. Those outstanding choruses inspire and 
encourage us. 

We met another chorus who inspired and partied with us 
much of the week in the lobby and lounge of our shared hotel. 
Our lives will forever be changed because of the camaraderie 
and one song. Britain’s Cottontown Chorus taught us how to 
sing the classic Queen song Fat Bottom Girls adapted into a 
barbershop arrangement by their Assistant Director. Check out 
the video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDhP4jtrF58. 
Don’t ask for the “spots.” They exist only in the mind of their 
Assistant Director Simon Hunt who taught his chorus all the 
parts over the course of several weeks. Nothing quite like 
singing well blended Polecats and tags in the hotel lobby well 
past 2 a.m. with a bloke you met the day before. Talk about 
priceless moments. 

We fondly remember two other special moments that 
week. The afternoon prior to the chorus contest, CSD 
President Don Blank and his erstwhile board members 
arranged a Pep Rally for all the CSD competitors in Philly that 
week. What a blast! Each chorus and quartet had an 
opportunity to sing in front of a large gathering of friends and 
family from across our home district. 

Then the unexpected happened, putting a lump in our 
collective throats. As the Pathfinder Chorus walked up the 
center aisle to take our places on the risers to sing a song – the 
crowd rose as one spontaneously breaking into a not-to-be-
forgotten standing ovation. Wow! Now how are we supposed 
to sing? Our Director P.D. Stibor was speechless (a rare 
event). His eyes became a bit misty. I peeked around the 
risers. That same wave of humility and pride engulfed all of 
us. 

We didn’t have to wait long for the week’s second special 
moment to find us. The following morning our “pattern” 
started with a 90-minute warm up and rehearsal in a meeting 
room in our hotel. About halfway through the warm up, two 
young men from the Ambassadors of Harmony (AOH) 
asked to address the Pathfinders.  From AOH and their 
director Jim Henry they brought greetings, good wishes, and 
“Gold Medal Moment” coins struck especially for AOH. Each 

Pathfinder received a coin. Many of us have carried our Coin 
every day since. 

No Philly wrap up report would be complete without at 
least mentioning the awesome Reading Market directly across 
the street from the convention hall. The converted passenger 
rail station now houses a bounteous spread of “ma and pa” 
food counters serving an assortment of local and tradition fare 
at exceptionally reasonable prices and generous portions. We 
learned that Philadelphians love to eat and eat well. 

 

 
 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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Central Standard wins 
Straight No Chaser contest 
 

Central Standard has been selected as one of 15 winners 
nationally of the Straight No Chaser “12 Days of Christmas 
Video Contest.”  We were told that we were the only male 
barbershop group selected.  Central Standard videotaped a 
portion of that song at the sound check for the sold-out 
Straight No Chaser concert on October 19 at the Midland 
Theater in downtown Kansas City.  Straight No Chaser will 
then make a video combining the performances of the winners 
and post that video on their website in December, 2010, which 
is www.sncmusic.com. 

 
Straight No Chaser started as a male a capella group at 

Indiana University and at their 10 year reunion in 1998, taped 
their entertaining version of the “12 Days of Christmas.”  One 
of their members posted the video on You Tube, which then 
went viral with over 11 million hits to date.  Based on the 
video, Straight No Chaser was given an Atlantic records 
recording contract, produced three CDs, did a PBS special that 
aired across the country during pledge week and now has a 
very large following.   

 
We are very excited for this opportunity, especially to be 

able to expose our hobby to a larger and broader a capella 
audience. 

 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kansas City prepares for 2011 
International; volunteers needed 
By Bob Burdick and Mike Mathieu,  
International Co-Chairman  
 

Everything is new now in Kansas City – new Sprint Arena, 
new restaurants, and new entertainment venues – all at the 
fabulous new Power and Light District!  If you were there in 
2000 it will be like going to a new location.  Many of the 
convention hotels are within walking distance of the Sprint 
Center where all the competition will be held.  We encourage 
all Central States barbershoppers to register now for the 
convention which will give you priority on hotel selection.   

The Heart of America Chorus is thrilled to be hosting their 
record sixth international convention and proud their city has 
so much to offer.  To register go to www.barbershop.org  and 
click on the link to 2011 convention in Kansas City. 

There will also be many volunteer opportunities in Kansas 
City and we are encouraging all Central States barbershoppers 
and their wives to work a shift or two at the convention. If you 
would be willing to work as little as two four hours shifts on 
any days of the convention you will receive a commemorative 
Oxford convention volunteer shirt featuring the 2011 logo.   

All the committee choices are listed on the volunteer sign 
up website and you can sign up for as few or as many shifts as 
you see fit.  Sign up early to get your favorite choice of duties.  

It will surely be a memorable occasion, and one that will be 
appreciated by one and all.   

 To volunteer, go to the same website shown above and 
click on the UPCOMING EVENTS section, click on the 2011 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, the click on KC 2011 
Volunteer Form. 

Thank you in advance for all of your help. 

See you in KC. 

Kansas and Nebraska chapters gather to 
“sing and have fun” 

 

Barbershoppers from Grand Island, Hastings, Kearney and 
McCook from the CSD, and from Colby, Kan., and Ogallala, 
Neb. from the RMD gather in McCook, Neb. on September 25th 
to “Sing and Have Fun”. Jim Bagby directed the all day event. 
That evening the mass chorus, two chapter quartets, and two 
chapters put on a performance for the public. Photo by Don 
Blank.
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CSD LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
 

Football’s almost over.  Baseball hasn’t started yet.  It’s too cold to fish.  Already cleaned the gutters. 

What’s a guy gonna do? 
 

How about something FUN?  Something with FRIENDS?  Something with SINGING?  YEAH!!  
 

All that – and some neat stuff to make you a better Barbershopper – is at the 
CSD LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 

 
Oh wait – you did that last year?   SO?? 

 

For 2011 – NEW quartets   NEW facilitators    
NEW classes for Directors   NEW Music Performance 

 
And a new way to save money on your registration 

 
The first FOUR members of your chapter pay $40 each 
The FIFTH and SIXTH chapter members pay $30 each 

The SEVENTH and EIGHTH chapter members pay $20 each 
After that ALL additional chapter members pay $10 each 

BUT your registration has to be in by JANUARY 14 to take advantage of the discounts. 
 

So mark your calendars NOW 
 

CSD LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
ST. JOSEPH, MO – MISSOURI WESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 

FEBRUARY 4-6, 2011 
Friday, February 4 – Singing favorite TAGS and SONGS at Stoney Creek Inn  (or another 
hotel if you prefer) 
Saturday, February 5 – full day of classes, dinner, and Afterglow 
Sunday, February 6 – Optional time for chapter planning 

 
 

 
AND YOU’LL STILL BE HOME IN TIME FOR THE SUPER BOWL! !! 
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Chapter Registration for 
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY  

 
Feb.  4-6, 2011 – Stoney Creek Inn and Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph, MO 
 
Members who have joined in the Calendar Year 2010 will receive a complimentary registration. 
 
Please send the registration form and enclose a check payable to Central States District for all registrants post 
marked no later than Friday, January 14, 2011 to :  
   
David Montgomery 
11601 Whiterock Circle 
Roca, NE  68430 
  
Person Sending in Registration:  Name _________________________  
Position in Chapter _________________________ 

Phone: _______________ Email Address: ___________________ 

 
Chapter Name _________________________________________ Chapter No. ________________ 
 
   Name of Registrant      Investment Fee  
Joe Barbershopper _____________________________________  _$______________ 

Joe Barbershopper _____________________________________  _$______________ 

Joe Barbershopper _____________________________________  _$______________ 

President _____________________________________________  _$______________ 

Secretary _____________________________________________  _$______________ 

Treasurer _____________________________________________  _$______________ 

Membership ___________________________________________  _$______________ 

Marketing & PR ________________________________________  _$______________ 

YIH/Youth Festivals _____________________________________ _$______________ 

CDD _________________________________________________  _$______________ 

Music & Performance___________________________________  _ $______________ 

Additional Registrants  

Class __________________ ____________________________  _$______________ 

Class __________________ ____________________________  _$______________ 

Class __________________ ____________________________  _$______________ 

 

                      TOTAL (Registration Investment) Cost  _$______________ 
 
NOTE:  All Classes must have a minimum of five registrants to be offered
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Top Gun School  
By Josh Umhoefer 
 
With the help of my quartet, Skyline, I have been working 
hard to put together a new and improved Top Gun School for 
2011. 
  
The Date:  March 11-13, 2011 
Coaching will take place Friday evening (starting around 7 
p.m.) and all day Saturday.  Sunday will be a day to rehearse 
and travel home. 
 
Our Four Top Gun Coaches... 
Patrick Claypool, Brent Graham, Rob Mance, Gary 
Steinkamp 
  
The Cost:  $200 per quartet 
The CSD District and the ACSC have agreed to raise their 
contribution to the Top Gun School, which allows us to keep 
tuition at $200 per quartet.  This pays for 6 hours of top notch, 
A-Level coaching.  Hotel, meals and travel are not included. 
 
The thing to understand is that for each quartet who comes to 
Top Gun School, the quartet pays $200, but the CSD and the 
ACSC are funding $400 per quartet to make this happen for 
you.  They are investing in us – the quartets of the CSD – 
because they believe this will make all of our quartets better, 
which will make our district better! 
 
The Location: Residence Inn KCI Airport –  
10300 Northwest Ambassador Dr, Kansas City, MO 
 
Take a look online at the Residence Inn - KCI Airport.  
Skyline visited this hotel in August, and it is AMAZING.  It 
was built in 2007.  It has double-double rooms or king rooms 
available for $89 per night.  I highly recommend booking one 
double-double hotel room per quartet, per night, because a 
double-double room will comfortably house and sleep SIX 
adults.  A king room will comfortably house and sleep four.  
Both styles of rooms include a hot breakfast buffet (FREE), a 
pull-out sofa, a kitchenette, a business center, and they don't 
charge for extra people in the room. 
 
Again, quartets are responsible for their own hotel room, 
travel costs, and meals. 
 
Invitations have already been sent by email.  An invitation 
does not guarantee a spot for that quartet.  Quartets will be 
accepted on a first come, first serve basis.  We can accept up 
to eight quartets for coaching.  So please make sure to respond 
quickly! 
 
A huge thank you is in order to the CSD and ACSC for 
making a Top Gun School like this possible this year!  It’s 
going to be fun - I'm very excited! 
  

���������		��
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce 

 
1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 

2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than 

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Take a role to shape the 
future of barbershop 
By Greg Caetano, Society Board Member 
 

Congratulations to the Central States District on another 
terrific year of great barbershop harmony and fellowship. The 
fall convention was wonderfully handled and supported by the 
Mason City Chapter and so many CSD members and their 
families. All the little details were looked after and the city 
knew barbershoppers were there. Thank you, Mason City, for 
a terrific experience. 

 
      As I travel around the Society, I am able to participate in 
many barbershop activities. Each activity has its own unique 
style and culture. The culture in CSD is outstanding and very 
welcoming. Take pride in sharing the CSD culture with your 
community and reaching out to meet new friends along the 
way. Share the motivation and drive that keeps you 
participating in the Barbershop Harmony Society and let as 
many people as you can talk to, know how through music we 
can change lives. 

 
      A comment I heard from other barbershop leaders talking 
with music educators struck a chord with me. When music 
educators are asked, “What is it you like about the Barbershop 
Harmony Society?", the "music" was number five on their list. 
The intrinsic rewards were the top of the list: teaching 
integrity to the students, being positive role models for 
students to look up to, validating the work the music educator 
does with the students, the support of the organization all were 
facets shared before the "music". 

 
     The rewards of being a member of the Barbershop

 Harmony Society truly changes lives when you consider the 
influence our culture and music has on everyone around us. 
For those that love football in high school and college, if they 
can't make a career out of it they can only observe someone 
else's success. With music, being a part of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society can last so much longer and is participatory 
in so many aspects. 

 
     Be involved, be a leader, be a volunteer, reach out without 
expecting anything in return. The journeys we take in our 
barbershop lifetime are directly shaped and molded by what 
we put into it and enjoy the experience. Be a participant and 
not a spectator. Take the opportunity to be in a role to shape 
the future of barbershopping. 

 
     Yes there are some "details" that always need to be 
considered; policies, expenses, administration, it is a business 
in some way. Businesses succeed when its a business which is 
driven our motivation and the fact we love to sing and share it 
with others. Let's work together to ensure the job of making 
music and sharing our culture is experienced by as many 
people as possible. 

 
      My term on the Society Board officially ends at the end of 
this calendar year, but it is not the end of my motivation to 
keep the barbershop harmony society going for many 
generations to share and experience. I have already selected 
some new and exciting roles I can fill to continue to give back 
and share my experiences in order to enrich the lives of the 
people I meet in the Barbershop Harmony Society. Let's share 
our music, fellowship and culture! Let’s introduce someone 
new to the barbershop experience and hope it will foster 
another lifelong friendship for many, many generations to 
come.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A group of barbershoppers from the Central States District 
attending Harmony U take time between classes to pose for a 
photo. Not all people from the CSD were available at the time of 
the photo. Photo by Bill Leslie. 

 
Are We Planning for 2011? 

by Harvey Kiser, Executive Vice President 
 
Chapter Officers:  What are your chapter’s plans 
for 2011?  Whatever we do, let’s aim to improve 
our singing/performances each time we perform.  
Are you planning Officer Installation, Christmas 
performances, Singing Valentines, CSD Leadership 
Academy, chorus coaching, International 
Convention in Kansas City in July, and Harmony 
U? 
 
Your District Leaders are planning for 2011 and 
2012, Nov. 19 – 21 in Omaha.  Wanted: 
Suggestions for new or modification of current 
programs. 
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59-year member Buzz 
Brown passes away 
By Bob Kerdus,  
Cedar Rapids Chapter President 
 

The Barbershop Harmony Society and the Cedar Rapids 
Harmony Hawks lost a true brother in harmony when G.B. 
“Buzz” Brown entered the chapter eternal on October 14th.  
Buzz’s impact on our hobby is best told by the people who 
knew him. 

 
Here is a portion of his obituary that was in the Cedar 

Rapids Gazette, Sunday, October 17th: 
 
“Singing has been a huge part of Buzz Brown’s life since 

he was a “boy soprano” in Cedar Falls, Iowa. He sang in high 
school and college choirs and has been a member of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society since 1952. He performed with 
quartets such as The Monona Moaners, the Diplomats and 
the Artful Dodgers. He was a very active member of the 
Cedar Rapids Harmony Hawks Chorus since 1957, serving 
as an officer, earning Barbershopper of the Year honors in 
1963 and winning 3rd place in the international contest in 
1959. He appeared on the international competition stage a 
total of 13 times. In 2005, Buzz traveled to international 
contest in Salt Lake City, Utah, where he received his 50-year 
pin on stage. In 2006 and 2007, Buzz joined the New 
Tradition Chorus  in Northbrook, IL, and competed in two 
more international competitions, earning fourth and fifth place 
medals. He traveled more than 450 miles round trip to the 
Chicago area to prepare for the international competitions.” 

 
Buzz held practically ever office with the Harmony Hawks 

over the years including the offices of Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Program VP. He also held district offices as CSD 
Secretary, CSD Public Relations Committee Chairman, and 
Area Counselor.   

 
As mentioned previously, Buzz was in several quartets 

during his barbershopping career.  In fact, when the society 
came out with the Polecat program, Buzz not only learned his 
bass part, but learned all three of the other parts for each of the 
songs!!  Here’s a memory of a quartetting experience about 
Buzz from Jim White: 

 
“I had the pleasure of singing tenor in the Diplomats 

quartet with Buzz in the ‘60s.  He was funny, quirky, and a 
great bass. I thoroughly enjoyed those years. The only 
problem occurred when I was driving to a job and Buzz had to 
play the part of the driver ed teacher and tell me all I was 
doing wrong! One rainy night we were driving to a singing 
engagement and my windshield wipers quit. Somewhere he 
came up with some string and ran it out the car windows to the 
wipers and sat in the passenger seat pulling the wipers from 
side to side while I continued to drive. It worked and we 
arrived safely.” 
 

There are two other 59-year barbershoppers in the 
Harmony Hawks that sang with Buzz, Dean Kruse and Bob 
Nance, one half of the 1961 CSD District Champions, The 
Vigortones 

 
Dean Kruse said, “I sang with Buzz in the Artful Dodgers 

and a few other pick-up quartets. He really loved to sing. He 
was always there to fill in when a quartet was needed.” 

 
Bob Nance had some humorous memories of Buzz. “He 

was a tall skinny kid when he started with the Harmony 
Hawks, known as the Cedar Rapids Chorus back then, and his 
mother came with him,” said Nance. “He had this buzz haircut 
and some of the members of the Hawks gave him the 
nickname “Buzz.” That is how he got his name. I remember 
Buzz telling me, ‘I’m 5’19” and still growing.’ He always had 
a good sense of humor. 

 
“Buzz was the most energetic barbershopper I have ever 

known. He very dependable and was there for the chapter. He 
held practically every office with the Cedar Rapids Chapter.  
He was all barbershop… 100%, all the time, He loved the 
Barbershop Society.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G.B. “Buzz” Brown 
receives his 50-year pin 
at the 2005 
International 
Convention in Salt 
Lake City 

 

It is Time for CSD to Lead 
By J.P. Marshall, Harmony Foundation 
 

On Saturday night in Mason City, during the CSD fall 
convention, our Barbershop Harmony Society President, Bill Biffle , 
talked about the plight and goals of the Harmony Foundation.  He 
highlighted the new 4-On-The-Road program which will hire a young 
quartet singing at an A level to travel full time for the society, 
performing at high schools, colleges, music festivals, and anywhere 
else they think will help spread the barbershop style.   

 
He also talked about the TAG Program which will send a highly 

talented and accomplished person out to a chapter for six weeks to 
help motivate, encourage and lead the chapter to new and exciting 
levels.   

 
These are two great programs, but they need to be funded, and 

that is what Bill stressed the most.  He mentioned that only 7% of the  
 

Harmony Foundation continued on page 18 
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Harmony Foundation continued from page 17 

 
BHS members are also members of the Harmony Foundation and that 
we need at least 25% of our own BHS members to be members of the 
HF before any outside groups will look at us for grants or matched 
funding.   

 
The statistic the Bill did not talk about is the one that is most 

troubling to me because it means I have failed to reach one of my 
goals over the last three years as the district’s Harmony Foundation 
administrator. That statistic is that the CSD has only 3.5% 
participation in Harmony Foundation.  I accept that responsibility 
because that is not the CSD style.  In everything that the society does, 
CSD leads.  We have the best membership retention in the society, 
we have the best competition choruses and quartets--as we proved in 
2009, and we are recognized as having some of the best conventions 
around. (I am sure that the wonderful time in Mason City will not 
change that impression!)  We are always leaders in the

 society, but in this one area we are behind the society average.   
 
It is time for CSD to step up and take the reins one more time to 

lead all the other districts on the society’s march to 25% participation 
in the Harmony Foundation.  All you need to do to help with this is 
join the Ambassadors of Song program with a monthly pledge of $10 
to the Harmony Foundation.  That is less per month than some people 
spend each day on coffee, or being from Iowa, less than I spend on 
pork and corn for a day.  Isn’t the future of our society worth that?  I 
would like to see the CSD up to 10% membership in Harmony 
Foundation by the time all of the Society comes to the CSD for 
another one of our great conventions in Kansas City next July. But to 
make that happen, every one of you out there needs to really think 
about being leaders in this fashion by signing up.  I made this same 
request at the House of Delegates meeting and before I left there I 
had 30% membership from that room.  I challenge you to follow their 
lead by visiting the Harmony Foundation’s website at 
http://www.harmonyfoundation.org and clicking on the “donate now” 
button. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

New C&J Judges get their pins 

 
Don Fuson, Kansas City Chapter, gets his Contest Administrator 
badge pinned on by his wife, Linda, becoming the third new CSD 
member of the C&J community for the next three years (Photo 
provided by Don Fuson) 

 
Gene Spilker of the St. Charles Chapter gets his Presentation 
badge from his stepfather, veteran Music judge David Wright, as 
Society Contest and Judging Chairman Steve Jamison cheers.   
(Photo by Jim Bagby) 

 

 
Scott Wilson, St. Charles, is congratulated by Steve Jamison on 
completing the Category School curriculum to get his 
Presentation Category badge on the four days prior to Harmony 
University this summer at Missouri Western State University in 
St. Joseph (Photo by Jim Bagby) 
 

Wanted! 
·  Convention Chairman  
·  Assistant Convention Chair/Stage Chair  
·  Auditorium Chairman 

Contact Dean Beckman if you’re interested in 
one of these positions.  
319-472-2882    deanancy78 @ msn . com 
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Ideas to make your chapter grow  
By Mike Scott, CSD Membership VP 

I asked a friend of mine who is a good singer to come to our 
guest night, but said he was too busy. Maybe next time. 

Ok….let’s change that around a little bit to see if I can alter the 
outcome. 

I asked the same guy come to our guest night a week later. He 
said he was again too busy. I said: “But wait, there’s more. We’re 
handing out $100.00 bills to the first 10 guest through the door.” My 
guest replied: “What time do we leave?” 

What changed the outcome? I offered something he perceived as 
immediate value he can comprehend. Since he knows nothing about 
our barbershop chapter – he has nothing to compare to. Or…worse 
yet – he has the past image stuck in his head of 4 guys wearing straw 
hats, vests and canes singing under a street lamp.  

Of course – we can’t offer $100 bucks as loss-leader items to lure 
guests through our door, but we have the power to enrich a male 
singers life at 100 times the value of the $100 dollar bill.  

Let’s start with the basics of a successful chapter. What are they 
doing ‘right’ to keep current members coming back and signing up 
new members? Perhaps we can ‘borrow’ some pages out of their 
playbook and use them in our own home chapter! (Why not!) 

A. The chapter is a quality singing group that promotes 
themselves effectively via public performances, annual shows, 
Valentine’s singing, summer church singing, community events, etc. 
(Recall Director Pete Benson’s Minneapolis chapter’s challenge – 
very few knew they even existed. They had to re-invent themselves.) 

B. Chapter meetings are planned with the assistance of the 
Music Team, Director, Asst. Director and Program VP. (This is 
the heart and soul of the chapter). 

C. Develop succession planning. Identify future leaders. Start 
grooming and nurturing them. Be prepared to fill critical leadership 
positions if someone moves away. 

D. Chapter Meeting agenda is sent out ahead of the regular 
meeting so each member knows what music they’re expected to learn

 so they can polish it during the chapter practice/rehearsal (eliminates 
Director beating out notes on a piano and is a total time waster and 
overall = a bummer !) 

E. Work hard at making sure your chapter meeting is not 
boring and repetitive. If your chapter meeting becomes predictable – 
you’ll notice guys not showing up. Keep them challenged and 
engaged by mixing things up.   

F. Elect quality leaders to your team from the Director  on 
down the line. Our directors spend 90% of their time in front of the 
members. Like any job worth doing and doing well – continue to 
work hard at your craft, picking up new ideas, techniques, attending 
the Leadership Academy as often as possible – Harmony University 
is packed with top drawer teaching talent. Be the best you can be. 
You are your chapter’s best salesperson.  

G. Successful chapters hold annual planning meetings each 
year and include all members to participate. I strongly recommend 
the SWOT analysis. Measure your chapter’s Strengths-
Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats. It’s a very effective method of 
setting the course of your chapter’s on-going success.  

H. Start or assist a nearby chapter with the Youth In 
Harmony events. Glen Larsen with the Fort Dodge, IA. chapter is a 
PRO at setting these up. Duane Lawson is another excellent district 
contact to can guide you in the right direction.  

I. Never forget – our BHS membership is made up of 5 
generations. What may attract one group is a ‘turn off’ for the other. 
You need to know the difference. If your chapter does not have a 
Facebook account, get one. They’re free and easy to set up. It 
actively draws people to your Facebook page! This is where the 
younger generation is ‘hanging out’. Start communicating on their 
level. 

J. Send your Membership VP to the next Leadership 
Academy. Get them started in the right direction.  (February 4-6, 
2011-St. Joe). Many of these items will be explained in greater detail 
along with a multitude of new, cool stuff that space permits me to 
mention here. We have a responsibility to keep the thrill of four-part 
barbershop style music alive for the next generation. Let’s have some 
fun with it ! 

Have questions? E-mail me at mikes@sttiowa.com  or call 712-
298-0140 (cell). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New contact person at  
Nashville for insurance 
By Mark Fuerniss, CSD Secretary 

 
Congratulations to all the competing quartets and choruses 

at the Fall CSD Convention in Mason City, particularly to the 
winning quartets and choruses.  The host Mason City Chapter 
did an outstanding job hosting this convention.    

 
The House of Delegates, formerly referred to as the 

Presidents Council, passed resolutions creating five state Vice 
President positions on the District Board.  The intent was to 
improve communications between chapters and the district 
board.  Your state Vice President is identified elsewhere in 
this edition.  Be sure to contact your state representative or 
other board members if you have any barbershop issues.  
Revised Standard District Bylaws and Code of Regulations 
can be found in the Members section of the District web site.   

 

As your chapter is wrapping up activities for 2010 
remember that if your chapter put on a performance during 
2010, your chapter secretary will need to complete an ASCAP 
form and send at least the minimum of $219 to Nashville, % 
Julie Cervantes, 110 7th Ave N, Nashville, TN  37203.    
Chapter Secretaries should consult their Chapter Secretary 
manual, Sections 7.2.2 – 7.2.5, available on the Society’s web 
site in the Documents center for information regarding the 
filing of ASCAP form and fees.  If you have questions, contact 
Erin Eikins  in Nashville, 615-673-4127, or e-mail her at   
eeikins@barbershop.org.  All show clearance, BMI and 
ASCAP license application (at least five copies) forms are still 
to be sent to me. 

 
Paired District Society Board Member Greg Caetano 

pointed out that there is a new contact person if your chapter 
needs a certificate of liability insurance, Ms. Amy Comer.  
Request forms can be found in the Documents area of the 
Society web site, under “Medical and Insurance Documents.” 
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Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
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District and Society Calendar 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately February 1, 2010 
                       

2010 Chapter Shows 
 
November 6 – Wichita, KS,  Scottish Rite Temple 
November 13 - Winner, SD, Winner Community 
Playhouse.  
November 20- KC Metro, Unity Temple (2 shows) 
November 28 - Beatrice, NE,  Hevelone Center 
December 4 – Florissant Valley, MO, Florissant Valley 
Community College 
December 4 - St. Louis #1, MO, Jefferson College Theatre 
December 10 - 12, – St. Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 
December 12 – Sioux Falls, SD, Lincoln High School 
 

 

2011 Chapter Shows 
 
March 5 - St. Louis Suburban, MO, St. Ann Community 
Center 
March 5 - Iowa City, IA, Englert Theatre. 
 
March 19-20 – Beatrice, NE, Hevelone Center (2 shows) 
April 2 - Mason City, Iowa, North Iowa Area CC (2 shows) 
 
April 2 - Hays, KS chapter, Beach Schmidt Performing 
Arts Center on the Fort Hays State University campus (2 
shows)  

April 16 - Manhattan, KS - McCain Auditorium (2shows) 
  
April 29 - Florissant Valley, MO, Florissant Valley Civic 
Center Theatre 
 
April 30 - Davenport, Iowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall  
 
                                            

Society and District Events 
 
January 25 -20, 2011 – Midwinter International 
Convention, Las Vegas, Nev. 
 
Feb 4-6, 2011 – CSD Leadership Academy 
Missouri Western State University, St Joseph, MO. 
 
March 11-13, 2011 – Top Gun School 
Kansas City, MO. 
 
April 8-10, 2011 - CSD Spring Convention 
Location to be determined 
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request  
show date 
 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
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