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Sioux City rolls out the 
red carpet to the CSD 
Spring Convention 
By Sharon Ocker and Jerry Forbes, 
Sioux City, Iowa Chapter 
 

The city of Sioux City, Iowa and the Siouxland Discovery 
Chorus wishes to extend an invitation to everyone in the 
Central States District for the district’s 2010 Spring 
Convention, April 23-25. We are excited to once again to be 
hosting the Spring Convention. It has been 11 years since the 
CSD has been in our great town. 

 

 
The Orpheum Theatre, the contest venue. 

 
The contests will be at the refurbished Orpheum Theatre, 

home of the Sioux City Symphony. Besides the symphony the 
theatre has a long history of hosting ballets, special attractions, 
and entertainers like Fred Astaire, Tallulah Bankhead, 
Katherine Hepburn, Bill Cosby, BB King, Sheryl Crow, and 
Jerry Seinfeld. 

 
In Sioux City or nearby communities there are many 

attractions for you and family to choose from. Not that far 
away from the convention site is the Sioux City Arts Center 
and the Palmer Candy Company, home of the Bing candy bar.  

 

 
The Lewis and Clark statue outside of the Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center. 

 
Down by the riverfront you can take in some history at the 

Lewis and Clark Interpretative Center. Experience a day 
soldiering and serving with Lewis and Clark in this new 
interactive Missouri Riverfront attraction. Admission is free. 
The center focuses on a day in the life of the explorers as they 
traveled through what is now the Sioux City area. The death 
and burial of Sergeant Charles Floyd on August 20, 1804, is at 
the heart of the story. 

 
Also along the riverfront, near the Anderson Dance 

Pavilion, is the United Flight 232 Memorial. The memorial 
commemorates the heroic rescue efforts shown by the Sioux 
City community after the crash of United Flight 232 in 1989; 
the statue depicts Colonel Dennis Nielson carrying a child to 
safety. 

 
Sioux City continued on page 4. 
 

More convention information inside 
 

Convention registration………page 9 
Schedule of events……………..page 10 
Hotel reservation form………..page 11 
Chorus and quartet entry…….page 12 
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Make 2010 
your banner 
year 
By Don Blank,  
CSD President 

 

In 2009, all of us in the 
Central States District got 
to be a part of one of the 

greatest years we have ever had in our district.  At 
Springfield, we qualified five quartets (our FAB 
FIVE) for the International Competition in 
Anaheim.  That was followed by a Central States 
District sweep of the quartet and chorus competition 
in Anaheim—what a moment to remember in 
celebrating the victories of the Ambassadors of 
Harmony and Crossroads.  A little bit of all of us 
were up on stage with them when they won.   

Then in Lincoln, we qualified not one, but 
THREE choruses for Philadelphia and frosting on 
the cake was the Tribute to the Champions in 
Lincoln. 

So what is ahead for 2010?   The success those 
quartets and choruses achieved didn’t just happen—
they set goals, and then put in the hard work 
individually and as quartets and choruses with a 
determination and focus to succeed.  Why not take 
the excitement of their extraordinary level of 
success, bring it down to your chapter, and make 
this the year that your chapter and your members 
reach new heights?   Success doesn’t have to be 
qualifying for International—success is how much 
improvement your chapter shows from the start of 
2010 to the end of 2010.  That will happen for your 
chapter the same way those 2009 winners 
succeeded—and that is setting goals, adopt a plan to 
achieve those goals, and just do it! 

What should your goals be—maybe it is more 
sing outs, or it might be to improve your meetings.  
You always want to see your membership grow, but 
that will only happen with a plan, and the 
determination to make it happen. 

One final point is to make sure that your reach 
exceeds your grasp.  In other words, think what you 
might be able to accomplish, and then reach a little 

farther.  Believe me, you just may surprise yourself 
with what you accomplish! 

No chapter stays the same—you are either 
getting stronger or slipping backwards.  And you’ll 
only get stronger with a plan.  You can do it. 

 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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Sioux City continued from page 1. 
 
Sioux City is the home of the American Popcorn 

Company, maker of Jolly Time Popcorn. Did we mention that 
the Ice Cream Capital of the World is just up the road from 
Sioux City? 
 

The American Popcorn Company, maker of Jolly Time 
Popcorn. 

 
In Le Mars, Iowa, is the Wells Dairy Company, home of 

Blue Bunny Ice Cream. There they produce over 120 million 
gallons of ice cream a year. Stop by the Visitor Center and 
Museum during your trip to Sioux City. The Visitor Center 
and Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

 
Like taking chances at the casino? Nearby is the Argosy 

Riverboat Casino. The casino is docked on the scenic Missouri 
River and has over 700 slot machines and 19 gaming tables. 

 
Looking for a bite to eat near the convention site? There is 

a wide selection of restaurants close by including Perkins, 
Famous Dave’s, Chili’s, Luciano’s, Buffalo Alice, and the 
Olive Tree Restaurant.  

 
We hope you enjoy your stay in Sioux City for the CSD 

Spring Convention!!! 
 

Boy, did I goof! 
By David Haase, Serenade Editor 

 
In the November 2009 issue of the Serenade I put the 

wrong photo in for our 2009 CSD Super Novice Champions, 
Deadlocked. Instead of Deadlocked I mistakenly put the 
photo of 7th Avenue Review. This was brought to my 
attention by a member of the Beatrice, Nebraska chapter 
when he read the Serenade online. I quickly corrected the 
online version of the issue and had it uploaded to the CSD 
website. However, the printed version was at the printer and 
was in the process of being printed. 

 

I extend my apologies to these fine gentlemen in 
Deadlocked who worked so hard to win the title of 2009 CSD 
Super Novice Champions. My congratulations go out to 
Deadlocked and wish them the best in future endeavors. 
 

 
Deadlocked, the 2009 Super Novice Champions. From left 
to right: Jeff Davis, baritone; Stacy Williams, bass; Seth 
Stroup, lead; and Rick Ziegler, tenor. 

 
 

Barbershopper gets pulled 
over by policeman for 
practicing his music 
By Wayne Grimmer,  
Director of the Long Island Sound Chorus 
(Borrowed from the Harmonet) 

 
On my way home from chorus practice I was singing in 

my car. I got to the intersection of Route 111 and Chapman 
Blvd in Manoville, New York and had to stop for a red light. 
At the time I was doing my Tennessee Ernie Ford (Jim 
Henry, too) impression of 16 Tons...just singing away.  

 
I got the green light just as a Suffolk County police car 

pulled up to the intersection (he was on Chapman Blvd). I 
didn't get far when the lights were flashing in my mirror. I was 
thinking I must have a taillight out. When the cop came up to 
the window he said I was talking on my cell phone. I laughed.  

 
When I drove passed him at the intersection he saw my 

right hand up to my ear, and assumed I was on the phone. 
When I explained to him that I had just come from barbershop 
chorus practice, and was singing in the car, and using a 
singing technique to hear the notes better. He said he had 
never heard of barbershop music or such a technique. He 
asked to see my cell phone, looked it over, shook his head, 
smiled, and sent me on my way....without a ticket!
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High Definition Seeks 
New Bass Singer 
By Mark Fortino 
 

High Definition , quartet from Kansas City and 
Springfield, MO, is currently holding auditions for a new bass 
singer. While the current bass, Adam Veteto, is committed to 
High Definition through July 2010, he will begin medical 
school in the fall and must focus his talent elsewhere.  Medical 
school or quartetting?  Hmmm….  

Members of the current foursome are Mark Fortino 
(lead), John Fortino (baritone), Rob Mathieu (tenor), all 
from Kansas City, and Adam Veteto (bass), from Springfield, 
MO.  Mark and John, formerly of 12th Street Rag, 1994 
Central States District Quartet Champions and 2004 and 2006 
11th Place International Semifinalists, and Rob, formerly of 
Quadio, 2006 Central States District Quartet Champions, 
began singing with Adam in August of 2007 when High 
Definition was formed.  Adam had previously sung with Noise

 Boys, 2001 Central States District Quartet Champions. 

This foursome knew great things were to come when they 
formed in August of 2007. After just 11 rehearsals, they 
captured the district title posting the second highest score in 
Central States District history, second only to Vocal 
Spectrum.  In 2008, they were 13th Place International 
Semifinalists in Nashville, Tenn.  In 2009 High Definition 
qualified with a Top 20 score for Anaheim but had to 
withdraw from the competition at the last minute, as Rob's 
baby girl, Ella Rose, was born on July 5. 

So, instead of competing in Anaheim, they stayed close to 
home and recorded and released their first album entitled, 
'High Definition entertainment', with songs sung in the 
barbershop style from the 20's, 30's, 40's, 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's, 
and the 21st Century.  Check it out at www.hdquartet.com.   

High Definition wishes to continue its journey, so we are 
holding auditions for a new bass singer starting in January 
2010.  Please contact Mark Fortino at 
markfortino@aol.com or 913-897-8978 to schedule an 
audition day and time.    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What will 2010 
bring to you and 
your chapter? 
By Harvey Kiser,  
CSD Executive VP 
 

What will you and your 
chapter be doing this year to 

increase your enjoyment and that of others?  Will there be 
changes, improvements and more fun for your members?  
What are your 2010 goals?  

 
Goal setting helps to develop a plan.  A lot can be said 

about setting goals.  Here are some examples:  
 
“In order to get somewhere, you first have to have to know 

where you are going…and that takes vision.  Vision is one of 
the most essential qualities of leadership and also one of the 
hardest to teach.”  This is taken from a little book titled 
“Vision – Quote and Unquote” published by Applewood 
Books in 2002.  Here are a few quotes from this book for your 
consideration – “Goals are not only absolutely necessary to 
motivate us, they are essential to really keep us alive,” by 
Robert H. Schuller.  Another quote from Bo Jackson – “Set 
your goals high and don’t stop until you get there.”  And one 
more: “Risk more than others think is safe.  Care more than 
others think is wise.  Dream more than others think is 
practical.  Expect more than others think is possible,” by 
Cadet Maxim.                                                                                                                           

 
Your district officers have called your chapter presidents 

about your chapter plans and concerns.  Your programs are 
performing Singing Valentines, presenting the chapter’s 
annual show, singing at church services in the summer, having

 joint chapter meetings with hot dogs and chips at a summer 
baseball outing, having a picnic with roasting ears and/or 
cookies as a part of a festival with other chapters, conducting a 
youth festival or contest, attending conventions, competing as 
a chorus or quartet, inviting other men to come to your 
meetings to see what you do every week, etc.  You also have 
questions about attracting more men, looking for a new 
director, increasing the size of your membership, or promoting 
your chapter events on a small budget. 

 
Maybe you learned at a district workshop, seminar or 

convention about an idea or program that you and your 
chapter could use.  Maybe you found something that will draw 
in new singers.  Maybe you learned about taking barbershop 
harmony to young men and women in your schools.  Maybe 
you were inspired by what you learned at Harmony University 
in St. Joseph, MO.  Maybe you discovered a planning method 
to fulfill your chapter’s vision and accompanying goals. 

 
Your district officers are as close as a phone call or an e-

mail message.  You can ask questions, request resources or 
suggest changes.    

 
How do you contact us – district officers and board 

members?  See the second page of this Serenade or use the 
CSD website -- 
https://www.centralstatesdistrict.com/district_officers.html  to 
find phone numbers and e-mail addresses.  You may also 
contact operations officers in the areas of Music and 
Performance, Marketing and Public Relations, Membership 
Development, Chorus Director Development, Contest and 
Judging, Youth in Harmony, Collegiate Quarteting, Harmony 
Foundation, SOP, and Convention Coordination. 

 
We are all barbershoppers and we work together to bring 

harmony in our chapters.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

How prepared are 
you...really? 
By Roy Rogers, CSD Marketing and PR 
  

I always return from our District Convention more fired up 
than I was before I went.  The thing that kept banging me in 
the head while I was in Lincoln...was how well prepared 
nearly everyone is that has some responsibilities connected 
with planning for, preparing for, and executing all of the 
details required for what was a successfully-run 
convention/contest.  The people behind the scenes know their 
jobs and they get 'em done.  The people that "appear in public" 
during those three days know their jobs and they get 'em done. 

 
And the quartets and choruses...they know their jobs and 

after lots of hard work...and more hard work…and more 
practices...they get their jobs done.   The competition in our 
district has stepped it up about two notches gentlemen...and 

if you didn't get to Lincoln this year you missed the step-up. It 
was really phenomenal.   

 
If you are interested in Marketing/Public Relations in your 

chapter taking a STEP UP...YOU can do something positive 
about it...and whether you are going to be responsible for 
Marketing and Public Relations in your chapter...or someone 
else is...you should get BEHIND (as in talking about it with 
your fellow chapter members) having SOMEONE from your 
chapter attend the Leadership Academy in St. Joseph, MO 
which will be held on Feb. 5 and 6.  There will be at least one 
half-day session there on HOW CAN WE STEP 
UP MARKETING/PR EFFECTIVENESS FOR OUR 
CHAPTER ?  McDonald's spends $ 250 million on corporate 
(non-product oriented) advertising annually. Personally, my 
chapter doesn't have but about .0002 times that amount we can 
afford to spend on promoting ourselves... so we can use all the 
help we can get. SEND SOMEBODY TO HELP YOUR 
CHAPTER.  (One from each chapter would be 58...what an 
impact that could have !! )     
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Providing value 
to the product 
we sell 
 
By Mike Scott, 
CSD Membership 
Program Administrator 

  
One of my duties as your CSD Membership Administrator is 

to monitor and measure the statistics of our membership activity. 
I personally thank Byron Myers, Sr. and Don Fuson for 
compiling this data. These gentlemen keep track of all 17 districts 
across the U.S. and do a thorough job for us.  

The total BHS membership across the country is 25,637. CSD 
has a total of 2,176 members within our 59 chapters – including 
Frank Thorne. By the way, did you know…..CSD has the 3rd 
highest total members in the society? Mid Atlantic District have 
3,174 and Far Western weighs in with 2,829. 

We need to monitor the trends to determine which way we’re 
headed – north or south. As you can easily determine with the 
following data – we have some work to do. 

·  2006 – 2,497 
·  2007 – 2,439 
·  2008 – 2,260 
·  2009 – 2,176. (320 were non-renewals).  

As important as NEW members are, we need to drill down 
and find out why that many walked out the back door? Did they 
decide one day to quit singing for the rest of their lives? Lack 
of time – something had to go?  

As Chuck Greene constantly reminds us – we’re competing 
for a male singer’s free time.  

Take a step back, picture yourself walking into YOUR 
chapter’s meeting / practice night for the very first time.  

How were you greeted? Did you feel welcome? Were you 
assigned a ‘buddy’ (escort for the evening)? Was the chapter 
organized, following a plan/schedule – making good use of 
YOUR FREE time? Did you enjoy the songs they were singing 
that evening? Did the Director make it a point to introduce 
himself to you? Did the other chapter members shake your hand, 
introduce themselves and let you know they were glad to have 
you as a guest and hope you consider coming back, joining, etc.? 

Or….what’s REALLY important = DID YOU HAVE A 
GOOD TIME, ENJOY YOURSELF AND FEEL -  “IN 7TH 
HEAVEN -  AND PLAN RETURN NEXT WEEK? 

As we roll out the New Year – take a hard look at introducing 
fresh, positive changes. There are many just like us who will join 
us – if the product we’re selling provides value.  

 

 
 
 

Pathfinder Chorus raises 
nearly $10,000 for charities 
By Mark Erikson 
 

Fremont’s Pathfinder Chorus raised nearly $10,000 at 
their annual Christmas shows for two local charities. 
Fremont’s Salvation Army said the $5000 donated by the 
Pathfinders would help offset the contributions lost when they 
could not deploy their bell ringers during the blizzards before 
Christmas.  

 
Over $4500 collected during the Omaha show was donated 

to the Omaha World-Herald’s Goodfellows organization for 
their charitable works throughout the year in the local area. 

 
The 90-plus man chorus is working diligently to produce 

their 38th annual spring show on March 26 and 27 featuring 
International Quartet Champions Vocal Spectrum. The 
Pathfinder Chorus also looks forward to several coaching 
visits in 2010 by Joe Connelly as we prepare for International 
Chorus Competition in Philadelphia this summer. Our 
qualification score last fall in Lincoln marks the first time a 
Nebraska based chorus has earned an invitation to the 
Society’s chorus competition. We’re on our way! 
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I’m ready for 
spring!!!! 
By Dean Beckman, 
CSD Convention 
Chairman 
 

What a winter we have been 
having in Iowa! I am sure that in 
many areas of the Central States 

District it is much colder and the snow banks are higher than 
in Vinton, Iowa, but then many of you are probably more 
hardy than I am when it comes to dealing with and enjoying 
the winter months. 

I am ready for spring!!  I am also beginning to prepare and 
getting excited about the Spring Convention to be held in 
Sioux City, Iowa. As always the Host Convention Team 
headed up by Jerry Forbes is busy planning to put on a “bang 
up” Spring Convention. Please take time to read in this edition 
information from the Sioux City Team  about the convention. 
Check out Jim Bagby’s article about some special

 opportunities for non-competitive choruses or VLQ’s to 
perform and the audience participation for some fun judging 
of quartets. 

Also in this edition you will find the registration forms, 
housing forms and an early tentative convention schedule. All 
this info and forms will also be available on the CSD website. 

Don’t hesitate (please!) to fill out the forms and get your 
registrations in early. I can’t stress strongly enough how much 
early registration helps the district and host conventions teams 
in preparing and planning for the smooth operation of a 
convention so please don’t wait till the last day or week. 

I have included a Tentative Convention Schedule in this 
edition of the Serenade. This information will also be on the 
CSD website. Please take note that this is just a Tentative 
Schedule. Changes are likely to take place in this schedule up 
to even two weeks prior to the convention. Thanks for your 
understanding. 

If you are interested in serving on the District Convention 
Team, please be sure to contact me to discuss how you might 
be able to help! 

I hope to see you all in Sioux City in April!! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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TENTATIVE  CONVENTION SCHEDULE – SPRING 2010 – Sioux City, Iowa 

APRIL  22-25, 2010 
Thursday, April 22, 2010, Evening 
4:00 pm Pre-Convention meeting                                                                 Boardroom 
7:00 pm - CSD PAT meeting                                                                       Clarion West 
 
 
Friday, April 23, 2010   Morning 
8:00 am CSD Board Meeting                                                                       Clarion West 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm Registration                                                                 Foyer 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm Information Desk                                                         Foyer 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm Harmony Market Place                                                Boardroom 
 
Afternoon 
12:00 pm – 6:00 pm Registration                                                                 Foyer 
12:00 pm – 6:00 pm Information Desk                                                         Foyer 
12:00 pm – 12:00 am   Hospitality                                                                Foyer (except during contest times) 
12:00 am – 6:00 pm Harmony Market Place                                                Boardroom 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm CSD House of Delegates                                              Clarion West 
HOD meeting  time may be changed if there is a need  for an afternoon Quartet Semi-Finals  Session 
3:00pm -5:30pm Quartet Semi-Finals (if needed)                                         Orpheum Theatre 
12pm – 12am  Tag Singing                                                                           Salon B 
12pm – 12am  AHSOW                                                                                 Clarion North 
 
Evening 
6:15 pm – 7:00 pm Registration                                                                    Orpheum Theatre 
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Quartet Semi-Finals                                                     Orpheum Theatre 
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm CSD History Display                                                      Salons C-D                                                        
10:00 pm – 12:00 pm Harmony Market Place                                               Boardroom 
10:00 pm – 12:00 pm Tag Singing                                                                Salon B                                                    
10:00 pm – 12:00 pm AHSOW                                                                      Clarion  North 
Following Contest Non-finalist quartets evaluation                                       Judges Rooms  - Headquarters Hotel 
 
 
Saturday, April 24,2010.   Morning 
Ladies Breakfast – yet to be decided 
12:00 pm -12:00 am   Hospitality                                                                   Foyer  (except  during  contest  times) 
8:00 am – 11:00 am Chorus Warm-ups                                                        Clarion  North & West 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Registration                                                                     Foyer 
10:00 am –4:00 pm CSD History Display                                                      Salon C-D 
8:00 am - 10:00 am Harmony Market Place                                                  Boardroom 
8:00 am – 10:00 am Tag Singing                                                                  Salon B  
 8:00 am-  10:00 am  AHSOW                                                                       Clarion North 
9:30 am – 10:00am Registration                                                                   Orpheum Theatre 
10:00 am - Chorus Competition                                                                    Orpheum Theatre 
 
Afternoon 
12:30pm – 2:30pm   Chorus Evals                                                                 TBA 
3pm – 4:30pm   Participation Chorus Event                                                  Orpheum Theatre                                             
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Harmony Market Place                                                    Boardroom 
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm Tag Singing                                                                     Salon B 
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm AHSOW                                                                          Clarion North 
 
Evening 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm VIP Dinner                                                                      TBA 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm   Collegiate Quartets                                                      Orpheum Theatre 
7:30pm  – 8:30 pm   Quartet Finals                                                               Orpheum  Theatre 
Quartet Evaluations                                                                                      Judges Rooms – Headquarters Ho                                          
11:00 pm – 12:00 pm Tag Singing                                                                Salon B 
11:00 pm – 12:00 pm AHSOW                                                                      Clarion  North 
 
 
Sunday, April 25, 2010  Morning 
8:00 am – 10:00 am Convention Team Wrap-up                                            TBA 
9:00 am – 10:00 am Church Service                                                              Clarion  North
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Hosted by the Sioux City Chapter 
 
Deadline to submit hotel registration is March 22, 2010 ; show all persons occupying room. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________ Departure Date: ________________________ 
 
** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed 
room.  Please list all names staying in the room: 
 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 
 
3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. 
 Clarion Hotel & Conference – 707 4 th St – Sioux City, IA 51101 
_____ $79.00 King    Free parking with validation from Front Desk 
_____ $79.00 Two double beds 
 
  Check-in time 3:00 PM and check-out time 12:00 AM 
 
The Clarion Hotel is a smoke-free environment. 
 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
���� :  Hotels require a credit card to make a room rese rvation or a check for the first night 
room rate, or the hotel will not accept the reserva tion.  Prices listed do not include State or 
City taxes. The hotels will not accept reservations  from individuals or groups. 
 
Room Reservation by credit card: Type of Card: ________________________   Exp. Date: ______________ 

 

Card # _____________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK  �  2603 Lynner Drive  �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 515-277-9884   �    Fax (515) 286-3364  �   E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED  
 
[  ]   I have already submitted the registration forms to the CSD registrar 
 
To reserve your room online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention  button and click on 
Housing Form . This form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted.  
 
Convention Registration  is also under the Convention link on the website.
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Calling ALL 
Choruses or 
Parts Thereof 
for New Spring 
Experience  

By Jim Bagby, CSD 
C&J Administrator 

You remember or heard about what a great time Central 
States District convention attendees had last  
April in Springfield choosing their favorite quartet singers, 
songs, costumes, etc.  Not only are we going to do that again 
at the Spring CSD Convention coming up in Sioux City, we're 
going to expand that audience participation to include 
choruses. 

 
In fact, we're going to create a new, first-time-ever, 

separate chorus contest to allow chapters that don't normally 
participate in the spring to be a part of the fun.  That means if 
your group is smaller than the dozen singers required in the 
regular contest, which will be scored as usual by a double 
panel of Society judges, you can sing in the just-for-fun 
Audience Favorite Jamboree.   You could combine with 
another small chapter and put together a VLQ (very large 
quartet) of 12 or 15 (or 20 or 30) singers.  

 
And there's more!   You could sing religious or patriotic 

songs, if you thought that would earn you the most votes from 
the audience.   You use a jug band accompaniment, or 
ukuleles or zithers.   What's the most entertaining performance 
you could put on stage (uh, using Society members and not 
recruits from your local Hooters)? 

 
And there's more!  Are you a larger chapter who wants to 

get in on the fun?  Maybe Sioux City is closer to you than a 
convention is going to be for awhile.  Bring as many of your 
chorus members as you can and jump into the same kind of 
Jamboree fun. 

 
"What (I hear you ask) will the Jamboree choruses be 

scored on?"    Tentatively, we'll pick a most entertaining small 
group, most entertaining large group, most unusual act, most 
entertaining song,  maybe a worst gag...the floor is still open 
for nominations.   But all will be done by audience vote -- so 
the more friends and family members you have on hand, 
the better your chances.   Each paid registration gets one 
ballot. 

 
None of this will take away from the regular competition.   

Of course we'll be choosing our CSD quartet representatives 
to Philadelphia.   We'll crown the CSD Plateau A chorus 
champion and most-improved chorus in the same category.  
But as always, all AA and even AAA choruses are welcome to 
participate as well. 

 

Don't forget, your chorus can come compete for evaluation 
only.  That means your score will NOT appear on the official 
scoresheet -- but you will get your scores from the judges 
when you get the same helpful eval and coaching that the 
other choruses get. 

 
Also of major interest will be our collegiate quartet 

competition, which decides who represents CSD in 
Philadelphia.   With wildcards and our district record of 
collegiate excellence, it could be more than one foursome.  
Finally, we'll crown our 2010 CSD Senior Quartet 
Champion.   Looking at the large senior field we had last fall 
in Lincoln, I'm counting on some serious competition for this 
honor. 

 
If you have questions about the collegiate competition, or 

want to help support or organize a young men's quartet, you 
can contact CSD Collegiate Quartet liaison Duane Lawson at 
duanelawson@embarqmail.com, or Youth in Harmony 
Administrator Jon "Pete" Peterson at 
jipeterson@inebraska.com 

 
Otherwise, start looking for the CJ-20 entry on your 

Society ebiz site.  If you can't find the Jamboree listed there, 
just shoot me an e-mail to say that you're interested in getting 
your chorus entered and we'll go from there.  

 
Deadline for contest entry is April 2, 2010. Chorus and 

quartet draw for the contests will be held on April 9 . For any 
contest and judging questions, you can reach me at 
jbagby3@kc.rr.com  

    
We oughtta all have a blast in Sioux City! 

 

CSD scores now can be  
found on web 
By J.P. Marshall 

 
Want to know what song has been performed the most in 

Central States contests?   
 
How about the quartet with the 6th highest lifetime average 

score? 
 
If these are things you might want to know you should 

check out http://www.CSDscores.com.  Chad Knipfer , a web 
designer and musical director for Iowa City and Linn County 
Metro chapters, has built a new site compiling all the CSD 
scores from contests back to 2002 and put it up for everyone’s 
information and use.  There lists of all the songs that were 
sung on contest stage, an area for you to look up any chapter 
or quartet and see their competition history and what scores 
they received on each song.  I have found it to be a very useful 
tool when choosing a song or seeing trends in my chorus’ 
performances.  Go check it out and just click around, there is 
so much information that you may be surprised at what you 
learn.
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Pathfinders earn wild 
card to Philadelphia 
By David Pinkall, Pathfinders Associate Director 
 

When the barbershop choruses from great cities around the 
globe meet this summer in Philadelphia for the International 
Chorus Contest, there will be a new kid on the block.  The 
Pathfinder Chorus, from Fremont, Nebraska (population 
25,000) will be one of the choruses representing the Central 
States District.  They will be singing in the 10th position, right 
between the British Association Barbershop Champion 
Cottontown Chorus, and the Voices In Harmony Chorus from 
San Jose, California.  To say there is excitement in Fremont 
would be an understatement! 

 
The Pathfinders earned the wild card invitation on the strength 
of their first ever “A” level performance last fall in Lincoln.  
The chorus has narrowly missed qualification in the past, but 
this year left no doubt as they posted an average score of 80.3, 
the 17th highest score in North America. The Pathfinder’s wild 
card invitation marks the first time a Nebraska chorus has ever 
qualified, and is the high point of an invigorating seven-year 
project.  While there is unprecedented excitement about the 
trip to Philly, the best part has been the fun and the 
camaraderie that has developed as a result of the chorus’ 
commitment to working together each week to become better 
singers and a better chorus. 

 
The Pathfinder Chorus, founded in 1972, has had a proud 

history.  It has regularly been a top ten chorus, and often a top 
five chorus in the CSD.  Additionally, it has always offered 
great camaraderie for its members through a number of 
worthwhile activities.  However, in 2002 things were not 
going in a positive direction.  Attendance and membership 
were declining, the chorus had slipped from its top five 
standing in CSD Chorus Competition, and the chorus had a 
substantial debt.  Something needed to happen. 

 
At that time new administrative and musical leadership 

teams took over, and vowed that they would work together to 
build the Pathfinder Chorus into a world-class chorus.  With a 
focus on the word TOGETHER, this story is being shared not 
as a means of bringing credit to the Fremont Chapter or any 
group of individuals, but in the fervent hope that other CSD 
chapters in small to medium sized communities (that includes 
the majority of CSD chapters) will be able to see things in the 
Fremont experience that can be used to help invigorate their 
chapters.  These principles have driven Fremont’s 
development, and served to stimulate action that has led to 
better singing and growth.  

 
Music Drives the Chapter 
 
This seems so obvious, yet in practice it takes continual 

work to insure that music truly drives the chapter.  Here are 

some of the ways that this principle has played out in the 
Fremont Chapter: 

 
·  The goal is always to improve musically.  In Fremont, 

this goal has accurately been referred to as “the relentless 
pursuit of musical excellence.”  Everything is done with this 
goal in mind. 

·  When rehearsing, “running through” a number is 
unacceptable.  The expectation is that all (not just contest) 
music will be performed at the “A” level.  Good singing is 
expected to be a habit.  As a result, Barbershop Craft is not 
taught as a pull-out.  It is infused into every moment of every 
rehearsal.  It’s what is used to clean up the rough spots, and 
raise the level of performance. 

·  Musical growth is measured through chorus 
competitions, but not by beating some one else.  Fremont’s 
goal at contest is to improve its scores each year and deliver a 
truly memorable performance for the audience.  When scores 
are improved each year, eventually some pretty neat things 
happen! 

·  A functioning music committee oversees and 
coordinates the musical program.  Music selection, repertoire 
maintenance, chorus coaching, riser discipline, riser 
placements, and choreography are dealt with by the music 
committee, which consists of the directors, section leaders, 
and other selected individuals.  This committee meets 
regularly, and is the driving force behind the musical 
improvement of the Pathfinder Chorus.  The Board takes care 
of business, the music committee oversees musical 
development, and the two entities work TOGETHER. 

·  Men interested in becoming members must 
demonstrate their singing ability.  They don’t have to be 
accomplished singers, but they must be able to sing their part 
accurately in a quartet.  Experience prior to this practice was 
that too often, good singers left in frustration because they had 
to stand next to someone who couldn’t sing.  As a singing 
organization it makes perfect sense that new members can 
sing. 

·  Coaching is viewed as a learning opportunity for the 
music leadership team, as well as the singing members on the 
risers.  As a result, resources are allocated for chorus coaching 
throughout the year, not just for contest preparation. 

·  The Pathfinder commitment is to “bring along 
everyone kicking and screaming.” In other words, weaker 
singers are not eliminated…… they are “coached up” and 
made better.  

 
Rehearsal Nights Are Sacred  
 
·  Whatever else a chapter does, the rehearsal nights 

have to be organized, purposeful and fun.  There is nothing 
more important than having a successful rehearsal.  The music 
team can never take a Monday night off and leave it to chance 
that the members will have a fulfilling night.  Success is 
planned for each week. 

·  The music directors operate under the assumption 
that each rehearsal is an audition, because the chorus is being 

 
Pathfinders continued on page 14 
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Pathfinders continued from page 13 
 

 auditioned by every singer, member or guest, who attends.   
Each week the chorus is competing for the time and 
commitment of those who attend.  If the audition is not passed 
and the singers don’t feel the night was worthwhile, they may 
never come back.  

·  One of the goals of each rehearsal is to provide a 
musical moment for each member that keeps them awake half 
the night, reliving the stirring moment that was created on the 
risers.  These moments are created by performing songs at the 
highest possible level, not by just running through them.   

·  Rehearsal nights are unashamedly called “rehearsal 
nights.”  Members joined because they like to sing, so we 
sing!   

 
Barbershop Singing Is the Ultimate Team Sport 
 
·  It begins up front.  Directors have strengths and 

weaknesses, and they are recognized and embraced.  
Rehearsals are planned so that directors are playing to their 
strengths, and the work is split up so that each director can be 
totally energized when he is in front of the chorus.  
Communication is a key.  Director Pete Stibor regularly logs 
over 150 minutes per week of telephone time communicating 
with Associate Director Dave Pinkall.  The topic?  “How can 
next week’s rehearsal be made even better than this week’s?” 

·  Music is taught by the music team. 
·  Choreography is designed and taught by the 

choreography team, which is a part of the music team. 
·  Decisions made by a team automatically have support 

that decisions made unilaterally do not have.  All musical 
decisions are made once the music team reaches consensus.  
As a result, decisions are supported and adopted by all music 
team members. 

·  The Pathfinder Chorus improved because every man 
made the commitment to improve individually and 
collectively.  Ten men can not improve a chorus.  Every 
member made it happen because they believed they could.  
Each member of the competing chorus signs a covenant that 
clearly states what the expectations are, and how they can be 
achieved by each member. 

 
If this all sounds like a lot of work, and perhaps not much 

fun, here’s what we have experienced since we adopted this 
approach for our chorus. 

·  Chorus membership has swelled.  It seems that the 
more we work on achieving excellence, the more people want 
to sing with us.  Our current membership is 96.  Incidentally, 
it’s more fun singing with 96 than with 50! 

·  We’ve learned that it’s more fun to sing well. 
·  We’ve learned that it’s actually easier to sing better. 
·  Attendance has skyrocketed.  In the summer of 2002 

rehearsal attendance was less than 25% of the membership.  
Currently, 90% of our membership is active and attending 
rehearsal regularly.  Better attendance makes rehearsals more 
fun, and how about this one?  On Labor Day we held a 
rehearsal for the guys who wanted to end their holiday week 

end with a little fun singing.  Seventy four men showed up and 
had a great night creating musical moments to remember 

·  After our rehearsals we always have an afterglow at a 
local establishment that stays open for us so we’ll have a place 
to unwind.  We generally have at least 30 men who stop by to 
sing a few more songs before they go home.  Some nights we 
have 50 men hang around to enjoy more singing fun and 
fellowship.  

·  Our members, new and old, tell us that they have 
never had such a great time, and they love that we have so 
much fun working hard to be good.  They tell us that working 
hard and improving is fun.  They tell us that they enjoy the 
evening so much, and it goes by so quickly, that they don’t 
want it to be over. 

 
We don’t claim to have every answer, and we don’t claim 

that our solutions will work for every chapter, but we know 
that what we are doing is certainly working for our chapter.  
We’re growing, we’re singing better, we’re enjoying great 
camaraderie, we’re having fun, and we’re going to Philly! 
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Notes from 
the CSD 
Secretary 
By Mark Fuerniss 
 

Congratulations to the 
new and returning Chapter 
officers.  Please give them 
your support in the 
upcoming year.  It is because 

of their willingness to volunteer their time and effort that we 
can enjoy our “hobby”.  Hopefully new and returning chapter 
officers and leaders will be able to attend the Leadership 
Academy in St. Joe in February. 

 
The Society Board of Directors in 2009 approved a change 

in the dues for Senior Members (SN).  To be a senior member, 
you must be at least 70 years old and have been a Society 
member for more than 10 years as of current expiration date.   
Effective 1/1/2010 the Society dues for Senior Members will 
be 75 percent of the price for regular members.  See the 
September/October issue of the Harmonizer, page 7. 

 
In addition to having your chapter show listed in our 

District Events Calendar (on the District web site and in the 
Serenade) by sending me your Application for Show 
Clearance BMI/SESAC application forms (5 copies please) if 
you would include a note with your show information, e.g. 
guest quartet, times, ticket prices, etc, I can relay the 
information to the Society and the Society will list your show 
on the Society web site under 
http://www.barbershop.org/calendar/76.html  or send me an e-
mail with the information after your have received your show 
clearance.   

 
Chapter officers should be aware of changes in ASCAP 

procedures as described in the Chapter Secretary Manual 
available under the Document Center > Leadership Academy 
> Chapter Secretary 2010, Section 7.2.4.    

 
Finally, please avail yourselves to information contained in 

the Society magazine, Harmonizer, and the Society web site 
www.barbershop.org as well as the District web site 
www.centralstatesdistrict.com.   If you have the time, 
subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, Livewire, e-mail 
livewire@barbershop.org with “SUBSCRIBE” as the subject, 
or join in barbershop discussions at www.barbershopHQ.com. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

High Mileage traveling on  
By Jim Bagby, Baritone  

  
By the time you read this, you'll likely know the 

answer to the question that has been gnawing at us the 
last couple of months:  is all this driving worth it?    

In January especially, High Mileage spent a lot of 
time on the highways linking Nebraska and Missouri 
with picturesque Nebraska City, where we practice.  It's 
about a five-hour round trip for lead Gary "Hummer" 
Drown, tenor Lyle Wyly and me.   Lyle and I are both 
in Kansas City and its suburbs, so we drive, travel, tell 
lies and duet together.  On his way from Kearney, Gary 
goes through Lincoln to hook up with basso profundo 
Dale Comer.  

We managed only two rehearsals in always 
busy December, although Gary and Dale met several 
times to duet.  They also made recordings for us to work 
with, which was a big help when the four of us did 
manage to get together.   It would have been easier to 
say, "hey, let's punt all this until after the holiday 
rush," but we have a responsibility to the Central States 
District to show up at the end of January in Tampa Bay 
and try not to fall on our faces during the international 
senior quartet competition, at the Society's Mid-Winter 
Convention.   

We're certainly looking forward to the experience; all 
our wives and some other family members will go along 

for the Florida trip.  But it means rehearsing every 
chance we get.  

Competing at the international level was not the goal 
for forming this foursome.  It was more 
about friendship.  Dale's retirement as director of the 
Lincoln Continentals after a run of 28 consecutive 
years (few in the Society can match that record) 
provided an opportunity that he and I had often talked 
about in "some-day" terms:   singing in a quartet 
together.  We've been friends for years; he preceded me 
in the CSD job of C&J vice president, and I had coached 
his chorus and one of my favorite quartets that he 
anchored, Chord Motor Company.  

Since Tone-Henge is not competing, we thought 
maybe we could throw together a one-shot 
senior quartet.      Gary was our first choice to be lead, 
but he sings in two other quartets, both pretty active: 
Patent Pending out of Kearney and Chordial 
Celebration from the Rocky Mountain District (Gary 
used to live in Scottsbluff).  But Patent Pending is not all 
old enough to be seniors, and Chordial Celebration does 
not compete.  The senior foursome that Gary competed 
in last year to represent CSD,   the Metamusical 
Brothers, did not stay together.    However, Judy Drown 
sighs about her husband,”Gary's barbershop addiction is 
getting worse," so he agreed to take on a third quartet.   

 

High Mileage continued page 16 
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High Mileage from page 15 

The Drowns, not incidentally, are the parents of some 
talented singers, including son Darin, a former Heart of 
America Chorus and Singing Barberboy member 
who's now director of the medalist Sound of the 
Rockies chorus in RMD and baritone of the current 
third-place quartet medalist and comedy kings Storm 
Front.    Our district, of course, will also remember 
Darin as bass of the CSD champion Freefall. 

Lyle is a veteran HOA tenor who began his 
barbershopping career in the old North Johnson 
County (NoJoCo) Chapter, later sang with Olathe and 

then transferred to the Kansas City Chapter.   He 
travels in his job and is not always active with HOA, but 
is a member of  the HOA mini-chorus I direct,  New 
Harmony Handful.       

High Mileage has changed one song, so our set in 
Tampa will be all nautical:  A Son of the Sea and Minnie 
the Mermaid.   The latter is Denny Driscoll's already 
challenging arrangement, to which we've added an intro, 
new words, key changes, a tag that puts the baritone on a 
high R-sharp and goodness knows what else!     We plan 
to have a lot of fun, and represent CSD to the best of our 
ability.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

My inspirational friend  
By Paul Nuernberger, Jefferson City Chapter 

 
Ken Strong, a member of the Show-Me Showboaters 

Chorus of Jefferson City, Missouri, does not read music.  
He’s had very limited formal music training and doesn’t play a 
musical instrument.  He does sing - baritone.  Oh, by the way, 
Ken is blind, and has been since birth. 

 
Ken joined the chorus about a year ago.  At first he had 

some doubt as to whether or not he could fit in.  After all, 
learning barbershop music can be challenging, even for the 
sighted.  But Ken has never stepped away from a challenge.  A 
college graduate (Go Sooners!), his faith in God and inner 
strength keeps him going.  “My blindness is little more than a 
nuisance”, he told me recently. 

 
“What really helps me to be able to sing well is the fact 

that I've always loved music. I had piano lessons from fourth 
to sixth grade, but really didn't enjoy it. I was in our school 
choir while in high school.  I once tried to learn the mandolin 
a little, but couldn't find anyone to give me lessons on a set 
schedule.” 

 
“Tunes have always come pretty easy for me.  I usually 

learn the melodies or the specific harmonies first, and then the 
words just seem to fit pretty easily after.  I'm always singing 
around my place, lots of times, songs that we've gone over in 
practice.  Even though singing comes easy for me, I still give 
it the extra effort and work hard at it.  I've gained a subtle and 
quiet confidence because I love singing, enjoy the music, and 
like being in the group.  The members have helped me a lot, 
especially the bari(tone)s.” 

 
When he first joined the group, he considered trying to 

sing lead, figuring that it would be the easiest part.  But then 
he thought taking on a challenge would be interesting, so he 
“picked” the baritone.  “I really love being a bari(tone), 
because it's a part that most people don't hear or miss if they're 
not careful.  I like the uniqueness of it as well.  Sometimes, I'll 
be in my apartment, trying to sing something that I already 
know or something new.  I'll get stuck on some small part, and 

then all of a sudden, it comes to you.  I get pretty excited when 
I learn something really well.”  

 
 
“I often compare singing in the barbershop group to 

playing in a marching band.  I equate the baritone part to that 
of the trombone.  Neither seldom has the lead, yet is an 
integral part of the group.  I love songs where the parts are 
mixed and contain a key change in the middle; such an 
awesome sound!” 

 
He says he prefers to be more of a “blender”, and 

especially enjoys the fun, upbeat songs we do.  He had to learn 
the music by listening to learning cd’s and his fellow 
baritones.  But within a short time, he mastered the majority of 
the chorus’ musical library.  He seldom misses a practice or 
performance.  

 
Thank you Ken, for showing me that if you think 

positively about everything, you can do anything. 
 
 

 

 
Ken Strong, member of the Show-Me Showboaters 
Chorus. Photo by Paul Nuernberger.  
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Mixed quartet, Focus, at 
Harmony University 
By Ron Morden 
 

In 2009, our mixed quartet, FOCUS, (Trudie 
Greiner, tenor; Jayne Morden, lead; Ron Morden, 
baritone; and Mitch Hushak, bass) decided to take 
advantage of a premier coaching opportunity available to 
any quartet, Harmony University(HU) , in St. Joseph, 
MO.   

 
Since it was our first time there as a quartet, we chose 

to do the short weekend (Friday and Saturday) coaching 
which gave us seven hours of coaching with four 
separate coaches.  Jim DeBusman was in charge for his 
24th (and final) year and as usual, had things clicking 
just like clockwork.  He assigned us coaches that he felt 
could benefit us most and his selections were all 
excellent.   

 
Adam Reimnitz, George Gipp, Alan Gordon and 

CSD's own Mike Louque all did fantastic jobs of 
providing many great ideas and constant motivational 
encouragement throughout the two days we were there. 
 16 other quartets were there for the entire week and on 
Friday night, there was a parade of quartets singing to 
about 600 people that included nearly 200 music 
educators!  Every single quartet was enthusiastic about 
the coaching they'd received and many said they were 
planning to return next year.  Focus was the only mixed 
quartet attending this year but we were enthusiastically 
welcomed and many other attendees came up to us and 
inquired about what it takes to create a mixed group.   

 
We sing primarily barbershop arrangements with the 

melody in the second voice, so what we do isn't all that 
different from the more traditional quartets but the 
interest in what we're doing was very evident.  Several 
people suggested that having a mixed quartet on their 
chapter shows would be an excellent way to expand their 
audience appeal.  We couldn't agree more!   

 
We're seriously considering returning for the full 

week next year.  Just one hour with any of the top notch 
coaches in the HU cadre is a fantastic experience. So, 
you can imagine how pumped we were after two days of 
learning, motivation, making many new friends from all 
over North America, eating great food (yeah, it really  
was!) while still watching the diet, succumbing to the  
temptation of the many varieties of ice cream available 
all day and evening, and hearing two great evening  

shows, all 
topped off by the 2008 International Quartet Champs, O.
C. Times.  After about 35 years of Harmony University 
experience in the St. Joseph location, things run very  
smoothly.  
 

CSD is very fortunate to have this premier 
barbershopping experience right here in our own back 
yard and more of our members (and quartets) should be 
taking advantage of it.  The music educations classes are 
taught by some of the best in the business, there's pick 
up quartetting day and night, and barbershoppers and the 
friendliest people around so new friendships abound 
constantly.  

 
Young people are well represented, 

too.  There was even a medalist college quartet that came 
for the coaching!   We in FOCUS can't recommend 
Harmony University too highly...it was a fantastic 
musical experience all the way around and we encourage 
any member who can spare the time (heck, MAKE the 
time, it's worth it!) to treat himself to what may well be 
the best barbershopping week of your life!  You 
definitely won't regret it! 

 
 

 
Focus, clockwise from top: Ron Morden, Jayne Morden, 
Mitch Hushak, and Trudie Greiner. Photo courtesy of 
Jayne Morden. 
 

Moving??? 
 

Make sure the Serenade and Harmonizer are 
moving with you. Contact your chapter secretary or 
go to the society website at www.barbershop.org  
and update it yourself on eBiz. Make sure to do this 
at least one week prior to your move. We would 
hate you to miss all the great news in the 
Serenade!! 
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CSD and Illinois District host dual 
district Leadership Academy 
By David Haase, Serenade Editor 
 

Never before has the Central States District and Illinois District 
ever pooled their resources to host a dual district Leadership 
Academy (LA). On January 9th classes were held at the Holiday Inn 
in Rock Island, Illinois, to educate the chapter officers for the year.  

 
According to Phil Rolfs, Past President of the Illinois District 

and facilitator of this LA, 50 students from the two districts attended 
the day-long session, 20 were from the CSD representing three 
chapters. There was another dual district LA scheduled in November 
down in Charleston, Ill, but due to the lack of sign-ups it was 
cancelled. 

  
Five classes were offered at the Rock Island LA: a Presidents 

session, a Music and Performance session, a Secretaries session, a 
Treasurers session, and a Membership Development session.  Other 
sessions like Joe Barbershopper, Marketing and PR, and Youth In 
Harmony were cancelled since there wasn’t enough to hold a class. 

 
I attended several of the morning sessions and found that having 

a dual district LA there is a lot of ideas being shared that benefit all. I 
 

 
Vaughn Meehan from the Davenport Chapter, center, 
shares some ideas in the Membership session 
 

  
Sean Smith from the Cedar Rapids, Iowa Chapter, back to 
the camera, shares his ideas in the Music and Performance 
session. 

 
found the biggest topics were membership and Youth In Harmony. 
Chapters were looking for fresh ideas on how to bring in new 
members and how to lay the seeds of membership through Youth In 
Harmony. I recommend that the CSD try this one more time, maybe 
in November when the snow isn’t flying and the temperatures aren’t 
below zero like they were in Rock Island. 
 

 
Phil Rolfs, Illinois District Past President and chairman of 
the Rock Island LA, gives a few words at the opening 
general session.  
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol Bruce 
 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Bulletin Browsing  
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus 

  
Editor Sharon Ocker, of the Siouxland Saga, the bulletin 

of the Sioux City chapter, does an amazing job of jamming all 
of his material onto both sides of only one sheet of paper.   

 
How many of you readers remember a fellow by the name 

of Merle Dickinson?  Sharon describes Merle as "the guiding 
force who got our group off the ground" over thirty years ago.  
I remember him because he was the district president away 
back in 1964 (that was the year before I became a 
Barbershopper), and was a member of the international board 
of directors the following year.   

  
Sharon decided that it was time that every member in the 

district got to know about this guy.  However, a one-on-one 
interview was out of the question because Merle and his wife, 
Phyl, now live in Waterloo, Iowa.  So Sharon put together a 
questionnaire asking for the history of this man's membership 
(and earlier life) in the BHS.   

  
I can't go so far as to reproduce each question and Merle's 

response.  But the last question went as follows:  "What are 
some thoughts you would like to share about your barbershop 
experience and about music in general?" and this was the 
result (I've edited it a bit in order to take up less space):   

  
"Music has been a great part of my life.  I first sang in 

church as a young boy, then in my country school for 
neighborhood programs.  I rode a pony up the road to start 
piano lessons at seven years of age.  I directed the Manly High 
School Band at age 16 when the director went into military 
service in 1943.  I played a little organ as chaplain's assistant 
while I was in the Army in Germany during 1945.  We formed 
a gospel quartet --- I sang lead---at UNI in 1947.   

  
"I met Phyl in 1948, and we've been singing together for 

61 years.  Our three girls are all church choir directors and 
teachers (Waterloo, Minneapolis and Chicago). 

  
"From the 1950's to 1970's, I organized four barbershop 

chapters at Mason City, Algona, Forest City and Sioux City.  I 
sang in many quartets including the "Sioux Shine Boys."  I 
maintain my membership in the Mason City chapter as the 
only living charter member.  It has been a great life!  God has 
blessed."   

                                         �  �  �   
  
Tenor Don Thomson, has an article --- with a fine 

photograph --- of his quartet, "The Manhattan Music 
Machine" in the October issue of Editor Karen Nanninga's 
bulletin, The InCider Press, of the Manhattan chapter.  Don 
tells us that this quartet is celebrating its 25th anniversary.  He 
says that because of a number of circumstances we have not 
been available to rehearse on a regular basis."  This is 
apparently one reason why these fellows have not competed in 
the district contest for close to 10 years.  But since the fellows 

were going to be in Omaha singing with their chorus, they 
decided to compete as one of the eight foursomes in the senior 
division.  To their satisfaction, they finished in third place and 
"thought that was respectable," said Don. I've known Bob 
Swenson for a long time, and I would not be surprised if he 
has sung with this quartet since its formation.  I'm wondering 
how many changes in personnel have occurred over the 25 
years.   

                                         �  �  �    
Editor Robert Uy, of Harmony Overtones, the bulletin of 

the Des Moines Chapter, has borrowed for his 
October/November edition an item from Scoops & Swipes, an 
article titled "Confession of a Snob" and authored by Editor 
Clare F. McCreary, a member of the Florida Suncoast 
Chorus.   

  
Clare begins with "I must be a barbershop snob. I don't like 

to listen to poor barbershop singing."  Well, I feel the same 
way when you find a half dozen singers being taught a tag 
within the hearing of a large number of nonmembers.  And I'll 
bet that the vast majority BHS members feel the same way. 

  
So Clare says, "I think gang singing in public places 

should be discouraged or even outlawed.  No better way to  
encourage the public's negative vision of barbershop music 
being sung poorly be a bunch of old men.  (Now that hurts!  
WHD)  Of course, there are a few nearby who think it is great 
and want to join --- especially the inebriated.  And this 
encourages the singers.  But that doesn't reflect the opinion of 
most of the listeners who are too polite to say anything."   
What do you think?  

                                         �  �  �   
 
The Kansas City Chapter has a number of methods for 

raising money to fund the operation of the "Heart of America 
Chorus" and other chapter activities.  And in the December 
issue of Harmonotes, Marci Brown-Turlin , of the 
"Heartbeats," the ladies auxiliary, reports an additional fund 
raising project.  The Heartbeats are sponsoring a new fund 
raising effort for the 2010 entertainment year!  Says Marci, 
"We will collect your used books, CDs, DVDs, and LPs each 
week at rehearsal to be sold to Half Price Books for cash!  
Won't it be nice to fill the sadly depleted HOA coffers with 
money that didn't come out of your pocket? As a side benefit, 
your home will be less cluttered by the end of the year!"  
Okay, Marci, I'll be there with a pick-up truck full of old 
books I can't take with me when we move to the new farm 
house my kids have bought up north of Smithville.  They're all 
a bit old, but they're good books.      
 

Chapter Bulletin Editors  
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Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
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District and Society Calendar 
NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately May 31, 2010 

                       
                    2010 - 2011 Chapter Shows 
 
Feb 27, 2010, Iowa City, Iowa, Englert Theatre 
March 6, 2010, St. Louis Suburban, MO, St. Ann 
Community Center 
March 6, 2010, Nebraska City, Neb, Nebraska City High 
School (2 shows). 
 
March 20, 2010, Kansas City, MO, Yardley Hall on the 
Johnson County Community College campus, (2 shows) 
 
March 26, 2010, Florissant Valley, Florissant Civic Center 
Theatre. 
March 26-27, 2010 Fremont, NE, Fremont H.S. (3 shows) 
March 27, 2010 Algona, Iowa (2 shows) 
March 27, 2010, Aberdeen, SD, Johnson Fine Arts Center 
on campus of Northern State University (2 shows). 
 
April 10, 2010,Kearney, NE, Merryman Performing Arts 
Center.  
 
April 10, 2010, Milbank, SD, Milbank High School 
April 10, 2010, Mason City, Iowa,  NIACC - Mason City 
April 10, 2010,  Ft. Hays, KS, Beach-Schmidt Performing 
Arts Center (2 shows) 
 
April 17, 2010, Davenport, Iowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall 

April 17, 2010 Fort Dodge, Iowa, Iowa Central 
Community College (2 shows) 
April 17, 2010,  Manhattan, McCain Auditorium (2 shows) 
  
May 1, 2010,  McCook, NE, McCook City Auditorium 
 
May 1, 2010, Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of the 
Nazarene (2 shows) 
May 1, 2010,  Des Moines, Iowa, Hoyt-Sherman Place 
May 8, 2010,  Denison, Iowa, Denison Fine Arts Center. 
May 22, 2010, Overland Park, KS, Bishop Miege High 
School in Shawnee Mission, Kansas 
 
April 2, 2011, Mason City, Iowa, NIACC - Mason City (2 
shows)  
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request 
a show date. 

Society Events 
 
June 27 - July 4, 2010 – International Convention, Philadelphia, 

PA 
 
August 1-8, 2010 – Harmony University/Directors College 
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