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Mason City - The Convention 
of Opportunity  

By Larry Smalley, River City Chorus,  
Public Relations Coordinator 

 
The Fall Convention in Mason City is an opportunity for 

the District to examine new ideas for future contests. 
Convention costs are increasing and will continue to increase 
in the future. But, there may be some options and the Mason 
City convention will provide an opportunity for them to be 
examined.  Example:  Convention auditoriums are a major 
expense.  In Mason City the performance auditorium will be at 
the North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC). Being a 
small town community the setup crews are volunteers and/or 
college students.  In the case of Mason City the college can 
host the contest, past champ show and evaluations on site 
Friday night. 

 
      Convention attendees don't have to move as much.  On 
Saturday the contest, whole chorus evaluations and quartet 
finals will be at NIACC.  We then will move to the Music 
Man Square for Top Ten quartet evaluations and the party. 
Music Man Square is between the motels and the contest site, 
and parking is free. 

 
      At most conventions we often walk 15-20 minutes to the 
contest site from the headquarters hotel.  In Mason City we 
will not be walking as much, rather you can roll to the 
auditorium by car.  The time is the same, just different means 
of transportation.  This is an opportunity for the district to 
evaluate this as an option to walking or being bussed at future 
conventions, and to look at alternative performance sites, 
perhaps in different cities or even in the same cities at an 
adequate but less expensive facility. 

 
      Keep in mind Mason City is approximately 30,000 people 
so traffic is not a major concern.  Even rush hour from 5:00 to 
5:15 p.m., yes 5:15 is not difficult. 

 
      With several motels, activities at the headquarters will be 
limited, however at NIACC there will be opportunity for 
people to meet, sing and socialize. 

 
     There is one request, being a small town we need to 
arrange facilities in advance and will be limited in our ability 
to meet last minute requests.  Book your motel rooms early.  

Choruses that need rehearsal rooms Friday night or Saturday 
morning prior to the scheduled rotation warm up rooms, 
please let us know early. 

 
    The fall colors should be very nice October 8-10.  Plan 

early, come join the fun and Follow 
the Music Man to Mason City. 
 
(Left) Just outside and to 
the east of The Music Man 
Square complex, Meredith 
Willson greets visitors as 
they stroll up the walk way. 
The life size bronze statue 
stands ready to strike up 
the River City Band. 
(Below) The 1912 River 
City Streetscape scene at 
the Music Man Square.  
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2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
2013                April 19-21             Oct 11-13 
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Make the most 
of your 
opportunities 
this summer 
By Don Blank,  
CSD President 
 

What do you do in your 
chapter when the summer months 

roll around?  Many chapters slow down, which is kind of a 
shame.  You double your potential sites to sing, because when 
it cools down in the evening, a whole host of opportunities to 
sing outside become available. County fairs, park events, 
community festivals—the sky is the limit.  And singing 
outside really takes a chorus back to the basics of barbershop.  
So before the summer ends, do get outside and let it rip! 

 
If you’ve never been to an International Convention, do 

consider going to Kansas City next summer.   It will never be 
closer, and I can assure you that you’ll have the time of your 
life!  Singing at the drop of a hat, hearing the best that our 
society has to offer will make the four or five days that you 
spend in Kansas City time well spent.  I only warn you that 
once you attend an International convention, you’ll never want 
to miss again. The Midwinter Convention in Las Vegas will 
also be a blast.  Everything is under one roof at the Riviera 
Hotel.  You can gamble if that’s your thing, but the fun of 
barbershop and the sights of Las Vegas will make the trip well 
worth taking. 

 
Mason City has some great things happening this October 

for our fall convention.  Taking full advantage of the “Music 
Man” connection, our convention people are putting together 
some great events that everyone will enjoy. 

 
Also at Mason City, we will be presenting for your 

consideration and approval a major change in our 
organizational structure.  We want to give the district 
leadership a much better opportunity to be responsive to the 
needs of the local chapters, and bring all of the chapters in our 
individual states closer together.  In order to accomplish that, 
we are going to divide the district into state areas, with the 
chapters in each state electing their own state vice president 
that will be a voting member of the district board.  This gives 
every chapter and area (state) a spokesperson on the board that 
can make known to the board what is going right and wrong in 
the chapters, and how the district can better serve these 
chapters and meet their needs.  And these state areas will have 
the opportunity to consider a whole multitude of area (state) 
events to make their chapters stronger. 

 
Do read the reports of all of the district officers and 

program administrators in this issue.  They are all working 
hard, trying to everything they can to help your chapter grow 
and thrive. 

 
See you all in Mason City! 
 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 

 

News from our Society 
Representative 
By Greg Caetano, CSD/ILL Paired 
Representative 

 
Well what a summer convention we had. I hope if you were 

not there in person you at least got to watch the webcast. I for one 
am very happy that I've only missed one in my 24 years of being 
a barbershopper and hope to have the opportunity to attend many 
more. It’s hard to believe but my three-year term on the Society 
Board will be ending on December 31, 2010. It has been a terrific 
journey and opportunity to meet so many barbershoppers across 
our Society. For the CSD Fall Convention, outgoing Society 
President Bill Biffle will be the official Society Board 
Representative to the convention weekend, but I still plan on 
attending as well. I certainly am looking forward to the great CSD 
hospitality in Mason City. 

 
If you were in Philadelphia at the chorus contest you saw the 

2011 Society Board of Directors introduced. By now I'm sure you 
have heard that CSD will be well represented on the Society 
Board as Don Fuson was elected to a 3-year Board Member at 
Large Term. This position is very similar to what was once called 
the Paired District Board Member. The Board Member at Large 
position as well as Immediate Past President and Executive VP 
will be assigned as liaisons to the Districts. 

 
The Society Board continues to move forward and further 

refine the work started by the large Membership Task Force. 
Informational summary reports are available on the 
barbershop.org website as well as ongoing discussions at the 
barbershophq.com water cooler website. 

 
Check out your Harmonizer or the future convention link on 

the Society website to find out the events team has presented and 
the staff has chosen for 2014 the Las Vegas MGM Grand hotel 

 
Caetano continued on page 4 
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Caetano continued from page 3 
 

and convention center for our July convention to replace the 
Minneapolis site previously on the schedule for 2014. All housing 
will be in the one hotel and the convention site is on the same 
property connected to the hotel. The Events team did some great 
negotiations on room rates also. 

 
The Society Contest and Judging Committee made another 

presentation to the Society Board in Philadelphia regarding 
proposed changes to chorus eligibility for International chorus 
competition (aka 2 year chorus rotation). The latest presentation 
is a variant of the previous model that was communicated and 
discussed on barbershophq.org.  Kevin Keller has been assisting 
in the development of this program and can provide you any of 
the analytical information you need. The Society Board will have 
this topic on the agenda for our fall meeting at the end of October. 
Stay tuned for more information. 

 
Congratulations to all the CSD performers at the Philadelphia 

Convention. See you in Mason City! 
 

Forum, CJ-20s, 
Judge Emeritus 
Occupy DRCJ's in 
Philly  
By Jim Bagby, 
CSD Vice President of 
Contest and Judging  

  
It was a proud and busy week for 

the Central States District at the Society's 72nd annual convention in 
sunny (really sunny!) Philadelphia.   

     
Since contests are my primary concern, I have to note first that all 

our representatives placed in the top 20.   Not to gloat, but I've been 
going to internationals for 46 years, and we're used to seeing the large 
and mighty Far Western and Mid-Atlantic district dominate in 
numbers.   Do you know who put the most quartets in the top 20?   
Dixie, with four, followed by CSD with all three of our reps!   And 
since Dixie splits into two districts this fall, well. 

 
So congratulation to 12th-place High Definition, 17th-place 3 

Men and A Melody (who were 11th after the first round) and 19th-
place Skyline!    All scored at the "A" level, while brilliantly funny 
Storm Front from our neighboring Rocky Mountain District won 
with an average of 91.3.    

 
In a second straight barnburner chorus contest, which included 

more 100 scores, Heart of America placed 16th, Central Standard 
was 17th and Fremont's Pathfinders were 20th.  But that doesn't tell 
the whole story of this jump-outta-your-seat 27-chorus 
circus.  All three CSD representatives scored at the "A" level, but 
Westminster nosed the 11-time gold medal Vocal Majority  and 
retiring director Jim Clancy by 20 points, with a whopping average 
of 97.7 to the VM's 97.1. 

 
If those numbers don't cause your eyes to cross, you could 

be judicial material.  It's time to consider the next class of judge 
applicants; if you think you may be interested, give me a holler, or 
watch this space in the next Serenade.    

 
    
Another great honor for the CSD was the election of Kansas 

City's Don Fuson to the Society Board of Directors. It's about time, 
since no one in our out of district works harder behind the scenes for 
the Society and for Joe Barbershopper than Don does. 

 
Meanwhile, my fellow district representatives for contest and 

judging (DRCJ's) covered a variety of topics in Philadelphia.  Those 
of you who were there noted that in the program, contestant directors 
were identified if they are certified or master directors.   We 
discussed doing that at the district level, and decided that might give 
the audience the impression that the judges could be influenced by 
seeing such a designation. 

 
That's highly unlikely.  But we do want to recognize all our 

directors who go to the work of completing their certification, so we 
will list them all in a separate area of the district convention program. 

 
Society leaders also told us that they will resume inviting more 

district representatives to the fall Forum, including the DRCJ's.  We 
have been meeting recently only once a year, at international.   This 
year the forum is the weekend of Nov. 6 in Dallas, and my quartet 
has a show.  So I'm asking district C&J team member Dale Comer to 
represent us at that meeting. 

 
We spent a great deal of time with members of the Society 

Contest and Judging Committee about upgrading and simplifying the 
CJ-20 form, and the submission process.  I won't promise, but I can 
say it should be easier for everyone sending and receiving a CJ-20 in 
the future to have more information in less time.   

 
The collegiate competition process, quartets competing out of 

district and competition patterns were among other items that came in 
for discussion. 

 
At the general C&J meetings, three of our Society judges were 

recognized with the top honor bestowed by the C&J community:  
judge emeritus.  And at least two of the names should be familiar to 
CSD.   Wamego, Kan., native Greg Lyne, better known as gold-
medal chorus director and former Society director of music and 
education Dr. Greg Lyne heads the list.  From the neighboring 
Southwestern District, Jim Massey of Oklahoma City was honored, 
along with former Society President Dr. Rob Hopkins from the 
Northeastern District. 

 

 
Tag Team, the CSD collegiate quartet representative 
placed 22nd at the International Collegiate Quartet 
Competition. Photo courtesy of Don Blank. More 
International photos on page 19. 
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By Don Blank, CSD President 
 

     CSD had a lot to be proud 
of at the International 
Convention in Philadelphia, 
but what may have been our 
highlight was the election of 
our own Don Fuson (pictured 
left) to the Board of Directors 
of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society. 
 
     Don was nominated by the 
CSD Nominating Committee, 

and was on the slate given to all of the districts to indicate 
their preferences.  Although the results of that preference vote 
is not made public, Don obviously had strong support in that 
he was one of four finalists forwarded to the Society Board for 
their consideration to fill the two open positions on the Board. 
 
     Everyone at the Society Board meeting on Tuesday 
morning felt that the slate of four was one of the strongest list 
of candidates ever considered for positions on the Board.  
With each successful candidate needing a majority vote to be 
elected, it seemed obvious that it could very well be a long 
process with multiple votes.  But it took only two votes, the 
lowest number possible since only one candidate is elected per 
vote.  Don Fuson is obviously well respected all across the 
Society and we can be very proud of him. 
 
      Don’s duties with the Society will not formally begin until 
2011, and even then, he will still have a strong presence in our 
district activities.  So find him at Mason City and congratulate 
him.  Don will use his CSD experiences to strengthen the 
Society as he moves forward to represent all Joe 
Barbershoppers in his Board Member At Large position. 
 

CSD bulletins takes first and second 
in PROBE’s International 
Electronic Bulletin Contest;  
Places seventh in Hardcopy Contest 
By David Haase, Serenade Editor 

 
PROBE (Association of Public Relations Officers and 

Bulletin Editors) announced the results of their international 
bulletin contests at the Society’s International Convention in 
Philadelphia. 

 
In the Electronic Bulletin contest, Manhattan, Kansas 

chapter’s bulletin, The InCider Press, took top honors. The 
InCider Press is edited by Karen Nanninga. In second place 
was St. Louis Suburban’s chapter bulletin, By-Lines. By-
Lines is edited by Dick Kury . 

 

In the Hardcopy contest, also known as the IBC, 
Davenport, Iowa’s chapter bulletin, Note Dispenser, placed 
seventh. The Note Dispenser is edited by David Haase. 
      
     Congratulations to all of our entrants!  
 
 
 

 
Karen Nanninga 
First place – Int’l 

Electronic Bulletin 
Contest 

 
Dick Kury 

Second place – Int’l 
Electronic Bulletin 

Contest 
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Storm Front Has Strong 
CSD Roots 

By Don Blank 
 

Although CSD can’t claim Storm Front, the newly crowned 
International Champion Quartet, as one of our own, we can certainly 
take pride in being a strong factor in their barbershop upbringing. 

 
Three of the four members were born and raised in Scottsbluff, 

Neb., and were sons of members of the Chordial Celebration quartet.  
Scottsbluff is in the Rocky Mountain District part of Nebraska, but 
when it came time for college, those three, Darin Drown, Jim 
Clark, and Syd Libsack all went east to be in the CSD. 

 
Jim Clark attended the Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, 

was in the CSD 1995 Quartet champions Freefall, and sang in the 
collegiate quartet Millennium . 

 
Darin was a music major, also at Nebraska Wesleyan, and sang in 

the first International Collegiate Quartet Competition representing 
CSD, as well as singing in Freefall quartet. 

 
Singing along with Jim and Darin in Freefall, were CSD 

barbershoppers who are very active today in our district---Byron 
Meyers, Jr. and Scott Spilker. 

 
Syd Libsack attended college at Northwest Missouri State, and 

sang in the collegiate quartet Millennium, which won the Collegiate 
Gold Medal at the International Competition in 2000.

 
Darin’s parents, Gary and Judy Drown, now live in Kearney, 

and are both very active barbershoppers in the CSD and Sweet 
Adelines. 

 
So Storm Front may not be our quartet to claim, but we can be 

very proud of their CSD roots! 
 

 
The 2010 International Quartet Champions, Storm Front. 

Photo courtesy of Mike Scott.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A BLAST IN PHILADELPHIA! 
By Don Blank 

 
If you were lucky enough to get to go to Philadelphia, there was 

no way you couldn’t have had a good time, you probably heard and 
sang barbershop until the wee hours of the morning, and you came 
away proud to be a member of the Central State District barbershop 
family. 

 
Tuesday was a big day with the election of Don Fuson to the 

Society Board—see the article on his election elsewhere in this 
Serenade---and then our collegiate quartet, Tag Team, competing in 
the Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest.  They represented us very 
well, and had great audience response, and just missing placing in the 
top 20 quartets. 

 
Wednesday was the quarterfinals of the quartets, and all three of 

our quartets, 3 Men and A Melody, High Definition , and Skyline 
easily moved on to the semifinals. 

 
Thursday was the semifinals for the quartets, and it was obvious 

that the competition was tough.  All three of our quartets sang very 
well, but did not advance to the Quartet Finals to be held Saturday 
night.  High Definition placed 12th, 3 Men And A Melody came in 
17th, and Skyline was 19th. 

 
Also on Thursday afternoon, we held a CSD pep rally that turned 

out to be a ball for all who attended.  We used the Ambassadors of 
Harmony practice room, and they serenaded us with several songs 
while our competitors were arriving.  Tag Team. High Definition, 
Skyline, Pathfinders, Heart Of America, and Central Standard 
all sang, and received standing ovations from an obviously biased 

and proud crowd of Central States District barbershoppers and family 
members.  This is the first year that we have done this for several 
years, but with the enthusiastic response, it will definitely be on the 
schedule for all future International Conventions. 

 
Friday brought the chorus competition, and it was going to a 

doozy with Vocal Majority , Westminster, Sound Of The Rockies, 
and Toronto Northern Lights  all given a strong chance to win.  Our 
CSD choruses competed and scored very well, with all three placing 
in the top 20 in the competition—Heart of America placing 16th, 
Central Standard coming in at 17th place, and Pathfinder Chorus 
finishing in 20th place. 

 
On Friday, just before the announcement of the 2010 chorus 

champions, the Ambassadors of Harmony gave their final 
performance as 2009 Society Champions. And what a performance!  
There is no doubt that they will always be remembered as one of the 
finest chorus champions ever. 

 
Saturday night was the final quartet competition.  Storm Front, 

the obvious crowd favorite because of their blend of humor and great 
singing, edged out Old School for the championship.  But the high 
point for all of the Central State District barbershoppers was the 
swan song appearance of our very own Crossroads quartet, the 2009 
champions.  They sang, brought out their families to sing with them, 
and then to the surprise of everyone, the curtain opened with the 
Ambassadors of Harmony on stage to join in song with the 
Crossroads and their families.  There weren’t too many dry eyes in 
the whole auditorium. 

 
If you missed Philly, make plans now to go to Kansas City next 

year.  It will be just as exciting as Philadelphia was this year. 
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Mason City Fall 2010 
By Dean Beckman, CSD Convention Chairman 

 
I had the opportunity to do a brief site visit recently in Mason 

City with the Host Chapter President Stan Zinnel and Jayson Ryner 
the River City Barbershop Chorus Director. I have to tell you how 
excited I was with my tour of the contest venue auditorium at the 
North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC) campus and even 
more thrilled with what the River City Chorus has planned for the 
Saturday evening afterglow at the Music Man Square. I believe that 
this will be one of those convention experiences that will be long 
remembered.  

 
We will be making some small changes in how we have often 

done things in the past to include the use of several hotels for housing 
and the need to drive from your hotel (about 10-12 minutes) to the 
NIACC campus where the auditorium is located. The drive is likely 
to have less time involved than some walks to the contest venue from 
the hotel(s) at some other conventions.  I believe that these changes 
are minor and will be appreciated by all due to the quality of the 
facility. All contest competitors will begin the rotations at the NIACC 
Auditorium so each quartet and chorus will need to make 

arrangements to arrive at the auditorium in ample time to begin their 
rotation. 

 
I encourage you to review the article in the May 2010 edition of 

the Serenade prepared by the River City Chorus for additional 
information (page 11….article was accidently attributed to me, but 
actually was written by Larry Smalley, Mason City). I especially 
encourage you to go to the Music Man Square web link to learn more 
about what will be experienced at the Saturday afterglow. This 
facility is amazing and exciting and should be educational and just 
plain downright fun for all!!  Check out the website – 
www.themusicmansquare.org . 

 
Looking forward to seeing many of you in Mason City in 

October! 
 
More information will be provided over the next couple of 

months and I encourage everyone to register for your hotel request 
and convention registration package early. Those forms are currently 
on the CSD website. 

 
I will be asking our CSD Web Manager Jayne Morden to post 

the Schedule of Events on the CSD website just as soon as we get 
some details ironed out.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
. 
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Mason City Convention Team 
Suggestions and Information for 
Fall Contest 
 
   As mentioned before, Mason City is pleased to host the fall 
CSD Convention October 8-10 and are working to make this a 
low stress enjoyable convention.  To that end we offer some 
suggestions for your consideration. 
 
    Dining Friday and Saturday is a concern of the convention 
team.  Not because there are limited facilities, but there is a 
limited number of middle to upper scale dining options and 
given the short time (between sessions), options have been 
developed.   
 
    Friday evening there will be a concession snack bar at the 
Convention center from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Since many 
will be coming from some distance and arriving later than 
usual we suggest you dine prior or on your way to the Friday 
evening session. 
 
    Saturday afternoon there will be the concession snack bar 
but also light meals at the cafeteria at the convention center 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
    Saturday evening is perhaps the biggest concern and we 
have an excellent option for the first 150 people.  
Arrangements have been made for a Dinner at the Convention 
Center.  The caterer is offering the following: 
   
5:30 pm Dinner Buffet 
 
Carved Prime Rib w/Au Jus and Creamy Horseradish 
Sauce 
Tossed Salad with dressings (separate plate) 
Green Bean Almandine 
Baked Potato with Butter and Sour cream 
Dinner roll ~ preset on table 
Crème Brule (served) 
 

Convention attendees can enjoy a very nice meal, (wine 
and beer may be purchased on site) and not have to worry 
about being late for the Saturday night session.  A reservation 
form is provided.  This is a strong recommendation from the 
convention team.  Reservations must be received by 
September 7, 2010 – An excellent opportunity to meet with 
friends and family without waiting in lines or missing portions 
of the evening session.  The performance venue is very close 
to the dining area, all indoors and no steps.   
 
    The closing convention party (afterglow) will be held at the 
Music Man Square.  Music Man Square is on your way from 
the convention site to the hotels.  We are aware that some do 
not wish to drive in later evening hours.  There will be a 
limited number of buses (2 – 20 passengers each) that will 
take people from the hotels to the Afterglow and return.  This 
service will not accommodate a large number of people, 

however it is provided for those that have this concern.  The 
buses are being provided by the host chapter as a free service.  
If part of your party stops by the Music Man Square but need 
to leave at different times, the buses may be an option for you.   
 
     If you are preregistered and have a hotel reservation your 
name badge will be at your hotel if arriving by 7:00 p.m. on 
Friday evening.  If you’re not preregistered you may do so at 
the Holiday Inn during the day or at the Convention venue 
Friday evening and Saturday.   
 
     We look forward to your visit in Mason City October. 8-10. 
 

 

 

 
 

Dean Doyle wins CSD Marv Spellman 
Memorial Membership Award  
 

 
Dean Doyle (right) of 
the Beatrice, Neb. 
chapter wins the CSD 
Marv Spellman 
Memorial Membership 
Award for bringing in 
the most new members 
in 2009, five new 
members. Presenting 
the award is CSD 
Executive VP Harvey 
Kiser at the Beatrice, 
Neb. Chapter meeting. 
Photo by Janet Kiser.
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Dinner Reservation Form 
Saturday Oct. 9, 2010 

 
Number of reservations needed:       _______  @ $ 20.00     =    $ __________ 
Name of persons: 
 
     1.________________________________ 
 
     2.________________________________ 
 
     3.________________________________ 
 
     4.________________________________ 
 
If paying by credit card add $ 2.00/ person for a transaction fee:    = $ __________ 
 
Total amount to be charged to the credit card or paid by check Total __________ 
 
Type of credit card (only)  Visa _____  or   Master Card _______ 
Name on the card:     _______________________________________ 
Card number:              ________  ________  ________   
Expiration Date:         __________________________ 
Phone Number:          __________________________ 
 
If paying by check no transaction fee is needed.  Please make checks payable to: 
River City Barbershop Chorus.      
 
Reservations may be mailed to:  
River City Barbershop Chorus,  
PO Box 915,  
Mason City Iowa 50401 
 
River City Barbershop Chorus Email: barbershoppers@mchsi.com 
Fax:  641-424-3430 
 

Deadline for reservations is Sept 7. 2010   
 
If a minimum number of reservations are not received this dinner option will not be 
available and payments by credit card will not be processed and checks returned.       

 
 

�
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Deadline to submit hotel registration after the draw is September 13, 2010 ; show all persons names occupying room. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 

** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed room.  Please 
list all  names of persons staying in the room: 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 
3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 

Please indicate your first (1) or second (2) hotel choice in line by the hotel. 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. (approxima tely 12%) 
 

FULL  - Holiday Inn - Headquarters Hotel (Two 
story, no elevator) 
3rd person +, $10.00 per person extra per night; Roll-A-Way 
$10.00 per night 
King - Smoking or Non-Smoking $79.00  
Double/Double - Smoking or Non-Smoking $79.00  

Executive Suite  - Non-Smoking $119.00 

 
____Days Inn (Two story, no elevator) 
no extra person charge, Roll-A-Way $10.00 per night 
_____ Queen - Smoking or Non-Smoking $72.00 (15 NS, 9 smk)    
_____ Double Queen - Smoking or Non-Smoking $72.00 (5 NS, 7 
smk) 
_____ Full size bed - Non-Smoking $72.00 (11 NS)  
 

FULL  - Country Inn and Suites – Non-smoking 
hotel (elevators) West Side of MC 
2nd person + $6.00 per night, Roll-A-Way $8.00 per night 
King - $93.99  
Double Queen - $93.99  
Mini Suite - King bed w/sleeper sofa $99.99 

Suite – 2 room King bed w/sleeper sofa $104.99  
Executive Suite - King bed w/sleeper sofa $104.99  
 
____Super 8 & Suites – (elevators) West Side of MC 
2nd person + $5.00 per night, Roll-A-Way $5.00 per night 
_____ King - $71.90 (17 NS, 7 smk) 
_____ Double Queen - $71.90 (19 NS, 5) 
_____ Executive Suite - King bed  $98.90 (1 NS) 
 
____Comfort Inn – Non smoking (elevators) 
Downtown 
3rd person +, $10.00 per person extra per night; no Roll-A-
Way’s 
_____ King - $85.99 (14 NS) 
_____ Double/Double -  $85.99 (30 NS) 
_____ King w/Jacuzzi Tub - $114.99 (5 NS) 
_____ King Suite w/sleeper sofa - $140.99 (4 NS) 
_____ King Suite w/Jacuzzi No sleeper sofa - $140.99 (1 NS) 
 
____American Best Inn – (elevators) 
no extra person charge, no Roll-A-Way’s 
_____ 2 full beds – $79.95 (15  NS, 1 smk) 
_____ Queen - $69.95 (19 NS, 3 smk)

If you require special needs for housing, please indicate:_________________________________________ 
���� :  Hotels require a credit card to make a room rese rvation or a check for the first night room rate, o r the hotel will not 
accept the reservation. Prices listed do not includ e any taxes. The hotels will not accept direct indi vidual or group 
reservations . 
 
Credit Card: Type of Card: _________   Exp. Date: ___________Card # ______________________________________  
 
Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
[  ]   I have already submitted the registration forms to the CSD registrar 
 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK �  2603 Lynner Drive �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 (515) 277-9884 � cell (515) 979-7180 �  Fax (515) 286-3364 �  E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED  
To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com  click on the Convention button and click on Housing Form. This form will 
go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted 
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Registrations Fall 2010 
By Lonnie Minor, CSD Registrar 
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Chorus Managers 
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Quartets 
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Davenport Chordbusters  
Hire New Director  

The Davenport Chordbusters Barbershop Chorus has hired 
a new chorus director.  After extensive interviews and a 
session of conducting, Deb Ragan of Davenport has been 
hired.  Deb has 29 years of experience directing high school 
music groups.  Her last music groups were at Bettendorf High 
School, where she was Musical Director for 25 years.   

 
The chorus hopes to build on their status as the most 

improved chorus in the Central States District this past year.   
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Central States District Fall Convention     
October 8-10, 2009           Mason City, IA 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
 

First Name __________________ Last __________________________ BHS# ____________     

           Chapter/Quartet Name___________________________________   Chapter # ______________ 

Address________________________________________     Phone #_____________________ 

City ___________________________________________     Zip Code____________________ 

  Note: All competitors are required to purchase a registration, they must also enter the contest and   make housing  
  arrangements.  Single event registrations, if available, will be sold at the convention.   Registrations will not be 
  processed without full payment.   Registrations and discounts are ½ price for youth members under the age of 26. 
 
IF SPECIAL SEATING IS REQUIRED - PLEASE ADVISE.  Whe elchair____  Other____(unable to climb stairs) 

                                                               
             Saturday Night Showcase and all competition events are included in the registration price.  Early Discount applies until 
             September 18, 2010.  There are no discounts after that date.  The Friday ACSC Show is priced separately.    

 If family or spouse, indicate in “Membership #”                                                                                                
                                                                                           Registration                
Total                                                              Early Registration     Student      ACSC Show        Total 

            Registrant above                    additional registrants below                 $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______  
            First name                         Last name                     Membership #  
             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______ 

             _______________   ______________    ___________      $40.00    $20.00   $5.00         _______                                

     All Seats Reserved for All Sessions                              GRAND TOTAL $_________ 

             Please make checks payable to:   CSD Convention, BHS  
      Personal checks are not accepted 
                                  To register using a credit card, go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com 
                Groups (10+) and electronic registration is available at www.centralstatesdistrict.com 
 

Please include your email address for confirmation. __________________________________ 

             Mail Completed forms to:   Registrations and tickets    Registration packages will be available  
           CSD Registration Chairman     are not refundable.          in the convention registration area.  
            Lonnie Miner                  Registration Questions? 
  519 S Chicago Ave  Additional fees will apply   Phone: (402) 462-2630 or 469-3945 
 Hastings, NE 68901-5830       to declined credit cards.      Email: bbscsd@windstream.net 

 
Please use 1 line per registrant.  For more than 10, use Excel file found above. 
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CJ-20 Form for 
Contestants in Fall 
Convention 
By Mark Fuerniss, CSD 
Secretary 
 

Congratulations to the quartets 
and choruses from the Central 
States District competing in the 

International contests in Philadelphia in July.  I believe 
everyone finished in the top twenty!  What an 
accomplishment.  It’s amazing when you consider all the time, 
effort and dedication on the part of directors, coaches, and 
individual members getting your quartet and chorus to that 
level! I’m sure everyone that went to Philadelphia had a great 
time.   

 
Plan to join your fellow district Barbershoppers in Mason 

City, Iowa for the 2010 Fall Convention/Contest, October 8 - 
10.  Stan Zinnel and the Mason City River City Chorus are 
working hard to make this a great Convention.  Visit the 
District’s Web site http://www.centralstatesdistrict.com under 
“Conventions” for information and forms regarding this fall’s 
convention in Mason City, the original “River City.” 

 
Three things to keep in mind regarding this event:  1) Your 

chorus/quartet needs to enter the contest by using the CJ-20 
form.  2)  Each contestant must be a paid up member of the 
Society, district and chapter and register for the convention.   
3) It is strongly recommended that everyone avail themselves 
of one of the several official convention hotels by making a 
hotel reservation.  Using convention hotels gives the district 
the opportunity to use meeting rooms for meetings, warm-ups, 
evaluations, afterglows, etc. Deadlines are contained in this 
issue or will be forthcoming. Your chapter president and 
chapter secretary should have more detailed information 
regarding our Fall Convention/Contest in Mason City. 

 
Although any size chapter can enter their chorus in either 

the spring or fall contest, the fall contest is primarily for 
Plateau AA and AAA choruses. Choruses from chapters with 
a membership of 40 – 75 inclusive on December 31, 2009 as 
reported by the Society in early January, 2010 are classified as 
Plateau AA choruses.  Choruses from chapters with 76 or 
more members are classified as AAA.  Plateau A Choruses, 
choruses from chapters with fewer than 40 members as of 
December 31, 2009, typically perform in the Spring. 

 
The highest scoring chorus in the fall contest automatically 

represents the Central States District in the 2011International 
Convention to be held in Kansas City. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you in Mason City. 
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce 
 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than 

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
 

 

Quartet and chorus entry for 
the CSD fall convention 

 

Deadline for the CSD 2010 fall convention 
quartet and chorus competition is September 17. 
Draw will be determined and announced on 
September 24. Go to barbershop.org and go to 
the Members Only section. Click on contest 
entry to fill out a CJ-20 form. 
 

GOSPEL CHORUS COMING BACK! 
 

Would you like to sing in the mike tester chorus at Mason 
City?  The Gospel Chorus that sang at Lincoln as mike testers 
are coming back to sing at Mason City, and are looking for 
more voices to join them.  If you are interested, e-mail CSD 
President Don Blank at dblank@gpcom.net.   It is fun—ask 
any of the guys that sang in Lincoln!  There is a possibility 
that in honor of being in Mason City, The Music Man capitol 
of the world, those songs from the musical will be selected, 
but either way it will be fun. 
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Tentative Schedule for CSD Fall Convention 
 

Please note that this is a tentative schedule and is subject to change. Please go to the district website 
www.centralstatesdistrict.com for the latest schedule. 

 

Thursday 

4:00 p.m. Pre-Convention Meeting             Clarion / Holiday Inn Salon 5 

7:00 p.m. Pat Meeting  Clarion / Holiday Inn Salon 5 

Friday 

  9:00 a.m.  - 11:30 a.m. Board Meeting  Clarion / Holiday Inn Salon 5 

10:00 a.m.  -   5:00 p.m. Registration  Clarion / Holiday Inn  

10:00 a.m.  -   3:00 p.m. Hospitality Room  Clarion / Holiday Inn  (TBA) 

10:00 a.m.  -   2:30 p.m. Tag Singing Clarion / Holiday Inn  (TBA) 

  1:00 p.m.  -   3:00 p.m. House of Delegates Clarion / Holiday Inn Salon 5 

  1:00 p.m.  Sound Check  NIACC Auditorium  

  2:00 p.m.  - 11:00 p.m. History Room  NIACC Auditorium Gallery 

  3:00 p.m.  -   5:30 p.m. Quartet Semi Finals NIACC Auditorium  

  5:00 p.m.  -   6:00 p.m. ACSC Chorus Rehearsal  NIACC Auditorium   (TBA) 

  5:00 p.m.  -   7:00 p.m. Tag Singing NIACC Back Hallway 

  5:00 p.m.  -   7:00 p.m. Concession /Snack Stand NIACC Front Hallway 

  6:30 p.m.  -   8:00 p.m. Registration  NIACC Auditorium 

  7:00 p.m.  - 10:00 p.m. Quart Semi Finals NIACC Auditorium    

10:00 p.m.  - 12:00 p.m. Quartet Evaluations  NIACC Auditorium  (TBA) 

10:00 p.m.  - 12:00 p.m. ACSC Past Champs Show        NIACC Auditorium  

10:00 p.m.   -12:00 p.m. Tag Singing NIACC Back Hallway 

Saturday  

  9:00 a.m.  -  10:30 a.m. Registration  NIACC Auditorium 

  9:00 a.m.  -    8:00 p.m. History Room  NIACC Auditorium Gallery 

10:00 a.m.  -   1:00 p.m. Chorus Contest  NIACC Auditorium 

11:00 a.m.  -   3:00 p.m. Concessions and Cafeteria          NIACC Center  

  1:00 p.m.  -   3:00 p.m. Chorus Evaluations  NIACC Rooms 

  1:00 p.m.  -   3:00 p.m. Tag Singing NIACC Back Hallway 

  5:00 p.m.  -   6:30 p.m. Judges Dinner Decker House 

  7:00 p.m.  -   9:00 p.m. Quartet Finals NIACC Auditorium 

10:00 p.m.  - 11:30 p.m. Quartet Evaluations  Music Man Square 

10:00 p.m.  -   2:00 a.m. RC Chorus Party / Afterglow         Music Man Square 

Sunday  

 9:00 a.m.  - 10:30 a.m. Convention Team Wrap up Clarion / Holiday Inn Salon 5 
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Membership One on One 
 
Editor’s note: Below are notes complied by Mark Erikson , Fremont, 
Neb. Chapter President, and Don Fuson, CSD Past President. Jim 
Nugent, Jim Griffith, Glen Larson, Gary Drown, and Mike Scott 
all shared ideas on how to grow your membership. Since there are so 
many ideas to share here it is broken down into a two-part series. Part 
one was published in the May issue of the Serenade and shared the 
ideas of Jim Nugent, Jim Griffith, and Glen Larson. This is part two 
and shares the ideas of Gary Drown and Mike Scott.  
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Gary Drown stresses a point on membership recruitment. 
Photo by David Haase. 
 
·  Build membership activities within the community by “serving” 

the public through singing. 
·  Use each community performance as a way to encourage members 

to meet/greet the public. 
·  Advance Public Relations planning (fliers, notes in church 

bulletins, association memberships, etc.) are not “hard to do” but 
just take some awareness and planning. 

·  Seek out new combined opportunities for the chorus to sing with 
other groups (symphonies, ball games, other concerts) if to do 
nothing, but the Star Spangled Banner (the BHS arrangement of 
the National Anthem is quite compelling, too). 

·  It takes one, two, three, four, five and perhaps six times that an 
invite to come and sing would be issued before a prospect might 
take you up on it. 

·  Make sure that you display a positive and enjoyable countenance 
when you talk about your singing hobby and having fun preparing 
for your next performance. 

·  Give the option – 6 month or 12 month. “Why don’t you come four 
times?” Can be random weeks. Joke of the night. Sing a tag. Short 
business meeting. (Put TIME on the clock – during business 
meeting to keep them short.) 

·  Newspaper classified ad. $65/month. Simply says – “Men – Want 
to Sing? Call xxx-xxxx” 

·  Visit HS choral teacher. The kids will sing better because there’s a 
guest in the room. Go two or three times. Young guys will 
eventually ask you who you are. Invite local groups to sing on the 
second half of your annual Show. Sell extra tickets. 

·  Pizza singing Party on a Friday night. Chapter buys all the pizza. 
Beverages on your own. Sing any song. Pizzas ordered at 6. 
Singing starts at 5:30. In place of a Monday night meeting. Free if 
you bring a Guest other than wife. 

·  Annual Show – Number one recruiting tool = SING WELL . Bring 
a Gold Medal level feature quartet. (Pathfinders consistently 
already do that). 

·  Sing a TAG. No fifth wheeling. Give Guest ONE note to sing in 
the TAG. (Music Team/Director). 

·  Christmas show- members only for those 2-3 months of 
preparation and performance. (Brian Regier already does this w/ 
Pathfinders) 

·  Summer Church replacement chorus – three songs. Perform all on 
same Sunday. 

·  Ad in local newspaper – Free vocal Lessons Tonight. Schedule the 
“lesson” one half hour before chapter meeting at same location. 

·  Great salesman will close one out of six presentations. (Gary 
stated it may take up to 6 contacts with the same person before 
they decide to join. Key is to NOT give up on the first attempt). 
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Mike Scott answers an audience member’s question at the 
Membership One on One forum. Photo by David Haase. 
 

·  We’re dealing with 5 generations of members. 
·  The older generations (Post WWII and Baby Boomers – picking 

up the morning newspaper to read is common place). The 
Generation X,Y, and Millenniums (30 years down to high 
school age) traditionally - do not use a newspaper for their news 
– they will use electronic media (Internet, Facebook, cell phone 
texting, Twitter, etc.) to reach out. CSD chapters need to 
broaden out the methods of ‘reaching out’ to potential male 
singers. 

·  Home Free Vocal Band was suggested as a type of acappella 
singing group that appeal to the youth. – 

       www.homefreevocalband.com. 
·  To add to Gary Drown’s comments about advertising FREE 

VOICE LESSONS – the Sound of the Rockies chorus in 
Denver, Col. used a program like this. They advertised on are 
newspapers that were located in proximity of their chapter 
rehearsal hall. Offered “6 weeks of free voice lessons.” 
Resulted in a significant net increase in new members at the end 
of the planned recruiting event. The Director’s split up and one 
offered the Free Voice lessons in a separate room while the 
regular members continued with their regular planned chapter 
meeting/rehearsal. 
 

Membership One on One continued on page 16 
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Membership One on One continued from page 15 
 
·  It’s important for each member to have a prepared ’30 second 

elevator speech’ ready to present when they have an opportunity 
to  ‘tell their story’ about our wonderful hobby. Don’t try and 
wing it. Put it down on paper – why you have a great story to tell 
about your local chapter!! 

·  House must be in order…….when you bring a guest through the 
door. 

·  Are the name tags ready? 
·  Have them sign in - name, address, telephone number, email 

address, how did they hear about ‘us’. 
·  Guest music pack along with Chuck Greene’s “First Night” 

information sheet ready to hand them? (Chuck Greene grads 
have this on their CD in the workshop notebook). 

·  Introduce them to the Director! 
·  Assign a ‘buddy’ from the section your guest will be singing 

that evening. 

·  Rest of the members – make it a point for EACH member to 
introduce themselves, welcome the guest, as a few warm fuzzy 
questions about them (please…be sincere!). 

·  During the break – if you feel they won’t be intimidated – teach 
a simple, one-note tag – giving them the opportunity to hear 
what four-part harmony sounds like, including THEIR 
contribution to it. 

·  Make it point to invite them BACK (often times, we forget this 
and guest goes home thinking everyone bent over backwards to 
get them there the first time, but not a word was mentioned 
about coming back! 

·  Director - call them a day or two afterwards – thanking them for 
coming and encourage them to come back (Chuck Greene 
CACM). 

·  Facebook - I encourage chapters to get a Facebook account 
going. It’s free. Some chapters are already set up with their own 
FB page. You can post photographs of chapter activities, 
upcoming events, post comments and make sure all chapters 
members get their personal Facebook page going.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cowboy Up 
By Ron Wilson, Poet Lariat 

 
Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds.  Cool Water.  Home on the Range.  Bury 
Me Not on the Lone Prairie.  These are the classic western songs of 
all time, the kind of songs I grew up hearing my dad sing. 
 
Now imagine hearing those songs sung live and in perfect four-part 
harmony by a crew of more than 60 men.  It was like the Sons of the 
Pioneers on steroids.  That was my experience of last Saturday (April 
17), when the Little Apple Chorus of Manhattan, Kansas put on its 
annual spring show.  It was a cowboy theme, with yours truly as the 
narrator. 
 
The singing was absolutely wonderful.  These guys can really belt it 
out, and they sang all the great old cowboy songs.  Beside the ones 
listed above, they sang Wagon Wheels, Don’t Fence Me In, and 
Ghost Riders in the Sky.  They performed on a wonderful western 
theme set they built themselves. 
 
Little Apple Chorus is part of the Barbershop Harmony Society and 
includes several barbershop quartets.  Put them together and they 
sound great.  As narrator, I had the opportunity to sit in on several 
practices.  I came away with a whole new appreciation for the  
 

 
The Little Apple Chorus perform on their annual show. 
Photo courtesy of Karen Nanninga. 

 
wonderful talent of (Sheriff) Ken Lang, the director, and Don 
Thomson, the show producer. 
 
In the end, it is about the music.  They selected the classic cowboy 
songs and rehearsed them for months.  Boy, can they sing!  
(Published in April in the Manhattan, Kan. publication, The Grass 
and Grain) 
 

 
How much time is needed to be 

successful in Youth in Harmony? 
By Duane Lawson CSD Youth in Harmony VP 

 
There are chapters in the Central States District that are stuck 
when coming up with ideas to develop Youth in Harmony 
activities. Some chapters think you have to put on a contest to 
get students to even look at barbershop and in rare occasions 
that is successful. “Listen Up!” and “Back in Business” 
recently took advantage of some schools that were interested 
in learning about barbershop, but the teachers did not have the 
time to teach music ahead of time or coordinate with other 
schools in their district for a big contest or festival.  
 
By having connections in schools and working with the 
schedules of music educators, both quartets were able to 
schedule a barbershop demonstration during a class session 
and it was a positive experience for everyone. Try this in your 
area. I would only ask that you get a quartet of at least Top 10 
District quality. If you do not have a quartet available, please 
let me know and I will try to help.  
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WHAT’S UP WITH 
MEMBERSHIP? 
POSITIVE GROWTH 
By Mike Scott,  
CSD Membership VP 

 
I can’t think of a better place to bring 

new members and show them the big 
picture of what our society is all about - 

than an international convention. Kansas City will be hosting the 
International Convention next year. Kansas City is right in CSD’s 
own backyard. Philadelphia was awesome and the talent factor was 
outstanding, a great place to bring new members and fire up the 
veterans in your chapter.  

 
Saturday morning of the convention, six of the BHS district 

Membership Vice-President’s met for two hours with Society 
Executive Director Ed Watson, Patty Leveille, Executive Secretary; 
Alan Lamson, BHS Executive Vice-President who will be the next 
President of our Society; Don Fuson, the newly elected International 
Board member. (Congratulations!) We discussed a multitude of 
membership topics, but the best news of the day was Ed Watson 
telling us the Society Membership is definitely headed in the right 
direction - Positive Growth. We have a great ‘product’ to market; 
men and young men alike who enjoy singing and entertaining. Keep 
spreading the good news, guys! We are worth it! We have a hobby 
that is second to none and enriches a person’s life. Think about that!

 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  It’s our 1 year and 6 month 

anniversary date since Chuck Greene presented his CACM workshop 
#1.  I had a nice visit with Chuck in Philly. One of the key items he 
mentioned was the fact some chapters may not begin to see an 
increase in membership until at least a year after attending 
CACM . So, be patient, continue to mix variety into your chapter 
meetings, the 90 second ‘life story’, do your best to make sure there 
is something for everybody each week so we bring value for our 
members. Retaining current members and providing value is equally 
important as recruitment. Make sure you plan a week in advance and 
send the script out ahead of time. I’ve heard so many members tell 
me they appreciate it.  

 
MEMBERSHIP 1 ON 1 – In Sioux City, we rolled out our first 

ever 1 on 1 forum. I’ve been asked if there will be a second one in 
Mason City. The answer is YES. It will be modified to an open 
discussion type format – allowing any CSD member to share their 
success stories with the group. We will talk about the five generations 
that make up our membership, social networking, websites, etc. As 
soon as we finalize plans I will fire off an email to your chapter’s 
leadership so they can pass it along to you. Perhaps I can talk CSD’s 
web mistress, Jayne Morden, to post it on the CSD website.  

 
Mason City Chapter President Stan Zinnel and his River City 

team are working hard to roll out a super convention this fall. 
See you in Mason City……let the party begin! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

trans.for.ma.tion 
By Harvey Kiser,  
CSD Executive VP 
 

trans.for.ma.tion – this was on the 
Harmony Foundation International  
page of the Society’s Philly Convention 
program book.  Below the word was this 
definition:  “A complete change, usually 
into something with an improved 

appearance or usefulness.”  
 
Harmony Foundation International was expressing ‘deep 

appreciation’ to the visionary and farsighted individuals for their 
generous gifts to the Harmony Foundation’s “Going for the Gold.” 

 
This made me think – How can we in our own barbershop 

chapter choruses and quartets transform ourselves?  Quartets and 
choruses are doing this everyday as they seek to improve their 
performance capability allowing them to enjoy their hobby, this 
unique performing art, even more. 

 
Chapters and their members take steps everyday to improve their 

product.  The Central States District is there to help.  As Mike Scott 
says, in another part of this Serenade, that we are at the one year and 
six month anniversary of the “Compelling Attractive Chapter 
Meetings” that was presented by Chuck Greene.  One of these 
workshops was at the CSD’s Leadership Academy February 2010.  
Chapters are making changes in the way they approach their 
meetings, and reports are that members are experiencing the joy of 
the changes. 

 
The CSD Leadership Academy will be held next year February 

4-6, Barbershoppers will have a weekend of singing with other 
barbershoppers and also attend leadership and subject classes.  The  

sharing of ideas by the class leader, chapter leaders and members 
provide new ideas and excitement in our individual chapters. 

 
Music development is key in the CSD programs.  CSD is offering 

chorus mentoring by providing coaching to chapters, especially to 
those who do not have the resources to have one come to them.  
Chapter quartets can also benefit from visiting coaches.  Chorus 
directors are provided opportunities to enhance their skills.   

 
Quartet schools such as Top Gun and ACE schools are being 

developed to be held early next year. 
 
Our District conventions and contests are useful in transforming 

ourselves.  We can take the opportunity to sing with other 
barbershoppers by woodshedding or singing tags in the hallways.  
We can take tips from the contestants back and use in our choruses 
and quartets. 

 
Then there is the opportunity to bring Barbershop Harmony to 

youth – Youth In Harmony.  See Duane Lawson’s articles elsewhere 
in this Serenade.  He offers a new way in reaching youth in our 
communities.  These young men are the future of our Society.  Young 
men are thrilled to learn about barbershop harmony, and they learn 
vocal techniques that will aid them in other vocal situations.   

 
The CSD workshops, leadership academies, quartet schools and 

Youth In Harmony programs provide us with tools to continually 
grow and transform ourselves in performing and enjoying our 
hobby/art. 
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Don Fraser – 56 Years and More 
By Harvey Kiser 

 
Isn’t it rewarding and heartwarming to have 

your kids recognize and honor you for being 
their Dad and a Barbershopper?  That is what 
Don Fraser (pictured left) experienced on 
April 10 at the Afterglow after the River City 
Chorus, Mason City, Iowa Chapter spring 
show.  His kids surprised him celebrating his 
life with barbershop harmony.  Much of the 
following is from what son Keith spoke that 
night for himself and siblings Donna (Fraser) 

Torkelson and Linda (Fraser) Hoffman.   
 
Don is in his 56th year of being a barbershopper.  While currently 

residing in Des Moines and an active member of that chapter, Don’s 
barbershopping beginnings started in the Mason City area.  Keith 
related that his Dad’s passion for barbershop harmony “…began with 
the Mason City Chamber of Commerce Chorus after he returned from 
the war.  It might have been called the Mason City Glee Club.  In 
1955, they became affiliated with an organization called the Society 
for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet 
Singing in America.  SPEBSQSA.” 

 
Don sang either baritone or bass in six quartets, was Contest 

Sound Judge, coached many quartets over the years critiquing them 
as they were preparing for contest, chosen Barbershopper Of The 
Year in 1965, and arranged over 500 pieces of music into four-part 
harmony for his quartets, choruses, and several other quartets.   
 

Don’s quartet history was highlighted – 
 
·  SilverTops were formed in 1961 
·  Novatones in 1965 
·  Mid-West Four in the late 60s and in 1969 won the Central 

States District Contest 
·  In the mid-70s Don’s job caused a change in location to Des 

Moines where he became involved with the Pride of Iowa 
Chorus, Des Moines Chapter.  All of the quartet members were 
there that night.  The family said, for not having sung together for 
quite some time, the Midwest Four sounded great! 

·  Iowans quartet came around 1980 
·  Iowa Pride came around the early '90s 
·  New SilverTops came on the scene in 2001  

 
 

 

 
Thanks to the CSD archivist and historian Jim Nugent, the 

Fraser family was able to complete their historical venture.  A plaque 
was presented with photos of the six quartets and of him in 1973 and 
2007.  The plaque read (pictured in lower left column): “Don 
Fraser (Dad, Grandpa & Great-Grandpa – Our Favorite 
Barbershopper) 2010 CONGRATULATIONS on 50 plus years of joy 
in four-part harmony, the hobby of your life.” 

 

Time to get off the bench 
and strap your helmet on! 

By J.P. Marshall, CSD Board Member at Large 
 

As college football season is coming around I always get to thinking 
about how many people are needed on a football team that never get any big 
TV time.  These folks work just as hard as the starters on the field, but we 
sometimes forget about how many people are needed just to make the game 
happen because they are never shown on TV.   

This is the same with barbershop at the chapter level, district level, and 
society level.  There is more to your chapter than what we see on TV.  There 
is the guy who may not have the most men of note. He talks to everyone he 
meets about barbershop and how much fun he is having.  There is the guy who 
gets out your name tags every week and makes sure that when you run in late 
to the warm-ups everything is ready for you.  There are those who tear down 
the risers and get the rehearsal hall clean before they take off for the night.   

All this and we haven’t even started talking about the board yet.  The 
most thankless job on the board, as I see it, is the treasurer (and this is coming 
from someone who has never held that role, much to the “appreciation”  of 
the chorus checkbook and bank).  The job does take someone very qualified to 
do and when done right really helps the chapter.  There are several more roles 
on your chapter board and in your chapter that need good, qualified people, 
but you may already know about those.   

Let’s talk about district roles you may have not heard about  The district 
board is in charge of setting the long range plans of the district and making 
sure that all the duties of the program administrators are taken care of.  The 
program administrators take their sections of responsibility (e.g. Membership, 
Music And Performance, Marketing and PR, YIH, and others) for the district 
and make sure that the day to day operations are taken care of.  Even if the 
board knows where we want to go, without these guys working as a team we 
would be pulled in so many directions we would never get anywhere.   

And then the most important people, and of course the least recognized, 
are the teams that work for each of the program administrators.  Here is where 
all the work gets done and we have the hardest time finding people to help.  
The board sets the long range plan, the program administrators figure out the 
steps to get us there and then their teams get all those things to happen, and 
boy, do we need some help finding people to share that load to get things to 
happen.  You could be on the membership committee and help implement 
new ideas for getting guys through the doors and then keeping them there.  
You could join the marketing and PR team and help take some of the load off 
of the editors of the Serenade and the Grapevine.  Or maybe you want to help 
to make the conventions better, so join the conventions team for the district 
and help make sure everyone has a great time.   

 We all love to sing and that is why we are members of this 
brotherhood. If you are one of those members who just shows up on your 
rehearsal night, runs in just in time to catch warm ups and then takes off again 
right after and does not think about barbershop until the next rehearsal, maybe 
it is time for you to step down off the risers, strap your helmet and pads on, 
and get in the game.  So if you have any special talents that barbershop could 
use, and I am sure you do, please contact me at 
jp.marshall@itimpressions.com or 319-594-3706. You may also contact 
anyone else on the District board or PAT and let us know you want to get 
involved in making our district better.  We will help you find the right fit for 
you, give you your helmet, and get you in the game. 
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Photos from International 
 

 
High Definition placed 12th at the 2010 International 
Quartet Contest. Photo by Lorin May. 
 

 
3 Men and A Melody placed 17th at the 2010 International 
Quartet Contest. Photo by Lorin May. 
 

 
Skyline placed 19th at the 2010 International Quartet 
Contest. Photo by Lorin May.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Kansas City’s Heart of America placed 16th at the 
International Chorus Contest. Photo by Lorin May. 
 

 
At their first International Chorus Contest KC Metro’ s 
Central Standard placed 17th. Photo by Don Blank. 
 

 
At their first international chorus contest the Fremont 
Pathfinders placed 20th.  Photo by Don Blank. 



 
Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
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District and Society Calendar 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately November 14, 2010 
                       

2010 Chapter Shows 
 
August 28 - Leavenworth, KS, Lansing High School 
 
October 30 - Elkader, Iowa, Elkader Opera House.  
 
November 13 - Winner, SD, Winner Community 
Playhouse.  
 
December 10 - 12, – St. Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 
 

 

2011 Chapter Shows 
 
March 5 - St. Louis Suburban, MO, St. Ann Community 
Center 
April 2 - Mason City, Iowa, North Iowa Area CC (2 shows) 
 
April 2 - Hays, KS chapter, Beach Schmidt Performing 
Arts Center on the Fort Hays State University campus (2 
shows) 
 
April 30 - Davenport, Iowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall  
 
                                            

                                            Society Events 
 
August 1-8, 2010 – Harmony University/Directors College 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
 
October 8-10, 2010 - CSD Fall Convention 
Mason City, Iowa 
 
January 25 -20, 2011 – Midwinter International 
Convention, Las Vegas, Nev. 
 
Feb 4-6, 2011 – CSD Leadership Academy 
Site to be determined 
 
April 8-10, 2011 – CSD Spring Convention 
Columbia, Mo. 
 
 
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request  
show date 
 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
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