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KC Metro sweeps
CSD Championships

"#H ! $ # %

The 2009 Central States District Chorus Champions, Cenél Standard under the direction of Mike Neff,
Photo courtesy of Jayne Morden.
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End the year
with a bang and
double your

success in 2010
By Don Blank,
CSD President

By the time you read this,
2009 will be winding down.
Hopefully, you have met all of
the goals that you set for this year, and you're baskirthe
glow of finishing a successful year. But what's that yoyPsa
You're just a little short of reaching the level tlyau set at
the beginning of the year? Well, don’t despair—you can still
make 2009 a good year. If you're having a chapter Christmas
party, why not consider inviting guests? What bettee tim
have new prospects sing with you than at a Christmas, party
when well known carols are the order of the day. H#Zndame
thing with your Christmas program. Or use the opporyunit
ask old members back to join you for either of thesatsve
You make them feel important when you ask them to beta pa
of your barbershop Christmas.

Many of you were in attendance at our Fall Convenition
Lincoln, Neb. If you were there, either competing ost |
enjoying the convention, you know the excitement of great
competition, and the indescribafllébute to the Champions
on Saturday night. There are great stories about the
competition and the Tribute elsewhere in this copy of the
Serenade For those of you that weren’t in Lincoln, reading
about it isn’t the same as being there, but it willegyou a
sense of what a convention is all about. Why not npddes
right now toSioux City in April of 2010. The competition
will be held in a beautifully restored theatre, and tivatebe
lots of things for people to do that aren’t competindnereé
was a Gospel Chorus in Lincoln for non-competitors, \sasl
very successfulJim Bagby has a whole bagful of things for
barbershoppers and smaller groups to do that should befa lo
fun. You'll hear more about this in the future.

By now, you should have held your elections, and sent in
your results. If you haven't, do it as soon as possildle are
making out Leadership Academy (LA, formerly called
COTS) much more user friendly this year, by holding itfem
first week-end in February in St. Joseph, MO. One ef th
constant complaints in the past was that the LA shbeld
more fun. We have listened and acted! This year llitstairt
on Friday night with informal singing and camaraderie,
starting when you get there, and going until whatever yioue
want to end. Saturday will be the LA, and then Gy
night, well have an old fashion afterglow, with erderient
by the top quartets in the district that will be attendirogp
Gun at the same time. Also on the Saturday night shitivis
one of the funniest quartets in the distriegtent Pending
from Kearney, Neb. They also sing very well! Ruin your
calendar right now and plaon having your new officers

attend. Plus, bring new barbershoppers, bedaasg Drown
puts on one of the be3be Barbershopperclasses around.

So finish 2009 with a bang, and then plan to double the
success and double the fun in 2010! Always remember that no
chapter ever stays the same. You are either getstigrpor
sliding backwards. Make sure that your chapter is moving
forward in 2010

International Semifinalist Quartet
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308
eric@3menandamelody.com
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339

brad@3menandamelody.com

Cool Chords. Flexible Fees.

2009 Central States District Quartet Champion
2009 BHS International Quarter-Finalist

SkylineQT@gmail.com
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Photos from the CSD Fall Convention

Photos courtesy of Jayne Morden

Skyline, the 2009 CSD Quartet Champions

High Mileage, the CSD senior quartet representative for
the Mid-Winter International Convention in Tampa, Fla.

Indigo Nights, the 2009 CSD Novice Quartet Champions




Deadlocked, 2009 CSD Super Novice Champs

CSD Membership VP Mike Scott (right) presents Dale
Schultz with his 60-year membership pin.




Most Improved Chorus, the Davenport Chordbusters undethe direction of Dean Sellers.

Jim Bagby, right, presents Dale Comer, an award from the Serenade Edit(_)r David_Haase, right, presents two plagues

International Judging Committee for Dale’s 25-year to Karen Nanninga, editor of the Manhattan chapter

service in contest and judging. bulletin, InCider Press Karen was honored for having the
best CSD Online Bulletin in 2008 and for placing® in
PROBE's International Online Bulletin Contest in 2009.




Metro KC records
historic victory;
Skyline tops
quartet field

By Jim Bagby, District
C&J Administrator

For the first time since the Central States District
established the plateau system in 1990, a Plateau A chorus
contestant has claimed the CSD championshipentral
Standard, with 32 singers on stage, became the first non-
AAA winner Oct. 10 in one of the highlights of a busy,
entertaining and highly successful CSD fall convention a
Lincoln, Neb

It was a championship sweep wHgkyline, representing
the sameMetro Kansas City Chapter, Kansas City and
Greendale, Wis., claimed the 2009 CSD quartet title.
Members of the new champs, top down, Jake Pirner, Tim
Zielke, Josh Umhoefer and Mike Louque (rhymes with
duke).

Fremont, Neh, was runner-up in the chorus contest,
claiming the first AAA title in the Pathfinder history,
close behind Central Standard and just ahead of Kansas City
Heart of America Chorus. Mike Neff's winning group
averaged 81.5ete Stibor's Fremont forces 80.3 ardavid
Krause's HOA group 79.3, putting both in line for possible
wildcard bids to the 2010 Society convention next July in
Philadelphia.

Other honors during the weekend included the Novice
Championship being claimed bgdigo Nights from Mason
City. The quartet is anchored by veteRiner City Chorus
director Jayson Ryner showing his range on bass, but with
three of his students competing for the first tin@harles
Carrier, John Chambers and Brad Willman. The quartet
finished 10th in a field of 31 competitors to top a fielceiht
novice quartets.

Qualifying tops among eight senior foursomes and
earning the right to represent CSD at the January 20%i8t$oc
Mid-Winter Convention in Tampa, Fla., was a brand-raewd
widespread quartejigh Mileage, composed of.yle Wyly,
Kansas City; Gary Drown, Kearney, Neb;Jim Bagby,
Kansas City, and Dale Comer, Lincoln.

The 2009 Hall of Fame inductee announced by last year's
honoree,Bill McLaurine of St. Charles, is immediate past
CSD presidenDon Fuson of the Kansas City and Overland
Park chapters. Don continues as district events andcfala
review chairman, but even a partial list of his chgplestrict
and Society accomplishments would fill up the rest of this
issue.

#

The weekend built to a logical and thundering conatusio
that was the brainchild of District Presidéddn Blank, who
wanted to present and honor ti&. Charles gold-medal
tandem of theAmbassadors of Harmonyand Crossroads,
following their historic victories on the same day amight
this July in Anaheim. That meant compressing ther8ayu
competition schedule in Lincoln, which was complicated by
the large number of quartets in the Friday field (eviesr &vo
scratches).

But the judges soldiered gamely on. Given the
opportunity to rest up Saturday night before the final gqtiart
evaluations or take in the lollapalooza show, every bem
but one of the triple panel showed up to join the repeated
standing ovations for the gold medalistiéocal Spectrum,
the third member of the AOHFour Horsemen" musical
attack, joined brilliantly in the performancgiece de
resistance. (Basso/arm-waverJim Henry alone can be
considered the fourth Horseman, and I'm sure Frank Leahy
would be delighted to have him!)

The show featured three separate sets by AOH,
sandwiched around dazzling five-song performances by
Crossroads and Vocal Spectrum, plus the championship
shots by Central Standard and Skyline. The 2,300-seat Lied
Center was virtually full, including a few hundred Youth
Harmony guests of the hard-working host Lincoln Chapter.

Rounding out the top five in the chorus contest were
Mason City, which took home the Plateau AA trophy, and
Linn County Metro in fifth place. Fremont also claimed the
most-improved title in AAA. In AA Davenport was the
most-improved winner by an eyelash ok&arney.

Des Moineswas just six points back of Linn County in
sixth place. And from my perspective as the C&J guy, the
best news was that none of our 14 choruses scored lower tha
a 61. That's a solid B. | go to other districts with
a comparable size chorus field and know that therebsilat
least several C-level (or lower) choruses. And wetduave
any qualifications for our fall contest. Way to g&

The same can be said of the quartet field. Tleeage
scoring range from top to bottom, 31 quartets, was 79.5 to
49.8. That's just under an A to no worse than mid-Qat t
lowest. The law of averages says there ought to baira t
wreck in there somewhere. Mid-C is the judging rule of
thumb for a quartet you'd be generally be glad to haveoan y
chapter show. In other words, although we probabfyuse
more coaching in CSD, the judges were happy with the
scoring level and the response of all our competitors

District history acdim Nugent confirms one other note
of interest: Central Standard is the smallest chorwgitdify
for international since thémerican Barberboysearned a
wildcard berth in 1997. The St. Joseph chorus had 28 on
stage, then went to Atlanta with 37 singers and placed 11th.
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Don Fuson honored with

As you can see Don has given his talents and timénéor t
betterment of his chapters, our district, and our Spciet

Hall of Fame Award

By David Haase, Serenade Editor

This year thelurassic Larks, John Marshall, and Bill
McLaurine had the task of selecting an honoree for the 2009
CSD Hall of Fame Award. This year’s selecti@gn Fuson
has made an enormous impact to his chapters, the Central
States District, and our Society.

Don has been a barbershopper since 1999 and is a member
of the Overland Park, Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri
chapters Among the offices Don has served his chapters are:
President, Chapter Member at Large, Bulletin Editor and i
currently a Chapter Show Chairman.

As a district competitor Don is a member with theart
of America Chorus (HOA) which was crowned district
chorus champion in 2004 and 2005. He also competed at the
international level with HOA. Don also sings bargoim the
guartetHomeward Bound.
Don has served as

For the Central States District,

President, Executive VP, COTS Coordinator, and CSLT VP.
He currently serves the district as Immediate Pastiderss
Events VP, Chapter Counselor, and SOP Reviewer.

Bill McLau'rine, right, presents Don Fuson with the 2009
CSD Hall of Fame Award. Photo by Dave Haase.

Don has served the Barbershop Harmony Society as
member and chairman of the Society CSLT committee,
member of the Society Operations Team, moderatohef t
District  Presidents, and as a member of the
Visioning/Leadership Task Force. He currently serves on the
HQ APTIFY/eBiz Team, the Society CSLT committee and i
candidate for the role as Contest Administrator.

Don has also been honored as Society COTS Coordinator
of the Year, Society Leadership Track Facilitator of Year,
Chapter Barbershopper of the Year, and as CSD
Barbershopper of the Year in 2004.

Congratulations to Don Fuson for a well deserved hbnor!

PATENT PENDING

A Top 10 District Quartet
Who Loves To Make ‘Em Laugh!

Call Gary: 308-236-2083

jdrown@kearney.net

Central States District
elects new officers

At this year’s House of Delegates meeting three position
the Central States District Board were up for electio
Secretary Mark FuernissandTreasurer Paul Cartwright
ran unopposed and were confirmed for their position for
another two-year term.

The position of Board Member at Large had two candsdate
for the House of Delegates to choose frdrR, Marshall of
lowa City, lowa andJeremy Albright of Joplin, MO . After

a vote by the House of Delegates, J.P. Marshall watedlas
Board Member at Large.

J.P. is a member of lowa City and St. Charles chats

has served on the lowa City board for more than 10 years i
almost all positions including Youth In Harmony Chairma
and President. He has also served as the Assistane@m

Chairman for the spring conventions of 2006 and 2008 held in

lowa City.

J.P. is currently serving the CSD as: Harmony Fouoiat
Program Administrator, lowa Area Coordinator, and apBita
Counselor.



What a great
convention!!!

By Dean Beckman
CSD Convention
Chairman

What a great weekend In
Lincoln, Neb. for all those who
were able to attend! A very large
“Thank You” needs to go out to the entire Host Chapter
Convention Team chaired ®ruce Anderson Convention
planning often begins one or two years prior to the schedule
event and this year we threw a curve ball at the Lmtshm
four months prior to the start of the conventionalsiking that
the entire convention be restructured to be able td tie
special Saturday night “Tribute Show”. The Lincoln tetawok
this in stride and reshaped everything to make the Tribute
Show work! Thanks cannot be said enough to them and their
gallant efforts!

It was a Great Convention! | am sure theg thessage will
be given many times throughout this edition of 8eeenadel
simply repeat what others are saying.
Congratulations to all the competitors. Everyone dglper
job and deserves an extra round of applause for their hard
work and accomplishments.

| apologize to all the winners for not being abl@roperly
acknowledge their accomplishments from the contest stage b
either allowing them to sing a song and/or receive phiyo
and the accolades of the audience but time constraints we
tremendous due to the restructuring of the convention. We
hope to rectify this at the upcoming Spring and/or Fall
Convention!

Thanks to all the attendees to this conventiowels |
know that due to the time changes during this convention that
there was less time to socialize or grab a biteat | think
that we can all agree that the trade off by havingTitieute
Show was well worth the changes.

I would like to take just a moment to thank an important
member of the district convention teaBob Schuermanhas
been the House Chairman for the last six years. Bkbasn
for his friendly greeting of everyone who enters
into the house. Bob has decided to retire from the coivent
team and he will be much missed.

We have several positions open on the districveraiion
team (take note elsewhere in Berenadehis notice). If you
have an interest in serving on the team, please contact

Plans are already underway for the Spring Cororerio
be held in Sioux City, lowa on April 23- 25, 2010. There are
some great things being planned Byn Bagby for the
convention which will include some fun judging by the

audience and some possible singing opportunities for non-
competitors. Keep a lookout from more information fréim!

I hope to see you all in Sioux City next April and
remember if you wish to serve the district on the vemtion
Team, please contact me.

The CSD needs you!!!

| hope you had opportunity to enjoy the excite
and thrill of being in Lincoln for the CSD Fgll
Convention. One word description. AWESOME!

person that enjoys planning, programming jnd
being involved in the process from the ground lgvel
up? If you are interested in providing the CSD his
kind of volunteer service then | need to hear fijpm

you. We currently have three positions open orjthe
District Convention Team: House Chairman,
Stage Chairman, and Harmony Market Place
Chairman. If you would like to learn more abojt
these positions and discuss opportunity [ffor
involvement therPLEASE contact me as soon [s
possible.

Dean Beckman
CSD Conventions Chairman
907 E 4" st.

Vinton, IOWA 52349
Home - 319-472-2882
Cell — 319-560-1737

deanancy78@msn.com
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2009 Fall Convention, a

convention you'll always

remember
By Don Blank, CSD President

When the announcement was made on Saturday night in
Anaheim that theCrossroads quartet had joined fellow
Central States District competitor, th&mbassadors of
Harmony (AOH), as international champions the wheels
started turning that night to feature them both at thmedln
fall convention. Could we have a show in Lincoln \ugrof
their accomplishment in Anaheim? One positive was lea
had a venue, the Lied Center in Lincoln that would provide us
the stage and seat capacity to put on a great showthérgal
question was time, how not to shortchange the regular fa
convention events, and have Saturday night for a spsrtd
featuring our new international champions.

The first hurdle was the competition—could we have it
completed by 6 p.m. Saturday nighiim Bagby, our Contest
and Judging VP, said yes. The second challenge was the

year’s international competition, as well as our distguartet
championsSkyline, also sang on the show.

So those of you who did attend will go home and try to
share the experience with those barbershoppers that'tuare
Lincoln. But you're not going to be able to come cltse
expressing what you heard and saw that Saturday night. It is
not too far wrong to say that tiieibute to the Champions
was one of those barbershop experiences that will neer
forgotten, nor will it ever be matched. When the @wgn
ended with the AOH presenting their competition package,
andJim Henry leading the chorus and the audience in “Keep
the Whole World Singing”, no one walked out of the Lied
Center, we all floated out on cloud nine.

So conventions will come and go, but Lincoln in 2009 will
always be the one that you remember, thanks to our a&entr

States  District and International =~ Champions--the
Ambassadors of Harmony, Crossroads, and Vocal
Spectrum.

Ambassadors and Crossroads—could they both be in Lincoln?
Even though they had put their heart and soul (plus more than
a few dollars) into the international convention, thegrav
willing to come to celebrate their victory in Anahewth the
entire Central States District. Plus, they said tey another
quartet that could come along calls¥@cal Spectrum, the
2006 International Quartet Champions, and would we be
interested in having them come along? It didn't take ltm
answer that question.

So it was full speed ahead. There had to be an additiona
charge to the registration to pay for extra expensesthaiit
$12 charge was probably the best investment that anyone
could ever make to be in attendance at the Saturday night
show.

So a name was selected—Fribute to the Champions—
and we were on our way. There were a ton of probliais
had to be overcome, blitean Beckmanand his convention
team; Jim Bagby and the judgesBruce Anderson and the
host chapter.incoln Continentals; they all met those dozens
of challenges head on and did it with a smile.

Then came the show on Saturday night. There iwano
that one can describe the experience of sitting in tldeeace,
and seeing that performance! The Lied Center was fitled t
the rafters, AOH, Crossroads and Vocal Spectrum gave the
show of their lives, and the audience responded—boy, did
they respond. Our preshow estimate of a show plannech to
1 % hours was closer to 2 hours, and there is no doebt th
longer time was due to standing ovations. The

barbershoppers, 500 student guests, and the general public thi .

could get tickets loved every minute of the shdventral

Standard, our district chorus champion that qualified for next
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Convention Planning and
Looking Ahead to Sioux City

By CSD Convention Team

Dean Beckman, Convention Chair
Lonnie Miner, Convention Registrations
Larry Warrick, Convention Housing
Don Fuson, Events VP

Thanks to all the quartet contacts and those very iraprt
chorus managers who worked so hard to get all the registrat
and housing forms in on time for our Lincoln convention.
What a dandy it was. The coordination of four registrations
and housing, much less the coordination for the wholeusho
and families/guests, must be one toughest jobs in thie.wor

The local contact has to gather the room needs, gtiber
registration information, collect the money or aaseknow
how much each person owes the chorus, file the paper work
and make sure the treasurer sends the money. If itimsph
time, prices change.

Each one of us who is shepherded by one of these folks
should thank them for taking care of all your whims. TISDC
registration and housing jobs might be considered “"easy"
when compared to the local coordination.

The quartet and chorus as a whole makes the decision to
go to contest. Then each member has to make the t¢oranti
to follow up, learn their part, and make arrangements \vih t
wife and kids on who is going and who is staying homeh Wit
the economy the way it is, another question is wiaeeeyou
staying!

The Convention Team tries to negotiate the most
reasonable rates at the places that can also handighéavgr
we need. Several hours through multiple contacts wiéh th
planning team and hotels to coordinate rooms and housing
lists will be required.

The registration area must be large enough to allow our
many CSD attendees to find their badges and also ask last
minute questions. CSD knows that proper signage at the
event, and multiple channels for pre-publishing the conventio
schedule is very important.

The housing chair has to be available to help coordinate
any oversights on the part of the hotel, or in a fesesaon
the part of the members whose housing forms wereoiost
incomplete or never sent!

The contracts for the hotel meeting rooms are dependent
upon early planning and some assurances of hotel room
nights. Some hotels charge for each table used for
registration, hospitality, history room and marketplaceas.

This is not a trivial amount and CSD works to keep your
convention costs low.

Additional rooms are needed for singing venues for on-
the-fly events such as Tag Singing and AHSOW. Once the
contest is started, critical space is planned forigyaaint
pictures, and that is another contract to arrange sufficient
lighting for quality results. We try and have two warm-up
rooms available to give the contestants space during the
pattern before heading off to the backstage area and ¢ivem b
brought on-stage to sing in a timely manner with the awdie
waiting to applaud their efforts.

These requirements for "other space" needs are covgred b
the hotel room nights, emphasizing a point that underlies
convention planning one more time.

If we would have to pay for each of the rooms, and then
allow each convention attendee to find their own dglee)
housing, it is estimated that the overall registraopense
would have to double or triple ($90 or more) to cover the
increased cost for individual room rentals.

Combining our total room needs (meeting, displays and
sleeping) into a headquarters hotel is beneficial. When w
cannot accommodate every quartet, chorus and member at a
single hotel, then the "early pool" concept for housing
assignment takes place. That is a reason to get thes whol
registration and housing package ready and sent in early. Yes
even the CSD Convention team hasto register for the
conventions.

We are going to be in Sioux City for the Spring
Convention in April 2010. The Spring Convention is usually
lower in attendance and that is what the CSD Convetdzm
is planning again, but we would like to have the challenge of
enough advance registration and housing forms to be favced t
look to spread to other hotels in the area.

With additional opportunities for small choruses to
combine and patrticipate, along with the qualificatifmrsour
fine CSD quartets to move on to the International Quarte
Contest in Philadelphia in July 2010, the Spring Convention
should be a good one.

Covered walkways between the headquarters hotel and the
Orpheum Theatre are ready for your use! The Sioux City
Chorus is already planning on who is doing what. We urge
each of us to plan to attend and enjoy the support that the
Sioux City chapter will be providing.
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Thanks from Skyline

Greetings, CSD!

It is such an honor to be named the 2009 CSD Qua
Champions! Lincoln was a special weekend for us,
especially to have our brothers in Central Standaad
HOA there to cheer us on!

We know that becausgkyline is a long distance quartet, you may not know all of us — seame to take an opportunity
to briefly introduce the quartet (as pictured left to figand tell you how we met...

Our baritone,Josh Umhoefer lives in the metro Milwaukee area of Wisconsin, andka/dor a chain of family-
owned Hallmark stores. He is a member of the MidwesVExpress Chorus of Greendale, Wisc.

Our bassMike Louque, lives in the metro Kansas City area, and makesvniglas a Network Engineer. You
may remember him as the bass of Split Decision — the 2008ND8iDe Champs. Mike also sings bass in
Central Standard.

Our lead,Tim Zielke, lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and works as a Videoergricing Specialist for a major
law firm. He sings with Josh in the “MVE”".

Our tenor,Jake Pirner, lives in metro Kansas City and is a professional.pilbe was the tenor of Split Decision
in 2008, and sings in the front row of Central Standard.

The most common thing people ask us is how we met. ddalyy met at Harmony University in 2008, and happened to
sing a few tags together. We thought the sound was greatanted to give it a real shot. We sang agairepteésnber
in Des Moines, lowa, and we haven't stopped since!

The next most common question we get is where do we refseaddew often. We typically get together to rehearse
about once a month — meeting in Milwaukee or Kansas-Qitidwest Airlines has become a close friend of ours in the
last year!

In April, we were proud to have been selected to reptatie CSD at the International Contest, and hopewsoe as
pleased as we were with our28lace finish in Anaheim!

We would like to send a few “Thank You” wishes to:
- TheLincoln, Neb. and Springfield, Mo. chapters for putting together such great conventions;
The entireCentral States District, and President Don Blankor your support at Prelims, International, and of
course, this weekend'’s District Contest;
Our brothers irCentral Standard, HOA, and Midwest Vocal Express Choruss andthe Land O’Lakes
District (our second home!);
Our families and friends who have supported us wholeheartedly every step of the way;
Our coachesPaul Wolf, Marty Lovick, Kim Hulbert, Kevin Keller, Grant Wi Ison, and the irreplaceabfob
Mance — we would not be where we are without you!

The members of Skyline pledge to do our best to represedistiniet in a professional, positive way.

We hope to have an opportunity to sing for you soon — cheoltusy visitingwww.skylinegt.confor show details; or
come to the Central Standard Show on Novemb®rRdr more details go teww.centralstandard.net

Thanks for making this weekend one we will never forget!

Jake — Tim — Josh — Mike
2009 CSD Quartet Champions
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WANTED — BARBERSHOPPERS MEMBERS AND OFFICERS
By Harvey Kiser

Barbershop Members, Leaders and Officers — LEADERSHIP ACADEMIES for YOU !l

Nov. 14 — CSD/ILL Joint Leadership Academy for St. Louis area — 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in

Charleston, lllinois

Jan. 9 — CSD/ILL Joint Leadership Academy for Eastern lowa/Quad Cities area — 8:30 a.m. to 5:00

p.m. in Rock Island, Illinois

Feb.5 — 7 — CSD Leadership Academy in St. Joseph, Missouri +++ A Barbershop Weekend Festival
Friday evening: 7:30 p.m. or whenever you arrive for TAG and FAVORITE Songs at Stoney Creek Inn

Saturday morning and afternoon: Registration 8:30 a.m. at Missouri Western State University
General Session to sing at 9 a.m.
Classes at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday evening: Time to Sing and Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Afterglow w/ ACE andTop Gun Quartets and Patent Pending 7 p.m.

Sunday morning: Breakfast time to plan 2010 Chapter Events/Programs
at Stoney Creek Inn with Faculty Facilitators

CLASSES FACILITATORS
President - John Marshall , lowa City, lowa
Treasurer - Larry Warrick , Des Moines, lowa
Secretary - Mark Fuerniss , Lincoln, Neb.
Membership - Mike Scott , Algona, lowa
Marketing and PR - Roy Rogers , Columbia, MO
YIH/Youth Festivals - Lonnie Miner , Hastings, Neb. and Resource person: Glen Larsen , Ft. Dodge, lowa
SOP - Ron Morden , Des Moines, lowa and Bob Frankenfeld , Greater Ozarks, Ark.
Joe Barbershopper (for new, newer and even older members) - Gary Drown , Kearney, Neb.
Music Team (Directors, Assistant Directors, Music & Performance VPs, and Sectional Leaders) —
Chuck Greene presenter of “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings”
Registration information will be coming soon to you and your chapter officers

CSD/lIllinois District Joint Leadership Academy Detals

Nov 14, 2009 - Charleston, IL
First Baptist Church, 2800 University Drive
Jan 9, 2010 - Rock Island, IL
Rock Island Holiday Inn, 226 17th Street Suite 1

$38 per attendee
8:30-9:00 Registrations
Lunch provided
4:30 adjourn
classes for Chapter Presidents, Secretaries, Treasuse Membership
other classes may be offered depending on pre-registratioegquests
Chapter Music/Performance, Marketing/PR, YIH/SAC, Events, Joe Barbershopper




Serenade

90 Days and Unfinished

Business plus Rupert’'s Nephew
Mike Scott
CSD Membership Program Administrator

| continue to receive emails and phone calls from my
brother barbershoppers reporting their positive feedback
as they continue to ramp up using Chuck Greene’s
COMPELLINGLY ATTRACTIVE CHAPTER MEETINGS
(CACM). It's absolutely awesome!

Chuck Greene provided our chapters with a
blueprint for success based on his own successes as
the Director of his own chapter. (refer to Harvey Kiser’s
article for specific details).

It's been approximately 90 days since 128 CSD
members attended Chuck’s workshop. It's great to hear
the multitude of success stories out there. Chapters are
becoming better organized, mixing up activities each
week, preparing and sending out their next chapter's
practice schedule ahead of time, etc. — so members
know what's expected for next week = increased
productivity!

By improving our chapter's singing quality,
organizational skills, identifying and nurturing future
leaders, etc. —we're setting the table for success!

As Chuck Greene stated: “It's crucial to do the many
little things successfully”

For those of you who missed the opportunity
to attend the first CACM workshop — we have good
news! The blockbuster Barbershop Weekend
Festival is where you wantto  be the first weekend in
Eebruary in St. Joseph .

Chuck Greene’s CACM workshop will be a part of
the Leadership Academy/Top Gun/ACE weekend.

Potential new chapter ?

| had the pleasure of attending a gathering of male
singers in Neola, lowa on Oct. 15", A shout out goes to
the Happiness Express (Denison, lowa) guys who are
sponsoring the Neola group. Bob Brockhoff is the local
barbershopper spearheading the effort and Jerry
Peterman is the temporary director. Keep up the good
work, guys!!

O.C. Cash and Rupert Hall , as we all know founded
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. / BHS.

One of the special guests attending that evening and
had the honor of meeting - was Traverse Hall, Rupert's
nephew ! See you in St. Joseph - for the Feb 5~7 CSD
weekend barbershop festival.

Travis Hall, Rupert Hall's nephew, visit's the Neola, bwa
gathering to start a new chapter. Travis’ Uncle Rupert is
the co-founder of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

50 Years of Harmony

I
B,

Crnbelt Chrus
o0th Anniversary Show
March 27,2010
O.B. Laing Middle School

Featuring Join the Cornbelt
Chapter Quartets: — Chorus as we celebrate
Stateline Celebration  is milestone in our
Destination history.
Classic Act Two Shows —

For Tickets Contact: Jason Holt
712-260-0862
1aagteacher(@hotmail.com




Attention Editors: CSD Bulletin

Editor of the Year Contests
By Dave Haase, Serenade Editor

Now is the time to enter the 2009 CSD Bulletin Editbrthe
Year contest. Just for review, there were some chahgé$?ROBE
made last year that you need to be aware of.

First of all, you can enter only one division, hardcopy or
electronic (formerly called the online bulletin). Secondigly the
district winner in each division will advance to PROBE’s
international bulletin contests (IBC). If there are less th@ entries
then the highest scoring bulletins from the non-winnersadilance
to fill the vacancies. Thirdall entrants must be a member of PROBE

for both 2009, the year being judged, and 2010, the year of judging.

This is a very inexpensive membership, only $10 per year, and is
legitimate chapter expense. Only ONE (two-year) memigertsh
required for each person entering. Membership can be done anline
www.harmonize.com/PROBE

In order to qualify for the IBC, editors must have publishéd
least six issues of a monthly bulletin during the contest, yrasix
months of bulletins on a weekly or biweekly schedule.

Submission of HARDCOPY bulletins
Fill out and send a copy of the entry form (found on the PROB
website).

Monthly or bi-monthly : Six copies each of two consecutive months.

Bi-weekly: Six copies each of four consecutive issues, collated by
month.

Weekly: Six copies each of eight consecutive issues, collated by
month. Two copies of each issue must be “off the-pregsies,
while the others may be photocopies.

Send all hardcopy entries td:P. Marshall, 943 23rd Ave,
Coralville, lowa 52241, by January 1, 2010lf you have questions
please call 319-594-3706 or enjaimarshall@itimpressions.com

Submission of ELECTRONIC bulletins

The editor will email a copy of the entry form (awdle via the
PROBE website) with the two URL's of two consecutiventhly or
bi-monthly issues or four consecutive biweekly issues ghtei
consecutive weekly issues.

If the ELECTRONIC issues are on a Members Only page nkogi
and Passwords must be supplild. hard-copy print-outs or copies
on CDs will be accepted for ELECTRONIC judging.

To enter the electronic division, email a copy of theyefdrm
with the two URL's (they may be HTML or PDF files). @avid
Haase,quartetmandh@yahoo.comby January 1, 2010.

If you have any questions with the electronic division cginte
don't hesitate to contact Dave. His phone number is 563-391-6426 or
563-320-3501.

All winners will be announced at the Central States District
Spring Convention in Sioux City, lowa. Good luck to all!



Are Barbershoppers Getting
Their Money’s Worth?

By Harvey Kiser, Executive Vice President

Young men come to our chapter meetings and choose whether to
commit their discretionary time with us. Are members pointial
members getting the ‘best value’ for their time? Whabks men
and what makes them stay? How can we improve on our product and
grow our chapters?

Some went to the workshop on July 25 in St. Joseph, Mo.
wondering just what di€huck Greenehave to say that we had not
already heard before? He discussed and demonstrated, and we
learned that by changing chapter priorities, we can have
“Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings.”

Some suggested tools were:

During warm-ups -- maximize the singers’ looks of
success, happiness, ease and grace

Arc Singingis individualized audio and/or visual coaching
during part of a warm-up

During song rehearsals-- singers learn to uplift and
entertain audiences by visual portraying the mood of the song

Mini-Group Breakoutdor ear training and fine tuning by
four to eight singers with a mini-group coach

Attractive, successful and efficierquartet (or octet)-
promotionduring meetings to efficiently teach in-tune singing, vocal
production, style techniques and synchronization

Innovation Breakouts for a voice part sectional

"$

He demonstrated the tool afnovation breakouby having all
128 attendees from 28 chapters participate in these activitieme
activity, we all learned a new song in twenty minutes, aed tve
sang this song in four different ‘choruses’ on risers #f&rnoon.
Unbelievable? But we did it.

Chapter members can take active roles in the new scheine. A
each meeting members can be Watchers, Listeners, Audidi€nac
Audience Advocates, Entertainment Coaches, etc. on a robasis
These roles actively involve the members.

Well, Chuck’s chapter changed its priorities. In his chapter
Active members (those who are regular Tuesday night
singers) were 26, now 53
Average attendance of active members was 18, now 41
Average age of the active members has gone from 67 to 58
Percentage of visitors becoming chapter members has gone
from less than 10% to 70%
Men arrive at chapter meetings a half hour early to aimty
sing tags afterwards
Chapter members are singing, listening, watching, coaching
and directing the chorus — they do not consider themselvesibeing
competitive chorus, but in one that competes to improve.

Since the workshop, the anecdotal evidence is that CSD chapter
are starting to experience similar changes.

His points at the end of the day were that barbershop-styled
singing is still incrediblyworthwhile and barbershop harmony with
its constant overtones is théldck belt' of a cappella singing.

Notes from the CSD Secretary
By Mark Fuerniss

There has been some restructuring at the International. level
Society CEO Ed Watsonincluded a new Society schematic in his
report that is also listed separately under Convention Datisnos
the Members Only page on the District web site.

Questions regarding ASCAP licensing should now be directed to
Julie Grower. For 2009, the minimum annual ASCAP fee is $215.
Chapters should send a checkJtdie Cervantes 110 7 Ave N,
Nashville, TN 37203 if your chapter has put on a performamce i
2009. Continue sending the original and five copies of twosvs
clearance, BMI and ASCAP license application to me.

Barbershop Concert Benefits
Sioux Falls Children

By Tom Gannon

On August 2% the Sioux Emperians held a benefit concert for
two local programs that benefit children. The enthusiasigience
donated food, school supplies, and money for two programmgelp
children of our area, the Supply Our Students (SOS) progfahe
banquet and the Back Pack Program of the Community Food Bank.

After all sources of donations were tabulated, $2,973 plusral
bags of food and school supplies were providd@amera Jerke-
Liesinger coordinator of the SOS program noted that their portfon o

the donations would provide more than 90 back packs filled with
school supplies. Matt Gassen, of the community food bank
indicated that the donation to the food bank would provide mare th
ten students with food every Friday for the entire sthear.

Tom Gannon, Sioux Emperians President, said, “We are proud
to have helped in this small way and are very thankful todts f
who came to the concert and everyone who supported these
programs.

Sioux Emperians Treasurer Don Ditmanson and concert
organizer Dennis Miller present a checks to Matt Gassen
of the Community Food Bank.



Barbershoppers give “Command

Performance” for the military
By Paul Kelly

"
the group's founder, said it best: "We just love sharing our music
and honoring the service of our military men and women. They
seem to like what they hear because we keep getting invited
back!

In early 2008 two Omaha metro barbershoppeesl Kelly
and Mark Erikson was talking about barbershopping in the
hallway of United States Strategic Command, Offutt Air
Force Base Paul had been hired to sing the National Anthem at
a retirement ceremony and it occurred to them that a bhadpers
guartet would be a great way to provide a moving rendition of the
“Star-Spangled Banner” at the many ceremonies conducted at the
command.

Mark, a longtime barbershopper, held dual membership in the
Sarpy Serenadersand theFremont Pathfinders and knew a
couple of other singers from these choruses that also worked in
the same building. A new quartet was formed, but it became
obvious that non-conflicting schedules were going to be difficult
They needed more singers to add flexibility to the grouthep
sent out a notice for singers to join them.

Ten singers answered the call, mostly active duty and retired
military members. They learned the Barbershop Harmony
Society rendition of the “Star-Spangled Banner”, and on October
10th, 2008, Command Performance performed at its first
ceremony. It was a resounding success and word quickly spread.
The group added other patriotic music including the “Armed
Forces Medley” to their repertoire.

LET US HEP YA'!

O Jim Ol Keith Ol Dan Ol Bruce
1...FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX
2...CHEAPER THAN MAX Q
3...Take up less room than

HOT AIR BUFFOONS

4...Better looking than O.C. TIMES
(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)

2001 CSD Senior champs
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists

Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771
kschweer@kc.rr.com

Command Performance sings the” Star-Spangled Banner” at
the US Strategic Command 2009 Submarine BalPhoto
provided by Paul Kelly.

In 2009 Command Performance added a web page on the
internal command website to increase exposure. Members have
come and members have gone, but Command Performance
continues to provide quality music at ceremonies, conferences,
and formal events across the Command.

In all, the group has performed for over 30 ceremonies of all
types: retirements, promotions, dinners, conferences. One
highlight in the summer of 2008 was singing at a naturalization
ceremony inducting over 50 new United States citizens. The
group recently sang at the opening ceremony of a large
Cyberspace Symposium in Omaha in front of over 1500 people
and at the 109 Annual Submarine Ball. The commander of
United States Strategic Command has heard the group sing at
many ceremonies and is an enthusiastic supporter. Paul Kelly,

Trails West Barbershop Chorus

harvests laughs at show
By Dale Ellis

The Trails West Barbershop Chorusheld its 9" annual Harvest
of Harmony entitled “Barbershoppin’ Broadway” on Octob&tiB
Olathe, Kansas. The show featured selections from Broashays
including “Ain’t Misbehavin™, “Do You Hear the People Sing?”
“Bring Him Home”, “Singin’ in the Rain” and many more.

One of our newest memberBDave Garrett, soloed with his
quartet — “Nothin’ to Get Married To” — in the famous “Oldam
River”. Feature quartets included CSD’s olwstenUp! with some
incredible harmony including “Sometimes” (to the tune of
“Always”). Our headliner group was the fabulous and unforbkita
harmony and antics of the Sweet Adelinedss“Company.” They
left the audience laughing uproariously.

The chorus’ next public appearance is planned for the Olathe
“Winterfest” when the town comes together for a communityewi
winter celebration. If you're in the Olathe area on Demamd”,
please stop by the City Hall in downtown area — we'll be theso
serenading.



Prairie Fire performs at
Heartspring’s 75" Gala

Anniversary Celebration
By Barry Barlow

Last March, our chapter presideBill Reagan and | met
with Heartspring to discuss the possibility of using their
auditorium as a new chapter rehearsal venue. They were
astounded at the timing of our phone call because thegy wer
just beginning the planning for their "7%ala Celebration to
be held in September and wanted to include
barbershoppers in their evening’s activities. They been
going through boxes in their storeroom and had found a
multitude of photographs and memorabilia of the many
guartets that had visited the campus throughout the years.

the

In 1964 thelnstitute of Logopedics was named as the
national service project 06.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. The society
contributed over $16 million from 1964 to 2000 which helped
greatly in the construction of their expanded, updateditiacil
The Institute of Logopedics, renametkartspring in 1993,
moved to its current location in 1998 to northeast Wichita,
Kansas.

During our brainstorming session in March we decided
that we would resurrect “We Sing That They Shall Speak”
which would be performed during their gala. It was later
decided in August that a quartet could best fill their needs so
my new quartetPrairie Fire, began to relearn the song.

Prairie Fire sings at Heartspring’s 78" Anniversary Gala.
From left to right: Ben McDaniel, Matt Webber, Barry
Barlow, and Greg Yarnell.

The black-tie affair occurred on September” 14 the
Wichita Hyatt Regency Hotel. Prairie Fire, attending a
representatives of the Society, was treated like rnpyhie
entire evening. Heartspring is truly grateful for thengngears
of generosity from the society. Many society quartteis the
opportunity to visit Heartspring and entertain the staftl

children when they were in town to headline the ahnua
Wichita barbershop show.

Past resident-students and a mother of a current resident
spoke during the evening’s activities espousing the inceadibl
results of the Heartspring staff and curriculum in overiog
some of the most difficult learning disabilities a clo&h face.
Barbershoppers can be very proud of the results achieved
using the money donated over those 35 years — | know the
Heartspring staff is.

As a side note, the crowd wasn't content with justahe
song so we ended up doing a mini-show after the band was
encouraged to take a union break!



Bulletin Browsing
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus

Editor Karen Nanninga's September issue dhCider
Pressbrings the sad news that the members of the Manhattan
Chapter "were all saddened (by) the loss of our good friend
and loyal chapter membédreo Dreiling, last week. He had a
tough battle with cancer, and cancer won. The chomng 3a
last tribute to Leo at his memorial service and aisduneral.

He will be missed. We extend our sympathy and condatence
to Leo's family in their loss of a husband, fatherd an
grandfather.

| was quite surprised to read from the July edition of the
Siouxland Saga Edited bySharon Ocker, that "tonight is
probablyLynn (Trapp's) last time in directing our chorus.
His leaving definitely creates a huge hole in our groue H
has directed our chorus for about seven years. Among his
many accomplishments are: gave us a new appreciation for
tags; introduced a host of different ways to warm up
effectively; pushed us into a lot more expression ---atians
in speed and volume; helped us understand the barbershop
‘craft’ like never before; had interesting ways of moddyihe
music; taught new songs so very well with his clearpitch
voice; set a good example by attending barbershop workshops
whenever he could and making practice fun. There are lots
more.

We will miss him greatly and wish (him) and his wifeeth
very best on days to come. Thanks, Lynn. You certainly
filled more void than you now create by leaving."

But a close examination of the July, August, September
and October issues of the Sioux City Chapter's newsletter
disclose no installation of a new music director.hi® list of
chapter officers, Sharon indicates tldatry Forbes is their
interim director.

This article, byLyle Schwery, in the OctobeHarmony
Overtones edited byRobert Uy, caught my eye. The title
was "Singing to a Captive Audience." To reproduce the
article for the Serenade, here goes: "The Two By fuartet
(Maynard Guild, Gene Zeimet, Mike Shepherd and Lyle
Schwery) presented a volunteer performance at the lowa
Women’s' Correction Institution on July 14 to a captive
audience. They performed several old stand-bys suchhas *
Old Songs' and 'Down Our Way' and demonstrated how the
barbershop style works with 'My Wild Irish Rose,” and
performed some religious medleys.

"A bit of humor created a festive atmosphere. The
audience really seemed to enjoy listening to 'Aura Lee,
'‘Sentimental Journey' and 'Can You Feel the Love Tonight?'

Several of the audience members were even singing alo
with some of those songs. A standing ovation produced an
encore, and the quartet finished with 'Wait Til The Sun
Shines, Nellie." As they departed, the members of the
audience expressed their gratitude and asked for a repeat
performance in the near future.”

The front page oDick Kury's August issue oBy-Lines
reports that theGentlemen of Sound now have a new
director,Mark Keever, who will replaceDon Campbell, who
has retired after fifteen years of arm-waving for thel8uis
chapter.

In an editorial, there is an announcement that Mark has
begun directing on August 1. There is a short item which
describes Mark's barbershop background. "Much like Don,
Mark began barbershopping at the age of 12 and hasn't let up
since. Mark is baritone section leader for the 'Asshaors of
Harmony' and has just won a Gold Medal in the 2009
International Contest in Anaheim with tifembassadors of
Harmony. He sings in a barbershop quartet called
Progression He is also in a mixed quartet with his wife,
Lynda, and Ann and Kevin Keller. Lynda is also a Gold
Medal champ of theFour Betty’'s of Sweet Adeline's
International.

Chapter Bulletin Editors
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Society for the Preservation and Encouragement
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America
Barbershop Harmony Society

Central States District — Kansas City Chapter
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Kansas City, MO 64145
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District and Society Calendar

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately Fefmary 1, 2010

2009 - 2011 Chapter Shows

Nov 7 Leavenworth, KS, Nettie Hartnett School (2 shows)
Nov 14 Hastings, NE, Masonic Center (2 shows)

Nov 21 Kansas City Metro, MO, Unity Temple (2 shows)
Nov 21 Winner, SD, Westside Elementary School

Nov 28 Beatrice, NE, Hevelone Center

Dec 5, Kansas City, MO, Unity Village (2 shows)

Dec 5, St. Louis No. 1, Jefferson College in Hillsbor&]O.
Dec 5, Columbia, MO, The Historic Missouri Theatre
Dec 6 Wichita, KS, Scottish Rite Temple

Dec 11-13 St Charles, MO, Touhill Theater

Dec 12 Florissant Valley, MO, Florissant Civic Centre
Feb 27, 2010, lowa City, lowa, Englert Theatre

Mar 6, 2010, St. Louis Suburban, MO, St. Ann
Community Center

Mar 20, 2010, Kansas City, MO, Yardley Hall on the
Johnson County Community College campus, (2 shows)

March 26-27, 2010 Fremont, NE, Fremont H.S. (3 shows)
March 27, 2010 Algona, lowa (2 shows)

April 10, 2010,Kearney, NE, Merryman Performing Arts
Center.

April 10, 2010, Milbank, SD, Milbank High School

April 10, 2010 Mason City, lowa, NIACC - Mason City
April 10, 2010 Ft. Hays, KS, Beach-Schmidt Performing
Arts Center (2 shows)

April 17, 2010, Davenport, lowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall
April 17, 2010 Fort Dodge, lowaJowa Central
Community College (2 shows)

May 1, 2010, McCook, NE, McCook City Auditorium

May 1, 2010, Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of the
Nazarene (2 shows)

May 1, 2010 Des Moines, lowa, Hoyt-Sherman Place
April 2, 2011 Mason City, lowa, NIACC - Mason City (2
shows)

Forward allfive (5) copies of Form 301¢Show Clearance and BMI License)
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society srlVMFuerniss to request
a show date.

Society Events

January 26- January 31, 2010 — Midwinter Convention, Tampa,
Florida

June 27 - July 4, 2010 — International Convention, Philadghia,
PA



