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“Fab Five” to Anaheim!! 
Crossroads, 3 Men and A Melody, High Definition, 

Skyline, and Noise Boys head to international 
 

Blue Notes Collegiate Quartet Champions 
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The 2009 Plateau A Champions, Central Standard under the direction of Mike Neff.  
Photo by Jayne Morden. Convention coverage begins on page 3.
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2009                   Oct 9-11 
2010 April 23-25 Oct 8-10 
2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
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What a great 
convention!! 
By Dean Beckman, 
CSD Convention Chairman 
 

What a great convention 
we had in Springfield! I 

absolutely have to thank Jay Caywood, Host 
Chairman, the Springfield chapter and their 
convention team for all the hard work they put into 
making this convention a huge success! We had 542 
in attendance with some of those being judges and 
VIP special complimentary. 

  
The competition was exceptional with five 

quartets --- yes that’s correct -- 5 quartets – 
qualifying for internationals in Anaheim this 
coming July! Can you think of any better reason to 
go to Anaheim this summer, but to support our CSD 
quartets compete at international? 

  
I know that you will be reading these highlights 

in other places in this publication but let me just 
briefly run through these results: 

  
Qualifying Quartets: 
1.      Crossroads 
2.      3 Men and A Melody 
3.      High Definition 
4.      Skyline 
5.      Noise Boys 

  
2+2 – 4 Harmony - Senior Quartet Champs 

  
Blue Notes - Collegiate Quartet Champs 

  
Central Standard (Kansas City Metro) - Class 
“A” Plateau Chorus Champs 

  
Cody Choraliers (Leavenworth, Kan.) - Most 
Improved Chorus 

  
I must also note and congratulate the Joplin 

chapter for coming to the contest stage after an 
absence of 20 years from competing!! What a great 
opportunity for them and joy for all of us at the 
convention to cheer them on.  

  

We were also delighted to have two chapters 
from the far reaches of Iowa make the long trip to 
southwest Missouri for the chorus contest. Algona 
placed second, averaging 70 to Central Standard’s 
78.  Iowa City was fifth, behind Wichita and 
Leavenworth, all three with solid “B” scores. 

 ��  
I hope that all choruses or quartets will plan to 

attend a future fall or spring convention. What a 
great opportunity to share in great music and 
receive judging comments to improve in your 
singing pleasure! 

  
Start your planning now for the Fall Convention 

to be held in Lincoln, Neb., October 9-11, 2009. 
The hotel reservation form is available in this 
edition of the Serenade and the registration form 
will be coming out soon. Remember that for 
the fall convention there is a “draw” for 
the hotel rooms. So, if you, your quartet 
or chorus is interested in staying in the 
headquarters hotel you must have your 
registration form to Larry Warrick by 
August 1. 

  
The Lincoln host team is already working to 

insure that this Fall Convention will be smooth as 
glass and that there will be a great deal of ringing 
chords and barbershop fellowship. Please don’t 
miss the fun! 

 
   

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 

 



�� �������������������������������������� ��� � ��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�� ������������������������������������������

“Fab Five” wow 
Springfield!! 
By Don Blank, 
CSD President 

 
What a fantastic convention 

in Springfield!  The Springfield 
chapter, under the leadership of 
Convention Chairman Jay 

Caywood did a superb job putting together one of the 
most pleasurable conventions that I can remember.  
Great job, guys!  Qualifying five quartets for the 
Anaheim International Convention speaks so well of the 
quality of our quartets in the Central States District.  We 
call these quartets our FAB FIVE , because they are our 
FABULOUS FIVE CSD QUARTETS!!   

  
I would hope that we can have a great contingent of 

CSD barbershoppers and supporters in Anaheim. And 
for those there, you just might see a sweep of the top 
awards as well as high placements for all of our 
representatives.  What a great time to be a Central States 
Barbershopper! 

 
Also, congratulations to our Plateau A Chorus 

champions, Central Standard, our Senior Quartet 
Champions, 2+2 - 4 Harmony, and our Collegiate 
Champions that will represent us in Anaheim, the Blue 
Notes! 

 
Kevin Barker  was named our 2008 Barbershopper 

of the Year for the CSD, an honor he richly deserved.  
Congratulate him next time you see him. 

 
Our qualifying quartets 
Photos by Jayne Morden 

Crossroads

 
3 Men and A Melody 

 

Hi Definition 
 

Skyline 
 
 

Photos continued on page 5
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The Noise Boys 
 
 

 
2+2-Four Harmony – Senior Quartet Champs 

 
 

Blue Notes – CSD Collegiate Champions

 
NEW CONTEST GETS 
MIXED REVIEWS IN 
SPRINGFIELD     
 By Jim Bagby,  
District C&J Administrator  
  

CSD had lots to be proud of at 
the spring contest and convention 
in Springfield last month.   Topping 

the list, of course, was the quartet competition outcome, which 
means our district will be a virtual shoo-in to bring home the 
gold in Anaheim.  How often does that happen these days?  
It's just a fact that Crossroads confirmed their status as a cut 
above every other foursome in the Society, and did it with a 91 
percent exclamation point. 

 
 But they ruined our first CSD "You Be the Judge" 

Contest, and I think we ought a castigate 'em for that.  Or 
change the rules: you get to decide.  In fact, you NEED to 
decide how we improve that Friday night audience favorite 
event before next spring. So let me or your nearest district 
official hear from you. 

 
 For those of you who weren't there, and/or have forgotten 

we were going to do this, here's a reminder about the 
setup.  Under the guidance of the volunteer chairman, Lyle 
Rolofson of the Kansas City Chapter, ballots were handed out 
Friday night to everyone entering the beautiful Gillioz Theater 
in downtown Springfield, site of all the contest sessions. 

 
 Audience members got to vote for: Favorite tenor, lead, 

baritone and bass...ballad they liked best...favorite 
uptune...most entertaining song...and favorite 
costume/attire. 

 
Now you'd think (well, we thought) that with 17 quartets 

from all over the district -- and two visitors from the 
Southwestern District -- there would be a whole lotta different 
opinions.   The first problem we encountered was that the 
houselights did not come up between quartets, so folks 
couldn't write on the handy-dandy ballots, even though Lyle 
had even provided pens for everyone.   

 
When Lyle and his K.C. associate, Lyle Wyly , counted the 

ballots Friday night, the next problem became rapidly 
apparent:   Crossroads was too dominant.   Chris 
Droegemueller of perennial contender 3 Men & A Melody 
grabbed the favorite tenor slot.   But the other three voice parts 
went to lead Mike Slamka, bari Brandon Guyton and some 
really familiar sounding bass named Jim Henry, all from 
Crossroads.   
 

 
Bagby continued on page 6 
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Bagby continued from page 5 
 

The favorite ballad was "Daddy's Little Girl," and the 
audience chose "Georgia May" as the best toe-tapper, both by 
-- you guessed it. 

 
 As if that were not bad enough (well, I don't mean it was 

bad, just kind of "tore a hole in the  contest," as Larry the 
Cable Guy might say), a Wichita quartet rode off with the 
other two awards.  Prairie Fire  came out decked in western 
wear that was the choice for attire (right down to a coiled 
bullwhip on the belt of veteran bari Greg Yarnell).   And their 
lively rendition of "Grandma's Featherbed" was voted most 
entertaining song. Other members of PF are Ben McDaniel, 
Matt Webber and Barry Barlow.  

 
One suggestion that already has come from several is to 

limit the "favorite part" vote to only one per quartet.  One 
reason is that the intent is to have the four guys you choose 
sing a song on the Saturday night show -- and if all or most of 

'em are in the same quartet already, the fun and impact won't 
be the same. 

 
We're looking for other suggestions to make this voting 

more fun for the audience.   We'd also like to get some chorus 
participation, even if it's not all contest-oriented.  In fact, 
wouldn't it be great to have choruses of all sizes -- from 6 
to 60 -- get a chance to sing, maybe even one number?  
Maybe just a fun song, but one that puts them in position to 
receive applause from a friendly CSD audience, with no 
judges around, and be part of the sociability of a convention.   
Maybe we could gather all these singers in a mass chorus at 
the end of the afternoon.  It gives me goosebumps just 
thinking of the possibilities. 

 
Again, your ideas for these kinds of non-traditional 

performance events are welcome!  Contact me  
(jbagby3@kc.rr.com) or any district officer.    

 
 Thanks, and see you in Lincoln this fall.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Kevin Barker: 2009 
CSD Barbershopper of 
the Year 
By Bob Aderholt, 
CSD Music and Performance,  
2008 CSD BOTY  

 
This past Saturday evening, in Springfield, MO, I got to return 

the favor of being the honored person by announcing Kevin Barker , 
of Wichita, Kan., as the Central States District 2009 
Barbershopper of the Year. 

 
When I announced his name, Kevin was back stage, seeing that 

everything was in order and proceeding as scheduled.  This is what 
made Kevin stand out for me in putting his name in nomination for 
the CSD BOTY Award.  He was always behind the scenes, assuring 
that we the public, saw and participated in a quality program and or 
event. 

 
Kevin tells me that he had a hint that something was up when he 

put a query out as to ordering and having engraved the BOTY plaque.  
You see, Kevin is the new CSD Awards Chairman.  He took over last 
year from Dale Schultz.  No one gave him a straight answer by 
saying that someone else was handling that project. 

 
The truth be known now is that only the CSD BOTY Committee 

(the past 3 years recipients) handle ordering the plaque and district 
BOTY pin. 

 
Usually, someone contacts a family member, seeking small 

tidbits of information about the honoree.  Kevin must have “caller 
ID” on his telephone line because when I called on a Tuesday 
evening (Wichita chapter meeting night), I figured that Kevin would 
not be home and I could visit with his wife Kathy.  Wrong, she was 
not at home either.  Anyhow, next day I received an E/mail post from 
Kevin asking if I had called and what did I need?  I chose not to 

answer.  So he telephones me Wednesday evening, again asking if I 
had called and what did I need.  I told the truth and said that yes I had 
called but I wanted to speak to Kathy.  I shared with him what I 
hoped to be a plausible, believable story about her assisting Paul 
Cartwright , CSD Treasurer and his review of his 2008 books. 

 
This is why, for those of you in attendance, I did not do the 

traditional way of introducing the BOTY recipient but instead did the 
Birth Date elimination game, hoping that I would only have one 
person standing- Kevin.  But that even failed me as I had the wrong 
date for Kevin’s birth date.  I picked September 30th.  Seeing that no 
one was standing, I announced his name anyway and the rest is 
history. 

 
Oh, by the way, Kevin’s real birthday is May 9th.  By the time 

you see this article; it will have past but please wish him a Happy 
Birthday whenever you see him next and also congratulate him on 
being the 2008 CSD Barbershopper of the Year. 

 

 
Kevin Barker, Barbershopper of the Year
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Chuck Greene comes to 
CSD for membership 
seminar 
By Mike Scott,  
CSD Membership 
Development 
 

Dear brother barbershop harmony 
singers, I bring good news….but first, 

let’s take a short quiz. 
  
Have we all reached a point where we’re tired of hearing 

the same comments discussed at our chapter meetings? 
  

Our chapter is: ____________[YOU FILL IN THE 
BLANK]. 

Pick one: 
  
1.    Older. 
2.    Losing members. 
3.    Wants to grow. 
4.    (Wants) Attract quality male singers. 
5.    Not having as much fun as we use to. 
6. Insert your own contribution that reflects your 

personal thoughts!  
  
 Would you all agree – we’ve reached a point where it’s 

time to kick this thing to the curb and start doing something 
about it? 

  
Here’s a call to action!!  
  
Central States District, with the assistance of Rick 

Spencer at the Barbershop Harmony Society in Nashville, has 
arranged a special CSD workshop for us with Chuck Greene. 
Chuck is a long-time barbershopper from South Carolina who 
has studied and developed a plan of attack to equip our local 
chapters with the proper tools in the toolbox to get things 
turned around in the right direction. 

  
To thrive - Barbershop Harmony Society chapters need to 

provide what today’s men value in their discretionary time—
and provide it at a compellingly high level. Through research, 
sociologists have identified 13 Attractive Value 
Characteristics people consider when deciding whether to join 
or renew membership with a non-profit, chapter-structured 
organization like the Society. All 13 are important, but for the 
Society, seven are so pivotal they are considered “Deal 
Makers”. Chuck will teach us what those seven are as part of 
his workshop! 

  
Don’t confuse this with the Chuck Greene workshop 

offered by Harmony U. Those attending the H.U. Chuck 
Greene workshop will have to pay $100.00 for the Sunday, 
July 26 workshop. CSD members get the same thing for 
$50.00. 

  

We’ve set Saturday, July 25th as the CSD’s special 
workshop date. 

Location: Missouri Western State University campus in 
St. Joe, Mo.  

Investment per CSD member: $50.00. 
 
If you’re chapter team is coming in Friday night, Rick has 

arranged a special rate to include a room in the dorm and 
breakfast on Saturday morning. Additional cost: $25.00 per 
person. 

  
Official registration will go up on the website the week of 

May 18th. Chuck and I will be contacting chapters via email 
as well. 

  
For more info – visit the www.centralstatesdistrict.com  

website and click on EDUCATION. At the bottom you’ll find 
Chuck Greene. All the info you need is right there, men. 

Feel free to check out Chuck’s website: 
www.21stn7th.com . 

  
Gentlemen….this is the year we kick start our local 

chapters. Be patient. It won’t happen overnight. It’s a process 
with systematic steps we will follow. It’s time to start having 
fun (again), sing our hearts out, ring chords and look forward 
to getting to your chapter meetings on time so you don’t miss 
anything! 

  
Feel free to contact me via email: mikes@STTiowa.com  

or on my cell phone: 712-298-0140. 
  
Looking forward to seeing and meeting you in St. Joe on 

July 25th. This will be a turning point for all of us. 
 

������������	��
����	�

�
	
�� �

 

��� ����� ��� ���	� 
���� 
�������
���
�������� ���� ��
�
����� ����� 	������
����� ��
� �	������ ���������� 	������
����
������ �
cmeier@crmdatabasedesign.com 
 

�� 
��� ���� ������ ��� ��
� 	����
����	�� ���� ��
� ���� ����
��� ����
���������� ���� ���
� ����� ����

�������
��������	�����	�����������

�����������
�
������
�� ��
 

����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	��
�
�
���	�
�	��������
�
���	�
�	��������
�
���	�
�	��������
�
���	�
�	�������  



�� �������������������������������������� ��� � ��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�� ������������������������������������������

It’s time to walk 
the walk!! 
By Don Blank, 
CSD President 
 

Every Board of Directors in our 
organization, from our Society Board, 
our District Board of Directors, and 

yes, every local chapter Board of Directors, does a very good 
job of TALKING THE TALK.  We continually lament our 
falling membership numbers, and talk on and on how we need 
to do something about it.  Oh yes, we TALK THE TALK—
but very seldom get anything done. 

 
The Board of Directors and Program Administrators of our 

Central States District decided to do more than TALK THE 
TALK---we decided to WALK THE WALK.  We felt we 
couldn’t ask local chapters to sign up new members if we 
didn’t do it ourselves.  So beginning on January 1st, we all 
quietly pledged to sign up a new member by the Springfield 
convention.  Were we totally successful?  No, but almost half 
of the leaders of the district did sign up a new member (9 new 
members out of the 19), and the others pledged to get one by 
the fall Lincoln convention!  And although some of our 
leaders hated to admit it, the new member they signed up was 
the first one they ever signed up! 

 
And so now it’s time for every local chapter Board Of 

Directors to adopt the program of WALKING  THE WALK.  
How can you ask your members to sign up new members, if 
you don’t WALK THE WALK and set the example?  Just 
think of the impact would be on your chapter, if everyone of 
your board signed up a new member.  Not only would it give 
you a shot in the arm, you could then legitimately say to your 
members, “Our board is not only talking about signing up new 
members, we’re doing something about it! And now it’s time 
for all of you in our chapter to follow suit!” 

 
So how do you go about it?  It’s a THREE STEP 

PROCESS: 
 
#1.  THE CHALLENGE—this is simple.  You adopt and 

commit to the WALK THE WALK program, starting with 
your board, and then on down to your members. 

 
#2.  THE PLAN OF ACTION FOR SUCCESS—

Elsewhere in this issue of the SERENADE, you’ll read about 
the CHUCK GREENE SEMINAR to be held in St Joseph on 
Saturday, July 25.  This Saturday program is only for 
members of the Central States District—not to be confused 
with the CHUCK GREENE SEMINAR to be held the next 
day connected with Harmony University.  Our Saturday 
program is half the price, and only for CSD members.  You 
must get the members of your chapter that are recommended 
for attendance to be there! 

 

#3.  THE REWARD—the obvious reward in the new 
members that will come flocking into your chapter.  It not 
only can work—it will work!  But we’re going to put a little 
more sugar on top of this program.  Any barbershopper that 
signs up a new member between January 1, 2009, and the 
Lincoln convention this fall, will get FRONT ROW SEATS at 
the fabulous Lied Center for the Lincoln convention, not only 
for themselves, but also for their spouse, and for the new 
member they sign up and their spouse!  Plus the new member 
gets free registration to the Lincoln convention—now how can 
you beat that?  These front seats are normally occupied by the 
VIPs in the district—the Board, PATS, Past Presidents and 
other dignitaries.  But we want to push them back—in fact, the 
second name of this program is “PUT THE BUMS IN THE 
BALCONY!!”  No, they’re not bums, and they recognize the 
importance that bringing in new members will do for our 
chapters.  And as Bill Biffle, our Society president so 
eloquently says, is if we want to be sure that barbershop will 
be alive and well for our grandchildren’s grandchildren, we 
have to answer the challenge right now, today-- to make sure 
our organization is vibrant, healthy, and growing.  

 
So all of you local Board Members make sure that your 

local board starts the process working by accepting the 
challenge of WALKING THE WALK.  Your chapter’s future 
depends on it!  
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Hosted by the Lincoln Chapter 
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Deadline to submit hotel registration is September 10, 2009 ; show all persons occupying room. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 
** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed 
room.  Please list all names staying in the room: 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 
3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate your first (1) or second (2) hotel choice in line by the hotel. 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. 
Room rates for all hotels will be $99.00 for one or two persons. Either Double/Double or King 
 
____The Cornhusker  A Marriott Hotel -- Headquarters Hotel 
 _____ King     Parking $7.00 per day 
 _____ Double Occupancy 
 
____Holiday Inn Downtown - Lincoln  Parking $6.00 per day 
 _____ King     First Four Hours  $3.00 + $1.00 each additional hour 
 _____ Double Occupancy  Maximum per day $6.00 
 
____Hampton Inn 
 _____ King  
 _____ Double Occupancy 
 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate:_________________________________________ 
 
���� :  Hotels require a credit card to make a room rese rvation or a check for the first night 
room rate, or the hotel will not accept the reserva tion. Prices listed do not include any taxes. 
The hotels will not accept direct individual or gro up reservations. 
 
Room Reservation by credit card: Type of Card: ___________________   Exp. Date: ______________ 
 

Card # ______________________________________ Signature: ___________________________________ 

 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK �  2603 Lynner Drive �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 (515) 277-9884 ��  cell (515) 979-7180 �  Fax (515) 286-3364 �  E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED  
 

To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention  button and click on Housing 
Form . This form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted
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Headquarters Hotel Fall Drawing 
By Larry Warrick, CSD Housing Chairman 
 

For the fall convention in Lincoln, there will the drawing 
again for rooms at the headquarters hotel. All reservations 
from choruses, quartets and individuals must be received by 
the CSD Housing Chairman, Larry Warrick, no later than 
August 1, 2009.  

 
Reservations may be sent to me via the Central States 

website, U.S. Mail, fax or e-mail using the Excel spreadsheet. 
The individual form can be found in the Serenade and on our 
website. The group housing spreadsheet can also be 
downloaded on the website or email me and I will email one 
back to you. 

 
August 2, I will be making the draw. After the draw is 

completed those choruses, quartets and individuals will 
receive an email, if email address is available, or a phone call 
letting you know what hotel I will sending your reservation to. 
If you have not heard from me one week after the draw, please 
contact me as soon as possible. 

 
The headquarters hotel will be The Cornhusker and the 

overflow hotels are Holiday Inn Downtown – Lincoln and 
Hampton Inn. If you choose not to be in the headquarters hotel 
the deadline for submitting your housing reservation will be 
September 10. 

 
If you have questions, please contact me by cell 515-979-

7180 or email at biglare01@msn.com. 
 
Plan now to attend the Central States District Fall 2009 

Convention hosted by the Lincoln Chapter, October 9 - 11.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter questionnaire on  
Bulk Mail Permit 
 

At the CSD Spring Convention the CSD Board discussed 
purchasing a bulk mail permit for the use of mailing the 
Serenade and other district mailings. 

 
 If the Central States District would acquire its own Bulk 

Mail Permit it is possible, for a small fee, that chapters would 
be able to use this permit for their own mailings. 
 

1) Is the bulk mail permit something that your chapter 
would be interested in using?  Yes or No 

2) Do you now make mailings (to any group of 
addresses) that would equal at least 200 count? Yes 
or No 

3) If you answered Yes to the above question, would a 
fee of $20 be reasonable for use of the permit. Yes or 
No 

4) Who in your chapter would be the member who 
would be responsible for the handling chapter 
mailings? Please send name and address of person 
responsible. 
 

 
Please send your answers to Dr. Don Blank, CSD 

President, by e-mail at dblank@gpcom.net  
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“Worth the Wait”  
By Duane Lawson, CSD 
Collegiate Quartet Liaison 

 
The Central States District has had 

many collegiate quartet contests that we 
will remember, but this contest had an 
unusual circumstance in addition to the 

great singing. The lead of the Blue Notes had a class Saturday 
morning that he could not miss and caused him to run late in 
getting to Springfield. The judges and the audience waited 
patiently for approximately 40 minutes. Long story short, the 
Blue Notes was able to recapture the title of CSD Collegiate 
Champion that they had won in 2007 and will represent the 
district at the International contest in Anaheim, CA. 

 
There were nine quartets from our district that formed to 

compete. Due to conflicts in schedules and location of the contest, 
we had three quartets compete out of district and six crossed the 
stage in Springfield. 

 
The Collegiate Contest has been active in our district and 

society since 1992. Beginning this year, all collegiate quartets 
named as champion will receive a Collegiate Champ lapel pin and 
we are going back to track quartet members since 1992 to award 
those men a Champion pin. All past champions and the Blue 
Notes are invited to sing in a Collegiate Champion Chorus at the 
Fall Convention in Lincoln, NE. It should be very exciting for the 
men to reconnect with their “old” quartets. If you know a past 
collegiate champion, please have them contact me at 
duanelawson@embarqmail.com and/or join the CSD Collegiate 
Champions Facebook page. 

 
 

 

A view from the 
“Summit”…  
By John Donehower, 
Society Member Task Force 
  

As you are hopefully aware, BHS 
President Bill Biffle has been challenged 
to form a Society Member Task Force to 

take on the decline in membership our Society has been 
experiencing in recent memory.   Over the last month or two, the 
topic has come up repeatedly on the Harmonet, on Society e-mail 
distributions (such as Livewire) and in the last Harmonizer.  From 
what I understand, President Biffle received over 400 e-mails 
pertaining to the various topics surrounding the goals, 
composition and suggested mandate of the Task Force.  Included 
in this deluge of invited feedback was a torrent of interested and 
motivated volunteers.  What you may not be aware of is that the 
Society took their next step in making the task force a reality and 
better defining strategies and possibilities for the Task Force by 
holding a “Summit” meeting this past weekend in Nashville.   

  
About 30 Society members participated in the Summit. 

 Summit participants included a diverse cross section of our 

membership.  In attendance were current and past Society Board 
members and District muckety-mucks such as the Central States 
District’s own Byron Myers, a very motivated representation of 
our International staff, International contest legends, deep 
thinkers such as Eric Jackson and Chuck Greene, and an 
indescribable assortment of Barbershoppers, both old and 
youngish, from all over the U.S. and Canada to represent all of 
our brothers Society-wide.  From what I understand Bill Biffle 
was not able to invite everyone he wanted to due to expense and 
manageability factors.  And, some of the invitees were not able to 
attend due to prior commitments.   

  
How did I get invited?  My guess is as good as yours.  

Perhaps I was there to represent the all-important “overweight, 
non-superstar, middle-aged, contest-underachieving” 
demographic.  Regardless of the reason for my being invited, I 
was thrilled to get the call.  While I wanted to make the most of 
the experience, I didn’t want to make a total fool of myself.  After 
all, I was swimming in the deep end of the pool with this crowd.    

  
Three major points stood out for me at the start of the 

sessions:  1) The Summit attendees were brought together to give 
the forthcoming task force, which is going to be formed soon 
under the leadership of Noah Funderberg, a list of ideas and 
suggestions to use as a jumping off point.  We were not there to 
solve the problems ourselves.  Our mandate was to give broad 
strokes not finite solutions.  2) No topics or suggestions were out-
of-bounds or taboo.  We were challenged not just to go “outside 
of the box” in our thinking but to be as “audacious” as possible.  
3)  While we need to proceed with a sense of urgency, we should 
not take a “Chicken Little” attitude.   

  
The discussions themselves were held in a moderated format, 

and for the most part, were allowed to progress wherever our 
passions took us.  Passions occasionally ran fairly high and I 
think it’s fair to say that everyone in the room had the opportunity 
to become annoyed, perturbed, bothered, enthused and even 
miffed at one another and at what was and wasn’t being said in 
the room.  To my mind, if everything had been clear sailing 
without any conflict, then the mix of people in the room would 
not have been representative of our membership.  While in many 
ways, the assembled participants were like thinkers, in many 
others, we were a different as different can be.   

  
I’m hesitant to report the content of the discussions, not 

because they are a secret, but because it would take an enormous 
amount of space to do it right.  (And I’m fairly certain that our 
Serenade editor isn’t going to be willing to devote half of this 
edition to just this article.)  In the most general of terms, there 
were topics and ideas that each of you would cheer and maybe a 
few that you would not.  But let me assure you, you will be 
hearing more about the Summit and the upcoming Task Force in 
Society publications such as the Harmonizer and online in 
Livewire.  For those you who wish to read more about the 
Summit or to participate in related discussions, you can do so on 
the Society’s new “blogspot”:  www.barbershophq.com .   You 
can interact with Society President Bill Biffle as well as Society 
Board Members and staff on any topic that you are interested in.  
(Our leaders in Nashville are listening to us.  Take advantage of 
this opportunity!)  As I have already said, look to future District 
and Society publications for more information on the 
Membership Task Force. 
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CSD Convention leads to a song 
for President Obama 
By Bill Dean, Rivertown Sound 
 

The CSD Convention in Springfield, MO was one for the 
record books. Five of the quartets qualified to compete at 
International: Crossroads, 3 Men and A Melody, High 
Definition, Skyline and Noise Boys. 

 
Going against such outstanding competition didn’t deter 

the Rivertown Sound quartet. We have always enjoyed 
competing against the champs, because we get to see and hear 
their talent up close. We also get excellent coaching sessions 
with 15-20 minutes a piece from each of the three judging 
categories. We would also like to thank all the ladies for 
helping us get around between the University Plaza hotel and 
the Gillioz Theater. A special thanks goes out to our host, 
Beverly, for being so friendly and putting up with us. 

 
Here’s the first wrinkle in the story. We weren’t sure that 

we would make the top ten, so we concentrated on only two 
songs. Of course, we got called to sing on Saturday night’s 
show. We were thrilled to be able to perform again and went 
right back to our hotel to get a good night’s sleep. 

 
The next morning, we got up early and went to the indoor 

swimming pool with a plan to practice our next two songs as 
much as possible. So, we remained out of contact all morning, 
had some lunch, got some more sleep and practiced even more 
at the indoor pool. (It turns out the indoor pool was great for 
our voices due to the room’s high humidity). 

 
OK, here’s the second wrinkle in the story. Charlie 

Snider, from the host chapter, The Sho-Me Statesmen, was 
desperately trying to contact us with an urgent message. He 
sent out messengers in all directions in the Headquarters hotel 
and the Gillioz theater. They were on a mission to find the 
Rivertown Sound. 

 
Since we were scheduled to go on last, we didn’t get to the 

Headquarters pattern until about 7:30. We found a secluded 
spot to warm-up some more when I got a phone call from my 
wife, Heather. She told me about a message that Charlie 
Snider left on our phone (in St. Louis). It said something about 
singing for President Obama at his town hall meeting. 

 
We set out to find Charlie and that’s when the messengers 

descended upon us. They all had the same message, “Call 
Charlie!” Since his phone was off, we had to wait until after 
we sang and track him down in the theater. 

 
Finally, we found him and confirmed that his wife, Sherie 

(who is involved with the Robin Carnahan campaign for 
Senate), had told the Obama administration that we would be 
perfect to sing the National Anthem at his town hall meeting 
back in Jefferson County, where two of us live. Unfortunately, 
by then it was too late. They had to find someone else. We 

were disappointed, but grateful that Charlie and Sherie had 
tried so hard 

 
Then, came the last twist of events. Monday, things were 

all getting back to normal when I got a phone call from our 
bass saying that we were back on. Suddenly, we were getting 
phone calls from the White House advance team. They had to 
make sure we were “OK”. Naturally, we were worried that a 
barbershopper was sane enough to be cleared, but they let us 
in! 

 
Wednesday morning, we got up at 5:30 in the morning to 

meet at Fox High School in Arnold, Missouri, just south of St. 
Louis. We waited in line with all the press and sang, “Only 
You” to liven things up a bit. They seemed very appreciative 
saying, “No one has ever serenaded us before”.  

 
By 8:00, we were inside looking for a place to warm up. 

We found a spot that the Secret Service would let us sing and 
practiced some more. The agents that we met were very 
courteous and professional, which was a bit surprising since 
we are used to seeing the super-serious agents on TV. (We 
discovered later that they become extremely serious once 
Obama takes the stage). 

 
As the morning went on, we met the Governor Jay 

Nixon, Senator Claire McCaskill, Secretary of State Robin 
Carnahan, Attorney General Chris Koster, State Auditor 
Susan Montee and many other local politicians. 

 
At 9:45, we were officially escorted back to a warm-up 

area to practice our song some more and work out the final 
kinks under the watchful eyes of the Secret Service. (I tried 
very hard to NOT go flat, just in case one of the agents had 
perfect pitch and became displeased). 
 

The Rivertown Sound sings the Star-Spangled Banner 
before President Obama’s town hall meeting in Arnold, 
Missouri. Photo by Joel Currier of the Ambassadors of 
Harmony. 
 

Rivertown Sound continued on page 13 
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Rivertown Sound continued from page 12 
 
At 10:20, the 

meeting began with an 
invocation by a local 
Methodist minister and 
the pledge of allegiance 
was led by a Vietnam 
veteran. Then, they 
announced our name. 
We walked out to the 
presidential podium 
where President Obama 
would soon be speaking. 

It all seemed a bit surreal at first with all the people and the 
incredible number of TV cameras. But, we sang the Star-
Spangled Banner without any problems and were thrilled to 
have represented our home to the best of our ability. Portions 
of it were played by a local TV station, KSDK Channel 5, and 
National Public Radio. A St. Louis on-line newspaper, The St. 
Louis Beacon, recorded the whole thing and made a nice 
report with us singing in the background. 

 

After President Obama finished the meeting, our lead, 
Dan, managed to get to the front of the pack and shake the 
President’s hand! How cool is that! 

 
The next two hours were spent talking to different 

reporters, serenading a young lady with, “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight” and trying to recruit two young men into our chapter. 

 
Finally, we went to the local Denny’s and serenaded the 

crowd with some good old-fashioned gospel and called it a 
day. 
 

So, the moral of the story is – just because you’re not one 
of the champs at the convention, doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
give it your all. You just might end up singing for the 
President of the United States! 
 

President Obama photo courtesy of Dan Monahan of 
the Rivertown Sound. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Karen Nanninga wins CSD 
Electronic Bulletin Contest; goes 
on to international 
By David Haase,  
Serenade Editor 

Manhattan, Kansas chapter bulletin editor, Karen Nanninga, 
was honored at the CSD Spring Convention for her entry in 
the CSD Electronic Bulletin Contest. 

Last year PROBE changed the rules for the contest requiring 
every district to have a contest to determine which entry 
advances to the PROBE international contest. 
 
Unfortunately we only had one entry in the electronic bulletin 
contest and no entries in the hard copy division.  
 
Even though Karen was the only entry in the contest it should 
be noted that Karen was runner up in the PROBE International 
Electronic Bulletin Contest last summer. Karen publishes an 
excellent chapter bulletin and should be commended for her 
tireless work for the Manhattan, Kansas chapter. 
 
Karen couldn’t be at Springfield for the Spring Convention, 
but will be presented with a plaque at a future Manhattan 
chapter meeting. 
 
The Central States District wishes Karen Nanninga the best of 
luck in the PROBE International Contest and hope she brings 
home the first place trophy!!

 
Hopefully, we’ll have many entries in the electronic and hard 
copy bulletin contests next year. Here’s your chance to be next 
year’s CSD chapter bulletin champion!! 
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Where Do You 
Want Your Chapter 
To Be in 5 Years? 
By Harvey Kiser,  
CSD Executive Vice 
President 
 

What do you and your chapter want to do in the next 
5 or 10 years?   What kind of chapter do you wish to be 
in the near future?  Your Central States District is also 
looking down the road 5 or 10 years.  CSD President 
Don Blank established a Long Range Planning 
Committee with me as the chair. CSD barbershoppers 
are invited to provide ideas and input to this committee.  
The committee will embrace the challenges facing us as 
barbershoppers and chapters in the Central State District 
and prepare for the future.   

 
Do you and your chapter want to – 
 

�  Improve the quality of your singing and 
            performances?   
�  Attract a greater audience for your chapter  
            shows? 
�  Attract more members to your chapter? 
�  Provide support of music in public schools? 
�  Have a Youth Festival for high school students? 
�  Sponsor a Collegiate Festival? 
�  Perform at a district convention? 
�  Compete in a district convention contest? 
�  Establish a chapter blog and/or a website? 
�  Up-date your chapter’s website? 
�  Market your chapter better? 
�   _____________________ (you fill in the blank) 
 

IT’S YOUR CHAPTER.  This is the theme of your 
Society’s President Bill Riffle and the Society.  The 
Central States District and the Society have a lot of 
resources to help you.  Ask your CSD officers and 
program administrators.  Plan to attend these training 
programs: 

-- CSD Membership Workshop on July 25  
-- BHS Weekend at Harmony University or the entire 

week 
-- CSD Leadership Academy next January 
 
Do you have specific questions related to 

membership, marketing and public relations, chapter 
meetings, available clinicians, training chapter officers, 
or planning your chapter’s future?   

 

Want to know where to find the information?  The 
CSD website or the inside page of the Serenade lists the 
district officers or program administrators.  The district 
web address is: www.centralstatesdistrict.com  Click on 
the pull down tab labeled “Home” and there is the list of 
District Officers and District Committees.  These 
barbershoppers are there to respond to your requests. 

 
The Society officers and staff will respond to your 

requests. These barbershoppers names and contact 
information are in the Harmonizer and on the website.  
Please explore the “Documents” section of the Society 
web site for your planning needs.  The website address 
is: www.barbershop.org/  

 
Ask other chapters for information.  Chapters share 

what they are doing in the CSD’s monthly Grape Vine.  
Use this as a resource to implement your plans.  

 
Remember resources are at your finger tips for 

annual and multi-year planning.  As the Caterpillar said 
to Alice in “Alice in Wonderland,” “If you do not know 
where you want to go, then any road will get you there.”   
Let’s set our goals, work together, find the resources, 
implement the plan and grow forward and younger! 
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Grapevine… a good resource 
to share ideas 
By Roy Rogers, 
CSD Marketing and PR 

 
Wow !  That was the sentiment of just about everyone who 

was in attendance at the district quartet finals at the CSD 
Spring Convention in Springfield. Don't get me wrong - the 
chorus contest was well done.  There were seven choruses 
who competed and it was a good contest, but the quartets blew 
the audience away - with the result of five quartets qualifying 
to appear at the International BHS Convention in July in 
Anaheim. The bar has been raised gentlemen. It was a 
fantastic show !  

  
GRAPEVINE - A PITCH FOR YOUR CHAPTER TO 

PARTICIPATE:  One of the goals that the Marketing/PR 
program has for the next two years is an increase in visibility 
from CSD chapters. You will read and hear more about a line 
of communication between chapters in the future, both here 
and other places. In the meantime, other chapters are 
interested in your successes (and failures) and how you did 
what you did and what you learned by doing it the way you 
did? Hey, what are your chapter's plans for membership 
growth or getting more music that your members can learn?  
Have you had any sing-outs or performances your chapter is 
proud of having performed?  Let us hear from you so that 
others can benefit from your experience.  Just write it down 
and send me an e-mail at rleerogers@gmail.com.  For the last 
issue of the GRAPEVINE, a total of 13 chapters responded 
with an item to include.  The hard copy filled six pages. That's 
terrific!  The new number goal is 20 chapters. If your chapter 
does not have someone that is designated to write articles or 
press releases or handle advertising, just ask your secretary 
(gosh, every chapter should have a secretary) to send me 
something that he thinks is interesting and new.   
 
 

“YOUTH IN HARMONY” 
MAKING MUSIC 
By Jon “Pete” Peterson, 
CSD Youth in Harmony 
 

As of May 1, 2009, Central States District chapters have 
hosted eight Youth in Harmony events in four months; this is a 
start of a banner year for the district.  The success of this 
project is CSD chapters that are willing to try.  Chapters with 
successful Youth In Harmony events so far this year include: 
Fort Dodge, Hastings/Kearney/Grand Island, 
Lincoln/Beatrice/Nebraska City, Algona, Kansas City, Des 
Moines, Watertown and Joplin.  We know the AOH in the 
St Louis area will host one this fall with over 600 youth.  I will 
venture to guess that by the CSD Fall Convention we will 
have had over 2000 youth singing Barbershop. 2000 CSD 
youth singing is like a new district and the age is anyone under 

20.  Maybe we are on to something.  The Davenport, Iowa 
chapter is already scheduling their first Youth In Harmony 
Day on April 17, 2010.   

 
The number of college quartets at Spring Contest was way 

up from other years.  I believe there were about 7-9 quartets in 
Springfield.  Duane Lawson should be given a big pat on the 
back for this big increase.  

 
Who will be the next chapters willing to step up and help 

continue this great program we have running.   How about two 
or more chapters starting Youth In Harmony events in 2010?  
Our goal should be 2500 youth singing in 2010. 

 
Jump on board, they are great fun and the kids go crazy 

with it. 
 
Central States District is doing its part to continue the 

growth of Barbershop Harmony, but we need more chapters to 
help out. 

 
If you have YIH interest or need materials and ideas 

contact me, Jon Peterson, at jipeterson@inebraska.com . 
 
One last note, the CSD has received two Harmony College 

Director Scholarships for Music Educators, Brad Herndon and 
Robin Christie. I think this is great. We have two more that 
would like to go. We are hoping other districts won't use their 
scholarships so we can send the other two. 
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A few thoughts from 
our Society CEO 
By Mark Fuerniss,  
CSD Secretary  
 

What a great Convention in 
Springfield, having five of our 
quartets qualify for International is a 

great accomplishment.  I don’t have a very good ear for music 
but it seemed to me that Crossroads were doing things to 
chords in “Mean to Me” that I have never heard before. The 
judges seem to like their performance of this song and 
awarded them 545 points.  Runners have a term for running 
successive miles faster and faster called “negative splits.”  
Crossroads had “negative splits” in that they received more 
and more points on each successive song… 538, 539, 545, 
558. Congratulations to the five qualifying quartets and to the 
other competing quartets as well.  

 
How about Prairie Fire , winner of audience favorite 

costume and favorite song, “Grandma’s Feather Bed?”  Check 
out the scores and photos on the CSD website under “Photo 
gallery” on the homepage. Thanks to Jayne Morden, our web 
mistress. 

 
Back to business.  Prior to the Convention in Springfield, 

Barbershop Harmony Society CEO Ed Watson sent a letter 
to be shared with chapter presidents and District delegates.  I’d 
like to share a few of his thoughts.   

 
·  Consider attending the International Convention to be 

held in Anaheim this summer.  If you can’t attend, the 
performances will be webcast.  Check the Harmonizer for 
details. 

·  The Society has launched a group “blog” at 
www.barbershopHQ.com, an informal method of sharing your 
barbershop ideas on the internet. 

·  The situation with ASCAP remains unchanged.  If a 
chapter has at least one show in 2009 where admission is 
charged, the chapter should send a check for the annual 
minimum of $215 made payable to Barbershop Harmony 
Society and send it to Nashville.  The chapter name and 
number should be noted on the check.  The $215 is an annual 
fee, not a per-show fee.  Questions should be directed to John 
Schneider, jschneidr@barbershop.org. 

·  A documentary film about our quartet contest, 
American Harmony, is being released in selected locations.  
Visit www.barbershop.org/americanharmony to find out how 
you can assist in sharing the excitement of barbershop quartet 
singing and visit www.americanharmonythemovie.com to 
view the trailer and find out where this film will be shown in 
your area. 

·  The Society has initiated an Associate program for 
women who are interested in our organization.  For half the 
price of Society dues Associates receive member pricing on all 
events, music and merchandize, limited access to eBiz, 
subscription to the Harmonizer magazine, as well as other 

perks.  The Society encourages all female directors to be 
Associates. 

·  Members can now use the Society’s eBiz to renew 
memberships, find a member or former member in their area, 
and update their records.  If you are having trouble paying 
your dues, your chapter secretary now has the authority to 
look at all overdue chapter members and help you pay your 
dues with a credit card via eBiz. 

·  If you haven’t heard, males under 26 years of age, 
who have never been members of the Society, may join for a 
$10.00 enrollment fee and NO District or Society Dues for 
their first year.  Most chapters are waiving chapter dues as 
well.  Society and District dues in subsequent years are half of 
normal dues until such time as they reach their 26th birthday. 

·  Harmony University will be held in our backyard, in 
St. Joseph, Missouri, at Missouri Western State University, 
July 26 – August 2.  Bring your baritone free for the first 20 
quartets registering to Quartet College.  There may be a few 
spots still open. 

 
Check out information in this magazine, the Harmonizer 

and the web sites.  See you in Lincoln for the fall convention. 
 
 
 

REMINDER – REMINDER – 
REMINDER ! 

 

Prepare your local chapter for 
the 21st Century ! 

 

Your local chapter NOT thriving? Here’s 
how to get it done !  

 
CHUCK GREENE WORKSHOP 
“COMPELLINGLY ATTRACTIVE  

CHAPTER MEETING” 
JULY 25, 2009 

ST. JOESEPH, MO. 
 

FOR INFORMATION: 
tinyurl.com/CSD-ChuckGreene  

OR 
www.21STN7TH.COM  

 (Chuck’s personal website) 
 

Contact for more info: Mike Scott, 
CSD Membership VP  

mikes@sttiowa.com  or 712-298-0140 
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Trails West Chorus busy  
in the Olathe community 
By Loren Goss, Olathe, Kansas chapter 
 

The Trails West Barbershop chorus presented Valentines 
in February to loved ones across the metro area, including one 
lucky boxer at the Shawnee Punch Boxing and Fitness Club.   

 

 
Pictured are (from left), Lee Fisher, Dale Ellis, Loren Goss 
and Rob McWilliams bringing Valentine’s greetings to the 
lightweight champion of the club. 
 

Other events the chapter supports include singing at local 
nursing homes and retirement communities.  Our present 
schedule includes events at Pinnacle Ridge and Good 
Samaritan.    

 
On June 19, barbershoppers from the Kansas City metro 

area will sing the Star-Spangled Banner at the Kansas City T 
Bones baseball game. Along with Trails West Barbershop 
Chorus members of the Heart of America, Leavenworth, 
Lenexa and Overland Park will be on hand to sing.  First pitch 
is 7:00.  Let’s go out to the Ball Game! 
 

Introducing area high school 
students to barbershop harmony! 
By Mike Scott, Algona, Iowa Chapter 
  

The Cornbelt Chorus, Algona, Iowa, hosted their first 
Youth In Harmony (YIH) event on Saturday, March 21. 
Approximately 35 students from five area high schools 
attended. Ryan Person, Vocal Director from Iowa City High 
School and former chorus member was the Clinician. 
Members of High Definition  assisted in teaching the music. 
As part of the program the students performed on the 
afternoon show that day. Steve King was the Algona YIH 
coordinator. 

  

The Harmony Brigade chorus from Ft. Dodge hosted their 
third YIH event on Thursday, February 12 in Humboldt, Iowa. 
Approximately 75 students attended the event. Glen Larsen 
was the YIH coordinator. 

 

 
Ryan Person and High Definition teach a barbershop song 
to the high school students that attended the Algona, Iowa, 
Youth In Harmony. Photo courtesy of Mike Scott. 
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol Bruce 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 

Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 
kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Editor’s Note: The following article was submitted by 
Mike Owen of the Leavenworth, Kansas chapter.  This 
article and photo is reprinted with permission from The 
Fort Leavenworth Lamp. Our thanks go to Bob Kerr 
Command Information Officer/Editor, Fort Leavenworth 
Lamp, for the use of the article. 
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By Tisha Johnson, 
The Fort Leavenworth Lamp 
 

Almost 30 spouses of deployed Soldiers were treated to a 
Valentine's Day dinner and child care Feb. 14 during the 
deployed families dinner at Main Post Chapel. 

 
The monthly dinners are a chapel program that began in 

October 2007. Dinner organizer Tricia Sheaks said the 
spouses come in and have dinner and the children attend child 
care. 

 
"They don't have to bring anything, they don't have to pay 

anything, it is just a night off from all of their duties," Sheaks 
said. "There's not a program, it is purely a social event for 
them." 

 
Sheaks said she gets positive feedback from the spouses 

who attend the dinners. After the dinner on Valentine's Day, 
she received an e-mail from a spouse who said it was a 
Valentine's Day she would always remember. 

 
"It is a good thing," Sheaks said. "Her husband is gone and 

instead of remembering it as a Valentine's Day by herself, 
she'll remember the dinner." 

 
Sheaks said the spouse liked the barbershop quartet, 

Purely Harmonic, which provided entertainment during the 
dinner. 

"That's a nice touch for Valentine's Day," Sheaks said, 
"although it makes them cry." 

 
Sheaks said there were almost 10 new spouses at the 

dinner, and even though new attendees might not know 
anyone when they arrive, they know that everyone else in the 
same situation they are in. 

 
"I can't say this for sure, but I think that some of the ladies 

were exchanging phone numbers, because now they've met 
someone in the community whose husband is gone," Sheaks 
said. 

 
Fort Leavenworth is different than other posts because 

there aren't usually entire organizations deployed at the same 
time, Sheaks said. 

 
     "Somebody might be at the end of your street and their 
husband is gone and, unless you know that, you would never 

get together with them and know that you have that in 
common," Sheaks said. 

 
    Family Life Chaplain (Maj.) Michael Thompson said the 
program is chapel sponsored and people support it through 
their chapel offerings. Each month a different chapel 
congregation volunteers to host the dinner. 

 
"Our big focus right now that we're looking at through all 

of our programs ... is how we help these families in a time of 
persistent conflict," Thompson said. 
 
       The deployed families dinners are at 5:30 p.m. and 
usually last about two hours. The free dinner is open to all 
spouses of deployed service members. Child care is provided. 
For information or reservations, contact Sheaks at 758-1724 or 
psheaks@kc.rr.com. 
 

�
Jim Bliss, Bill Krondak, Brad Cox and Al Fehlauer, of the 
barbershop group Purely Harmonic, sing during the deployed 
families valentine dinner Feb. 14 at Main Post Chapel. Purely 
Harmonic is part of the local barbershop group the Cody Choraliers. 
Lamp photo by Tisha Johnson.��

 

Bulletin Browsing  
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus 

 
From the February/March issue of "Harmony Overtones," edited 

by Robert Uy, we learn that Gene Zeimet has been selected as 2009 
"Barbershopper of the Year" by  the Des Moines Chapter.  According 
to Torrey Mitchell , the 2008 BOTY, Gene was recognized for 
outstanding service as the Des Moines Chapter's president for the 
past two years and a thirty-plus year career of service to our 
barbershop harmony hobby.  And I can say that Gene was a very 
deserving man for the honor because I know what a dedicated 
member he's been.  For example, Gene has 28 Men-of-Note awards 
and was recognized in Cedar Rapids this year as one  of the Central 
States District's all-time top recruiters for the barbershop hobby.  
 He's been a hard worker throughout his entire barbershopping 
experience.    

                                           *     *     *  
 
The March issue of Todd Anderson's "Harmonotes" contains an 

item by Kent Miller regarding "that all expenses a member incurs by 
going to contests --- travel, lodging, meals, etc ---are tax deductible 
as a charitable expense, if you itemize deductions   . . .  

Bulletin Browsings continued on page 19
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Bulletin Browsings continued from page 18 
You may deduct expenses because you are being educated.  . . . IRS 
regulations state that an educational organization is one designed 
primarily for the 'improvement or development of the capabilities of 
the individual' ... The main part of a chapter's activity is directed 
toward improving and developing the capability of the individual to 
sing barbershop harmony."      

                                          *     *     * 
WE'RE BACK !!!   Those two words --- followed by three large 
exclamation points --- were large enough to spread from one side of 
the 8-1/2 inch page to the other side.  After a long The Davenport 
Chordbusters' chapter bulletin, "The Note Dispenser," has been 
brought back. Leo Schubert was the last editor of "The Note 
Dispenser" and no one stepped up to fill his shoes.   
 
The article by David Haase, Serenade editor and new editor of

 The Note Dispenser, explains how the "The Note Dispenser” was 
brought back: "In January, while I was on voluntary leave from 
HON, I had my membership transferred to the Chordbusters and I 
began singing with my longtime friends.  A short time later, a few of 
the board members approached me about editing the bulletin.  Of 
course, I had to check with the boss at home, Cathy, to see what she 
thought of the idea.  She gave me the green light, so here we are 
again."   
 

Chapter Bulletin Editors  
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CSD history display remembers 
barbershop’s most tragic accident 
By David Haase 
 

Every year Jim Nugent, CSD Historian, builds 
displays to record history for certain anniversary years in 
Central States District history. One of the displays that 
Nugent put together this year was for the year 1969. In 
that year the Davenport Chordbusters won their first 
district chorus championship and the MidWest Four 
were crowned district quartet champions.  

 
The biggest news of the year, and probably the most 

stunning, was the tragic plane crash that took the lives of 
the Hi-Landers, the reigning district quartet champions, 
the Denver, Colorado chapter president, and the Central 
States District Executive Vice President. 

 
Jim Nugent scanned a copy of the Harmonizer article 

that was published that summer, but it was too fuzzy for 
display. Nugent went ahead and retyped portions of the 
article for everyone to read on the display. Here is a 
copy of the text: 

 
 
The Society's most tragic accident occurred on 

March 22, 1969 when a twin-engine plane carrying 
six Barbershoppers, including the current Central 
States District Quartet Champions, crashed into a 
Colorado mountain peak while the men were flying 
to a licensing show in Durango, Colo.  Killed were 
the "Hi-Landers" quartet  (Tenor Karl Penner, 
Lead Wayne Hood, Baritone Hugh Hohnstein 
and Bass Russ Thompson), Denver Chapter 
President Larry Detwiler and Central States 

District Executive Vice President, Daryl 
Stafford.  All were members of the Denver 
Chapter. 

 
The Cessna 310 left from Denver at 2 p.m., 

piloted by Penner, a commercial pilot by trade with 
Frontier Airlines.  His flight plan called for visual 
flight from Denver to Alamosa, then switching to 
instrument.  He gave neither reason nor location.   

 
Twenty-one planes, including a T-20 Air Force 

plane from Peterson Field in Colorado Springs were 
in the air until about noon on Sunday when the air 
search was postponed because of heavy snows and 
high winds.  On the ground another search by about 
50 persons continued all day, but there was no sign 
of the missing plane.   

 
After a week-long aerial search by more than 20 

planes daily, the wreckage was located Friday, 
March 28th in a rocky area above timberline at the 
13,000 foot level of the 13,610 foot West Spanish 
Peak in Southern Colorado.   

 
Rescue teams reached the crash scent at noon 

Saturday and a helicopter flew the bodies from the 
mountain early Saturday evening. 

 
Private family services for each of the men were 

held on April 2 and a joint memorial service, held 
later that day, was attended by many CSD 
Barbershoppers including International President, 
Bob Gall, Executive Director Barrie Best and 
CSD President Merrill Aitchison.   
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Barberhop Music in Nebraska 
By Fred Teller, CSD Hall of Famer  
 
Note from Fred Teller: Don't know if anyone had a chance to 
see the Nebraska Companion to American Roots Music 
which Jim Nugent had. This publication is in conjunction 
with the Smithsonian traveling exhibit about American Roots 
Music which will be in six Nebraska communities this year. 
Dr Robin Koozer, chair of the music department at Hastings 
College was asked by the Nebraska Humanities Council to 
edit a companion piece about American roots music in 
Nebraska. Dr Koozer asked me to write an article about  
Barbershop in Nebraska, which I did with the assistance of a 
number of barbershoppers including one from every Nebraska 
chapter (11 in CSD, 2 in Rocky Mountain.) 
 
Note from the editor: The following article is 
reprinted with permission from the Nebraska 
Humanities Council. 
 

“Barbershop Harmony is four guys tasting the 
holy essence of four mechanisms coming into 
complete being.” –Meredith Willson, composer of 
“Music Man” . 

 
Organized barbershop quartet singing began in 

1938, but there was four-part unaccompanied 
singing as early as the late 1800’s.  Close harmony 
quartets appeared on minstrel shows, vaudeville and 
informal gatherings (including barbershops).  Noted 
barbershop singer and director Dr. Jim Henry , 
choral professor at the University of Missouri, St. 
Louis, has written of the historical roots of 
barbershop music – primarily a product of the 
African-American culture.  According to the 
Barbershop Harmony Society, barbershop singing is 
four part, unaccompanied close harmony singing 
that lends itself to the vocal and skill range of 
amateur singers and emphasizes simple heartfelt 
emotions such as love, friendship, mother and the 
girl next door. It has also been described as a 
uniquely American Folk Art.  (For more complete 
information contact the Barbershop Harmony 
Society – info@barbershop.org. 

 
Now we shift gears to the 1930’s – the great 

depression as described by the late Dean Atlee 
Snyder, Barbershop Historian-Emeritus:  “Millions 
unemployed, hunger, unrest, industry shut down, 
bank failures, mortgage foreclosures, extremely 
difficult times.  By 1938 the tide was beginning to 

turn.  Federal government sponsored programs (The 
New Deal) such as NRA, WPA, CCC, SSA, SEC, 
and more were in place.  People were more 
optimistic and ordinary folk were beginning to sing 
again, especially in amateur groups and homes. 

 
Out of this optimism came the inspiration of a 46 

year old lawyer, O. C. Cash, of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  
He hoped to revive one of the pleasures of his youth 
– singing four part harmony.  Cash and his friend, 
Rupert Hall , a banker, humorously sought to out-
rival the three and four letter New Deal agencies by 
creating a new organization with longer initials – 
SPEBSQSA, “The Society for the Preservation and 
Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in 
America” (now known as “The Barbershop 
Harmony Society”). 

 
They invited a group of friends in 1938 to a 

songfest on the Roof Garden of the Tulsa Club.  
The idea of a quartet society had a certain sparkle as 
well as a funny name.  Almost immediately with 
publicity by local papers, national wire services, 
and stories in magazines, inquiries came to Cash, 
“How can I join?”  His answer was to send 
membership cards (at his own expense) and to 
deputize those who inquired to form local chapters.  
In 1939, a world’s championship quartet contest 
was held in Tulsa.  In 1940 it was held at the New 
York’s World’s Fair.”  SPEBSQSA was truly a 
society of quartet singers with very little formal 
structure.  Chapter shows featured a parade of 
quartets. 

 
In 1946, a joint meeting of delegates from 

Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri and Nebraska met in 
Joplin.  They formed the Central States Association 
of 21 chapters.  The original Nebraska chapters 
were Omaha and Scottsbluff.  Nebraskans were 
extremely active.  Claire Wilson of Omaha was 
elected the first District President.  District 
boundaries have altered over the years and the 
Central States District (CSD) now includes all of 
Iowa and Missouri and everything east of highway 
83 in South Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas. 

 
January 1947, Omaha hosted the mid-winter 

International Board meeting.  A parade of quartets 
 
Barbershop in Nebraska continued on page 21 
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Barbershop in Nebraska continued from page 20 

 
featured several International champions.  Lincoln 
hosted a regional preliminary contest in 1948.  Five 
quartets qualified for the International contest.  
They included “The Keymasters” of Lincoln, 
whose bass singer, Dale Heiliger, still sings with 
the Lincoln Continentals Barbershop Chorus. 

 
A 1951 directory lists the following Nebraska 

chapters:  Beatrice, Franklin, Fremont, Grand 
Island, Hastings, Holdrege, Kearney, Lexington, 
Lincoln, North Platte, Omaha and Scottsbluff.  
Some lasted, but many faded away after a few years 
and then re-chartered later. 

 
CSD chapters in 2008 are: Beatrice, Fremont, 

Grand Island, Hastings, Kearney, Lincoln, McCook, 
Nebraska City, Omaha, Ord, Papillion.  Scottsbluff 
and Ogallala are in the Rocky Mountain district.  
The oldest continuous chapters are:  Omaha, 1943; 
Lincoln, 1946; and Hastings, 1966.  The newest:  
Ogallala, 2001, and Ord, 2000. 

 
The 1950 International Barbershop Quartet 

Convention and Contest was held in Omaha.  
Quartets from coast to coast competed. Finalists 
included “Four Tones” from Omaha.  The 
champion quartet was “The Buffalo Bills” from 
New York.  They went on to fame in Meredith 
Willson’s Broadway sensation “Music Man” and 
greatly helped increase awareness of barbershop 
music throughout the country.  Incidentally 
barbershop founders and officials were inducted as 
Admirals in the Navy of the Great State of 
Nebraska. 

 
Quartets with Nebraska singers who have won 

the CSD championship include: “The Keymasters” 
(1948), “Chord Motor Company” (1978), 
“Sibling Rivalry” (1999) of Lincoln; “Freefall” 
(1995) Lincoln and Beatrice; “Skymasters” 
(1954) and “Missouri Valley Music Company” 
(1985) Omaha; “Nebraska Compromise” (1996), 
“Phase Two” (2000), “Two States Four” (2002) 
Fremont; “Classic Collection” (1975) Hastings. 

 
The original “Classic Collection” singers were 

Curt Hutchison, Larry Wilson, Papa Joe Heltne 

and his son Terry.  The three younger singers 
moved to Denver.  Papa Joe’s health was declining.  
George Davidson of Denver, joined the quartet and 
in 1982 “Classic Collection” became the only 
quartet with Nebraska roots to be crowned 
International Champions. 

 
Hundreds of Nebraska quartets have entertained 

audiences over the years.  Here are a few past and 
present quartets that might be remembered:  
“Culliganaires”, “Shamrocks” and “Patent 
Pending” (Kearney); “Vocalmotive Quartet”  
(Fremont); “Kernels”, “Ak-Sar-Ben-aires”,  
(Omaha); “Four Dads”, “Neighborhood Four”, 
“Rendition”  (Hastings); “Yesterday’s Kids” 
(Papillion);  “The Uncalled Four”  (Franklin) listed 
in the 1951 directory.  Don Blank, now of McCook, 
sang in that quartet as a high school student.  He 
will be the CSD President 2009-2010. 

 
Barbershop singing can be a family activity with 

fathers, sons, and even grandfathers.  The well-
known Scottsbluff quartet “Chordial 
Celebration” , a comedy foursome singing together 
more than thirty years (Dan Clark, Gary Drown, 
Steve Libsack and Rod Businga) spawned a 
quartet with three of their sons.  Jim Clark, Darin 
Drown and Syd Libsack along with Jeff Solano 
formed “Storm Front”, International 3rd place 
medalists in 2007. 

 
In 1953, SPEBSQSA added choruses to the 

contests.  In 1954, the district convention was held 
in Kearney and the Kearney chorus, directed by 
Willis Neustrom, was district champion.  Other 
district winners from Nebraska have been Beatrice 
and Lincoln (five times). 

 
Over the last 62 years, many of the five state 

district conventions have been held in Nebraska, 
notably Omaha and Lincoln.  District officer 
training schools are often in Omaha or Lincoln. 

 
Barbershop singers come from all walks of life.  

The original (1946) roster of the Lincoln chapter did 
have some notable names:  Val Peterson, who 
became Nebraska’s governor the next year, the 
owner of the Cornhusker Hotel – A.Q. Schimmel 
 
Barbershop in Nebraska continued on page 22 
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and Hugo Srb, Clerk of the Nebraska Legislature.  
Barbershop rosters are filled with men who love to 
sing harmony and enjoy fellowship.  Nebraskans 
(570 members, 13 chapters) have over the years 
been an important part of the leadership of the 
Central States District (2700 members, 60 chapters) 
and the Barbershop Harmony Society (28,000 
members, 825 chapters and affiliates in Australia, 
England, Germany, Netherlands, Ireland, Finland, 
New Zealand, Sweden and Republic of South 
Africa.) 

 
Past district (CSD) presidents from Nebraska are 

Claire Wilson* , Bob Stock*, Omaha; Don Little , 
Lincoln, Winston Rashleigh*, Fremont; Jim 
Griffith* , Papillion; and Fred Teller* , Hastings.  
(* are also district Hall of Fame.)  Other Hall of 
Fame recipients:  Steve Trusty, Omaha; Dale 
Comer, Lincoln; Gary Drown, Kearney; and 
Larry Monson , Lincoln. 

 
With their love of four part a capella close 

harmony Nebraska barbershop singers serve their 
communities and the State in a huge variety of 
ways.  Quartets and choruses have brought “The 
Good Life” to audiences of 1 to 80,000.  Dr. Don 
Blank, McCook, arranged for a massed chorus of 
barbershoppers to sing our national anthem before 
football games at UNL, UNO, and UNK. 

 
Barbershoppers perform for among others: 

Chamber of Commerce, community events, 
conventions, birthdays, holiday parties, 
anniversaries, retirement, assisted living and 
nursing homes.  They offer Singing Valentines.  
They also sing in area churches in the summer when 
choirs are on vacation.  Every chapter has an annual 
show featuring their chorus and quartets. 

 
Support of music in schools is important to the 

Barbershop Harmony Society.  In Nebraska, 
Kearney has awarded scholarships to UNK; 
Hastings offers a $1000.00 annual award to a vocal 
music major at Hastings College.  Kearney hosted a 
Young Men in Harmony Spectacular from 1983 to 
1995.  Beatrice, Lincoln and Nebraska City have a 
Youth in Harmony event that attracts up to 400 high 
school singers.  The Hastings chapter with 

assistance from McCook, Kearney and Grand Island 
and in cooperation with Hastings College Music 
Department hosted 150 Youth In Harmony singers.  
All these events include a professional clinician. 

 
Kearney for many years held a Barbershop 

Bonanza bringing together area barbershoppers for 
a one day workshop with outstanding clinicians.  
That event is now alternated among McCook, 
Kearney, Hastings and Grand Island. Individually 
Nebraska barbershop chapters have an impressive 
list of performances.  Here are a few:  Omaha – 
College World Series; Fremont – concert in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, Nebraska Governor’s Ball; 
Beatrice – Homestead Days, performance in 
Washington D. C., Columbus, Ohio and Branson, 
Missouri; Hastings – collaborated with Hastings 
Symphony Orchestra and South Central Nebraska 
Children’s Chorale; Ogallala – Nebraskaland Days. 

 
    The mission of the Barbershop Harmony Society 
is “to bring men together in harmony and fellowship 
to enrich lives through singing.”  Nebraska 
barbershop singers are constantly working to fulfill 
that mission. 

 
Barbershop Singing in Nebraska 
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     Ord – Al Baeder 
Papillion – Jim Griffith 
Scottsbluff – Dr. Dan Clark 

________________________________________ 
 

Cruise Ship seeking barbershop 
choruses and quartets for show 
 

 
 

Ozark Country Vacations & Cruises, Inc. of 
Branson, Missouri is currently seeking quality 
Barbershop choruses and quartets to entertain in 
an exhibition/competition show on March 7, 
2010 aboard the magnificent mega ship, 
Carnivals “Conquest”. The show will be open 
to all patrons of this sailing on board to enjoy 
the thrilling sounds of Barbershop Singing.  The 
cruise will feature three exciting ports of call. 
They will be Nassau, Bahamas, Key West, and 
Freeport, Bahamas! 

 
The show has a capacity of 4 choruses and 6 

quartet groups.  Rates are extremely affordable 
beginning at only $469.00 per person plus port 
fees and taxes for a 7 day voyage and rates 
includes all meals and entertainment as well as 
performance opportunities.  Deposits of only 
$75.00 per person is required to hold a 
stateroom and final payments are not due until 
December 2009.   The top performing chorus 
and quartets will be awarded a cash prize purse 
for their organization, plus all groups 
performing will be presented a special concert 

by Branson Morning Show entertainer, Mr. 
Doug Gabriel of the Doug Gabriel Show. 

 
Chorus directors and quartet leaders are 

asked to call Carl Wade at 1-800-463-4254 for 
complete information regarding the Barbershop 
At Sea Cruise for 2010.  This cruise will sell out 
so early reservations are recommended.   It will 
be a week of singing, parties, shows, food and 
fun!  All individuals who are interested in being 
a part of this fabulous week are also encouraged 
to call for complete details. 
 
Contact:  Carl Wade 
Ozark Country Vacations & Cruises, Inc. 
PO Box 865 
Branson, Mo 65616 
1-800-463-4254 
E-Mail:Bransonvac@aol.com     
www.bransonfuntravel.com 
 

Join our Barbershop 
Cruise to the Caribbean!!! 

 

Come sail with us on our 7-day cruise to 
exciting ports of call featuring: 
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It will be a week of singing, parties, shows, 
competition, food and fun! 

 
We set sail March 7, 2010  

 
For more information contact 

Ozark Country Vacations & Cruises, Inc. at 
1-800-463-4254 

E-Mail:Bransonvac@aol.com     
www.bransonfuntravel.com 

 



 

 

What’s 
Coming 
Up and 
Where? 

Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
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District and Society Calendar 
NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately August 1, 2009  
                       
                    2009 - 2011 Chapter Shows 
 
June 20 St Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 
Nov 21 Winner, SD, Westside Elementary School 
Dec 11-13 St Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 
Dec 12 Florissant Valley, MO, Florissant Civic Centre 
March 27, 2010 Algona, Iowa (2 shows) 
April 10, 2010 Mason City, Iowa NIACC - Mason City 
 
April 17, 2010 Fort Dodge, Iowa, Phillips Middle School (2 
shows) 
April 24-25, 2010 CSD Spring Convention 
 
May 1, 2010 Des Moines, Iowa, Hoyt-Sherman Place 
April 2, 2011 Mason City, Iowa, NIACC - Mason City (2 
shows)  
 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request 
a show date.

 

Society Events 
 
May  – Singing for Life – during the month – coordinate with 

your local American Red Cross or Blood Centers 
 
June 29 – July 4 – International Convention Anaheim, CA 
 
July 26-August 2 – Harmony University and Director’s College, 

St. Joseph, MO 
 
Reserve these CSD Dates 
 

2009  
July 25 – Chuck Greene Membership 

Seminar, St Joseph, MO 
October 9-11 – CSD Fall Convention, 

Lincoln, NE 
2010 
April 23-25, 2010 CSD Spring 

Convention (location TBD) 
October  8-10, 2010 CSD Fall Convention 

(TBD) 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
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