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CSD Fall Convention in Cedar Rapids: 
 

Crossroads - CSD Quartet Champions 
St. Charles Ambassadors of Harmony – AAA Chorus Champions 

Lincoln Continentals - AA Chorus Champions 
�

�
The Ambassadors of Harmony, the 2008 CSD chorus champions, perform “This joint is jumping/Get me to the church 

on time”. Photo by David Haase. 
 

CSD Fall Convention coverage begins on page 4 
 
 

April 24-26, 2009 – Mark it on your calendar! 
SPRING CONVENTION 2009 in Springfield MO! 
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2009 April 24-26 Oct 9-11 
2010 April 23-25 Oct 8-10 
2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
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My Crystal Ball 
By Don Fuson. 
CSD President 

 
  

CSD chapters and members are 
completing another great year of 
singing and harmonizing. 

  
Were YOU positively and proactively engaged in planning 

your chapter activities?  Did YOU suggest some new songs, 
new venues to perform, new ways of calling/contacting 
missing members and (ESPECIALLY) new avenues to reach 
potential guests and new members? 

  
If YOU look in your own crystal ball, what do you see 

your chapter doing and being by the end of 2009 and beyond? 
  
What specific planning milestones does your crystal ball 

require that you create to reach these goals?  Most 
organizations can improve their own results just by paying a 
bit more attention up front to what is expected, required or 
desired later.  Then it is a process of setting up the steps and 
resources to reach more of those goals as the year progresses, 
and also modifying last year's plan to eliminate some of the 
barriers that came up. 

  
There might also be "some" required items for your 2009 

"cake" that you want to bake for your chapter party in 2009: 
  
Begin with these ingredients: 

�  Keep stirring and developing,  refreshing and 
involving, the current members 

�  Throw in a sizeable mix of new guests, new 
members, new songs and fresh ideas for our cake 

Add some potential new "wet" ingredients: 
�  Retraining on existing chapter policies and reference 

materials 
�  Creation of new chapter work plans and goals 
�  Dates and assignments for new coaching on 

individual vocal skills and group vocal sound 
Bake: 

�  Encourage director training 
�  Follow your director in practice and also in 

performance 
�  Monitor your chapter board as they carry out the 

plans and reach for membership satisfaction and 
enjoyment 

Serve: 
�  Seek new performance venues 
�  Interface with new potential guests 
�  Display chorus/quartets by also planning inter-

chapter events 
�  Have FUN and spread your harmonies as the "icing 

on our cake" 
  

 
I already see many of these things in my crystal ball.  

These form a great vision to also see in your own crystal ball.  
I'd like to share them with you in 2009. 

Let me take a final moment to thank you for singing.  Let 
me also thank all of your own chapter leaders for their time 
and hard work.  We need each member to do something (in 
addition to singing each week) to help the chapter remain 
strong and grow.  We are the lucky ones to have this 
opportunity each week. 

I am very grateful for the opportunity to serve as your CSD 
District President in 2007-2008.  I have had many members 
support and encourage me in my duties as your District 
President. 

We, the Central States District and each member within it, 
have many new opportunities to continue to pursue, improve 
and enjoy.  Become a positive part of that. 

May we all support our chapters, our chapter leaders, our 
district leaders and all the other volunteers in our singing 
Society in 2009. 

My crystal ball sees that for you in 2009.  
 
For the Spring 2009 Convention, CSD has been catching 

up with planning and has final plans to take the contest to 
Springfield, MO.  Additional details will be sent to all 
chapters soon, and complete information will be put on the 
CSD web site (www.centralstatesdistrict.com). 
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol Bruce 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  
 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 

Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 
kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Impressive CSD 
Competition Weekend 

in Cedar Rapids 
By Jim Bagby, District 

C&J Administrator 
 
   OK, you figger two silver 
medalists in the same field are 
gonna cause some fireworks, and 

we had those Oct. 10-11 in Cedar Rapids. 
 
   The Ambassadors of Harmony were even better than 
advertised, rolling up  more than 1,700 points in claiming the 
chorus gold with a spectacular performance that shot them to 
the head of a lineup of 16 entrants  into an enviable spot 
heading for Anaheim next summer. Jim Henry and his 133 
St. Charles singers were firing on all cylinders in averaging a 
94.7 that undoubtedly will open competitor eyes around the 
Society. 
 
    In the quartet competition, Vail, IA, native Fred Farrell , 
although a gold medalist in 1989 with 2nd Edition, claimed his 
first CSD district championship as Crossroads soared to a 90 
average to best 24 other foursomes.  Rounding out this still 
relatively new shooting star quartet are new St. Louis area 
resident Brandon Guyton on bari, who'll be remembered 
from Four Voices; a member of the Michigan Slamkas, Mike, 
on lead, who wears a gold with Power Play, and yes, that same 
Henry feller from Gas House Gang game on bass. 
 

 
The 2008 CSD Quartet Champions, Crossroads. Photo by 
Jayne Morden. 
 
 
    The novice quartet title went to a Kansas City newbie, Split 
Decision: Jake Pirner, Mike Neff, Brandon Yarbrough and 
Mike Louque.  It was quite a weekend for Neff, who also 
directed Class A Kansas City Metro into second place ahead 
of perennial power Heart of America, where he was formerly  
associate director.  Fremont, NE.; was fourth, and Lincoln, 
NE., claimed the AA Plateau title and climbed back to fifth. 
    It's worth mentioning it was the final CSD contest 
for Continental arm-waver Dale Comer, who has directed 

Lincoln for 28 consecutive years. Anyone know of a longer 
streak?  His retirement is effective Dec. 31. 
 

 
The 2008 CSD Novice Quartet Champions, Split Decision. 
Photo by Jayne Morden. 

 
    The most-improved AA chorus was Cedar Rapids, directed 
by John Hayden -- even as the Harmony Hawks hosted a 
convention that almost wasn't because of major early-summer 
floods.  AOH claimed the AAA Plateau most-improved prize. 
 
    One other C&J scoring prize was announced:  Super Novice 
Quartet trophy, to the Kansas City Chapter's 3rd Generation 
(Daniel Fortino, Steve Duncan, Anthony Fortino and 
Jonathan Fortino).  The certificates, informally known as the 
"don't leave a puddle award," go to the quartet scoring highest 
composed of all new competitors.  Yes, these youngsters all 
are offspring  barbershoppers, coached by Dan and Jon's dad, 
High Definition bari John Fortino.  Anthony's pop is HD lead 
Mark , and Steve's parents are Zing! tenor Michelle Hunget  
and two-time CSD quartet champ bari Grant Hunget.  The 
Fortinos' granddad, Ron, also sings with HOA. 
 

 
Super Novice quartet,  3rd Generation. Photo by Matt 
Bostick.  Related article elsewhere in the Serenade. 
 
    One other C&J presentation was made over the weekend -- 
Judge Emeritus Awards voted by the Society International 
Contest and Judging Committee. 
Convention continued on page 5
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Convention continued from page 4 
 
    These were announced earlier, to six Society judges.  CSD 
had two of them: Ron Phillips of Mason City and Joseph 
Stern of Kansas City.  Former Society Historian David 
Krause of Kansas City presented the Stern plaque to HOA 
President Doug Brott.  Former Mason City Chorus Director 
Paul Wigley, who was on the judging panel, made an 
emotional presentation of the Phillips award to Ron's two 
daughters. 
 

 
Ron Phillips’ daughters, Julie and Joan, accepts the Judge 
Emeritus Award for their father. Photo by Jayne Morden. 
 

 
    I'd be remiss if I didn't thank the CSD All-Star Chorus Mic 
Testing Chorus, which was anchored by about 15 members of 
the Manhattan Chapter -- thanks to the recruiting efforts of 
Bill Hansen.  We contacted a couple of Iowa choruses about 
the job, but neither was available -- so guys from a half-dozen 
chapters showed up at 9 a.m. Saturday to rehearse under some  
 has-been director and do an excellent job of checking out the 
sound system at the U.S. Cellular Center -- which was not set 
for choruses before we began.  Singing Judge Chad Guyton 
volunteered extra time to make sure the levels were fair to the 
competing choruses.  He was the assigned "asterisk" judge, 
but he did not have to put in the extra time -- and CSD 
benefited from his time and expertise. 
 
    And the judges were lavish in their praise of the level of 
competition in the CSD.  Tom Woodall of Illinois, who's been 
doing this for 36 years, wrote afterward, "this was probably 
close to my 150th contest, and I don't recall any I've enjoyed 
more." 
 
    One reason might have been that his son, Tim, is now a 
SNG category candidate, and was on hand.  Tim said of the 

weekend:  "What a convention!  What a contest!  Great 
performers, excellent performances, tag singing, making new 
acquaintances -- pretty much everything one could hope for." 
 
  And finally, Northeastern District Board Member Steve 
Tramack, who also was practice judging, told us:  "The 
hospitality...from members of the host chapter and everyone 
were top notch...and a prime example of how to run a 
convention and treat the judges!" 

 
   My thanks go to the Cedar Rapids convention team headed 
so diligently by Tom Zuber.  All the guys who worked in the 
C&J area were most cordial and efficient, as indicated by the 
response of our judges.  My wife, Joann, does shoulder most 
of the hospitality load, so you and I both are in her debt! 

 
 

 

 
Bob Swenson and his wife, Telva, are recognized for 15 
years of service as CSD convention registrar. Bob retired 
from the job after the convention. Photo by Harvey Kiser. 
 
 
 

 
The Jurassic Larks surprises Bill McLaurine with the 2008 
CSD Barbershopper of the Year Award.  Photo by Dave 
Haase. 
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Ron Abel, Bob Johnson 
recognized at Nashville for 50 

years of BHS membership 
 

 
Ron Abel receives his 50 year pin at the International 
Convention in Nashville.  Ron is a member of the Kansas 
City chapter. Pinning Ron is his wife, Ann. Photo by Jim 
Nugent. 
 
 

Bob Johnson receives his 50 year pin at the International 
Convention in Nashville. Bob is a member of the Greater 
Ozarks chapter. Pinning Bob is his wife, Alice. Photo by 
Jim Nugent. 
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CSD members attend Harmony University 
 

 
Members of the Central States District take time out of their busy schedule at Harmony University for a group shot. Photo by 
Lonnie Miner. 
 

Voices of America searching for 
new director 
By Scott Johnson 
 
The St. Joseph Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society, 
better known as the Voices of America (VOA), is currently in 
search of a full-time, permanent musical director. 
 
Chapter History: The VOA chorus is the local chapter of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society, having been in existence since 
1957. VOA continues a long-line of success and hard work as 
St. Joseph’s only men’s a cappella chorus. The chapter has 
competed at the district and International levels as the Pony 
Expressmen and the American BarberBoys, reaching as high 
as 5th place. As the American BarberBoys, the chorus made a 
return to International attention in 1998 and competed on the 
International stage four times up to 2005. Then in 2006, the 
chapter adopted the name Voices of America with the express 
goal of raising the level of competitiveness and overall quality 
while maintaining the exuberance of the “BarberBoys style”. 
Although the chorus focuses on and competes in the 
barbershop style, we enjoy all forms of a cappella music and 
occasionally throw in an accompanied piece when the time is 
right. 
 
Director Responsibilities: The musical director will assume 
the role of front-line musical director for the VOA chorus. 
While an exact time has not been determined, the goal is to 

have a permanent director in place by January of 2009. The 
chorus is currently under the direction of interim director 
Shaun Agnew, a long-time member and assistant director of 
the chorus. The new director is responsible for leading the 
weekly musical rehearsals as well as coordinating non-singing 
activities with the board of directors, mainly through the 
President (currently Dan Kellogg). 
 
The director is also responsible – with the help of a music 
team – of selecting music, securing learning CDs, setting 
rehearsal schedules and establishing/coordinating an audition 
process. 
 
The VOA chorus typically has two major performances during 
a year – an annual spring show and a Christmas show – as 
well as various performances in St. Joseph and the 
surrounding areas.  
 
Compensation: As a relatively small, but very active chapter, 
financial resources are available but not necessarily abundant. 
As such, the chapter intends to offer a small stipend to the new 
director as well as covering certain expenses such as annual 
BHS dues and chorus related travel, including but not limited 
to district and International contest(s). 
 
Who should apply?: The VOA chorus is a hard-working, 
youthful (in heart if not body), entertaining chorus. Our  
 
Director search continued on page 8



�� ���������������������������������� ���������	

��������������������������������������� �����������
���� ������������������������������������������
Director search continued from page 7 
 
history has shown us we can achieve a high quality of musical 
skills while maintaining a reputation for excellent 
entertainment to audiences of all ages. We do not “limit” 
ourselves to one style of music and we enjoy offering 
membership to male singers of all ages, as long as they are 
young at heart. We expect our new director to understand, 
respect and then elevate all of these aspects of a great chorus 
so that we can move to that proverbial “next level” – as long 
as that level is UP! 
 

Application and Selection Process: Applications can be 
obtained from Scott Johnson, chairman of the VOA Director 
Search Committee (call 816-262-3807 or email 
sjohnson@angus.org). Our goal is to accept applications 
through November 30th, then if necessary, narrow the field to 
a group of 2-5 candidates for face-to-face interviews as well as 
actually rehearse the chorus at a future rehearsal. Final 
selection is at the discretion of the board of directors and we 
hope to have a full-time director announced and in place by 
early January 2009. Visit www.vchorus.com for updates and 
further details. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Society music staff announces 
visit to CSD 
 

Rick Spencer, Society Director of Music Education, 
announced in a letter to the district leadership that 
James Estes, Music Educator - Youth In Harmony and 
Collegiate Development Specialist, will be visiting the 
Central States District March 9-12, 2009. 

 
His schedule while in the CSD: 
 
March 9 - Lincoln/Beatrice/Nebraska City Chapters 
Youth In Harmony at Nebraska Wesleyan University.  
Lincoln, NE.  Staff person to be Guest Clinician  
 
March 10 - Visit to Doane College, Crete, NE. 
Will be working with music department. 
 
Nebraska City, Apple Core Chapter meeting 
 
March 11 - Visit to Iowa Lakes Community College, 
Estherville, IA – will be working with music department 
 
Town Meeting with Algona, Iowa Cornbelt Chorus 
 
March 12 - Visit Des Moines, IA, area schools and 
colleges 
 

This is a tentative schedule. Any changes in the 
schedule will be published in the February issue of the 
Serenade. 
 

 

 
The Lincoln Continentals 
Barbershop Chorus Seeks a New 
Director  

With great weeping and gnashing of teeth, the 
Lincoln Continentals Barbershop Chorus announces the 
retirement of Dale Comer as its director, effective the 
end of December, 2008.  Even though we are in the early 
stages of our search for a new director and are still 
developing a more detailed description of duties, we 
want to "get the message out” as soon as possible.  
 

We prefer someone with:  

�  A music education background  
�  Experience directing a barbershop chorus, and  
�  Strong leadership and motivational skills  

If you are interested in becoming the director of the 
Lincoln Continentals Barbershop Chorus; if you know of 
someone who might be interested; or if you have 
questions, please contact:  

Jerry Neeman Music Vice President 
music@lincolncontinentals.org 
402-269-2642 

Gerry Wirth, President 
chapterpresident@lincolncontinentals.org 
402-873-4339 

 

. 
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St. Louis area Barbershoppers 
Knocks Audience’s Socks Off 

By Chris Schuneman, St. Louis Area 
Barbershop Council VP 

 
On August 23rd, the First Baptist Church of St. 

Charles saw a standing room only crowd as the St. Louis 
Area Barbershop Council sponsored its third annual 
Harmony Festival and Cabaret.  Born out of what used 
to be the area contest, the Festival broadened the 
festivities to include women’s groups from the Sweet 
Adelines International and Harmony, Incorporated.   

 
Seven quartets and six choruses performed on the 

show, which ran from 1:00-5:00 in the afternoon.  
Unlike the old contest, the new Festival format 
downplays competition and emphasizes fun, while still 
giving the performers the option of being evaluated if 
they so wish.  Most opted for the evaluation, because the 
judging panel was loaded with extremely gifted 
performers, directors, judges and arrangers. The 
feedback from the participants was that it was extremely 
valuable, and one of the more modest groups added 
“charitable” to the description.  

 
The audience this year was VERY different from the 

two years past.  “Last year, and the year before, we had a 
great festival,” said Mike Dohogne, the primary 
organizer, and past president of the council.  “It was like 
a large scale jamboree.  But this year we discussed that it 
was a shame for so many gifted groups to perform only 
for other barbershoppers.  We invited the Ambassadors 
of Harmony to perform, as a grand finale, and marketed 
pre-show tickets to the public for only $5, with a $6 
price on tickets at the door.  Our strategy was to 
encourage the public, and it worked.  The audience 
showed up in droves.  We had to keep bringing chairs in 
to accommodate the crowd.”  

 
Mick Roedder, the council treasurer, took tickets at 

the door, and has yet to calculate the attendance, but it 
was estimated by those in attendance at over 300 people 
in addition to the performers.  This was clearly the 
largest attendance ever.  

 
Chris Schuneman, council VP, said that a good 

number of his friends had come, mostly as a favor to 
him, without a lot of pre-knowledge on what to expect.  
“They were blown away,” Chris said.  “and not just by 
the Ambassadors.  They told me if the show had been 
over prior to the Ambassadors performance, they’d have 
still been  impressed, but the Ambassadors' 30 minute 
performance, which included their Silver Medal winning 

contest set, knocked their socks completely off.  I guess 
they were just dangling from their toes prior to that!”, 
chuckled Schuneman.  

 
The St. Louis Area Barbershop Council is a group 

made up of representatives from eight barbershop 
chapters in St. Louis and the surrounding area in 
Missouri and Illinois.  It strives to promote barbershop 
events in the area, and support the area's many chapters 
and quartets.  The Festival is one of our major annual 
endeavors. 

 
  

 
City Voices chorus entertained the audience with their 
“Heart Doctor” comedy routine. Photo by Chris 
Schuneman. 
 
 

 
The Sounds of Harmony Chorus from Belleville, Ill., under 
the direction of Doug Brooks, accepts the audience’s 
applause.  Photo by Chris Schuneman. 
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3rd Generation Races Against 
Mother Nature to Win Super Novice 

By John Fortino 
 

In 24 years of barbershopping, I have had the privilege of 
coaching quartets of all ages.  While there have been a few 
quartets that I have semi-regularly coached, the rest of them 
have been "one session stands". I have never been responsible 
for taking a foursome and preparing them to compete in a 
society sponsored contest.  Especially, not one where the 
oldest member is 15 and the youngest is 10.  However, with 
3rd Generation, this was a ministry I was called upon to take 
up and thoroughly enjoyed. 

 
It all began two years ago when my oldest son Jonathan, 

my nephews Anthony Fortino and Andrew Meier and another 
young man, Steven Duncan, all sang in the tenor section of the 
Heart of America Chorus.  The men of the Kansas City Mo. 
Chapter, who were nothing less than surrogate fathers to these 
young men, encouraged me to organize the boys into a quartet 
and have them compete in the local Harmony Explosion 
contest.  Because the boys were so young, I realized that 
anything that they sang would have to be pitched up several 
steps and the arrangements would have to be customized to 
keep the ranges of the parts small and the notes of the chords 
close together.   

 
In February of 2007 the quartet (then called Raising the 

Bar) took first place in the junior division of the Harmony 
Explosion contest.  By the summer of that year, Andrew, who 
sang lead, entered that age where the voice makes a significant 
change.  However, the voices of the other 3 boys had not yet 
begun to change.  Under these circumstances, no amount of 
arrangement customization would have remedied the situation.  
So, the quartet reformed moving Steven to lead and asking my 
second oldest son, Daniel, to step in at tenor.  The new 
foursome became known as Top Notch and went on to win the 
Harmony Explosion Contest once again in February of 2008. 

 
Soon afterwards, the boys asked my opinion about 

competing for the Novice Championship in the CSD Fall 
District Contest.  At that time, the Fall Convention was 8 
months away and I knew that at ages 13 and 14, a lot could 
change in a young boy's life, especially his voice.  I 
encouraged them to wait till the middle of summer to decide 
about contest entry.  As expected, in July, we were no longer 
working with the same foursome.  The voices had changed.   

 
Back in February, the boys were singing arrangements that 

needed little modification as long as they sang them where 
Sweet Adeline quartets would sing them; up a fourth. Now, 
customized arrangements were needed and songs were only 
pitched up a third so that all the boys would feel comfortable 
singing the song. Learning tracks were made so that their 
contest pieces could be learned quickly.  The arrangements 
had to be legalized so that they could be used in contest.  
Daniel had to become a society member.  The quartet had to 
be registered with the society under a new name, 3rd 
Generation, since their current name was already used by a 

senior's quartet.  And the contest entry form was not filled out 
until the day of the deadline so that the arrangements would 
clear, and so that Daniel's society membership as well as the 
quartet's new name would get processed.  Not to mention the 
fact that we were still not certain whether or not the voices 
would change again before the contest weekend.  Weekly, two 
hour rehearsals began in August where these young men 
worked very hard and stayed focused.  However, even during 
the last week of rehearsal, we were modifying arrangements.  
It was a race against Mother Nature. 

 
The quartet is made up of my sons Jonathan, age 14, and 

Daniel, age 10, singing Baritone and Tenor respectively.  
Anthony Fortino, age 15, sings Bass, and is the son of Mark 
Fortino, my brother and former Lead of 12th Street Rag and 
current Lead of High Definition. Singing Lead is Steven 
Duncan, age 14, son of Michelle Hunget, 5th place SAI 
medalist Tenor of Zing! and the step son of Grant Hunget, 
two-time CSD district quartet champion baritone of both Take 
4 and Quadio. 

 
In the end, I feel very blessed to be a part of this young  

quartet, and I hope the experience made for an exciting 
October weekend in Cedar Rapids for all of us in CSD. 

 

 
3rd Generation, the 2008 CSD Super Novice Quartet 
winners. From left to right, Daniel Fortino, tenor; Steven 
Duncan, lead; Anthony Fortino, bass; and Jonathon 
Fortino, baritone. Photos by Matt Bostick 
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Top Gun School 
Draws Top Coaches 

for Top CSD Quartets 
By Bob Aderholt, Music and 

Performance Program 
 

What do you call it when six of 
the top contending CSD quartets get 

together with Cindy Hanson, Bill Biffle, and Steve Jamison 
this coming February 7th in St Joseph, MO? 

 
Why it is the CSD’s own TOP GUN SCHOOL (TGS). 
 
Now then, you ask, “What is a TOP GUN SCHOOL?” 
 
This is an all day affair with top coaches in the Society 

representing the Singing, Music and Performance categories.  
Cindy, from Denver, CO, will coach our quartets in the area of 
Performance; Bill Biffle, our BHS Society President, from 
Albuquerque, NM, works and assist in the Singing category; 
and Steve Jamison, Cape Coral, FL., will cover the Music side 
of quartetting.  
 
 

 
Our own Rich Knight is seen working with 3 Men & A 
Melody at last year’s TOP GUN SCHOOL. Photo by Bob 
Aderholt. 

 
 

The top six quartets, who have scored a 70.0 or higher, are 
eligible for TGS.  At times a quartet will have a conflict and 
be unable to attend.  In most cases, the #7 and/or #8 quartet is 
then asked to fill the open slot. 

 
These quartets run through their ‘contest sets’ for each of 

the three coaches, picking up subtle “tweaks” of their routines.    
 
This may be as simple as a hand gesture to a quick 

acknowledgment of a quartet member’s swipe or post in their 
set. 

 
It could be ‘how they take the stage’.  Helping the quartet 

to ‘own’ the stage? 
 
By the time these quartets have reached this level of 

competition, they have had hours and hours of coaching.  TOP 
GUN SCHOOL is not trying to replace their previous 
coaching and instruction but to reinforce their success and 
allow each member to raise the bar toward continued 
excellence. 

 
By the end of the day, everyone has worked and driven 

themselves to the real possibility of earning that BHS 
International GOLD medal. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



�� ���������������������������������� ���������	

��������������������������������������� �����������
����	 ������������������������������������������

Kansas City barbershoppers a hit in “The Music Man” 
By Jim Bagby
 
 

This foursome from the Kansas City metro area recently took 
part in a weeklong professional production of "The Music Man" 
at Kansas City's 8,000-seat Starlight Theater, and the 
barbershoppers behind them were part of the community chorus.   
Playing the school board were (from left) Jim Bagby and David 
Krause from Heart of America, bewigged Brian Belof from "3 
Men and a Melody" and Rick Kready from Topeka.   Standing 
are (from left) Barry Sanders, Rick Weymuth, Kent McClean, 
Bob Murphy and Kip Mathew.   Weymuth is a retired professor 
of music at Northwest Missouri State University and now a 
Society member in Hilton Head, S.C.; Mathew is a former HOA 
member and the other five are current Kansas City Chapter 
members. Photo courtesy of Jim Bagby. 

 

 
The self-dubbed "Starlight 4" was glad to pose with the female 
lead of "Music Man," Kate Fisher.   The lady who played Marian 
divides her time between New York and her suburban Denver 
home.     The week of the play was enhanced by the National 
Anthem being sung by a different barbershop group every night.  
David Krause directed the Heart of America Chorus twice, Rick 
Kready brought his Topeka chorus over one night, about 80 
members of  Harmony University came down one night under the 
direction of Rick Spencer, two Sweet Adeline choruses 
participated and our current CSD quartet champs, "High 
Definition," ripped the anthem on the seventh night. Photo 
courtesy of Jim Bagby. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Stepping in to Fill the 
Shoes of Dan Brown 
By Mike Scott, CSLT 

As many of you may already 
know, Dan Brown, the former CSLT 
Administrator had a great opportunity 
to take a job transfer to Switzerland 
for three years. I was the Chapter 
Counselor for Mason City and Fort 

Dodge chapters at the time I received the call from Dan asking 
if I would be interested. 

 
Like many of you, when we’re approached to take over a 

“chapter leadership position,” we tend to shy away from it at 
first. In my situation, I felt a sense of responsibility to ‘give 
something back’ from a hobby that’s been good to me.  

 
It was a calling that I could not and would not shy away 

from. Of course we’re not all wired the same but if you look 
back to our past and current ‘leaders’ of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society and our very own CSD – we have a 
powerful talent pool out there.   

 
I’m sure when OC Cash and Rupert Hall hooked up and 

came up with the idea of 4-part harmony – their very first 

question was: “Ya think anyone else will ‘step up’ and join 
us?”   
 

My late step-dad, Don Farrell – former DME and director 
of the Happiness Express chorus introduced me to his army 
buddy back in 1989 in the Kemper Arena in Kansas City. His 
army buddy took a chance and asked my ‘dad’ if he’d be 
interested in singing in a barbershop quartet and compete in 
the Far East talent show in Korea – back in the 50’s. That 
happened to be the International convention where Second 
Edition won the gold that year. That army buddy of Dad’s 
followed the gut instinct of Cash and Hall and took a chance. 
Not that I’m that hot of a quartet man but that got my brother 
Pat, Fred and I started in barbershopping and our mother – 
Katie Farrell is a talented song arranger, too. 

 
That’s where true LEADERSHIP starts, gentlemen. 

Successful chapters continue to identify, nurture and  promote 
talent from within. Once you have the right players on the 
field, good things will happen. Your chapter is worth the 
investment.   

 
The public loves to hear barbershop style music. Let’s not 

let them down. I encourage you to call or email me. My 
passion? To help our chapters become successful. 
 
Cell: 712-298-0140    E-mail: mikes@sttiowa.com 
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Notes from the District Convention 
By Mark Fuerniss, 
CSD Secretary 
 

What a great convention and contest in Cedar Rapids last month!  Congratulations and thanks to the Cedar Rapids 
Chapter for hosting a great convention under less than ideal conditions!   

 
As most of you are aware, twelve of the sixteen choruses that competed scored above an average of 65 points.  To get 

some idea of how exceptional this is, consider the top five scores for choruses in chapters who have had their district contests at the time of this 
article.  (Letters are used so as not to embarrass any particular district.)  The average scores per judge are followed by the number of men on stage in 
parentheses.  

  
 
First place Second place Third place Fourth place Fifth place 
B:   85.4 (41) 81.2 (49) 77.4 (40) 74.2 (36) 71.4 (54) 
D:   88.4 (82) 82.8 (60) 77.0 (23) 70.1 (19) 69.8 (33) 
E:   86.8 (69) 81.6 (73) 78.2 (53) 68.2 (24) 67.2 (25) 
M:   73.2 (17) 72.2 (53) 69.9 (39) 67.8 (16) 67.5 (16) 
S:   88.0 (105) 81.3 (26) 74.9 (26) 72.3 (35)  65.8 (21) 
 

The Ambassadors of Harmony, St. Charles Chapter, scored an average of 94.7 per judge!  Congratulations, not only to the quartet and chorus 
winners but to all the choruses and quartets that competed! 

 
The District Delegates to the Fall 2008 Presidents Council passed a motion adopting the Society’s new Youth membership rates.  Effective 

January 1, 2009, a Youth membership category will replace the current Student membership category, a Youth being a member who has not yet 
celebrated his 26th birthday.  New Youth members will have their first year of membership dues waived, Society and District (but subject to the $10 
enrollment fee).  Renewal dues for all youth members (under age 26 at the effective date of renewal) will be 50% of the dues of the Society’s and 
District’s regular membership dues.  Chapters will be allowed to set their own dues structure if they do not wish to follow the Society and District 
structures.  The Society has also established an Associate program limited to women only, with Society dues set at the rate of 50% of the dues for the 
Society’s regular membership dues category. 

 
ASCAP procedures for 2009 will have $215 being sent directly to HQ.  For 2008, if you have/had a chapter show, you need to send a check to 

the Society or me as the District Secretary for a minimum fee of $210 made payable to the Barbershop Harmony Society.  It was suggested by the 
Society Events V.P., John Schneider, that checks for ASCAP fees be included with BMI/SESAC show clearance applications.  However, I don’t 
anticipate getting many more Applications for Show Clearance and BMI and SESAC Licenses for 2008 shows in the remainder of 2008.  Questions 
regarding ASCAP should be sent to John Schneider jschneider@barbershop.org. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

News From the Society 
Board 
By Greg Caetano 
BHS Society Board 
PDBM CSD/ILL 
 

The Cedar Rapids Chapter and 
District Convention team excelled in 
making the CSD Convention happen. It 

was a great convention because of the continuing efforts of the 
team and also the fellowship and camaraderie that took center 
stage. I am delighted to have attended the convention and 
renewed friendships. 

Most of the information from the Nashville convention 
was sent out to the President’s Council / House of Delegates 
members at the Convention, and published in the August 
Serenade.  Our new Society President for 2009 is Bill Biffle, a 
33 year member from the Rocky Mountain District and resides 
in Albuquerque NM. Bill’s slogan for his term is “Together In 
Harmony” reflecting on both musical and social harmony. 

The Society Board had its Fall meeting on the first 
weekend of November and has an upcoming meeting at the 

Mid-Winter Convention.  Many of the discussion topics were 
not resolved by press time for this Serenade.  I’ll provide 
updates in the first Serenade issue of 2009. I did read 
preliminary numbers for the survey sent to the membership 
and 20% of CSD members took the time to provide feedback 
to the BHS leadership. Thanks for sharing your views on our 
hobby. 

The second Youth Chorus Festival scheduled for the 
Midwinter Convention in Pasadena CA already has fifteen 
choruses registered by Nov 1st. This festival concept is 
growing our Society. Two of the festival choruses from last 
year have chartered as chapters. Hope you get the opportunity 
to attend the Midwinter Convention and watch this fantastic 
festival. 

You can sign up now for Anaheim registrations for the 
July 2009 convention. Come to Anaheim and cheer on the 
CSD performers as this will be a convention you won’t want 
to miss. 
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Editor’s note: The following is a reprint of an article that 
appeared in The Republican, a newspaper from 
Burlington, KS. Permission was granted for the reprint of 
this article and the use of the photo. 
 

Barbershop Chorus 
Donates Choir Bags 

Becky Reeves 
News Editor 

 
        BURLINGTON — The Burlington High School Choir 
recently received a gift from Topeka's Capital City Barbershop 
Chorus.  The gifts were cloth garment bags to store and carry 
choir robes in while traveling. 
 
        The gift was funded through a benefit concert put on by 
the Capital City Barbershop Chorus July 12 at The Music Box 
in Burlington. Harry Huff , Burlington, sings in the 27-
member male chorus and helped initiate the project. Also 
performing at the benefit concert and representing the BHS 
Choir were Chelsea Poplin, Crystal Hinterweger and 
Shayla Moore. They performed a musical piece from the state 
contest. 
 
        "I was amazed when Mr. Huff e-mailed me and offered 
this wonderful gift of doing a benefit for the choir and offered 
to buy bags for the choir robes with the proceeds," said Choir 
Director Sue Long. "When he delivered them last week, they 
were beautiful. They were cloth, had a picture of the BHS 
Wildcat and a musical note and had 'Burlington High School 
Vocal Music Department, compliments of Topeka's Capital 
City Barbershop Chorus' on them. When the kids saw them, 
they were totally impressed because our old bags were thin 

plastic and in tatters. The kids were so surprised and 
appreciative." 
 
        Ethan Strawder, a member of the BHS Choir, is also a 
three-year member of the Capital City Barbershop Chorus. 
One of the barbershop chorus' missions is to become more 
involved with students. Huff said the group hopes to continue 
fundraising events for the BHS Choir. 
 

 
                                               Becky Reeves/The Republican 
Members of the Burlington High School Choir hold new 
garment bags donated to them by Topeka's Capital City 
Barbershop Chorus. From left, are, front row – Shayla 
Moore, Vivian Malone, Ashley George; second row – 
Chelsea Poplin, Kenzie Templeton, Mary Mader; third 
row – Ashley Cole, Katie Reilly, Lexi Peterson, Sharon 
Vant Leven; back row – Ethan Strawder, Darion 
Freeman, DeShawn Coran, Levi Hartwell, Sam Suchy and 
Matt Young. Not pictured is Kayla Bartley

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

AHSOW Back in Business in CSD 
By Glenn Schilberg 

AHSOW Information Mgr and Membership 
 

We had a wonderful re-launch of AHSOW in Central 
States District this last weekend (Oct 10-11).  The District had 
been lacking DEC (District Educator & Certifier) leadership 
since the eminent Dick Richards passed away.  The new DEC 
is Lynn Trapp , and Bryce Hopkins and Ben McDaniel have 
volunteered to be ADEC’s.  AHSOW Publicity Officer Ross 
Lindgren is also in CSD and he helped a lot as well.  Great 
team!  As a side note, I was tickled to see that my registration 
badge said “Friend Of The District” since I was a JAD’er!  
Nice touch by the convention staff.  And CSD Prez Don Fuson 
dropped in for a bit although I missed him. 

  
The CSD Events staff was most cooperative.  They 

provided a room right next door to the district’s Hospitality 
Room so we got some spillover effect and we always had 

ready access to coffee and cookies.  The mini-Harmony 
Marketplace and the Tagging Room were also nearby.  
However all the meeting rooms were on 5th floor, therefore 
away from the lobby and the main traffic flow; but that was 
the layout of the hotel and it was beyond the control of the 
CSD Staff.  The M.C. did announce the AHSOW Room from 
the podium during the competition.  Nice. 

  
We had 28 signed-in visitors which probably means about 

40 total.  We qualified five new members; and a sixth man 
passed his audition but didn’t pay his registration fee yet; 
Lynn and gang will follow up. We also reinstated one expired 
member.  Total gain: 6, possibly 7.  And these guys can 
HARMONIZE! 

  
Special kudos to Ben McDaniel who went to extra pains 

with his quartet, ear-harmonizing a lot and getting them all 
fired up about it.  All four of them are now AHSOW 
members.  The quartet is named “Wu” (named for the mascot  

 
AHSOW continued on page 15 
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of Wichita State University, originally named Wichita 
University ). Congratulations, WU!  And then Ben 
volunteered for ADEC as a follow-on.   

This was certainly a surge of youth – in addition to the 
four collegians above, we also qualified Tyler Dahl, a 14-
year-old eager-beaver barbershopper in the hosting chapter of 
Cedar Rapids .  Tyler spent almost all the time he could in the 
AHSOW Room, and even tried to get some taggers into our 
area.  

Here are the new members: 
               Ben McDaniel ( Newton KS ) – all parts 
               Chuck Edwards ( Wichita KS ) – all parts 
               Matt Webber ( Wichita KS )—all parts 
               Nick Charvat ( Wichita KS ) – all parts 
               Tyler Dahl ( Cedar Rapids IA ) – T L Bs 
And here’s the reinstated member: 
               Dick Holt  (Bella Vista AR) 
Hats off and pitchpipes out for a re-invigorated District!    
 
 

 

WHAT 
BARBERSHOP IS 
ALL ABOUT 
By Don Blank, CSD 
Executive VP  

  
Several months ago, one of the 

members of the PRAIRIE 
STATESMEN CHORUS, Kendall 

Rice, passed away unexpectedly.  His wife has asked one of 
our members to sing at his funeral, and he arranged for most 
of our chorus to sing. 

As fate would have it, Kendall had been assigned to bring 
treats for our next meeting.  His wife, Virginia, not only 
insisted that she would provide and bring treats for that 
meeting, but read the letter printed below to the chorus.  There 
weren't too many dry eyes in the room when she finished. 

This was her letter: 
I wanted to come this evening to share with you some of 

the feelings and memories I have of our times with the 
PRAIRIE STATESMEN Chorus. I honestly cannot remember 
what year Kendall joined the chorus or the circumstances that 
caused him to join, whether he was asked by one of your 
members to come, or if he just came when you publicized a 
guest night. I truly cannot remember, so you see, I am aging, 
too. 

For many years now, Tuesday has been a special night of 
the week for Kendall. He enjoyed the singing and fellowship 
so much that he would nearly always say "Don’t plan anything 
on Tuesday night!" A number of years ago, Kendall suffered 
several months of depression, but his times with you helped 
him face each day. After a night of chorus singing, he would 
return home whistling, which was a very good sign. 

 

Many of you, particularly those standing by him in the 
bass section, know that Kendall had to learn his music by rote, 
or should I say repetition, repetition, and repetition. He was 
not fortunate enough to have attended a high school that had a 
complete music program, and his father was more interested in 
his athletic ability than his musical development. Sometimes 
when he would come home after a practice, I would ask him, 
"How are you getting along?" And he would reply, "They’re 
putting up with me". So I thank each and every one of you for 
"putting up with him!" 

Your yearly chorus programs became a very important 
event in our total family’s lives. My mother lived at Willow 
Ridge, a retirement village, for several years and because she 
was quite musical herself, she absolutely wanted to attend the 
programs. My brother and his wife lived in Fargo, ND, and 
they made certain that one of their trips back to Nebraska 
would be on the weekend of the PRAIRIE STATESMEN 
show. Kendall and I reserved rooms at the Chief so that our 
children’s families could enjoy the show, and spend an 
evening swimming and visiting. My college roommate and her 
husband would come from Hastings, bringing with them their 
friend from the Hastings Chorus. Yes, show time was a special 
time. 

Other memories include singing the National Anthem at a 
Husker game with 220 other barbershoppers, plus singing at 
the University of Nebraska-Kearney game. There were the 
Valentine and Christmas parties, which were always very 
enjoyable. 

Several years ago in talking with Merlin Brown, I 
remarked that if something happened that Kendall passed 
away before I did, I wanted him to sing at his funeral and he 
agreed. Then it was just a few weeks ago that I reminded him 
of that promise, not knowing what was coming so soon. And 
when the time came, Merlin agreed to help us in any way 
possible. I remarked that if he wanted someone else to join 
him, it was perfectly fine with our family. What a blessing that 
we could have not only the quartet at the service, but also the 
members of the chorus sing at the cemetery! We were 
astounded to know that you would sacrifice your time and 
then travel to Wilsonville to assist at a fellow member’s 
service. I want you to know we have received many, many 
wonderful comments about the music at the service. 

Just yesterday, I received a letter from my cousin and his 
wife, who had come from Scottsbluff to attend the service. 
She wrote, "The music at the church was so great, and the 
group at the cemetery was truly outstanding. When they were 
singing "I’LL FLY AWAY", there was a lone bird (a hawk or 
larger) circling overhead. I’m sure that you couldn’t see it 
from under the awning. It seemed to be sending all of us a 
message.  She finished her letter by saying, "I will never 
forget it". 

As members of this chorus, you have, in so many ways, 
lifted the spirits of others, and I just want to encourage you to 
continue to do just as you always in that last song of every 
show---KEEP THE WHOLE WORLD SINGING!! 

If we ever wonder what barbershop is all about, her letter 
answers that question and really brings it home.  It's why we 
must do exactly what Virginia asks, and that is to KEEP THE 
WHOLE WORLD SINGING! 
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Hitting the Bull’s-
Eye with Marketing 

and Public 
Relations 

By Harvey Kiser 
CSD Marketing & Public 
Relations Administrator 

 
Early in October, there was a woodsmen competition at a 

county fair in Fryeburg, ME.  One event involved throwing a 
double-bladed ax at the bull’s-eye of a target.  One of the 
competitors hit the bull’s-eye 4 out of 5 tries.  Can CSD 
chapters hit their bull’s-eyes? 

 
CSD barbershop chapters have two targets:  One is internal 

– chapter members; the other one is external – the community. 
 
The Barbershop Harmony Society offers again the 

Singing for Life for each chapter to use in 2009.  This 
program allows chapters members to relate with each other 
and to reach out and give back to the community, both at the 
same time.  A chapter’s 2009 blood drive may be held anytime 
in the month of May. 

 
Singing for Life is a Society-wide blood drive.  Society 

president, Noah Funderburg, stated, in his October 8 letter to 
chapter presidents, that the 2008 blood drive was a solid 
success. 

 
Chapters may network with other community groups 

including choral groups, choirs, bands, schools and churches.   

The possibilities are unlimited.  The music provided during 
the operation of the blood donation centers may involve 
quartets, very large quartets (VLQs), and other 
vocal/instrumental ensembles. 

 
 

This event will stand out from any other blood drive in the 
community.  The registration deadline is January 31, 2009.  
After registering, the chapter will be contacted within 24 hours 
with instructions provided by a member of the Society’s 
Marketing and Public Relations Committee.   

 
Information about Singing for Life is available on the 

website of the Central States District.  The CSD website 
address is:  http://www.centralstatesdistrict.com/ Click on the 
button labeled “Singing for Life.”  Noah’s letter, the FAQs, 
Timetable and Job Description will be displayed. 

 
Ask your chapter president about getting registered and 

getting started.   
 

 

And now the end is 
near… 

By Byron Myers 
CSD Past President 

 
To all my barbershop friends in 

our Central States District: 
 

As this year reaches December 31, I will no longer be an 
“official” District Board member.  As I reflect on my nine 
years as VP of Music and Performance, Executive Vice 
President, President and now as I finish my final year as 
Immediate Past President,  I want to thank all those who made 
it a worthwhile and an enjoyable experience. 

 
I truly appreciate having the opportunity to know and share 

with our other District leadership…past and present. 
 
During my tenure…..I saw many changes to our Society 

and our own District.  I was happy to be part of those, even 
though some were not popular to all. In my opinion we must 

move forward with every opportunity… to prevent being 
passed by for something more exciting and inviting. 

 
CSD has been a leader among the Society’s Districts for a 

long time.  We have excelled in providing excellent leadership 
for our own District and have provided many quality leaders 
for various roles in the Society’s structure. 

 
We are a MODEL for other Districts in the management of 

our member’s funds. 
 
We have consistently been a leader in Membership 

retention and growth.  
 

A Side Note: ALL districts, and many chapters, are 
experiencing a downturn in membership.  An explanation 
often heard, is the state of the economy. I believe w can use 
the economy as a reason to retain and RECRUIT.  We will 
all need some respite from the pressure created by our 
economy. What better way than an evening of singing, fun 
and fellowship. 
 
Byron continued on page 17
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What a fantastic contribution CSD has made to our Society 

in terms of quality musical performers and leadership. We 
currently seem to be on a wave of Championships, but our 
history is fraught with top quality quartets and choruses who 
have made International competition part of our success. 

 
CSD is in good hands. Newly elected Don Blank as 

President, Harvey Kiser as our new Executive Vice President 
and Kevin Barker  joining the team as our new Board 
Member at Large,  will join Paul Cartwright , Treasurer; 
Mark Fuerniss, Secretary and Randy Fischer, current  
BMAL to create a solid board capable of handling our issues. 

 
 
Let me say “Thank You” so much for the opportunity to 

serve you during this time. As long as I am involved in 
leadership, in any capacity, I will always remember my 
“learning” experience serving my friends in CSD. 

 
Finally….to quote Bob Hope’s song, “Thanks For The 

Memories” to every CSD member. 
 
Byron Myers Sr. …..soon to be..… PAST- Past 

Immediate President….Central States District 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Members, Members, 
Members…numbers, 
numbers, numbers 

By Dean Beckman 
CSD Membership 

 
I sometimes feel that statistic 

and numbers and charts and graphs 
become obsessed over, confusing, 
depression, elating and 

overwhelming. But, they are useful tools to maintain a healthy 
organization and understanding and knowing what the current 
status of the organization is. Our most current stats show that 
our membership is down and over the last 3 quarters we have 
been continuing to decrease in members. This is not good! 
One thing I know about our members is that if you are reading 
this article it is because you care about barbershop and the 
perpetuation of our beloved hobby! You are a valuable 
individual and you care! I find that at times of work, personal, 
world and society pressures certain individuals step up to the 
plate and work hard to turn things around. Can the spiral of 
decreasing membership be turned around? Absolutely! You 
can be a leader in your chapter to herald membership and 
promote and encourage growth in your chapter. You can be a 
leader! 
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The most recent third quarter stats for the CSD Chapters 
and BHS were forwarded to all chapter presidents. If you 
would like to refer to these stats you can ask your chapter 
president for a copy or contact me and I will forward a copy to 
you. 

Thanks to all of the Chapters that took the time to 
participate in the CSD Membership Survey. Copies were 
handed out at the recent Fall HOD in Cedar Rapids. Copies 
can also be received by contacting me and I will email a copy 
of the document. There is really great and interesting 
information provided in the survey. It never ceases to amaze 

me some of the great tools that chapters are developing and 
pursuing to increase membership and bring services to their 
chapter. Chapters are being involved in some really neat 
activities within their communities as well. Great reading! I 
think you will also find that chapters throughout the district 
both large and small deal with the same type of difficulties and  
have many of the same type of successes as what you might 
struggle with in your chapter. 

Please contact me if you have thoughts, questions, 
programs that are successful. Anything that might benefit our 
fellow Barbershop Brothers! 

 

 
 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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What is Donating 
to Barbershop 
Going to do for 

Me? 
 

By J.P. Marshall 
CSD Harmony 

Foundation 
 

Well… Honestly, not much.  Wonderful groups like 3rd 
Generation will continue to pop up once in a while and 
barbershop will be alive longer than most of our society 
members with or without your donation.  Your benefit from 
this lifestyle has come over the years and no one can take that 
away from you.  But what about those who come after you?  
Will I be able to participate in barbershop 60 years from now, 
or will it just be a few old timers sitting around remembering 
the good old days?  Will the next generation know the 
wonders of ringing that chord, or will music as we know it 
have completely disappeared due to lack of funding in schools 
and community programs?   What would your life be like 
without barbershop, or singing, or even music altogether?  
Mine would be completely different and I wouldn’t even know 
it.   I would be missing this wonderful piece of life.  If you 
took barbershop away from me tomorrow, I would be 
devastated and would act to try and bring it back into my life. 

 But if the guys before me had not stepped up and made 
our lifestyle into what it is today I wouldn’t even know what 
my life could have been.  I wouldn’t have the friends and 
special connection with my family that I do now through 
singing.  Not being able to sing professionally, I would have 
probably stopped singing right after high school.  My life 
would be completely changed.  How would yours be 
different?  Okay, so now that I have you thinking about what 
the world would miss without barbershop, what are we going 
to do to make sure everyone has this opportunity for years to 
come? 

 
First, if you have money, donate it through me (after all, 

that is what I am here for).  You can help by donating $5 a 
month or $100 or maybe even $10,000.  But money will not 
keep this going by itself.   

 
Second, if you have the ability to write or arrange music, 

please do so.  We all love hearing and singing those old songs, 
and they are not going anywhere, but what a dull convention 
we would have just had if there were only 10 songs to choose 
from because people stopped arranging music in our style. 

 
Third, get involved.  We all love to sing and that is our 

primary goal, but what other talents do you have that would be 
useful to your chapter, the district, and the society.   Are you a 
planner, a motivator, an accountant, a teacher?   Or maybe you 
just want to dig in, get your hands dirty, and help run stuff.  
These are all things we need to make our lifestyle keep going, 
so get out there and do what you can. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Bulletin Browsing  
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus

 
Gary Van Cleave has a great article in the June/July 

edition of Harmony Overtones, the bulletin of the Des Moines 
chapter, edited by Bob Uy, in which he tells in great detail 
about a visit he recently paid to a meeting of the "Chorus of 
the Chesapeake" in Dundalk, Maryland (he was visiting 
family in Baltimore).  Many of you old-timers will recall that 
this chapter has a rich Society history as one of the largest in 
membership for many years.  As Gary puts it, "They boast 
many present (Freddie King and Ev Nau) and former (Dr. 
Bob Johnson) iconic members who have influenced and 
guided the direction of our musical passion."   

  
Many of us will recall when this chapter enjoyed a 
membership approaching 250.  Gary tells us they're down now 
to a listed membership of 182.  He says the Chorus of the 
Chesapeake ranked 4th in 2007 district competition, 
qualifying in 13th international position at 80.9 percent.  The 
Des Moines chapter is now listing a membership growth 
topped at 100 and increasing.   

 
It's interesting to note how Gary goes about comparing the 

two choruses.  He critiques the chorus rehearsal, and grants 
"points to them" when their performance exceeds that of the 
Pride of Iowa, and "points for us" whenever he feels the Des 

Moines chorus is doing a better job. For example, "Their 
practice had very little mention of vowel matching or attacks 
and releases, maybe because they have worked out those 
problems in the past. . . . Points for us."  On the other hand, 
"Their practice emphasized maintaining a high energy level 
and big, deep, full breathing. Each effectively supported the 
other. . . ..Points to them."  Sorry, there's no report on which 
chorus won the most points.  Great article, Gary! 

 �  �  �   
Editor Sharon Ocker, reporting in his October edition of 

the Siouxland Saga, the bulletin of the Siouxland chapter, 
announces that only 14 members had indicated their intent to 
participate with the "Siouxland Discovery Chorus" in the 
Central States District at Cedar Rapids on October 11.  Hope 
they were able to hustle up a few more singers because at last 
year's contest, with 23 men on the risers, their chorus earned 
the "Most Improved Chorus" award with a score of 721 points 
versus 644 points in the 2006 contest.  We don't have the 
scores at this point, but we have our fingers crossed for them 
to repeat the winning of the coveted award.    

 
 

Bulletin Browsing continued on page 19
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"You can see by all of the articles (that) it has been a busy 
summer for the "Little Apple Chorus" of Manhattan, KS.  That 
was according to Karen Nanninga.  And she was right.  As 
editor of the InCider Press, the Manhattan chapter bulletin, she 
has filled the July/August and September issues chock full of 
photographs and member-contributed articles covering the 
Manhattan chapter participation in the two major Society 
events --- the international convention in Nashville and the 
Harmony University at Western State University at  St Joseph, 
Mo.  Eight chapter members returned from the Harmony 
University bursting with excitement and gratification for their 
experience there.  And there were several members and their 
spouses who took in the international convention at Nashville.  
And Karen Nanninga did a bang-up job of assembling the 
stories for inclusion in two of her editions.  There's a lot to be 

said about a chapter that is so actively involved in Society 
activities outside of the chapter events.  Good show, 
Manhattan, and to you, Karen, my hat's off to you for your 
coverage of the two big international events. 
 

Chapter Bulletin Editors  
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CSD Bulletin 
Editor of the Year 
Contests  

By Randy Fischer, CSD 
Bulletin Contest 
Coordinator 
  
 

Now is the time to enter the 2008 CSD Bulletin Editor of 
the Year contest. There are a few rule changes that PROBE 
made that you need to be aware of.  

 
First of all, you can enter only one division, hardcopy or 

electronic (formerly called the online bulletin).  
 
Second, only the district winner in each division will 

advance to PROBE’s international bulletin contests. If there 
are less than 16 entries then the highest scoring bulletins from 
the non-winners will advance to fill the vacancies. 

 
Third, all entrants must be a member of PROBE for both 

2008, the year being judged, and 2009, the year of judging. 
This is a very inexpensive membership, only $10 per year, and 
is a legitimate chapter expense. Only ONE (two-year) 
membership is required for each person entering. Membership 
can be done online at www.harmonize.com/PROBE  . 

 
In order to qualify for the IBC, editors must have 

published at least six issues of a monthly bulletin during the 
contest year, or six months of bulletins on a weekly or 
biweekly schedule. 

Submission of bulletins  
Editors of monthly bulletins shall submit for judging six 

copies (three for BETY and three for IBC) of each of two 
consecutive HARDCOPY issues published during the year, or 

the URLs of two consecutive ELECTRONIC  issues 
published during the year. If the ELECTRONIC issues are on 
a Members Only page, Logins and Passwords must be 
supplied. No hard-copy print-outs will be accepted for 
ELECTRONIC judging. Two copies of each HARDCOPY 
issue must be an off-the-press copy (for the L&R judges); the 
other four may be photocopies. For weeklies, submit eight 
consecutive issues, the first four together and the second four 
together. For bi-weeklies, submit four consecutive issues, the 
first two together and the second two together. 

 
Send all hardcopy entries to: Randy Fischer, 2003 

Jefferson Street, Beatrice, NE 68310, by January 10, 2009. 
If you have questions please call 402-228-6133 or email 
randyhomestead@alltel.net. 

 
To enter the electronic division, email a copy of the entry 

form (available via the PROBE website) with the two URL's 
(they may be HTML or PDF files) to: David Haase, 
quartetmandh@yahoo.com. Entries must be accessible via 
the Internet and any passwords needed must be provided. Hard 
copies or copies on CDs will NOT be accepted. 

 
If you have any questions with the electronic division 

contest, don’t hesitate to contact Dave. His daytime number 
(before 1 p.m.) is 563-391-6426 or 563-320-3501. 

 
All winners will be announced at the Central States 

District Spring Convention in Springfield, MO. Let’s keep the 
winning tradition of international PROBE winners going in 
our district. Good luck to all! 
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What’s 
Coming 
Up and 
Where? 

Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
    of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
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�District and Society Calendar 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request a  show 
date.

                      2008/2009 Chapter Shows 
 
December 6 - Kansas City, MO, Unity Village, (2 shows) 
December 6 – Columbia, MO, Missouri Theater 
December 12 - 14 – St. Charles, MO Touhill Theater (5 shows) 
December 13 - St. Louis #1, Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO. 
December 20 - Florissant, MO, Florissant Civic Center (2 shows) 
March 7 - St. Louis Suburban, St. Ann’s Community Center 
March 21-22  -  Beatrice, NE, Hevelone Center 
March 27-28 - Fremont, NE, Fremont High School 
March 28 - Milbank, SD,  Milbank High School 
March 28 – Hays, KS, Beach Schmidt Performing Arts Center 
April 4 – Aberdeen, SD,  Johnson Fine Arts Ctr; Northern. St Univ 
April 4 - Hutchinson, KS, Fox Theatre 
April 4 – Kearney, NE, Merryman Performing Arts Center 
April 4 – Ft. Dodge, IA, Phillips Middle School 
April 11 - Manhattan, KS,  McCain Auditorium 
May 2 - Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of Nazarene (2 shows) 
May 16 – Overland Park, KS, Bishop Miege High School (2 shows) 

 

Society Events 
January 25 – February 1, 2009 -�Mid-Winter Convention 

Pasadena, CA 
June 29 – July 4, 2009 – International Convention 

Anaheim, CA 
 

Reserve these CSD Dates 
2009  
February 7 – Top Gun School.  

St. Joseph, MO 
April 24-26 – CSD Spring 

Convention, Springfield, MO 
October 9-11 – CSD Fall 

Convention, Lincoln, NE 
 
2010 - April 23-25, 2010 – Spring Convention 
         - Oct 8-10, 2010 – Fall Convention 
2011 - April 8-10, 2011 – Spring Convention 
         - Oct 7-9, 2011 – Fall Convention 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately February 15, 2009 
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