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High Definition, 3 Men and a Melody, 
Crossroads punch their tickets for Nashville 
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Central Standard and Twenty-First Century Vocals place  
1st and 2nd in their First Chorus Competition 

�
 

 
 

The 2008 CSD Small Chorus Champions, Central Standard, representing the Metro KC Chapter and under the 
direction of Mike Neff.  Photo courtesy of Jayne Morden.

 
 
 
 

Convention coverage starts on page 3 
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High Definition, 
New Choruses Top 
Spring CSD Field 
By Jim Bagby, District 
C&J Administrator  
  

The Central States District will 
have three quartet representatives 

this summer in Nashville, although only one came out of the 
field of 15 quartets who competed the weekend of April 19 at 
a lively spring convention in Iowa City.   High Definition, 
from Kansas City and Springfield, scored 1,944 points -- an 
"A" average of 81 points to earn the international trip. 
Members are tenor Rob Mathieu, lead Mark Fortino , bari 
John Fortino -- all of Kansas City -- and bass Adam Veteto 
of Springfield 
 

 
High Definition. Photo by Jayne Morden. 
 

The Plateau A chorus crown was claimed by one of two 
new entrants in the field, Central Standard from Metro 
Kansas City.   With just 16 on stage under the direction of 
Mike Neff, the winners averaged 76, or a high B.  In second 
place was Twenty-First Century Vocals from Linn County 
Metro, Iowa, averaging a 73, with Chad Knipfer directing. 

 
Not able to compete because of a viral infection that 

robbed baritone Brandon Guyton (Four Voices) of voice was 
the brand-new, four-gold medal combo Crossroads.   They 
went on to qualify the following weekend in the Pioneer 
District, home of lead Mike Slamka (Power Play).   If you've 
been on vacation in Fiji, other members of the quartet are our 
own Jim Henry (Gas House Gang) on bass and CSD native 
Fred Farrell (2nd Edition) on tenor. 

 
And our 3 Men and A Melody also are headed for 

Nashville with a full head of steam after qualifying earlier out 
of district. 

 
 

 
.    

 
Crossroads, from left to right, Fred Farrell, Mike Slamka, 
Dr. Jim Henry, and Brandon Guyton. Photo courtesy of 
the Pioneer District publication, Troubadour. 
 

3 
Men and a Melody qualified to go to international at the 
Illinois District Convention. Photo by Craig Rigg. 

 
Representing the district in Nashville as the new CSD 

Collegiate Quartet Champions are the Smorgaschords from 
Butler County Community College in El Dorado, Kan., which 
has been a perennial contributor of competitive collegiate 
foursomes. They scored 796 points from the double judging 
panel, or a 66 average, to top the unusually low field of three 
entrants.   It would have taken an average of 69 to 
send additional qualifiers. 

 
At the fall convention in Cedar Rapids, the Smorgaschords 

will be the first recipients of a new traveling collegiate 
championship trophy donated by former CSD collegiate 
champs and our 2006 international gold medalists, Vocal 
Spectrum, from St. Charles.  It will bear the names of all 
previous CSD collegiate winners. 

 
Bagby continued on page 4 
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The Smorgaschords, the CSD Collegiate Quartet 
Champions.  Photo by Jayne Morden. 

 
Rounding out the top five in the Iowa City quartet field 

were Paradigm, from Des Moines, who averaged 72.9;  Back 
in Business, Frank Thorne Chapter, 70.9; Boulevard, Cedar 
Rapids and Des Moines, 70, and Night and Day, Black Hawk 
Metro, Iowa, 69.8. 

 
Central Standard is composed primarily of dual members 

from the former Liberty Chapter and Kansas City's Heart of 
America Chorus, and Mike Neff is the former HOA associate 
director.  KC Metro gave new life to the chapter and 
encouraged inactive members to join and is appealing to new, 
non-Barbershoppers as well.  Linn County Metro was honored 
at the convention for growing from five to about 40 members 
in the past year.   All but a half-dozen of its singers onstage 
are dual members from Davenport, Cedar Rapids and 
Iowa City under the director of Chad Knipfer  -- who also 
directed the host Iowa City Old Capitol Chorus that finished 
eighth. 
 

 
Twenty-First Century Vocals under the direction of Chad 
Knipfer. Photo by Jayne Morden.  

 
Completing the top five in the equally close chorus contest 

were the Proud Image, Black Hawk Metro, 24 singers 
directed by Lee Thomsen, 70.4;  Cornbelt Chorus, Algona, 
Iowa, 22 singers directed by Kent Madison, 70.2,  

 

 
NEW TWIST -- The mic testing group for the chorus 
contest in Iowa City was dubbed the "CSD Saturday 
Morning Quartet Stars” directed by Jim Bagby.   Photo by 
Jayne Morden. 

 
and Air Capital Chorus, Wichita, KS, 16 singers directed by 
Jim Ellis, 63.9. 

 
A big thanks from the judges, the audience and me to our 

last-minute mic-testing chorus, made up of High Definition, 
Been There, In Progress, Rivertown Sound, ListenUp! and 
Venture, as well as parts of Boulevard, Wu, Paradigm, 
Catalyst and, in full quartet costume, bass Jeff Veteto of 
Noise Boys.   

 
In Iowa City, Convention Chairman John Marshall and 

his team -- particularly wife Rhonda and son J.P. -- were 
everywhere to insure pain-free operation.  I mention this not 
just to cheerlead, but because it makes my C&J duties so 
much easier when we have that kind of cooperation, and the 
judges always know the difference. 

 
Speaking of judges, this was the first assignment as 

Contest Administrator for Bill McLaurine  of St. Charles, and 
he was one of the best I've ever worked with.   He was ably 
assisted by his associate CA, veteran Don Crowl of Tulsa.  In 
the many (it seems like many) years I've done this job, I can't 
recall when a contest was run more efficiently, from the 
multitude of paperwork in the weeks ahead to the final 
evaluation Saturday night.  All our hats should be off to Bill! 

 
 One proof is in the scoring:  the panel judged 66 songs 

over the weekend and did not have one discrepancy (a 
difference between two judges in the same category of 10 
points or more).  In fact, I don't think I saw a spread of more 
than seven points -- and I can tell you as a judge that's almost 
unheard of.   We had the Music Category Specialist, Kevin 
Keller of St. Charles, on the panel, and he was raving about 
the scoring of the panel, as well as the quality of the CSD 
contestants.   Keller informed Society Contest and Judging 
Chairman Dwain Chambers of the judges' exceptional work, 
and Chambers responded: "It’s really great to hear that 
what we do is working, and I applaud the entire panel!"   I 
second those accolades! 

 
 Bagby continued on page 5 
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 Bagby continued from page 4  
 
The reason we had Kevin is we lost a judge to a major 

travel problem about 9 a.m. Friday.  His plane was halted on 
the east coast and it appeared he could not get there until 
Saturday, if at all.  The CSD has four Music Category judges, 
and three of them were booked.   Kevin took off work and 
drove to Iowa City, saving our panel  -- and the district about 
$500 in the process -- even though his wife, Ann, was sick and 
he has more than enough judging assignments during the year 
and was looking forward to the weekend off.   We are truly 
indebted to him. 

 
   And let me add a hooray for my wife of (this month) 44 

years, Joann,  whose magic touch in the judges suite 

makes CSD the talk of the Society when it comes to judge 
hospitality.   There are few other districts that do it as well, 
and mostly that's because of the care and feeding provided by 
Joann.  
 

  Missing in Iowa City were any senior quartet 
competitors; we crowned no 2008 senior quartet champ.  So if 
you are in a senior foursome, we hope you'll start thinking 
right now about competing next spring.   And we all need to 
encourage our collegiate quartets -- we've had as many 11 in 
past spring contests, and seldom fewer than a half-dozen.     
Remember, the contest is open to anyone ages 15-25 (at the 
time of the international competition).  If you have more 
questions, contact district Collegiate Quartet Chairman Duane 
Lawson at duanelawson@embarqmail.com 

 
 

Bob Aderholt honored as Barbershopper of the Year 
By Bruce Anderson, 2007 CSD BOTY 

 
Before I begin to tease you with hints of who this year’s 

Barbershopper of the Year is, I would like to thank the Central 
States District for that honor this past year. 

 
Last year at this time I was in Columbus, NE, running 

another convention, a Masonic meeting that I was in charge of 
from the first day to the last. We had just adjourned for lunch 
when my cell phone went off and my daughter, Bridget, was 
on the other end, She was crying and my first thought was 
“what happened”. Finally she told me the news that I had just 
been announced as the 2007 Central States District 
Barbershopper of the Year. To say I was speechless is an 
understatement and she couldn’t get her phone on speaker 
phone for me to say anything at the time. 

 
Now that a year has passed I have had time to collect my 

thoughts and I can speak a little more coherently. I am truly 
honored by the award and have long thought that what I do for 
barbershop is because I love the hobby and want others to 
enjoy it as much as I have over the years. I am one who has a 
hard time saying no to people, so it isn’t hard to get very 
involved. I also consider the Central States District and the 
Society a family. This was brought home almost 5 years ago 
when I lost my son-in-law in Iraq during the fall district 
convention. The CSD supported me in every way possible. 
Again, my formal thank you for this award one year later. 

 
Now on to this year’s special person. Needless to say I will 

only get a short ways into the accomplishments of this year’s 
honoree before everyone in the house, including him, will 
know who he is.  

 
This year’s award goes to a gentleman who is perhaps 

more in the background that he is in front of our Society. He is 
ready and willing to help any chapter, quartet, or individual at  

 
 

 
anytime. He has made numerous unannounced visits to 
chapters to see how they are doing and to lend any support or 
help that he can to them. He has held all the offices in his 
chapter including treasurer.  He assists his chapter with 
learning new music by creating learning CD’s. He has led our 
district in several areas. He has advised many chapters in 
particular the Nebraska City chapter. He has been a member of 
our Society for 12 years, and while being awarded two Men of 
Note, he has encouraged many men to join many chapters. All 
of this while being retired? He is also a lay speaker for his 
church and a state-wide lay coordinator. 

 
Would you please welcome to the stage the Ohio 

transplant, your 2008 Central States District Barbershopper of 
the Year, Mr. Bob Aderholt . 
 

 
Bob Aderholt, accompanied by his wife Mary, is awarded 
the 2008 CSD Barbershopper of the Year. Making the 
presentation is 2007 CSD BOTY, Bruce Anderson. Photo 
by Don Fuson. 
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ME! Barbershopper of the 
Year… No way! 

By Bob Aderholt 
There are many people, in my book, that deserve the 

recognition as the CSD Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY). 
 
When Bruce Anderson, at the conclusion of the CSD 

Spring Chorus Contest held Saturday, April 19th, in Iowa City, 
and prior to the Collegiate Contest, asked for all the previous 
CSD BOTY Award winners to stand, I was pleased to see that 
a number of the award winner were present.  When he 
requested that they remain standing and would all the Chapter 
BOTY Award winners stand also… 

 
WOW!  Nearly one half of the gentlemen present in the 

theater stood up.  What a statement! My Chapter President, 
Darrel Nelson, and one of my chapter’s Co-Directors, Lonnie 
Miner, joined me in standing with all the rest, being 
acknowledged one more time for what we call “a work of love 
with ‘our hobby’’’. 

 
Bruce, very poignantly, reminded us that he was not 

present last year to accept his 2007 CSD BOTY Award.  His 
daughter, Bridget, accepted it for him all the while trying to 
reach him by cell phone. Once she did, she was not able to get 
the speaker-phone function to work in her, then, new cell 
phone. 

 
Bruce then did the usual steps in announcing the new 2008 

BOTY winner by reading from a prepared script, giving out 
general information about the honoree, teasing us with a litany 
of facts and comments, doing his best not to give it away.  But 
he was talking about things that I had done.  He was citing 
duties and actions that could apply to me.  I didn’t or rather 
couldn’t look at any one else in the auditorium.  Then he 
announced my name.  It was ME!  Barbershopper of the 
Year…  No Way!!! 

 
As Bruce urged me to come up the steps to the stage, I 

found myself in a state of wonderment, knowing that there are 
so many others that are more deserving than me.  NO way! 

 
But then I saw my wife step out from the wings to join 

Bruce.  Wait a minute.  She is supposed to be home… She had 
told me that she couldn’t join me due to pressing duties at her 
office.  You see, she and her staff just moved into new office 
quarters and there was just “NO Way” that she could join me 
for the weekend.    

 
Yes, it was Mary.  My Mary had come to Iowa City to 

share my moment.  She pinned my BOTY Award pin on my 
shirt, smiling all the time like that ‘Cheshire Cat’ in Alice in 
Wonderland, knowing she had helped put one over on me, 
keeping it a secret that she had known about the award for 
almost two weeks.   

 
All I could think of while on the stage was all the district 

and chapter members, Brothers in Song that stood when Bruce 

had asked the BOTY Award winners to stand.  All of you are 
my Mentors, my leaders, whom I willingly follow.  I thank 
each one of you for your leadership and strength.   Strength in 
song and Love for what we call “just a Hobby”.  I thank you 
for allowing me to join with you and stand beside you.  Thank 
you very much.  
 
 

 
Mary Aderholt proudly pins the District Barbershopp er of 
the Year pin onto her husband, Bob. Photo by Don Fuson. 
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Plan 2008; 
Peek at 2009 

By Don Fuson, 
CSD President 

  
On the heels of the 

successful Spring Convention, 
held in Iowa City, many chapters 
are looking at three distinct, but 
interrelated, planning activities: 

  
o  MEMBERSHIP  - this is the critical driver for every 

chapter.  We want to attract, orient, involve AND retain 
members at the chapter level.  We need membership 
development programs that will encourage members to 
participate in the varied activities and plans for each chapter, 
meeting specific interests and desires of the local members.  
Each member should have some kind of "mentoring" 
assignment to help develop new members and the leadership 
skills that lie within each of us.  Each member should continue 
to "just ask 'em" to visit and sing and have fun to attract new 
members for each chapter. 

  
o  MUSICAL DEVELOPMENT  - this is the "fun and 

performance" element.  It should be fun to learn and master 
better vocal skills, allowing individual/quartet/VLQ/chorus 
singing and performances to follow.  This is also the area 
where new and different styles of music may be introduced.  
Ultimately, we are performers.  Who doesn't want to have 
bigger audiences to come and enjoy a fuller, richer sound with 
every performer being successful in the "presentation" story 
that the song provides? 

  
o  COMMUNITY OUTREACH  - yes, in addition to 

singing, we are also active supporters of other organizations 
within each of our communities.  We can plan partnering 
events with other choral groups in performances, but also 
support music education and youth events.  The recent Singing 
for Life program allowed many chapters to meet and sing for 
new potential audiences.  It is through the informal "social 
networks" within each community that we discover even more 
opportunities to have fun with our members and our singing. 

   
So you may ask, "What should I do, as an individual 

chapter member?"  You may be neither on the chapter board, 
nor in any chapter leadership position or committee.  That just 
frees up the mind to envision new, interesting things to bring 
to the chapter and involve new members.  There are many new 
options that each chapter can consider. 

  
But it does take individual involvement to move the 

chapter forward. 
  
I have to admit that I am the eternal optimist when it 

comes to your chapter.  When I talk to chapter members, I 
normally find ideas that have not yet been discussed at chapter 
meetings or by your boards.  The opportunities are seemingly 

endless.  The challenge is to properly match the PLAN with 
the support and interests of the members. 

  
The District Leadership Team does explore the various 

programs and resources that are made available by the 
Society.  We can position the chapter and its members to use 
these same programs, or modifications thereof, in order to 
make YOUR chapter more successful.  The actual application 
of the ideas is dependent on you and a few other chapter 
members in your own location. 

  
Let's look at 2008 and continue the planning that has been 

started so far.  Work hard to involve all the chapter members, 
using their experience and skills to accomplish those goals.  
But we also need to keep a keen eye on 2009, because the 
planning today will lead (100% of the time) to next year's 
chapter events and calendar as the months roll by. 

  
We can celebrate your own personal and local chapter 

success and will look forward to hearing about "how'd you do 
that" when next we chat. 

  
Sing throughout the Summer and have Fun! 
 
 

KC’s Todd Anderson wins district 
Bulletin Editor of the Year award, 

Des Moines’ Robert Uy places second 

 
Mike Mathieu of the Kansas City Chapter, left, accepts the 
CSD Bulletin Editor of the Year award on behalf of Todd 
Anderson, editor of the Harmonotes. Larry Warrick of the 
Des Moines Chapter, center, accepts the runner-up award 
for Robert Uy, editor of Harmony Overtones. Making the 
presentation was Randy Fischer, CSD Bulletin Contest 
Coordinator. Both bulletins have been entered in 
PROBE’s International Bulletin Editor of the Year award.  
The winning bulletin editor will be announced at the 
international convention in Nashville. Good luck to both 
Todd and Robert!! Photo by Don Fuson. 
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What do you want from 
your Barbershop 

Harmony Society? 
By Greg Caetano, 

Paired District Society Board 
Member 

,  
Well I’m sure if you were not at the 
CSD Spring Convention in Iowa 
City, you have heard from those that 

were there we had a great time. Thanks to the host chapter Old 
Capitol Chorus, the CSD Convention Team, CSD Program 
Administration Team (PAT), and the CSD Board for all the 
warm hospitality and great singing. 

 
If you have not heard from your Chapter’s representative 

to the House of Delegates regarding the Society wide member 
surveys that were done during the month of March ask to hear 
about the results. During that meeting we had a great 
discussion with regards to CSD being an excellent pulse of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) in general. The CSD 
specific results tracked very well with the overall BHS 
response. Thank you to the members who provided additional 
comments in the essay section. Your comments provided an 
insight into what is working and what needs some 
improvements. From the spirited discussions at the CSD 
Board and PAT meetings, the CSD leadership teams are ready 
to assist all the members to keep this district in the forefront of 
the society.    

 
Take some time to read through all the articles in the most 

recent Harmonizer (March/April 2008). The BHS leadership 
has presented our focus and program direction for the next two 
years. Is it what you want? Do you have additional 
suggestions or questions? We want to hear from you.  There 
are many great activities happening in the local chapters and 
we want to know about them all in Nashville! 

 
I’m sure JP Marshall will also mention this but take note 

that Harmony Foundation now has co-located their offices in 
the BHS HQ building in Nashville. Having the leadership of 
both organizations together improves the synergy of all the 
work that is done to fulfull the purpose, mission and vision of 
the barbershop harmony society. 

 
This summer’s International convention has some changes 

in the standard schedule of events (see the schedule in the 
Harmonizer). Take note the Harmony Foundation show is now 
on Saturday afternoon instead of Tuesday evening and the 
World Harmony Jamboree is a little later in the day and also 
located at the HQ Hotel so you have a full day of competition 
and shows.  Please make your travel plans long enough to 
spend as much time as possible with your barbershop friends 
in Nashville.  Thursday morning we will host the grand 
opening and dedication of our HQ building in grand style with 
a “mega sing” that will let Nashville know we are proud to be 
a part of “Music City”. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Headquarters Hotel Fall Drawing 
By Larry Warrick, CSD Housing Chairman 
 

For the fall convention in Cedar Rapids, there will the 
drawing again for rooms at the headquarters hotel. All 
reservations from choruses, quartets and individuals must be 
received by the CSD Housing Chairman, Larry Warrick , no 
later than August 1, 2008.  

 
Reservations may be sent to me via the Central States 

website, US Mail, or Email using the Excel Spreadsheet. The 
individual form can be found in the Serenade and on our 
website. The group housing spreadsheet can also be 
downloaded on the website or email me and I will email one 
back to you. 

 
I will be making the draw on Aug 2nd.  After the draw is 

completed, those choruses, quartets and individuals will 
receive an email, if address is available, or a phone call letting 
you know what hotel I will be sending your reservation to. If 
you have not heard from me one week after the draw, please 
contact me as soon as possible. 

 
The headquarters hotel will be Crown Plaza (Cedar 

Rapids) Five Seasons and the overflow hotels are Clarion 
Hotel and Cedar Rapids Marriott. If you choose not to be in 

the headquarters hotel, the deadline for submitting your 
housing reservation will be September 3.  Everyone attending 
the convention is expected to stay in one of the hotels that are 
in the “mix” for the convention. 

 
If you have questions, please contact me by cell 515-979-

7189 or email at biglare01@msn.com. 
 
Plan now to attend the 2008 Central States District Fall 

Convention, October 10-12, 2008, hosted by the Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa Chapter. 
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Hosted by the Cedar Rapids Chapter 
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Deadline to submit hotel registration is September 3, 2008 ; show all persons occupying room. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 
** SPECIAL NOTE:  If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed room.  Please 
list all names staying in the room: 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 
3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate your first (1) or second (2) hotel choice in line by the hotel. 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. 
 
Crowne Plaza  Headquarters Hotel 
_____ $92.00 Single / Double Occupancy 
 Parking $5.00 per day 
 
Clarion Hotel 
_____ $89.00 Single / Double 
 Rate for 1 to 4 adults 

Cedar Rapids Marriott  
_____ $92.00 King or Doubles 
 
 
Non Smoking _____ Smoking _____ 

 
 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
���� :  Hotels require a credit card to make a room rese rvation or a check for the first night room rate, 
or the hotel will not accept the reservation.  Pric es listed do not include any taxes. The hotels will  not 
accept direct individual or group reservations. 
 
Room Reservation by credit card: Type of Card: ___________________   Exp. Date: ______________ 

Card # ______________________________________  

Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK  �  2603 Lynner Drive  �  Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 (515) 277-9884  ��  cell (515) 979-7180  �    Fax (515) 286-3364  �   E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 
                            PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
 
 
To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention  button and click on Housing Form . This 
form will go directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted.  
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HIGH DEFINITION IS BORN 
By John Fortino 

When you start a new quartet with the aspirations of it being of 
International quality, the coaches whom you speak with for advice on 
the subject will ask questions such as; “Who are you guys?  What is 
your image?  What do you want people to think when they see you?  
Is the image real and reflects who you are as individuals?  Many 
times the answers to these questions are difficult to put into words.  
However, it is easy to think of quartets that have distinct images; 
Rural Route 4, Accoustix and OC Times for example.  For a new 
quartet, the answers to these questions are not brought into focus until 
you have been together for a while, but a blurry image should be well 
established initially when four guys are choosing each other as 
quartet brothers.  So for those who might think that High Definition 
is just a new version of 12th Street Rag for Mark and John Fortino, 
I think you will realize as High Definition continues to get more 
exposure, that it really isn’t.  Sure, you will see some similarities, but 
Mark and I are finding that we are not the same performers in this 
quartet as we were in the old.  It’s not a better or worse kind of thing; 
it’s just different. 

Consider what happens when you bring to the table a talented 
young man (young enough to have been my son by the way) who is 
very bright, a 2nd Generation barbershopper, has great ideas about 
what makes music come alive, is handsome, and has a golden bass 
voice that melts peoples hearts.  The expectation is that things WILL 
be different.  Now add to that another gentleman who is also a 2nd 
Generation barbershopper, has a voice that would allow him to sing 
any part he would like, can sing sweet tenor melodies and can apply 
full voice tenor down low.  Your expectations are that even more 
drastic differences are going to occur.  Adam Veteto (bass) and Rob 
Mathieu (tenor) are what make High Definition an "A Cappella 
Experience".  Their voices and their personalities bring forward a 
different part of John and Mark Fortino. 

In July 2007, at the International Convention, when all the 
members of 12th Street Rag were realizing that perhaps the time had 
come to go our separate ways, the good Lord stepped in again as he 
always does and pointed the Fortino brothers in a new direction.  As 
the word traveled in Denver about 12th Street's retirement, people 
began inquiring and even suggesting new foursomes before we ever 
left the contest venue on Saturday night.  At the time, it was frankly 
the last thing any of us wanted to think about.  Mark came back hired 
a golf pro and played four rounds of golf in one week.  A new quartet 
developing anytime soon was just not likely.  Then, in very short 
order we found out that Adam Veteto was interested in quartetting 
and had been trying to form a College quartet but just couldn't get 
three other guys to commit.  Rob Mathieu expressed interest in 
singing with us and wanted to at least hear what this would sound 
like.  None of us really thought anything was going to happen any 
time soon. How good could it really be? Mark and I weren't sure that 
we were ready to put in the time and effort to build another quartet 
from the ground up.  Sure, we knew everyone had a good voice, but 
the key is how good the match is between the four voices and how 
well would the personalities gel between a 20 year old, a 30 year old 
and two old guys in their 40's!?  So on August 3rd and 4th, we gave it 
a test drive.  We even caught Bill Biffle  on his way to the airport 
from Harmony University to listen to it to see what he thought.  What 
happened that day was something I don't think any of us will ever 
forget.  The raw sound was beyond anything any of us could have 
imagined and we knew something very special was happening.  After 

sending MP3 files off to various coaches and getting "WOW" 
comments and feedback, we made the formation of High Definition 
official and had our first rehearsal on August 13th.  

If you count the August 3rd and 4th weekend, we had a total of 11 
rehearsals prior to hitting the contest site.  During that time, as we 
made audio and video recordings of ourselves we guessed that we 
had moments where we were singing in the 80s.  My hope was that 
we would score in the 80s at the District Contest.  However, I knew, 
as did all of us, that with so little time to get used to each other, that 
sustaining that level for 2 contest sets, or even one set or even one 
song was uncertain.  When Jim Bagby called out our score of 2940 or 
an 81.7%, I knew we had accomplished what I had hoped for.  After 
just 11 rehearsals we had achieved a score that would have placed us 
17th at this past International contest in Denver.    

Our parents always told us: "for those who have been given 
much, much shall be expected!"  We understand that with this kind of 
a start, there will be high expectations for this foursome.   Rob, Mark, 
Adam and I are all very excited about those expectations and know 
that with the Lord guiding us, and with the support of our brothers in 
the Kansas City and Springfield chapters, it's going to be an 
exciting new journey!    

The success of any quartet depends greatly on the support of the 
families.  The “three” wives have hit it off right from the start and I 
don’t think we could have asked for better families to be associated 
with.  Many of you probably didn’t know this, but Rob and his two 
brothers Rick and Joe along with their dad Mike were singing in 
HOA when Mark and I first joined the chorus back in 1988.  In 
addition Mark and I began our “Barbershop Journey” in the Joplin, 
MO chapter back in 1984.  We used to sing tags with Adam’s dad 
Jeff every summer when many of the area chapters including guys 
from HOA would gather for Tune’s T-Bones, and Trout Lines in 
Shell Knob, MO.   The Vetetos are a wonderful family and most 
importantly their name ends in a vowel!  Actually, so does Mathieu!!!   
All I can say is, restaurants beware when the Vetetos, Mathieus, and 
Fortinos all come to eat at the same time! 

We will do our best to represent you as best we can for many 
years to come.  Thanks for your continued support! 
 

 
High Definition competing in the international quartet 
prelims at the CSD Spring Convention in Iowa City, Iowa. 
From l-r, tenor Rob Mathieu, lead Mark Fortino, bass 
Adam Veteto, and baritone John Fortino. Photo by Jayne 
Morden.
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Harmony Foundation 
Moves To Nashville 
By J.P. Marshall CSD 
Harmony Foundation 

Administrator 
 

As many of you may know, the 
Harmony Foundation has moved to 

join the BHS headquarters in Nashville.  This move will bring 
many new opportunities and challenges to the Foundation 
including some changes to the staff.   The foundation’s 
building still has some construction going on and they are 
waiting for their office furniture to show up, but that has not 
seemed to slow them down.  The four staff members, Clark 
Caldwell, Ev Nau, Sharon Kayser and Kazumi Mochizuki, 
who have stayed with the foundation through the move have 
been working hard to replace the four people that did not make 
the move with them.  They are off to a great start with these 
three new additions. 
 
Carolyn Faulkenberry, Director of Finance 

 Carolyn,  in addition to 10 years in financial accounting 
and management in the profit sector, has spent the last 6 years 
as Vice President of Finance of a non-profit organization. 
During the last 6 years, she has also served as Chief Human 
Relations Officer for 90+ employees. Carolyn will be working 
a four day week, Monday to Thursday beginning May 5, 2008. 

Melissa Reinke, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator  

Melissa has seven years of experience in non-profit 

communications and fundraising, and four years as a freelance 
editor for Thomas Nelson Publishing in Nashville. She holds a 
B.A. in Journalism and Communication Arts from University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Interestingly, Melissa is a native of Kenosha, where she 
“grew up in the shadow of Harmony Hall.” She too saw the 
opportunities in Nashville and moved here several years ago. 

Dixie Semich, Annual Fund Manager  

Dixie has nine years of experience in data management 
and analysis, including five years managing a donor database 
of more than 150,000 constituents. Dixie is a power user on 
Raiser’s Edge, our software system, and specializes in donor 
data analysis that supports strategic fundraising and 
stewardship initiatives. She has provided information and 
worked closely in supporting fundraising with all front line 
development staff including the CEO. 

I am very excited about what these three bring to the 
foundation and am sure that any others hired will also be great 
additions to the team.    

The move to Nashville has been good for the Harmony 
Foundation.  Like the BHS they have found lots of good 
resources and people available in the area to help them grow 
into the organization we need to support this wonderful 
lifestyle of ours.  Please stop in and see them when we are all 
in Nashville this July for the International Convention.  This is 
one you are not going to want to miss. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapters to host 

future 
conventions 
By Kevin Barker 

CSD Events 
 

2008 spring convention in Iowa City is now history. 
What a great job John Marshall and his team did!  
Thanks to John for coming forward and offering Iowa 
City to host the spring convention since at this time last 
spring no chapter had volunteered. 

For next spring we are working with St. Louis 
convention bureau and the local chorus in trying to bring 
the convention to their city. The dates for 2009 spring 
convention are different than what International has 
listed on the web site. The correct dates are April 24-26,  

 
2009. The last time we had a convention in St. Louis 
was the fall of 1974? I will update you in the next 
Serenade. 

For the fall convention we will be going to Cedar 
Rapids on October 10-11. The headquarters hotel will be 
The Crown Plaza with the Clarion Hotel and Marriott as 
overflow hotels. As you remember we were there in 
2003 and what a great convention that was! 

As of right now all future conventions are in need of 
a chapter to host the convention in their town. If your 
chapter is considering hosting a convention and need a 
few questions answered just drop me an e-mail at 
kbarker1411@sbcglobal.net  or call me at 316-776-
2121. I’ll be happy to answer any questions you may 
have. Also contact your local convention and visitors’ 
bureau, they’ll be glad to help you put a bid and 
presentation together.�

�
Hope to hear from you soon! 
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David Krause Takes Over Direction 
of the "Heart of America" Chorus 

By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus 
  

It really came as no surprise when Jim Bagby announced 
his retirement as the music director of Kansas City's "Heart of 
America Chorus," the second oldest singing group in the 
Barbershop Harmony Society.  With only one brief 
interruption --- among college professors it's called a 
"sabbatical leave" --- this guy has been out there in front of a 
bunch of Barbershoppers waving his hands and arms as far 
back as the early 1970s, and he badly needed a long vacation.  
Many of the HOA singers wondered how in the world they 
were ever going to find a replacement for the talent, 
experience, dedication and hard work that Jim brought to the 
position.   

  
Well, sir, then Chapter President Tony Strub dutifully 

appointed a search committee, to be chaired by current 
President Doug Brott.  To make a  long story short, the 
committee went to a lot of hard work to solicit applications 
and interview a panel of five prospects, even requiring them, 
in the selection process, to conduct a sample rehearsal with the 
chorus, in a genuine effort to come up with somebody who 
could fill Jim's shoes.  But when Doug announced the 
selection of the new music director, it turned out to be none 
other than our own David Krause, a veteran member and  

associate and assistant director of his own chorus.  So all of 
that hard work was for nothing.  

  
David joined the BHS and the Kansas City Chapter in 

September of 1975, and his list of contributions to our hobby 
could be almost endless.  Although his appointment as the 
music director of the "Heart of America Chorus" was effective 
on January lst of this year, over the years he'd been the guy 
who stepped forward to rehearse the group on Tuesday 
evenings on the rare occasion when Jim Bagby couldn't make 
it.  In addition to his position as assistant and associate music 
director, he has also served as coach, choreographer and lead 
section leader, and a substitute for Jim during a period when 
he was having health problems. 

  
On top of all that, he has sung in international quartet 

competition in 1980 with the "Kansas City Chord Classics," 
and with "Harmony Spectrum," and "Special Touch" when 
they won the CSD championship in 1982 and 1984 and 
qualified in each case for the international contest the 
following year.  

  
And there's more!  At the international level, David is a 

certified judge in the presentation category and is a past 
Society Historian.  He has attended sessions of Harmony 
University over the past 30 years as a student and, for at least 
ten years, as a faculty member.    

  
Now, what do you think of that resume? 
   

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Youth In Harmony 
on the Move 

By Jon Peterson, CSD Youth In Harmony 
 

January 1 through April18, 2008, 13 Central States District 
chapters have invested in six Youth In Harmony (YIH) events 
with over 750 students involved.  Wow, what a great start for 
CSD and the YIH programs.  These students represent 51 high 
schools with the festivals held in Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri 
and Arkansas.  We had such great clinician as Jim 
DeBusman, Paul Wigley, Randy Weir, Jerry Garrard and 
Helen Shores and had coaching and performances from 
“Sound Image”, “Northern Lights”, “Back in Business”, 
“Paradigm”, “Zing” and “High Definition”.  

 
Watertown, SD, hosted their first YIH festival on May 5 

after 6 months of planning.  The guest quartet in Watertown 
was “Noise Boys” and the CSD YIH Chair, Jon Peterson, 
was the guest director.  If you were in the area and attended, 
then you saw a grand first-time event. 

 
Your chapters can be doing this if you have a plan.  Mark 

COTS schools in 2009 on you calendars as a must for your 
chapter YIH chairman.  Attend and bring back to your chapter 

a well-designed plan that can make your chapter be a YIH 
festival contributor.  

 
There is nothing more exciting than seeing 750 high school 

students scream and cheer for more as the BHS quartets 
entertain them at the festivals.  Become a YIH chapter 
supporter. 
 
 

Youth In Harmony Reports 
from around the CSD… 
 
Youth In Harmony in Hastings 

a Huge Success 
By Lonnie Minor 

 
The Chorus of the Plains had its second Youth In 

Harmony (YIH) Festival at Hastings College in Hastings, NE 
on March 10, 2008.  A total of 13 schools were represented 
with 110 high school boys attending and 35 Hastings College 
singers.   

 
YIH Continued on page 13 
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The Hastings College Music Department arranged to have 

the rehearsal hall, sectional rooms and the concert hall ready 
for all YIH Festival singers.  The singers arrived about 1:00 
p.m., registered and reported to the rehearsal hall where they 
received the music for the evening concert.   

  
BHS Music Specialist Jim DeBusman directed the mass 

chorus starting at 1:30 PM for the first practice.  Jim was aided 
by Back In Business. a quartet from Lawrence and Olathe, 
KS.  The Hastings College Men's Choir also aided by having 
the music early.  

 
The Chorus of the Plains arranged for several merchants in 

Hastings to provide water, cookies, and apples for the snacks 
at break time.  The singers were given t-shirts and an evening 
meal at Hazelrigg Student Union.   

 
The evening concert consisted of Hastings College Men's 

Choir , two small college men's groups, the mass chorus, 
More Than Four VLQ from Eastern Heights High School in 
Agra, KS and Back In Business.   

 
The high school boys thought Back In Business was the 

highlight of the evening and made the YIH festival a success.   
 
 

  
 

 
Jim DeBusman, BHS Music Specialist, directs the mass 
chorus of young singers at the Hastings YIH Festival. 
Photo courtesy of Lonnie Minor. 

  
 
Dr. Robin Koozer, Hastings College Music Department 

Chairman, noted that this is one time that over a hundred men 
are on campus for something other than sports.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 

KANSAS CITY HARMONY 
EXPLOSION 2008 

By Tony Strub 

 
    On Saturday February 16, 2008, the Kansas City Chapter 
sponsored their 12th annual Harmony Explosion program. 
From 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the auditoriums at Olathe East 
High School were filled with the sounds of barbershop 
singing.  

 
Zing!  and High Definition  wowed the early morning 

audience of students and teachers with world class barbershop 
harmony. Thirty-six student quartets participated in the four 
division quartet competition. 174 boys and girls from fifteen 
Kansas City area schools sang barbershop with the chorus 
activities of the day. The winning quartet in each division was 
invited and sang with the Heart of America Chorus at the 
annual Spring Show at Yardley Hall on March 29th. 

 
Congratulations and a big “Well Done” to the teachers of 

the participating schools and the coaches from Heart Of 
America and the Kansas City Sweet Adelines! The students in 
the quartet competition this year were energetic, enthusiastic 
and well prepared. The quality of the singing and presentation 
was very impressive. A big “Thank You” to the members of 
High Definition  and Zing!  who were the teaching clinicians 

for the day, to Jerry Garrard  and Helen Shores who directed 
the boys and girls chorus, to Olathe Ease High School and to 
all of the volunteers from the Heart of America Chorus and the 
Kansas City Chorus of Sweet Adelines for their work and 
expertise in making Harmony Explosion 2008 a big success. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

H 
H 
 
 
 
 
 

John Fortino helps coach the Harmony Explosion mass 
chorus. Photo courtesy of Don Fuson.
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CSD 2007  
Chapter BOTYs 
By Harvey Kiser, CSD 
Marketing and Public 

Relations Administrator 
 

Each year our chapters honor one 
its members to receive the Barbershopper Of The Year 
(BOTY) award.  This prestigious award recognizes a 
member’s dedication and contribution to the success of the 
chapter’s yearly programs.  The Central States District is 
pleased to recognize some of these men in this article.  Other 
chapters are invited to email their 2007 BOTY recipients to 
kskisers@networksplus.net . 
 
Some highlights of each BOTY’s contributions – 
 
Norman Balderson, Beatrice, NE Chapter – Norman chaired 
the Valentine Singout, redesigning the posters and brochure, 
preparing display ads for three local newspapers, and 
arranging commercials on three radio stations in Nebraska. 
and Kansas.  His wife Darlene helped in negotiating for 
supplies and making bows.  Additionally, Norman reactivated 
the VLQ (Very Large Quartet) for quality voices to best 
represent the chapter in venues that called for a smaller group.   
 
Tim Anderson, Leavenworth, KS Chapter – Tim, serving as 
chapter president, has harmoniously led the chapter guiding it 
through a difficult time of transition to a different meeting 
night.  His affable and congenial leadership style was the 
catalyst for successful and fun annual shows and for chapter 
members to remove theater chairs from a Fort Leavenworth 
facility that was being demolished for a local elementary 
school.  He led the chapter in producing a community first 
annual Christmas choral show, co-chaired the Singing 
Valentine fund raiser and arranged for a Leavenworth 
County music teacher to serve as the chapter’s director.   
 
Darrell Nelson, Hastings NE Chapter – Darrell, a fairly recent 
member, stepped forward to assume a leadership role chairing 
the successful YIH event, applied lessons about chapter 
operations learned at COTS, and is working with the chapter’s 
music team to emphasize quality singing.   
 
Bob Johnson, Overland Park, KS Chapter – During 2007, 
Bob, a 50-year member of the Society, ably led the chapter 
music and performance committee, served as associate chorus 
director, performed in the Pryme Tyme quartet and was, in 
every sense, the chapter ‘go-to-guy.’ 
 
Fred List, Columbia, MO Chapter – Fred, who turned 90 in 
2007, continued to sing in a quartet and accepted the 
nomination to be the chapter’s 2008 M&P VP.  Fred often 
leads the group in the Old Songs or Keep The Whole World 
Singing, and stands in when both directors are absent and 
running late.  His perseverance and love of barbershop singing 
is contagious and inspirational.   

 
Torrey Mitchell , Des Moines, IA Chapter – Torrey, a very 
active member participating in most chapter events, helped the 
chorus improve its singing with tapes and videos.  He is the 
editor and producer of the chapter’s weekly newsletter, 
“Sound Advice,” keeping members informed about chapter 
happenings, and music performance notes and tips, etc.   
 
J. Mark Roberts, Muscatine, IA Chapter – Mark has earned 
this distinction for both 2007 and 2006.  Mark is one of those 
members who seems to go way beyond the call of duty!  He is 
the chapter secretary and brought the chapter into the 21st 
century developing a web page.  His great organizational skills 
have kept the members up-to-date on chapter memberships 
and getting everything on the member calendar as well as 
chairing two show committees.  The chapter appreciates 
Mark’s contributions while still working more than 40 hours 
per week. 
 
Dale Penner, Linn Co. Metro, IA Chapter – Dale, president, 
led the chorus in rehearsals as its members learned 22 songs in 
order to appear with the Dubuque Music Men, supplementing 
their chorus on their fall show.  He was a key player in the 
expanded Twenty-First Century Vocals formation that took 
the chapter membership from 5 to over 30.  He was the Vocal 
Valentine coordinator. 
 
Ken Lang, Manhattan, KS Chapter – Ken, who is the chapter 
director, added to his usual music leadership responsibilities 
by listening and critiquing each chorus member’s singing 
tapes in preparing for the improved performance in the CSD 
2007 fall convention.  He is in a Singing Valentine quartet and 
serves on the music committee.  He coached our newest 
quartet, Late Night Edition, in its growth. 
 

Ken Lang, left, receives the honor of Barbershopper of the 
Year from the Manhattan, KS Chapter. Photo courtesy of 
Karen Nanninga, editor of the InCider Press. 
 
Chapter BOTYs continued on page 15 
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Chapter BOTYs continued from page 14 
 
Dean Sellers, Davenport, IA Chapter – Dean, the chapter’s 
director and mentor for the past year, helped the chorus make 
some major changes in sound improvements and stage 
performance.  His hard work, strong encouragement and 
perseverance paid off.    
 
Bob Summers, Dubuque, IA Chapter – Bob is enthusiastic 
and always ready to sing in a pickup quartet.   He is the 
chapter’s bulletin editor and received second place in the 2007 
bulletin editor competition.   He continues to be one of the top 
salesmen in selling tickets for the chapter shows.   

Logan Hoyt, McCook, NE Chapter - What is unique about the 
McCook recipient, Logan Hoyt, is that he is 16 years old! Is 
he the youngest BOTY this year in the CSD? Is he the 
youngest in the Society this year? Is he the youngest ever in 
those two categories? It could very well be. He is completing 
his second year as chapter secretary, became the chapter 
bulletin editor when that post came open, and is in charge of 
chapter communications. He has attended two COTS sessions, 
the International Convention in Denver, and is enrolled to 
attend Harmony University this summer in St. Joseph, MO. 

Logan Hoyt, right, receives the honor of Barbershopper of 
the Year from the McCook, Nebraska Chapter.  Photo by 
Don Blank 

Ray Brown, Freemont, NE Chapter – Ray was the 2007 
president, member of the music committee, creator of learning 
tracks (legal) and found the singers, paid the fees, created the 
CD’s, and got them to the members. 
 
Dan Kellogg, St. Joseph, MO Chapter – Dan served as 
president last year and is serving this year.  Dan was key in 
leading the chapter through a challenging time this past year 
as the chorus raised its level of quality through basic auditions.  
His calm demeanor and logical thinking were a source of 
assurance for the board and chorus members and he is one the 
chapter’s biggest cheerleaders. 

 

 
Dan Kellogg, right, receives the honor of Barbershopper of 
the Year from the St. Joseph, Missouri Chapter. 
Presenting the award is last year’s winner, Sandy Gumm. 
 
George Webb, Topeka, KS Chapter – George currently is 
serving in his second year as chorus manager enhancing that 
role.  He has arranged several opportunities for the chorus to 
perform -- one was at the Kansas State House in the presence 
of the Governor and the other one was for a quartet to appear 
at a statewide ceremony at Ft. Riley, KS with lots of TV 
exposure. 
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Spring into 
membership 
By Den Beckman, CSD 
Membership VP 
 

SPRING … what a glorious 
word. In the English language this 
word carries many different 
meanings. A change in season, an 

automotive part, a part of a bed, to leap forward, to mention a 
few. For me, I am most interested in the first definition 
regarding changing seasons. This winter in Iowa and 
throughout much of Central States District we have been 
dealing with Mother Nature’s glory, to some, and difficult 
trials to others. Here in east central Iowa, to me it has certainly 
been the latter. More snow, ice and sub-zero temps than I have 
seen in many years. Personally, my ability to attend a number 
of Chapter meetings was curtailed as a result of the weather 
and driving conditions and I will assume that others have 
undoubtedly had similar experiences. 

 
SPRING is here! I haven’t seen flowers arriving in Iowa 

yet nor have I had to use my lawnmower yet but I have put 
away my snow blower and soon will hang up my shovel. 

 
SPRING is a time for new growth and renewal in nature 

just as in our Chapters. The most recent stats that have been 
generated by BHS headquarters indicate that in calendar year 
2007 our (CSD) membership has fallen off by 111 members! 
This is a significant drop that we cannot ignore or minimize. 
Throughout the BHS we hear and read of membership stats 
and concerns of decrease in new members and retention of 
current members and, for the most part, CSD has held it own 
during the last several years regarding membership numbers. 
This is no longer the case!  

 
I can’t stress in strong enough words the need and 

importance for each and every chapter to review and 
invigorate your membership goals and membership programs. 
Think SPRING! Think about what your chapter can do to 
reach out and renew with your past members who have 
allowed their membership to expire. Plan to provide for your 
new members in order to make their involvement an enjoyable 
and valuable experience. Plan for Guest Nights and new 
member promotions in your communities! 

 
THINK SPRING!   New growth! Refresh and Renew! We 

are a great district and I am confident that our Chapters can 
turn these numbers to a positive response. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you 

and the leadership that you provide in your Chapter. I would 
like to encourage you to SPRING into action for renewed 
growth! 

 
Having just returned from a fantastic Spring convention in 

Iowa City, I am revitalized and encouraged by the wonderful 
performances and high quality of the Quartets and Choruses in 
the Central States District. We are certainly blessed to have 
such great competitors and supportive chapter members and 
families! Congrats to the winners and to each man that took 
the stage! 

 
At each convention there are many things that take place 

other than just singing (hard to believe but true). We call them 
meetings and the business of our district is attended to. I was 
reminded of the importance of building a Team and that no 
one person can do all the work that needs to be accomplished 
to continue to operate an organization and keep it working 
properly and smoothly. I am very interested in building a 
“Membership Team”.  If you have any interest in being 
involved in growth and helping members and chapters, please 
feel free to contact me! 

 
Have a great summer! I encourage each and every one of 

you to bring in one new member to your chapter and we will 
all celebrate together again in the fall in Cedar Rapids! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HALLELUJAH! SOP is back! 
By Gary Drown, Board Member At Large 

Standing Ovation Program Trainer 
 

Yes....Hallelujah...it's back!   After a short hiatus, one 
of our Society’s very best programs....The Standing 
Ovation Program, is back on track in the Central States 
District.  Kudos to Bob Aderholt, our new district 
Barbershopper of the Year, who has taken the bull by the 
horns and is in process of revitalizing this outstanding 
opportunity to get better!  If you're unaware, the SOP is 
designed to help both quartets and choruses take a leap 
up the ladder of improvement.  A trained evaluator is 
invited, by you, to attend your performance and review 
the good stuff you've done, and make it even better.  The 
review  is  done  in  private... for your ears only...and can  

 
 

lead to immediate improvement.   Those choruses and 
quartets who have chosen to have a SOP can testify to its 
success.  

 
Soon, each chapter that is planning their annual show 

will be given an opportunity to have a reviewer attend.  
Soon, likely at the next COTS, those who wish to 
become more involved in the SOP will be given the 
chance to become a reviewer.  But for now, let's just 
celebrate the fact that those who wish to see 
improvement in their performances will be given that 
opportunity!  For additional information, contact me, 
jdrown@kearney.net, 308-236-2083, or Bob Aderholt at 
bobmary@alltel.net , 402-752-3317. 
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Leadership 
Lines By Dan Brown,  
CSLT Administrator  
 

Having just returned from 
our Spring Convention, I have 
some not-so-random thoughts 
about where we sit in the CSD 
in terms of chapter support. 

 
In looking over the Society survey answers that were 

returned by CSD members (nearly 400), I was disappointed to 
note that most chapters still don’t know who their chapter 
counselor is or have not yet been to COTS.  That tells me that 
despite the many Serenade articles and letters to the 
President’s list by me and other CSD leaders, we still have a 
significant portion of our chapter members that don’t know 
what resources are available to help their chapters be 
successful. 

 
Many chapters don’t realize that with our change in 

governance a few years ago, the CSD Board of Directors now 
deals strictly with regulations, governance, and fiscal 
responsibility and only has seven members.  It is now the task 
of the various Program Administrators (Marketing, Music & 
Performance, Chorus Director training, Membership, Contest 
and Judging, YIH, Events, Harmony Foundation, College 
quartets, and CSLT) to create, administer, and follow-up on 
the various functions in the CSD.  We report to the President – 
Don Fuson – who ensures our tasks match with the long range 
vision for the district as outlined by the CSD Board of 
Directors. 

 
My responsibility is to run the Chapter Counselor program, 

ensure that our Chapter Officer Training Seminars (COTS) are 
organized, and chapters in the same geographical areas 
(PODS) meet on a regular basis.  While attendance for COTS 
is up due to our decision to hold more sessions around the 
district, the chapter counselor and POD meeting program have 
not been as effective as they should be in getting information 
to and from our individual chapters. 

 
To meet this challenge, the entire CC and POD meeting 

structure (as I mentioned in the last Serenade) is being redone.  
The Chapter Counselor program will have additional 
incentives to contact their chapters.  Also, there will be skilled 
CC’s in each state to help organize and plan for area POD 
meetings, which will be scheduled during the months of June 
and July.  Each POD meeting will have an agenda with items 
for discussion from our CSD leadership in addition to 
providing a format for discussing the concerns of individual 
chapters. 

 
We’ll also need your chapter’s help.  In May, each chapter  

will be asked to complete a chapter status report.  The report 
will provide a yearly snapshot of chapter health that will 

replace most of the reporting items currently required by the 
Chapter Counselors.  Reducing recordkeeping will allow for 
better chapter contacts and improved chapter service. 

 
More details will be published on the President’s email list 

to save space in this article.   
 
Don’t forget about COTS – Nov. 8 in Lawrence, KS and 

Nov. 15 in Sioux Falls, SD.  Planning is underway and I’m 
looking for ideas to add to the class list.  Show Production?  
Member Recruitment?  Singing Valentines?  Contact me with 
your ideas (contact info is inside the cover) about what topics 
YOU believe would help your chapter (or other chapters) with 
the challenges they face.   
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LET US HEP YA ! 

�

Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol Bruce 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad) 
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Bulletin Browsing  
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus 

 
Almost every chapter in our Society occasionally finds it 

necessary to put together what they call a VLQ, a "very large 
quartet," made up of a dozen or so members of the regular 
chorus in order to perform publicly. The group is usually 
dissolved right after the performance, but may be reorganized 
again when needed.  Well, the Beatrice Chapter board of 
directors has taken a more serious approach and has 
authorized the formation of a VLQ of a more permanent 
status.  A "VLQ manager" has been appointed who is 
responsible for the management and administration of the 
group.  He selects members from the regular chorus and 
schedules rehearsals and performances.  Each member is 
expected to learn all of the songs in the regular chorus's 
library, plus those selected by the manager for us by the VLQ.   

  
The manager reports directly to the chapter board and is 

responsible for all funds raised by the VLQ.  However, it must 
be assumed that the regular chorus director will also be the 
VLQ director, if one is used.  There is no mention of a music 
director in the Beatri'Tone, the Beatrice Chapter bulletin, 
edited by Dan Wiedel. 

  
In other news, the "Homestead Harmonizers" will journey 

to Mount Rushmore, for a performance.  They'll be there 
August 15-17, 2008.  That'll be quite an experience.  Hope 
everybody has a good time.  We'll be looking forward to a 
story about the trip in the next issue of the Beatri'Tone, Dan.  

                                    �  �  �                       
  

While we're on the subject of VLQs, Gary Van Cleave 
has an article in the January/February issue of Harmony 
Overtones, the bulletin of the Des Moines Chapter, edited by 
Bob Uy.  Gary reports that "P.O.I.'s Boiz," a VLQ from the 
"Pride of Iowa Chorus," performed at the organizational 
luncheon of the "Older, Wiser and Livelier Seniors" (OWLS) 
at the Ankeny Presbyterian Church.  Said Gary, "We had an 
opportunity to plug Singing Valentines, our show and 
membership recruitment.  Our special rendition of "Happy 
Birthday" delighted a 96-year-old gentleman.  For all of this, 
we are pleased to add a nice honorarium to the chapter 
accounts."  See what I mean? 
  
                                           �  �  �  
  

I received four monthly issues of the Siouxland Saga, the 
Siouxland Chapter bulletin, edited by Sharon Ocker.  Each 
one-pager contained a lot of jokes and stories, and I had a few 
great laughs.  But the only story of interest was a report on 
what Sharon considered to be a great annual show, this time in 
April, rather than the usual performance in the fall.  Says 
Sharon, "We intended to showcase a cappella singing and we 
had the significant differences of barbershop at its best --- "All 
in Moderation," a group from Iowa State University --- and 
the distinctive sounds of "Tonic Sol-fa."  That's a group I'm 
not familiar with.  The show included a number of chapter 

quartets, such as "Ignition," "Focus" and "Front Stage." 
Sharon said, "I nearly cried when "Ignition" sang " If My Nose 
Was Money, Honey, I'd Blow It All On You."  That's Sharon, 
all right. 
                                                �  �  �  
  

Editor Dick Kury  certainly has some eye-catching 
photographs in his April edition of By-Lines, the St. Louis 
Suburban chapter bulletin.  There's one of the "Gentlemen of 
Song" in their brand-new green vests performing on their 
"40th Successful Annual St. Pat's Day Dinner/Show," also 
known as the "Corn Beef and Cabbage" dinner.  And there's 
an especially interesting photo of the boys and girls at the St. 
Joseph Institute for the Deaf and their guitars.  The institute 
has been sponsored by the "Gentlemen of Song" for many 
years, and I strongly suspect that the Suburban Chapter may 
have had something to do with supplying the guitars for the 
youngsters.  I'll bet they sound like professionals with those 
stringed instruments.   
  

                                  �  �  �  
  

Lots of good photographs in Editor Karen Nanninga's 
March edition of The InCider Press, the Manhattan Chapter 
bulletin.  Past CSD President Byron Myers was the clinician 
for the "Little Apple Chorus" retreat, bringing with him many 
years of barbershop harmony experience with the St. Joseph 
Chapter.  (Wonder if he remembers when I joined the "Pony 
Expressmen," as they were known away back 43 years ago.)  
Manhattan Chapter President Harvey Kiser has nothing but 
good things to say about the overall success of the retreat.  
Also, there are several pictures of the quartets that participated 
in the annual "Singing Valentines" campaign, each one taken 
with the recipient of a singing valentine.  Bob Swenson, "Mr. 
$inging Valentine," reports that the chapter received 134 
orders for SVs, all of which were delivered on Valentine's 
Day, February 14.    
 
 

Chapter Bulletin Editors 
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Behind the Scenes 
in the CSD 

By Mark Fuerniss, CSD 
Secretary 

 
   Did you miss the Spring 
Convention in Iowa City? Want to 
know what is going on behind the 
scenes, beside who sang what and 

their scores?  At each convention, the various program 
administrator and board members are asked to submit written 
reports which are compiled into a document called a “Consent 
Calendar.”  This Consent Calendar is then either approved or 
not approved at the Presidents Council (House of Delegates) 
by the delegates to the convention, i.e. chapter presidents or 
their proxies, district board members, and active past 
presidents.  The Consent Calendar also contains minutes of the 
District Board and Presidents Council meetings of the 
previous convention.  Consent Calendars are placed on the 
District web site under the Members only section about a 
month before the Spring and Fall conventions. (Contact me if 
you don’t know or don’t remember the passwords to the 
members only site.)  Finding the Consent Calendar for the 
Spring Convention in Iowa City will give you an opportunity 
view our redesigned web site.  Take your time to read through 
these reports to learn about some of the behind scenes 
activities taking place in your district.  As an example, my 
report, which should have been in the Consent Calendar but 
for one reason or another was omitted, follows:   

 
Report #320, District Secretary’s Report   
Since last Fall’s Convention in Kansas City, fifty four 

performance have been cleared for twenty-six chapters.  Most  

 
of the time, all five copies of Form 3016 have been received, 
with the appropriate fee. (Three copies and the check are 
forwarded to Society Headquarters, one copy is retained for 
district files. As soon as your date is cleared, the Serenade 
editor and District webmistress are notified of the date of your 
performance so that your performance may be listed in the 
District events calendars.)  And only rarely have there been 
any conflicts with neighboring chapter, district or society 
events.  According to Article 10 of our Code of Regulations, 
‘Chapters in the same geographic area are encouraged to 
maintain good communication with adjacent chapters to assure 
that no two chapter shows are scheduled on the same date 
where both chapters will be competing for the same audience.  
When the Secretary receives conflicting show date clearance 
applications, he will withhold clearance until all efforts to 
resolve the conflict have been exhausted.’  Great job! 

 
The Society Director of Events, John Schneider, is 

currently in negotiations with ASCAP as to procedures for the 
collection of ASCAP fees.  So for the time being at least, you 
may ignore the instructions relating to ASCAP fees and 
licensing contained in the May-June issue of the Harmonizer 
(page 8) and the recent Serenade magazine (page 18).  John 
states, ‘I’m going to have a meeting with the ASCAP folks 
later in October (2007) to try to come up with a better system.  
Until then, everything with ASCAP should just be put on 
hold.’  Please watch for further information.“  We are still 
watching and you’ll know when we see and hear. 

 
I hope to see a lot of the new and old secretaries at COTS 

this fall either in Lawrence KS November 8 or Sioux Falls, 
SD, November 15.  In the meantime, contact me if you have 
questions about how to get your chapter show cleared.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Bulletins: 

A communication  
tool for the chapter 
By Dave Haase, 
Serenade Editor and  
PROBE Membership VP 
 

Recently I did a survey in the Central States District to find 
how many chapters have a chapter bulletin, 16 chapters 
responded. Out of the 16 that responded 11 have a chapter 
bulletin. The other five chapters said they didn’t want a 
bulletin due to the expense or they couldn’t get a person to be 
a bulletin editor. Others said that they do all of their 
communication through e-mails or Yahoo groups. E-mails and 
Yahoo groups are fine for instant communication on important 
issues that need to be addressed, but does it meet the needs of 
all of your members? 

When I was a bulletin editor with Iowa City and Cedar 
Rapids I ran into a problem when I did an online chapter 
bulletin, not everyone has a computer or has access to a 

computer. To make sure everyone had a bulletin in their hands 
I printed copies to the members that didn’t have computers. 

Chapter bulletins are a vital communication tool for the 
chapter. The bulletin does many things, it informs, records, 
reflects, recognizes, reinforces, educates, promotes, recruits, 
and encourages. The chapter bulletin also informs the wives 
and family members what is happening in your chapter. They 
are an important part of the barbershop family and need to 
know what is going on.  E-mail and Yahoo groups can’t match 
what chapter bulletins do. 

I encourage all chapters to have a chapter bulletin, whether 
it is in print or online. Don’t know what to do to get one 
started? Contact a neighboring chapter that has a bulletin and 
ask for help. Most bulletin editors I have talked to would 
gladly help you get started. The chapter bulletin doesn’t have 
to be professional looking like the Harmonizer, the idea is to 
communicate with the chapter members. Also, there is a good 
chance there will be a COTS class for chapter bulletin editors, 
probably at Sioux Falls, SD on November 15, 2008. 
 

  Have a great summer!!
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What’s 
Coming 
Up and 
Where? 

District and Society Calendar 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request a show 
date. 
 

2008 Chapter Shows 
 
June 21 – St. Charles, MO,  Touhill Theater ( 2 shows) 
Sept. 20 - Leavenworth, KS, Nettie Hartnett School(2 shows) 
Nov  8 - Elkader IA ,  Elkader Opera House(2 shows) 
November 22 - Winner, SD, Westside Elementary School 
December 12 - 14 – St. Charles, MO Touhill Theater (5 shows) 
December 20 - Florissant, MO, Florissant Civic Center (2 shows) 
. 
 
 

 
Society Events 

 
June 29-July 6 - International Convention - Nashville, TN 
 
July 27 – August 3 – Harmony University – St. Joseph, MO 
 
 
 

Reserve these CSD Dates 
 

2008 
 
October 10-12 – CSD Fall Convention, 

Cedar Rapids, IA 
 
November 8 – COTS - Lawrence, KS 
November 15 – COTS - Sioux Falls, 

SD 
 
2009 – April 24-26 – CSD Spring Convention, location open 
 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed 
approximately August 20. 

 

 
 
 
Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
      of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
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