HEARTLAND OF
—_— HARMONY

The Official Publication of the Central States District of the Barbershop Harmony Society
Volume 55 No. 3 ISSN 8750-2232 ughist 2008

CSD Fall Convention returns to Cedar Rapids — OctQ-11
See details beginning on Page 4

CSD has Banner Week in Nashuville!

Ambassadors of Harmony, Crossroads bring home silve
Jim Bagby, David Wright, Gas House Gang honored by Society

Ambassadors of Harmony bring home the silver with Get Me to the Church on Time".
(Photo courtesy of Loren May) International convenion coverage starts on page 5.
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The Membership
Olympics Begin
Right NOW at

Home
By Don Fuson
CSD President

Once every four years the news, TV and
ads all reflect the Olympics. It is a spectacle of
global proportions, quite literally played out for
many folks around the world to see,

Not everyone that is watching is a
sportscaster. But everyone participates through
the performances that we see.

We are so lucky. We, as members of our
local chapters, as members of CSD and members
of our International Society, are “the players” in
our own sport of performing for our public.
There are many in our audiences that cannot do
what we do.

There are, however, more in that same
audience that have many of our skills. There are
singers who could come and learn with us and
then expand our performances into new homes
and communities in each of our cities and
counties.

We have to grab the opportunity to reach
out, perform and earn a medal.

We have our own support systems and
probably would not be active with our local
chapters without that understanding. But we
are the lucky ones.

Some of our friends in each chapter may
lose the desire to come and work on developing
new singing skills. Some of our friends may not
be able to express their own expectations and
find themselves “outside” the flow and culture of
the chapter and the local members.

The members among us that will work on
their individual skills in order to help the team
meet the local team/chapter goals are our true
medalists in this race.

But HOW do we prepare for our next
race? Do we know how we are doing in our
current races? What new skills are we learning
with new approaches that include more of our

members toward our common goals? HOW are
we looking outside our current routines to share
our skills with others that will be new members?

Most of our chapters have lost some
active members in 2008.

The question is “have each of us done our
best to continue to plan for interesting programs,
rehearsals, support and general involvement that
continue to make each weekly meeting fun,
entertaining and a learning opportunity . . . all &
the same time”? It is “compelling™?

Do | understand my own role at the local
chapter level? What can | do to help the overall
goals and planning for my own chapter and help
retain other members, gain new members and
improve our performance abilities?

Our common goals must build on the
resources of our Society, our combined support
across our district, but most importantly, utilize
each local member to plan, execute and grow for
the benefit of our chapters.

2009 will become “The Year of the
Chapter” throughout the Society. A
forthcoming issue of the Harmonizer will focus
on the successes of small/medium size chapters
that will present many good ideas that we “can
borrow”.

But now, in 2008, is the time for each
member, each chapter officer and the
membership of each chapter to review local goals
and work to reach them.

It is not a good plan to say “I'll prepare
for the next Olympics but wait for four years to
‘kick it in” and get busy”.

My bet is that you agree.

I've got a gold medal moment (to borrow
Jim Henry’s phrase) to share with you.

| also want to share it with some of the
local singers that | have not seen for a while.

| also want to give it away to new friends
who will become members and revel and cheer in
their first performance with my local chorus.

We are so lucky to have this passion as
one of the joys in our lives.

Let's prepare for our own personal
Olympics right now, and reach for our goals.

We have the opportunity to share more
medals with those new members waiting for us.



Serenade

Sail on in to Cedar Rapids
for the best CSD Contest Yet

by Tom Zuber, Host Convention Chair.

Yes, Friday June 13" was a bad day for Cedar Rapids
and the surrounding area as the flood of all floods
washed through the area. On that day even boats had a
hard time navigating the rapidly rushing flood waters.
Today, however, your boat will need wheels on it to get
around.

The Cedar Rapids area is dryrng out and rebuilding at
a rapid pace. Today August 2" Smulekoff’'s Furniture
store, which stands on the very bank of the mighty
Cedar River, opened its upper floors to customers once
again while the lower two floors damaged by the flooding
are being reparred and are expected to open soon.

The Crowne Plaza
Hotel, convention
headquarters, did not
suffer any direct
damage due to the
flooding but its
electricity and steam
were shut off and just
turned back on July

| = A 24" These services
had been turned off to the whole downtown area to
prevent serious injuries to people coming in contact with
live wires. They started booking rooms once again on
Saturday, July 23.

While the Crowne was closed they sped up their $5
million renovation plan and, with the aid of portable
generators, were able to do more remodeling than had
previously been expected. All new furnrture is expected
in mid September. When October 10" comes, you will
see a completely finished, remodeled hotel on the inside
waiting for you and no boats will be docked at the front
door.

The US Cellular Center will become our contest site as
the grand Paramount Theater, where the contest was to
be held, was severely damaged in the flooding. No
projected repair date has been set or hardly talked
about. It is sad to see such a grand old theater so
destroyed, but the US Cellular Center will provide us
with a nice facility. You may remember that in 2003,
when the contest was held here in Cedar Rapids, it was
held in the US Cellular Center because the Paramount
was going through a $7-million renovation. We were
anxious to show CSD this grand old lady in her grandeur
best at this contest but such is not the case.

As you might remember, the US Cellular Center is
very convenient for the contest because it is on the
ground floor of the Crowne Plaza so the contest will in
essence be in one building with the hotel and convention
center. You won'’t even be able to smell the chocolaty
smell of Captain Crunch being made at Quaker Oats
which is directly behind the Crowne unless you go out on
purpose. Being on the street level, the Cell Center did

sustain some minor flood damage but that has long been
repaired and things are back to normal.

Many new restaurants have opened in downtown
Cedar Rapids since the 2003 convention and most of
them suffered flood damage and are closed at present.
Several have stated they plan to be open by October. In
the event of a shortage of restaurants, we have been in
contact with the Crowne and they have offered to
W provide some additional dining facilities
within the hotel to alleviate the restaurant
shortage.  Under consideration is a
smorgasbord dining area and/or a
sandwich shop dining area as well as the
possibility of a large sit-down dinner for
Saturday night in the Crowne’s ballroom
The Crowne’s Top of the Five Restaurant on the 19"
floor is open as well as 3 or 4 other restaurants in the
downtown area. We will monitor this closely and have
eating facilities available so you won’t go hungry. Those
of you who will be staying at the outlying hotels (Marriott
or Clarion) will have no problems dining as there are
many, many eating establishments within walking
distance. The restaurants around these two outlying
hotels are only a 10 or 15 minute drive from the
Convention Headquarters if you would choose to drive.
There should not be any problems eating during contest,
besides who has time to eat?

Since we were given the go-ahead to have the
contest, we have covered a lot of ground and much
more has to be done, but we can assure you that your
October 10" weekend in Cedar Rapids will be fun and
enjoyable.....we will make that our job!

Three blocks on First Avenue
from the Crowne Plaza is the
Carl & Mary Koehler History
Center. Two blocks away on
Third Avenue is the Cedar % -\ |
Rapids Museum of Art with its A Iu r. m--.
extensive collection of Grant
Wood paintings (the area’s native son). Also within
walking distance are the lowa Masonic Library &
Museum and the Grant Wood Gallery. You will also find
other interesting points of interest in Cedar Rapids such
as Brucemore, A National Trust Historic Site, Duffy’s
Collectible  Cars, Cedar Rapids RoughRiders
Professional Hockey Club, Indian Creek Nature Center
and many more attractions for your enjoyment. So come
early to Contest 2008 and leave late so you can take in
all the sights that Cedar Rapids has to offer.

Combine all of these venues with some of the best
Barbershop singing and contests in the world and this is
an event you won’t want to miss. So mark your
calendars now for October 10-12, 2008, to spend
another wonderful weekend in beautiful downtown Cedar
Rapids. You enjoyed your visits before and we enjoyed
having you. If you have not been to Cedar Rapids
before, please accept our invitation to visit us this
October...so sail on in, Cedar Rapids is waiting for
you.....but leave your boats and hip waders at home!
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Historic flood wreaks havoc;
CSD will return to Cedar Rapids

By David Hae Serenade Editor

lowa, looking for stranded people. These boats welest a
few blocks away from the Paramount Theatre, the
(former) contest venue. (Photo by Rob Alfrey)

Does Mother Nature have a grudge with the CentateS
District this spring? Let's recap what she has dawme
far...tornadoes rip through every state in the distti, worst
being in Manhattan, KS and Parkersburg, 1A; anhegrake
shakes lowa City during the CSD Spring Conventsorg last
but not least...the historic floods in lowa and Misso

Central and Eastern lowa had a very wet late-Agmnitl
May causing the ground to be saturated. In Jurefatential
rains had nowhere to go except to the creeks avatsri
Towns along the Cedar River like Waterloo, CeddlsFand
Cedar Rapids soon saw their rivers rise dramayicall

The Cedar River at Cedar Rapids crested on Junat 13
31.1 feet, 19.1 feet over flood stage. Approximatd0 city
blocks, including all of downtown Cedar Rapids,nfrahe
river to 8" Street, was under water. The contest venue, The
Paramount Theatre, was under more than 8 feet tefrwa

Towns along the lowa and Des Moines Rivers had thei
problems too. Upstream from lowa City on the lowaeRthe
Corp of Engineers worked frantically to try to rde water
from the Coralville Reservoir before it overflowed@hey
couldn’t keep up with the amount of water comingausing
the reservoir to overflow, flooding Coralville andwa City.
Eventually, the flood waters from lowa made theaywo the
Mississippi and downstream to Missouri.

The Central States District board and conventicamte
knew of the flooding in Cedar Rapids and went torkwo
looking for answers on what to do next. We now have
announced that we will return to Cedar Rapids bethaving
to move to the US Cellular Center as our new venue.

The local “on the street” reports indicate that the
renovations and refurbishments of office spacetaueants
and hotels (where impacted) are well underway.
convention hotels are open and waiting for ourvatri Final
planning on which rooms to hold warm-ups and mestiwill
be completed in the coming months.

So, plan toJOIN US in CEDAR RAPIDS for a great
convention! Bring your quartets, choruses andahéteto share
in our wonderful singing!

Our

Ladies’ Breakfast and Tour at the Cedar
Rapids Museum of Art

This year's Ladies’ Breakfast will be held at thed&r
Rapids Museum of Art, second floor auditorium. Tmanch
will be from 8:00 to 10:00 on Saturday morning aunl
include:

Gourmet Brunch

Ham and Cheese Strata

French Toast Strata with Apple Cider Syrup
Hash Brown Casserole; Kielbasa Sausage
Assorted Pastries; Fresh Cut Fruit
Assorted Fruit Juices; Gourmet Coffees

After the brunch you will be able to tour the CeBapids
Museum of Art.  Exhibits include the world’'s larges
collection of Grant Wood paintings and the ESPYI&uion,

a series that portrays American sport icons, bk Rikcapman.
For additional information on the museum feel fteevisit
www.crma.org Your brunch passes will allow you access the
museum at any time during the day if you wish tane

The cost of the Ladies’ Breakfast and Museum te {20
per person.

We will meet in the main
lobby of the Crowne Plaza Hotel
at 7:30 and start the two block
walk along the Cedar Rapids
walking Cedar River Trail to the
museum. Free transportation by
the hotel can be arranged in
advance for those in need by
contacting John Harris at
jharrisp@juno.comor 319-851-
2315.

Ladies Breakfast Form

Name
Email Address
Phone Number

Number In Party

Cost ($20 X Number in Party)
Total amount of included check $

Make checks payable to Harmony Hawks and
write “Breakfast” on memo line.

Mail To: John Harris, 112 Stephen St.
Palo, lowa 52324 to arrive by Oct 3



Serenmade

Nashville...a week to be proud!!!
By David Haase

Wow, what a convention!!! The Central States Desthiad
a great week during the international conventiolNashville,
TN. Congratulation to thémbassadors of Harmony for
another spectacular performance with their set lobvé
Walked In” and “Get Me to the Church on Time/ Thant Is
Jumping” medley, bringing home a silver medal. Thd-man
chorus was a whisker away from bringing home thd,dast
seven points behind another spectacular chorusvtsters
of Harmony.

The Ambassadors of Harmonywow the audience with
“Get Me to the Church on Time.” (Photo by Loren May)

Overall, it was a great chorus contekiansas City’s
Heart of America Chorus placed a respectabled" place
with their “When Day is Done” and “You Make Me Fegb
Young”.

The Heart of America Chorus under the direction ofDavid
Krause. (Photo by Loren May)

Congratulations go out to all of our CSD quartet

representativesCrossroads a quartet comprised of four gold
medalists, brought home the silver medal in a gérgng field
of quartets. In my book | had them as the changidut

what do the judges know?€rossroads has to be the
frontrunner for next year’'s international along wiOld
School, State Line GroceryandRedline.

Crossroads placed second in the international quaet
contest held in Nashville. (Photo by Loren May)

The other CSD quartet8, Men and A Melody andHigh
Definition also did quite well. They placed 12and 1¥'
respectively, just points away from making the Temn.

High Definition placed 13" in the international quartet
contest, only points away from making the Top Ten.
(Photo by Loren May)

Great week continued on page 6
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Great week continued from page 5
The CSD love fest doesn’t end there. The Barbershop

Harmony Society honoredim Bagby with the Joe Liles
Lifetime Achievement Award for his contributions in
directing, judging, quartet promotion, and musiaetion.

A
Jim Bagby, recipient of the Joe Liles Lifetime Achévement
Award, gives his thanks for the great honor. (Pha by
Don Fuson)

Great week continued on page 8

3 Men and a Melody placed 12 at the international
guartet contest in Nashville. (Photo by Loren May)

CSD also had great representation in the intennaltio ‘ /
collegiate quartet contest. Tisnorgaschords the foursome
from Butler County Community College in El Dorad€S, )
placed 1% out of 22 quartets. This had to be the best T 16
collegiate contest from top to bottom. If theseefgentlemen ' A% 1
stick with barbershop for life, the Society's fututooks . \} : i
awfully bright. tl '

. o
TGPERA,

KANEAS @ By

. P8

The Smorgaschords, from Butler County Community
College in El Dorado, KS, belts out a chord in the
international college quartet contest. (Photo by Liken )

May) . /!
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Great week continued from page 7

The Society wasn't finished handing out honors 8DC
The BHS also inducte®avid Wright and The Gas House
Ganginto its Hall of Fame.

David Wright was honored for his contribution toeth
Society as judge, arranger, and for his tirelekstsfas a BHS
Historian.

| :'u'l l a

BHS Hall of Fame inductee David Wright gives his thnks
as former BHS President Drayton Justus looks on. Rito
by Loren May.

The Society honored probably the most loved quaitetl
time, The Gas House Gang “The Gang” was recognized for
their singing and camaraderie, contributions to imus
education, and being great ambassadors arounddtie for
the Society. All members of The Gas House Gang were
present for the honor along witRob Henry’'s widow, Sue

The Gas House Gang was inducted in the BHS Hall of
Fame. Pictured from left to right: Jim Henry, Joe Fnk
(original tenor), Sue Henry, Rich Knight and Kip Buckner.
(Photo by Loren May)

Henry. The Gas house Gang retired in 2004, a year Rftbr
Henry's death to cancer.

Also during the international conventionPROBE
(Association of Public Relations Officers and Bullén
Editors) announced the winners of their international timle
and public relations contests. The Central StatefiEt was
well represented in the bulletin contests and camay with
high honors.

Todd Anderson (pictured left),
Kansas City's editor of the
Harmonotes took first place in the
International Bulletin Contest (IBC)
while Robert Uy (pictured below
left), Des Moines’ editor of the
Harmony Overtones took second
place. In all, there were 22 entries for
the IBC. Todd placed second last
year in the IBC while this is Robert’s
first time at the international level.

In the International Online Bulletin Contestaren
Nannniga (above right) editor of the Manhattan, KIRCider
Presscame in second out of eight entries.

Congratulations to all CSD winners!!!

PROBE President Lowell Shank (center) presents thEirst
and Second Place plaques for the IBC. Accepting the
awards for Todd Anderson and Robert Uy are Harvey
Kiser (left), CSD PR and Marketing VP, and Don Fuso
(right), CSD President. (Photo by David Haase)



International Semifinalist Quartet
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308
eric@3menandamelody.com

Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339
brad@3menandamelody.com

News from PROBE:
Changes made in

Bulletin contests
By David Haase
PROBE Membership VP
Category Judge

PROBE (Association of Public Relations Officers and
Bulletin Editors) had its annual meeting at thesiinaitional
convention in Nashville and a few changes were made
concerning the bulletin contests.

For the last five years, there have been two bnollet
contests, the International Bulletin Contest (hapdg and the
International Online Bulletin Contest, now known #w
Electronic Bulletin Contest. In the past, editoosild enter in
both contests. Starting with 2008, an editor hasnake a
choice in which contest they are competing.

The second change is that the Electronic Bulletimt€st
will now be judged at the district level. So insteaf waiting
until April to submit your entries you now must eayour
entries in by January 1, 2009, to Randy Fischeerdhwill be
a reminder in the November issue of the Serenadet abis
with complete instructions on how to enter the eets.

The third change is that only the district winnevsl
advance to the international contests. Howeveahefe aren't
16 entries in either contest, the highest scoriog-winners
from the district level will fill the remaining opéngs. The
reason for this is twofold: 1) There is a lot abrk involved
when you have around 25 entries each year in teeniational
Bulletin Contest. 2) there is a general lack ofldjied judges
to volunteer their time.

Being a district or a chapter bulletin editor idahor of
love, so is being a PROBE contest judge. If youaaketeran
bulletin editor and wish to contribute your talebisbeing a
judge, contact John Elving, PROBE Bulletin EditoP,Vat

leaderman@earthlink.neéBy being a judge your expertise can
help other bulletin editors make changes and ingriheir
bulletins. That is what the PROBE contests is htud; not
seeing who has the best bulletin, but giving sutges on
how the editor can improve communications withire th
chapter. 1, as a judge, give all editors commenmtstteeir
entries and how they can improve their electroniktetin in
the Accessibility and Functionality category. | as
welcome responses back if they have questions.

As for the PROTY (Public Relations Officer of The
Year), there has been no rule changes made in eithisiativ
| will also have a reminder about the PROTY corstéstthe
November issue of the Serenade.

One final word, | want to congratulate all the C®Dners
of the PROBE international contests for the 200&r yé was
beaming with pride when | saw th&bdd Anderson, Robert
Uy and Karen Nanninga came away with top honors. CSD
is very fortunate to have talented editors. Fors¢heditors
who are starting out, ask for their help or fromyan
neighboring chapter editor. They'll be glad to hgdju out

Earlier this year, | surveyed the CSD chapter pesds to
find out if there was interest in having a chapbedletin
editors class at his year's COTS. | received 1famses back
with 11 showing interest in sending their bulle&ditors to
COTS.

| have been in contact withon Fuson, CSD President
and Dan Brown, CSLT Administrator, and they informed
me that a COTS class will available 8ioux Falls, South
Dakota, on November 15 This will be the only class
available during this year's COTS so mark your mdés
Now.

John Elving, PROBE Bulletin Editor VP and editor of
the Mount Rushmore chapter bulletin,Voice of Democracy,
will be the COTS instructor for this class. Johnswast
awarded top honors in the International Online &uril
Contest for 2007. John publishes in both the haryland
electronic versions so he can answer any quesgmmngave.

| have a couple of suggestions for the bulletintcedi
attending this class: 1)Contact John Elving at
leaderman@earthlink.netand let him know what topics you
want covered. Are you new and want to learn thécbasire
you looking for new ideas on how to improve youfldtin?
Let John know what you want covered. 2) If you dav
laptop computer bring it along with copies of wardifiles
from your previous issues. If you don’t, bring ped copies
so John can take a look at them.

Related article on officer training on page 12-13



Stern, Phillips
Earn Emeritus
Award

By Jim Bagby,

CSD C&J Administrator

As you'll note immediately in
this issue, it was a banner week for the CentratieStDistrict
in Nashville. And the Contest and Judging comnyunitde
news, too, headed by the annual announcement ofutige
Emeritus recognition.

Two of CSD's most distinguished former judges were
added to the list announced by the Society Condest
Judging Committee:Joe Sternof Kansas City, who can be
credited with starting the judging system, and Na§ity's
Ron Phillips, who served many years as a Sound Category
judge, including a term as Category Specialist. &ards
will be presented at the fall convention in Cedapis.

This is a singular accomplishment for CSD; only six
emeritus status awards were granted in Nashvillee other
honorees are the late Tom Schlinkert, Dixie Distriglel
Knight, Evergreen; Don Gray, Johnny Appleseed, hod
Benedict, Far Western -- heroes all!

Remember it was only last year that we had threerigms
honorees: Lance Heilmann, Alan Ives and the late O
Newgard.

Among items | think should be of interest to mosiyaou
from our two days of C&J meetings in Nashville, dnare
some highlights:

- From now on, Collegiate contestants will usertgpular
CJ-20 entry method, instead of going through theiebp
headquarters music staff. They will have to fornguartet
ahead of time and then their paperwork will go ciseto the
C&J vice president/administrator in each distriehaking
them more like the "big boys." AND their entryediine will
be 21 days prior to the contest -- the same asuallother
contestants, rather than having them meander tirajugek or
so before the contest.

So if you are working with a collegiate foursgnue
know of one, remind them this change is effectivEXN
SPRING, and help them get on the ball.

- We will propose to the CSD board a change in the
waiver system for quartets seeking to compete bdistrict.

The number of foursomes going across district lihes
increased considerably in recent years; FWD hasqoaetet
that has not made a prelim in its home districtfifee years.

The rules now say any quartet can ask to competaather

district for exceptional reason(s), and the requesst be
approved by its home district president and C&Jceff as
well as the president and C&J veep in the visitiligfrict.
Because we're all good guys, those requests ad®nsel
refused.

But to keep the crossovers more manageable, dedgen
the chances of all the quartets showing up in tiedims on
the last two weekends of the prelims season, tbhpogal is
that no quartet can request a waiver more than onteree
years. Exceptions can be made in the case ofhdiaéh or
other emergency reasons.

- As you've seen with a certain Rocky Mountaintiis
quartet whose unfortunate case was published in the
Harmonizer, the Society is cracking down on groups who
take lightly the submission of cleared songs orir 168-20.

So if you change your mind about a song after yaweh
completed your entry form, bring a copy of the newg to
the contest site, with the supporting paperworlsiiow the
Contest Administrator that the song has been dlegyeu

have the permission of the arranger to sing Enough said.
(Or if you still have questions on this point, cactt me:

jbagby3@kc.rr.com

- The Society’'s Contest and Judging Committee (SCJC)
will recommend removal of all dual membership ruleating
to competing with more than one chorus at the idisand
international level. Committee Chairman Dwain @bars
says the SCJC just has found no evidence of "chorus
stacking,” and virtually all waivers sought for Kasle were
granted. That recommendation will go to the Syckoard
at its fall meeting, and presumably would be incplen time
for the Anaheim competition. It would mean no &or
keeping track of start of cycles, which vary fronstdct to
district. The requirement would be: every man siage
would have to be a member of that chapter, peridtay
tuned.

And in our meetings -- the district C&J guys togtfirst,
then with the SCJC -- we covered a lot of othetsfion and
jetsam | won't bore you with here. But I'd be igsmot to
congratulate theAmbassadors of Harmony on a brilliant
performance that came within a whisker of the gddrus
medal! And almost brand-ne@rossroadswould have had
the quartet gold if we'd had one more round; thesy kept
climbing, and winning the hearts of the audiend®hat a
contest!

It was my fourth time to judge an internationalddncan
attest I've never written so many high numbersowdbout3
Men and A Melody andHigh Definition finishing 12th and
13th, respectively, not very many points out of tbp 10?
Great performances! In the collegiate contest, '€SD
Smorgaschordsfrom Butler County Community College in
El Dorado, Kan., finished a very respectable 1#tiorag 22
powderkeg quartets.

As | said, whatta week!
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CSD Judges Take Part in the
International Contests

e

=

DRESSED FOR FINALS: Representing the CSD on the
judging panel in Nashville, here all gussied up the
Saturday night finals, were (from leffjm Bagby of Kansas
City judging PresentationDale Comer of Lincoln in the
Singing category; former Mason City chorus directord
Favorite Son baritone Paul Wigley, now of Minneapolis,
judging Music, and Music Category Speciak&vin Keller

of St. Charles. Kevin judged the quartet contest sang with
the silver medalisAmbassadors of Harmonyin the chorus
competition.  (Photo by Joann Bagby)

COMEDY SELLS TICKETS

LET US HEP YA'!
TONE-HENGE
r/f 2 h'““-, o

OF Jm OF Keith OF Dan OF Bruce
1...FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX
2...CHEAPER THAN MAX Q
3...Take up less room than

HOT AIR BUFFOONS

4...Better looking than O.C. TIMES
(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)

2001 CSD Senior champs
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771
kschweer@kc.rr.com

Lincoln’s Dale Comer Announces

Retirement as Music Director
By Gerry Wirth, Lincoln President

Dale Comer announces his retirement as music
director of the Lincoln Continentals effective hetend
of the year. Dale has been director of the LincblE,
chorus for twenty-eight years, taking over leadiprsif
the Continentals from Lance Powell in November 1980
During Dale’'s tenure, the Continentals were CSD
Plateau AA Chorus Champions eight times and plased
high as third in the CSD Chorus competition behimel
St. Charles and the Kansas City choruses.

Dale joined the Lincoln chapter in 1976 while a law
student at the University of Nebraska. In 1978|eDa
sang bass in th€hord Motor Companyjuartet which
won the CSD Quartet Championship. Dale also sang
with Heartland which qualified to compete in the
International Quartet contest in Atlanta, GA in 899

Although Dale is retiring as director of the Linool
Continentals, he intends to remain active with tptar
activities, includingCatalyst,and continue to serve the
Society as a certified chorus singing judge andeanber
of the Lincoln Continentals. Needless to say, the
Lincoln Chapter is actively seeking a new diredtrits
chorus. Dale has been a great leader and teacher f
such a long time; the task of finding his successitr
be no small undertaking. The chorus is looking for
someone who will continue the tradition of quakitycal
production that Dale brought to the chorus.

The Continentals are determined to continue to be a
chorus of men dedicated to quality singing and yatjte
companionship. Until a permanent director is ledat
an experienced director is being sought on animter
basis (that could turn into a permanent positioiihe
chorus does not wish to change from the directiat t
Dale has charted for 28 years. If you are intexgsor
know of someone who might be interested in dirgctin
an outstanding chorus, contact chapter presidentyGe
Wirth atgw20455@alltel.net

HEARTLAND OF
HAHYICFN Y



Membership IS
MORE Than Just

Numbers
By Dean Beckman
CSD Membership

As many of you know, | live in
Vinton, lowa. Vinton is a quiet,
pleasant community of about 5,000 people that itsthe
banks of the Cedar River. | work at the Benton Gp@ourt
House which sits one block from the Cedar River.JOne 11
at 10:00 a.m. the Vinton Police Department stoodhanfirst
floor of the court house with a bull horn annougcihat all
individuals in the court house must immediatelyoernsde due
to the extremely fast rising waters of the CedareRi The
court house was closed for 5 days, we lost our 8keriff's
Office/Jail, the town’s fire Department was floodéhe city
Power Plant was lost and about 88 homes are |@sttegmely

damaged. Now that may sound bad but in comparison t

Cedar Rapids, lowa City, Palo, tornados in Parkeggbdowa
and Kansas communities .... Vinton’s loss is small!

My message is short and to the point. Barlmrsis a
caring group of men and women that reach out aiul dech
other and our communities when the need is thetaolv
many of you who have helped in the devastated camtiesi
with clean up, providing food, clothing, labor arstme
chapters are even giving concerts with the proceeilsy to
disaster relief. We are a group of folks that trdibycare about
our brothers and sisters in harmony. In my opirionpart),
this is what being a member of the BHS is all abGuir good
works allow us to reach out and be known in our omities.
Our reaching out brings us together as unified wrapthat
can continue to build stronger chapters and gr@astbhapters
can result in these good works.

While in Nashville, 1 was able to see firstarthe
involvement the BHS is having in the city of Nadlevithe
Music City) and the impact that we are currentlyihg, the
acceptance we are receiving by the Music City dredgreat
potential there is for the BHS for growth througlr tocation
in Nashville. | believe that great things lie ahead

Great things are in the future for the floodedas in lowa
and the areas that have been devastated by tornisldos
growth and positive changes will surely be the ItesDur
chapters can have that same positive growth ampeha

Thanks again to all the barbershoppers in 8B @ho do
so much in their communities in the way of chailadfving
of time, finances and talents!

Bulletin Browsing

Bulletin Browsing will return for our Nevember issu Please
continue to send your chapter bulletins to Wadet&ex 965
Larkspur Dr., Liberty MO 64068 or review and inchrs to

highlight yourevents.

R 5 T T R i B =
Sandbags try to protect Vinton's new Sheriff’'s Offce/Jail.
(Photo by Dean Beckman)

Letter of Thanks from Crossroads

Dear CSD,

We want to take this opportunity via the Serenadle t
publicly thank the entire district for their suppoof
Crossroads up to and including the week of Intéonat in
Nashville.

Needless to say, we are thrilled with otlf lace finish,
and we are so appreciative of the many kind wordseamails
from members of the CSD since Nashville. We waailsb
like to extend a very special thank you to the G&3ociation
of District Quartet Champions for surprising us hwiain
incredibly generous financial aid package to helgh vihe
expenses of International. We were truly blown yalg this
gesture and it helped tremendously.

We are sorry we missed competing in the springimeel
due to an iliness, but we plan to be competingfdlsand we
look forward to singing for you and being with ythen. We
are fired up and focused on working hard, contiguio
improve, and recording a CD in the upcoming year.

We consider it an honor to represent the CentrateSt
District, and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Warm regards,

Fred Farrell

Jim Henry

Mike Slamka

Brandon Guyton
CROSSROADS



International
Brought to You

by Harmony
Foundation
By J.P. Marshall,

Harmony Foundation

Did you make it to international in the Barbershop
Harmony Society’'s new headquarters city, Nashvithds
year? Whether you did or not, you may be intetegteknow
what programs and people made it there, due tgé¢nherous
giving of Harmony Foundation supporters.

American Harmony — The Movie

We had our first viewing of this documentary abtus
barbershop world while we were in Nashville. Ore th
morning of Wednesday, July 2, we all headed forSbmmet
Center to watch this movie on the big screens.mlvery
excited about this movie and the opportunity ithgs for
people outside of our lifestyle to get a sneak peéik what
we are all about. In conjunction with the BHS, Hife put up
the initial capital to fund the making of this meyias well as
the cost of showing it in Nashville.

Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest

There are a lot of people and groups who are stgnzdior
this contest but the HF has always played a keyirpmaking
sure that all the competitors for this contest vadske to attend
and that they had a place to compete. This yeawmners
were Ringmasters from the Society of Nordic Barbershop
Singers (SNOBS). They put on a great performanct a
showed how well our lifestyle has moved around wheld.
Continuing this year, the HF will fund a tour oflleges for
some of our top collegiate quartets.

The Marcsmen of San Marcos, Texas

The Marcsmen were our first winners of the Intdoreil
Barbershop Youth Chorus Festival at this year’s Wilider
Convention in San Antonio. The Marcsmen perfornaged
Nashville during the Harmony Foundation Showcaske T
YCF contest was sponsored in large by the HF amd it
supporters.  What a great way to showcase our young
barbershoppers and their talents.

These are just some of the programs the HF ismaing to
produce to further music and barbershop througti@vorld.
If you have any questions or would like to find aubre
information about supporting this organization,gske contact
me.

Leadership Lines
By Dan Brown
CSLT Administrator

It's been a very hectic summer
around Eastern lowa this year.
Many of us have been dodging
tornados and flooding and our
communities will take significant
time to get back to normal. | would like to extetincinks to
our CSD brethren and fellow lowa barbershoppersaioy
help, financial or otherwise, you have given to mup our
communities in their time of need.

Your chapter board should take the time to putdffieer
nominating committee together to identify officds next
year. The summer months are a good time to sowtd o
potential officers, answer their questions, andilianze them
with the workings of your chapter. Taking the ietive now
prevents the “Oh my goodness, elections are thesksvaway
and we need candidates!” syndrome and allows a more
organized approach. Keep in mind that chaptertietes
should be held prior to the Fall Convention on Ad:-12,
allowing your Secretary to get the new slate uptiaia the
Society’s eBiz system prior to October 15, 2008.

Information on the LEADERSHIP ACADEMY (new
name for COTS) venues this year is on the CSD W&eb&ur

first session will be at the University of KansasLiawrence,

KS on November 8. The second session will be fald
Southeast Technical Institute in Sioux Falls, SCNmvember

15. Price for this year is $35 per officer attengdi As before,

each chapter will be responsible for their own lodg
arrangements. A listing of hotels will be on thebsite that
will be close to the venues and will attempt toamge

favorable rates for those attending this training.

This year, more emphasis will be placed on chapter
planning with some sessions including the entir@rtho More
sessions will be joint sessions for various offscénat will
stress strategies for cooperation and sharing afess stories
instead of rote teaching. | encourage your chapieralso
send others interested in chapter service Spesgfisions and
faculty have not been finalized as yet, but keegckimg the
web site page — under the Education tab on the @&i3ite —
frequently for more information.

Chapter Training continued on page 14



Chapter Training continued from page 13

Chapter counselors are still collecting baselinpores
from chapter presidents. | have now assigned iicdals to
coordinate chapter counselors for each state tp bellect
reports, coordinate chapter visits, and coordirchigpters to
hold POD meetings this summer. | will address éafthl CC
issues in a separate email to CSD chapter presidemhe
complete CC roster and the chapters they're redpenfsr is
also located under the Education tab on the CSBiteeb

Now for some personal news. As of this writingstts
my final article for the Serenade as your CSLT Awistrator.
I've been offered an international assignment \W#stle that
will take me to Switzerland for the next 2 or 3gaSo while
I'll be gone for a short while, I will return (hofdly!) to my
current position in Waverly and be active agairhwitoth my

chapter and CSD. The “official word” takes timet bive
seen the paperwork (and all you other corporateeveaves
know of what | speak!), and | will be moving to @b
Switzerland in early September.

My replacement for CSD CSLT support will be MikeoBc
of Algona, IA. Look forward to hearing from Mikeosn
about leadership training and all the other stuffwish to
thank everyone who has helped me in doing a jaivé lfor
almost four years and | want to especially thards¢hof you
who, | hope, have been able to support your chaptigh the
help of the programs we provide.

And as always, celebrate success, learn from &iland
keep ringing those chords.

[Thanks, Dan, for your leadership. Don Fuson]

Society News from Nashville
By Greg Caetano

BHS Society Board

PDBM CSD/ILL

It was great to see so many CSD
members and their families at the
Nashville International Convention. The
theme of “Homecoming” was very
apropos. Congratulations to all of the
competitors and award recipients. CSD
is well represented in BHS history.

Part of the International convention includes
administration meetings for the Society leadersbgms and
District representatives. | will share some hights of those
meetings as more details will be sent out duriregrést of the
year.

CSD’s ownByron Myers Sr. is the chair of the society’s
membership committee. Byron and his team broughth fo
proposals for the board’s consideration on topfanulti-year
dues, lifetime dues, youth dues and senior dues pfbposals
fostered some very spirited discussions and thedBaated to
adopt one of the proposed options in each categugtact
Byron for more details and background information.

Many attendees of the convention took the oppanttoi
tour the BHS headquarters building and see rengtetih the
interactive experience being developed for the floor. The
Society Board adopted the name: “Sing! A Celebratid
Harmony” as the name of this experience. You vak some
literature being produced to promote and suppois th
enthusiastic endeavor. If you did not get to seerdmderings
of the proposed experience, contact mysedan Fuson

In a move to educate the membership about songgisun
contest particularly with regard to penalty poin®0O Ed
Watson directed the Contest and Judging Committee to come
up with some notification on the scoring summaoy iridicate

a level of penalty points were given by the judgioanel.

Hence this year’s international sheets had a faetrtbat

indicated at least five or more penalty points wekged by at
least one judge for a given song performance. Treeific

penalties are available to the competitor on thaire sheet to
help them understand why the deduction had takarepl

Due to some staff changes, the newly redesigned BHS
website was not released into public productionplasined
during the month of June. The website work is beihg done
but is taking longer as the staff is still lookifog a webmaster
to hire. Ed hopes to have this resolved fairly Klyic

The Society has a new merchandising manager for
Harmony MarketplaceJerilyn Evans started during the
month of June and hit the ground running with the
marketplace setup at the convention.

Ed Watson reported to the Society board that the& ne
computer system has reached the same functiomalitige old
“members only” website. Ed does note that the simpd
methods are not as streamlined as the staff wikedahd the
team is looking to improve those issues. The stadivailable
to assist you with any information you may needrirthe
system.

A couple of other programs are under developmerthby
staff and more information will be forthcoming: dalop
program called “Four on the Road” to help introdtloe art of
barbershop singing to young people, and also “TA&ams
for Accelerated Growth) to help our Chapters dgvetmonger
musical, administrative and financial foundatiohsok for
more information in the coming months.

Hope to see you at the CSD Fall Convention!!!! dynj
Harmony for Life!



HOW CAN | HELP??
By Don Blank,
CSD Executive VP

Everyone who sings in a
barbershop chorus wants the same
thing. They want to come to the
meeting every week, sing, enjoy the
fellowship, eat some treats and go
home humming the songs that are
rattling around in their head. That is truly bagbep heaven.

But how is all that possible? The practice sitesuct just
“get itself ready”’. The music doesn’t just magigappear.
The annual show doesn’t fall from the sky perfegiéckaged
with learning tapes, quartets lined up, ticket sa@dd the
hundred other things that need to be done, week aitek,
month after month, and year after year to keep aptehn
going. A group of men accepted the responsibibtitydo all
the other background work necessary to make a ehapt
successful. Sure, they would like to just walkaimd sing, but
they know without someone doing the non-singing jdbere
would be no singing barbershop, no chapters, navshor
anything else. So they volunteer and make it happe

Have you been asked in the last couple of yeatak® a
local job? The automatic answer is “I'm too busgf,”l just
want to sing—let someone else do that work”, or es@ther
excuse. There is no question that your excuserabaply
valid, but you've got to remember that everyone trasse
same “valid” excuses. But they realize, and yoedn® also
realize, that if someone doesn’'t accept the respitits of
being a part of the leadership and volunteer fatee chapter
will not survive. So next time you're asked, getdlved with
non-singing activities in your chapter—even if iissmall job
that doesn’t take much time. I'll bet you'll fitdat it’s fun to
do, and your chapter will be better for it.

But take it one step farther. The Central Statie§ibt just
completed a successful Spring meeting in lowa Citis no
secret that events like this don’t just happen.e Tawa City
chapter worked for months to put this event on, troge of
you that attended know they did a fantastic joblut Bhe
convention involved many other jobs than what thea City
barbershoppers accomplished. There were teamssatiie
district that worked on housing, registration, detrand
chorus activities, and the multitude of other tlsinigat need to
be done for a convention.

And on the district level away from the conventiotise
volunteer work never stops. The district board ksoyear
round to make the district run as smoothly as péssiThere
are program administrators working on every aspefct
barbershopping to help local chapters, includingnselors to
help local chapters, aid in youth programs, menfiyers
assistance, help for directors, how to market yhapter—the
list goes on and on. And all of this is done bjunteers.

The bottom line is that with the joy of singing cesna
responsibility—you’ve got to help make it happeNExt time
you're asked to take a job, do it. And better gein’t wait to
be asked. If there is an area that you think ymdchelp out,
either on the local or district level, by all meandunteer.
You'll find that the great feeling you have afternaght of
singing can be matched by the satisfaction of deifap well
that keeps barbershopping alive and well both eridbal and
district level.

How can you help?? Step up to the plate and getiad.
You'll be glad you did!

Florissant, Missouri Chapter
to Celebrate 50th Anniversary

The Florissant, MO chapter will celebrate its
50th anniversary at its annual show on April
3 -4, 2009.

We are calling upon all former members,
family, guests and chapter fans to attend.

If you are interested or if you know of other
members for us to contact, please notify:

Duaine Hechler, 314-838-5587 ,

DAHECHLER@CHARTERNET.COM




An Open Letter to the
Central States District

By John Donehower,
Linn County Metro Chapter

Greetings! My name isJohn
Donehowerand | am, alongvith Chad
Knipfer and Dean Sellers,a Musical
Co-Director of the recently revitalized Linn Counfijetro
Chapter of East Central lowa. The purpose of ti®r is
simple: we want to introduce ourselves to thoséhisn CSD
that may not know us and provide a few insighte imho we
are and what we are about. Basically, we wantax things
off with a clean slate!

Officially, the Linn County Metro Chapter, also kmo as
“The Twenty-First Century Vocals”, is located inetlCedar
Rapids area. But, in reality, we can best be destras a
regional chorus. Our membership, which is compresenost
entirely of dual members from other Eastern lowaitérs,
has been meeting, usually on Saturday afternoamsg or
twice a month for the last year. Our membershipsisis
primarily of highly motivated, but average singeasging in
age from 18 to 78 years old. While we do have nessibp
criteria, we are by no means stacking our group watuth or
ringers. We are simply aligning potential, workiet and
goals, hoping to grow in numbers, spirit, craft antture.

Unlike many new competition-based groups, we viéemnL
County Metro as an “extracurricular” activity fdre members
of other Eastern lowa Chapters and not as a “stdoe”
Chapter. The founders of the current incarnatibriian
County Metro, three of whom also serve as Muside¢d@ors
of the Dubuque, Davenport and lowa City Chapteysght to
develop an outlet for the members of our home @napivho
longed for a more challenging competition expergenit is no
secret that small chapters such as ours often hrauble
meeting all the needs of all of our members. Cmlgmall
number of singers in each of our home Chaptersserested
in participating in chorus contests each year. nEesver are
really interested in an aggressive approach to etitigm.
While most of the needs of our singers are being byeour
home Chapters, our founders felt it necessary teeldp
something new just for our “contest guys” that vami take
any time away from our “non-contest guys”. Furthee
wanted the journey to contest to be as rewardirtgeasontest
itself. We believe the fun lays in the process just the
results.

We are well aware that many competition orientealigs
such as ours often have a reputation of stealiegribmbers
of other nearby choruses. (In fact, when tiren County

Metro Chapter was originally founded in the midetips,
they had just that reputation.) To prevent that sb thing
from happening in reality, or even in perceptior fwunded
our new group with one unbreakable rule: Anyoneowh

becomes a dual member of Linn County Metro musticoa
to be active in their home chapter. Anyone whgdrout of
or whose participation declines in their home Chajg no
longer eligible to participate in Linn County MetroNo
exceptions.

Linn County Metro is an enhancement to what othea a
Chapters offer. We are nah alternative to those Chapters.

In order to fully comply with all of the rules regtng
competition and dual membership, we went to greragths to
ensure that 100% of our competing chorus was legathe
contest stage. Unfortunately, due to the contirdiéfctulties
at our International HQ in keeping membership rdsarp-to-
date and ongoing flaws in the On-line “Members Orslye,
this was a difficult task. For example, as regeat the week
before the contest, we found out that the membershone of
our singers had lapsed. The Linn County rostéedi®n the
BHS Members-Only website showed that this membes wa
current until September of thigear but the roster on
Members-Only for his home Chapter showed that he ha
lapsed late lasyear. Thanks to the diligence of our CSD
contest folks, we were informed of this problentime to fix
this situation. We are unaware of any other “situes”
involving our singers and would not protest the
disqualification of our Spring Chorus scores ifttid not turn
out to be case. The policy of Linn County Metrcs teen,
and will continue to be, to honor not only thedetbf the law,
but the spirit of the law as well.

This Spring, four of our singers competed in twifedent
choruses. In the fall, seventeen of our singand teopefully
more) will be competing in two choruses in the esht In the
years to come, we hope to have more and more singer
competing in multiple groups. We hope our “comiiati
spirit” inspires more of the guys in our home cleapto catch
the contest fever. Wouldn't that be a great thfog the
Central States District? Yes, we are “yet anotjreup” to
compete against. Yes, we do follow a different tald than
most traditional chapters. We understand that sofneur
fellow District brothers may have misgivings abeutat we
are doing. We simply ask for patience while we destrate
that our intentions and purposes are honorable.

If anyone wishes more information on Linn Countythde
(membership, policies, culture, etc.), please fie to contact
me via e-mail atonehower3@mchsi.camThanks and sing
well and often!




New ASCAP procedures

By Mark Fuerniss,
CSD Secretary

Not having heard from ASCAP
regarding the collection of ASCAP
fees for performances, the Society
Events Director,John Schneider
has set for the following policy
regarding ASCAP fees. If your have/had a chaptewsin
2008, a check made out to the Barbershop Harmonietyo
for the minimum fee of $210 should be sent to yDistrict
Secretary (along with a separateeck for the BMI/SESAC

payments.). The District Secretary will forwaree tbheck to
the Society and the Society will make sure thataiyaropriate
fee is paid to ASCAP.

Nothing has changed regarding show clearance
applications and BMI/SESAC licenses. Continuingdseg
Form 3016 “Application for Show Clearance and
BMI/SESAC License” in its entirety, (i.e. the omgil and its
four copies)and check made payable to The Barbershop
Harmony Society or SPEBSQSA to me

Questions regarding the ASCAP procedure shoulcebe s
to John Schneidejschneider@barbershop.org

PROBE Can Help
your Chapter in
Marketing and PR

By Harvey Kiser, CSD VP
for Marketing and PR

Wouldn’t it be cool to have your bulletin editor can
marketing and/or public relations officer receivePROBE
(Public Relations Officers and Bulletin Editors) arad for
his/her contribution and have it announced at tterhational
Convention of the Society? Contest awards arengioe
International Bulletin, On-Line Bulletin, and PROTPublic
Relations Officer Of The Year).

How can a chapter's newsletter editor and marketing
and/or public relations officer receive this kinfd-ecognitior?
An entrant for an award may be the chapter’s halletlitor,
marketing and/or public relations officer, any mersvho is
activelypromotinga chapter’s event, no matter the title of the
officer, and webmaster. PROBE _membershkipequired for
both the review and awards. Submissions to theeidisire
due January 1.

There are tw@®ROTYawards: -- 1) Year-long event and 2)
Single event. Single events might be promotinghapter
show or performance event, Singing Valentines evérg
Blood Drive (known asSinging for Life) a Youth In Harmony
event, etc. PROTY submissions are to include supporting
documentation with comments and/or explanation.aAasle,
men doing PR are not shrinking violets and will édiles and
records of all recent events.

Bulletin editor entries are to include the submission of
several bulletins. These are judged according pecific
criteria. Submission requirements for bulletins available at:
http://www.harmonize.com/probe/Contests/IBC.htm

What is the value of being a PROBE mentber

First, chapter bulletin editors can get ideas to inclide
their bulletins by subscribing through a Yahoo gremail:
PROBEmail-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Second bulletin editors can receive mentoring and seek
encouraging advice, one-on-one, for the long téonmprove
the quality of the chapter’s bulletin. Please ashtommittee
chairman:

Grant Carson, 1118 S. Lindsay St., Gainesville TX
76240, 214-503-7497 or e-maimgcarson@sbcglobal.net

Third, A mentoring program is available for chapters who
are considering having a website and don't haveoramy
experienced to do it. A website contest is beiogs@ered to
be held in the future.

Fourth, each bulletin and PROTY submission for an
award will receive an evaluation independent of tivbe it
was successful.

Fifth, quarterly PROBE bulletindROBEmoterare sent
to members via email containing helpful ideas ariormation
about marketing, public relations, websites andekink.

Sixth, receive a bulletin editor or a PROTY award.

What is the membership cost and where is the menber
application forn® Annual dues are $10 per person, and are
reimbursable as a legitimate chapter expense. The
membership is an individual membership, not a drapt
membership. For a copy of the membership applieago to:
http://www.harmonize.com/probe/membership.h@opy the
form, fill it out and send the check and applicatio Dick
Girvin, 34888 Lyn Avenue, Hemet, CA, 92545 Questions?
ContactDavid Haase PROBE Membership VP at 563-391-
6426 or aguartetmandh@yahoo.com




Need That Barbershop Fix
By Ryan Smith

Editor's note: Ryan Smith is the son of barbershoppr
Sean Smith, member of the Linn County Metro chapter
Ryan experienced the joy of barbershop at our sprig
convention and decided to make it the subject of th
Rhetoric class final paper at the University of lova. | think
his reflections in the paper speak volumes about ouove
for barbershop. | think you will agree after reading the
paper. Due to space limitations portions of the gaer has
been edited.

It was a drizzly day as | boarded the bus headowntown.
Through my numerous experiences taking this exgct tan
describe the ride with great detail. First, thereravthe
windshield wipers keeping steady time as the pagsen
shook the droplets from their tambourine umbrell@ken
came the irregular squeaking of shoes against aflaet,
most readily identified as a violin in the handsaaf amateur,
and finally, for emphasis, the cymbal splash ashilre drove
through a puddle ensuring that even the pedestniaasby
could not ignore our hodge-podge symphony.

Yet, on this particular day | hadn't noticed anytloése
things. Instead, my ears were filled with four madarts
singing a cappella "My Wild Irish Rose, the sweetsny't
that grows / You may search evrywhere, but none ca
compare with my Wild Irish Rose." These male voiaes the
essence of the barbershop style of music, andyties lare
from one of the barbershop "polecats” entitled "Wyd Irish
Rose" (Olcott).

The polecats are 12 songs in the repertoire of yever
barbershop singer. The name arises from the Bdtbler Cat
program (think "cool cats down by the barber poldiat
preached that one couldn't be a "cool cat" untd omastered
each of the 12 songs (Smith). These polecats haea bo
ingrained in today's barbershopper that on a recgnto Walt
Disney World's Magic Kingdom my father was ablgdio the
Dapper Dans, Disney's professional barbershop ejuart
featuring world champion barbershoppers, for a @fathe-
cuff songs without any hesitation. With these mea%oin
mind, | prepared myself on the bus knowing that whe
reached my destination, the Central States Dis®igting
Convention and Contest, | would be hearing coustles
renditions of "My Wild Irish Rose" and "Heart of Myeart"
coming from men who had never met and who sharédnyp
in common except a love for barbershop music.

For me, however, the Society was nothing more than
overseer for the Spring Convention. The first evehtthe
contest was to be the quartet semi-finals in Enhglaeatre
beginning Friday night at seven, but | had madasta arrive
early to the Sheraton, the official hotel, and &adh to the
theater from there. Stepping into the lobby wasiaeventful
venture. The ears that | had so fully prepped fooring men
were met, instead, with the low hum of conversatoming
from the various bunches of men and their wivesughout

the room that was only to be broken by the occadibearty
laugh or drop of a suitcase. Remembering my plansidet
with my father, | wandered into the restauranaw sny father
at the bar and walked up to join him. As | took sBat |
looked down the bar noticing the water glassemgiin front
of each man. The bartender seemed distant; thisnaakhis
typical Friday happy hour, and he knew his tips \qarove
it. While sipping from my own glass of water | wable to
catch bits of the conversations swirling around me.

"Yup, the youngest, Jenny, is gettin' married ity.Ju"Only

four more years until retirement. Can you believ@" i
"Whatever happened to that old quartet of yoursfy Jire
was one hell of a bass."

These men at the bar, men with laminated name badge
identifying them from lowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Isas, and
Michigan, cared for one another and shared theésliwith
each other as well as their songs.

John Hayden, a former district champion and avid
barbershopper, echoes these sentiments. When ablatdhas
kept him returning to barbershop for over twentyargehe
quickly replies "the tight harmony and the camarigdeThen

he pauses looking around the room full of fellow
barbershoppers and continues "When you sing wghyayou
know him, and ten years later...you know him."

Sadly, one of the finest displays of the brothechad
barbershop was the result of tragedy. In Augustl@®7,
barely two years removed from winning a gold meatathe
international contest with his quartet Marquis,desshopper
Randy Chisolm died suddenly after a seemingly moada
scratch became infected. He was in his mid-for@#l. in his
prime, this was a huge shock to Marquis's fansaabtbw to
barbershoppers everywhere.

My father had known Randy on what, by most accqunts
would be called a casual basis. Randy had coaclyddther's
chorus a few times and sung with him once or twicel995,
before winning gold, Marquis had come to Cedar Bsifor a
show. My father was given the task of picking themfrom
the airport, showing them to the theater for soadneck, and
ensuring that they were taken care of during theekend
stay. Undoubtedly, the men of Marquis had come szcro
innumerable helpers such as my father during thairs
across the country.

Two years later, just a few months before Randy's
untimely death, the international convention wadd hia
Indianapolis. Through the crowds of people my fathad
noticed Randy across the street, but acceptingr thei
relationship as business for Randy, did not flag fiown.
Much to his surprise, he heard his name yelled fagnoss the
street. Randy had noticed him and came runningsadhe
street with a big smile on his face. He greetedfattyer with a
great hug and wanted to hear how everything had beag
since they had last spoken.

Barbershop fix continued on page xxx
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Randy's wake was held near Dayton, Ohio less than t

weeks later. The drive was more than eight houus, nyy
father was determined to make it. Upon arrivinghatfuneral
home my father had to follow the line of mournerg the
door and around the block to find the line's end. whited
nearly four hours to say his goodbye exchangingestawith
the barbershoppers from across the country that rhed
Randy and telling stories to those that never hadthance.

More than a decade has gone by, and my fathergstit
choked up when speaking of that experience. Thetiemo
most strongly takes him when he recounts a certemory
from his trip. His voice quivers as he says "l pdlinto the
parking lot far away from the funeral home. As t gat of my
car | noticed Paul Gilman, another member of Magacross
the lot. He walked straight up to me and fell inte, crying in
my arms. | had felt | was on the outside of it atid he pulled
me straight into the middle." Such is the life of
barbershopper.

As important as the fraternity of barbershop isatvirst
inspired all barbershoppers was the music, and 4 oast
headlong into it later that Friday night. Of the @Bartets
participating in Friday night semi-finals ten wowddvance to
the finals on Saturday. The quartets knew theincks when
the stepped on stage, resulting in the top quactetsting by
while those fighting for the last qualifying spatger-reached
themselves. The night had few exciting moments, buvas
assured that Saturday would bring many more.

The competition began Saturday morning at 10:30 thie
chorus contest. The spring convention hosts thdl simarus
competition, and the choruses ranged from the peds to
about forty men in size. The chorus competition leygxd
more choreography than the typical quartet woukl asd the
choreography, when poorly done, can be quite distrg. The
added men of the chorus resulted in a lost blendllothe
voices, also very distracting. Again, high pointsrevhard to
find. However, my father's chorus, Twenty-First @€en
Vocals, had provided a few and managed to win septece
for their efforts.

Still, the allure of barbershop had yet to solidifself in
me, that is, until the quartet finals. Many quartsaing the
polecats. They sang them strong and fierce, anlkebshop
began to tighten its hold on me. One quartet flilyainger
singers ventured away from these classics optisteaa to
perform songs in a doo-wop type style. Their musas
entertaining, but it was missing a certain someghirat all of
the other quartets had. That something was a maijoof
seventh chord, a chord built by taking a three-notgjor
chord and adding a seventh above the root. Thobevrevsed
in music theory will understand this; the rest efaan only
hear it. But it is a chord so easily recognizabid distinctly
barbershop that it has come to be known as theébé&bsinop
seventh" (Henry). It is the chord that turns a nsamging
Journey in his car into a barbershopper.

| was baptized into this obsessive chord seardr thiat
evening as High Definition, the eventual Centrabt&X
District winners, took the stage. Where these choehlly
come to life is during the tag or end of the sdpgring their
first tag High Definition's bass, Adam Veteto, sigp the
front, spreads his feet into a wide, sturdy staaoel throws
his head back belting a note as loud as he cae.offfer three
voices then join in doing the same until the whiaem is
ringing. The barbershop seventh rings off of thiingg off of
the back walls, and off the bald head seated mt fobme.

The four singers hold on for dear life until thent sing
anymore, and just like that it is done. As suredytlae well
sung "Ave Maria" moves one to tears, a ringing bestop
seventh sends chills down even the most skepticgioes.

John Hayden calls the above phenomenon the "lodk an

ring." | told my father that | planned to use tplgase in my
paper on barbershop. He replied, "If you don'ty gussed the
whole point." For all barbershoppers, the fascoratbegins
and ends with a simple, yet hard to produce, ripginord. It
is just like golf. One spends hours whacking at il from

the rough or down in a bunker waiting for the omeet that
they connect perfectly and the ball lands just whierwas
intended. For the golfer and the barbershopper aiia

time is worth all of the effort.

A few weeks have passed since the convention, dind |
myself drawn to barbershop music. A nagging haptdrgo
me, and it grows stronger at the end of a long weakowed
myself to be vulnerable when | created a "Barbgrsiptaylist
on my iPod and am admitting defenselessness naw thast
listen to it. | figure my best chance at savingefaenong my

roommates is to shut myself in my room and turn the

barbershop on while | clean and fold laundry. Thaye never
ventured to join me for this time before, and | ested to hide
my addiction this way.

Initially, I thought that | was embarrassed by leashop
music, a feeling legitimized by the Harvard Dictoyn of
Music's description of barbershop as "banal" ancraveet”
(gtd. in Snyder 20). Yet, | came to realize, bagyatan be a
valuable commodity. Familiarity and predictabilaye always
comforting. Furthermore, oversweet may be too swagt it
can be forgiven because it is sweet at all. Angpide my
most vehement denial, sometimes a little sweetastéy what
| need. | realized that | wasn’'t embarrassed bydrshop; |
just felt no need to boast about it. Sadly, in ngp-driven
world, the two had come to feel almost the same.

The spring convention ended, as all barbershoptedm
with a song. All of the men stood together to dimg Society's
motto, a song that if you read it once won't be ewrbered
much past the next day's lunch. But, and | welcaaie
challengers, hear it once and you will never foiget'Keep
the whole world singing all day long. / Watch goddwome
awinging on a song. / Smile the while you are siggiCarry
your part. / Keep a melody ringing in your heaBikjema).



District and Society Calendar

Chapter Secretaries: Forwardfaltke (5) copies of Form 301§Show Clearance and BMI License) along with thaptlr check made out to the Barbershop Harmony

Society to Mark Fuerniss to request a show date.

2008/2009 Chapter Shows

Sept. 20 Leavenworth, KS, Nettie Hartnett School(2 shows)
October 4 Olathe, KS, Bell Center.

October 4 Mitchell, SD, Corn Palace.

Nov 8 -Elkader IA, Elkader Opera House(2 shows)
November 22 Winner, SD, Westside Elementary School
November 30 Beatrice, NE Hevelone Center

December 6 Kansas City, MO, Unity Village, (2 shows)
December 12 - 14 St. Charles, MO Touhill Theater (5 shows)
December 13 St. Louis #1, Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO.
December 20 Florissant, MO, Florissant Civic Center (2 shows)
March 7 -St. Louis Suburban St. Ann’s Community Center.
March 27-28 Fremont, NE, Fremont High School

April 25 - Des Moines IA Hoyt Sherman Place

May 2 -Topeka, KS Fairlawn Church of Nazarene (2 shows)

Society Events
January 25 — February 1, 2009 Mid-Winter Convention
Pasadena, CA
June 29 — July 4, 2009 — International Conventiordnaheim, CA

Society for the Preservation and Encouragement
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America
Barbershop Harmony Society

Central States District — Kansas City Chapter
816 West 12% Street

Kansas City, MO 64145

Reserve these CSD Dates

2008 - October 10-12 — CSD Fall
Convention, CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

November 8 — COTS - Lawrence, KS

November 15 — COTS - Sioux Falls,

SD

Future CSD Convention Dates

(=

Year Spring Fall

2009 April 24-26 Oct 9-11
2010 April 16-18 Oct 8-10
2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14

For more potential dates and events visit www.edstimtesdistrict.com and

click on the “calendar” section

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed
approximately November 15.
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