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CSD Fall Convention returns to Cedar Rapids – Oct 10-11 
See details beginning on Page 4 

 
 

CSD has Banner Week in Nashville! 
 

Ambassadors of Harmony, Crossroads bring home silver 
 

Jim Bagby, David Wright, Gas House Gang honored by Society 
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Ambassadors of Harmony bring home the silver with “Get Me to the Church on Time”. 

(Photo courtesy of Loren May) International convention coverage starts on page 5. 
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 Year Spring  Fall 

2009 April 24-26 Oct 9-11 
2010 April 16-18 Oct 8-10 
2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 
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The Membership 
Olympics Begin 
Right NOW at 

Home 
By Don Fuson 
CSD President 

 
 Once every four years the news, TV and 
ads all reflect the Olympics.  It is a spectacle of 
global proportions, quite literally played out for 
many folks around the world to see, 
 Not everyone that is watching is a 
sportscaster.  But everyone participates through 
the performances that we see. 
 We are so lucky.  We, as members of our 
local chapters, as members of CSD and members 
of our International Society, are “the players” in 
our own sport of performing for our public.  
There are many in our audiences that cannot do 
what we do. 
 There are, however, more in that same 
audience that have many of our skills.  There are 
singers who could come and learn with us and 
then expand our performances into new homes 
and communities in each of our cities and 
counties. 
 We have to grab the opportunity to reach 
out, perform and earn a medal. 
 We have our own support systems and 
probably would not be active with our local 
chapters without that understanding.  But we 
are the lucky ones. 
 Some of our friends in each chapter may 
lose the desire to come and work on developing 
new singing skills.  Some of our friends may not 
be able to express their own expectations and 
find themselves “outside” the flow and culture of 
the chapter and the local members. 
 The members among us that will work on 
their individual skills in order to help the team 
meet the local team/chapter goals are our true 
medalists in this race. 
 But HOW do we prepare for our next 
race?  Do we know how we are doing in our 
current races?  What new skills are we learning 
with new approaches that include more of our 

members toward our common goals?  HOW are 
we looking outside our current routines to share 
our skills with others that will be new members? 
 Most of our chapters have lost some 
active members in 2008.   
 The question is “have each of us done our 
best to continue to plan for interesting programs, 
rehearsals, support and general involvement that 
continue to make each weekly meeting fun, 
entertaining and a learning opportunity . . . all at 
the same time”?   It is “compelling”? 
 Do I understand my own role at the local 
chapter level?  What can I do to help the overall 
goals and planning for my own chapter and help 
retain other members, gain new members and 
improve our performance abilities? 
 Our common goals must build on the 
resources of our Society, our combined support 
across our district, but most importantly, utilize 
each local member to plan, execute and grow for 
the benefit of our chapters. 
 2009 will become “The Year of the 
Chapter” throughout the Society.  A 
forthcoming issue of the Harmonizer will focus 
on the successes of small/medium size chapters 
that will present many good ideas that we “can 
borrow”. 
 But now, in 2008, is the time for each 
member, each chapter officer and the 
membership of each chapter to review local goals 
and work to reach them. 
 It is not a good plan to say “I’ll prepare 
for the next Olympics but wait for four years to 
‘kick it in’ and get busy”. 
 My bet is that you agree. 
 
 I’ve got a gold medal moment (to borrow 
Jim Henry’s phrase) to share with you. 
 I also want to share it with some of the 
local singers that I have not seen for a while. 
 I also want to give it away to new friends 
who will become members and revel and cheer in 
their first performance with my local chorus. 
 We are so lucky to have this passion as 
one of the joys in our lives. 
 Let’s prepare for our own personal 
Olympics right now, and reach for our goals. 
 We have the opportunity to share more 
medals with those new members waiting for us. 
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Sail on in to Cedar Rapids 
for the best CSD Contest Yet 

by Tom Zuber, Host Convention Chair. 
 

Yes, Friday June 13th was a bad day for Cedar Rapids 
and the surrounding area as the flood of all floods 
washed through the area.  On that day even boats had a 
hard time navigating the rapidly rushing flood waters.  
Today, however, your boat will need wheels on it to get 
around. 

The Cedar Rapids area is drying out and rebuilding at 
a rapid pace.  Today August 2nd, Smulekoff’s Furniture 
store, which stands on the very bank of the mighty 
Cedar River, opened its upper floors to customers once 
again while the lower two floors damaged by the flooding 
are being repaired and are expected to open soon. 

The Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, convention 
headquarters, did not 
suffer any direct 
damage due to the 
flooding but its 
electricity and steam 
were shut off and just 
turned back on July 
24th.  These services 

had been turned off to the whole downtown area to 
prevent serious injuries to people coming in contact with 
live wires.  They started booking rooms once again on 
Saturday, July 23. 

While the Crowne was closed they sped up their $5 
million renovation plan and, with the aid of portable 
generators, were able to do more remodeling than had 
previously been expected. All new furniture is expected 
in mid September. When October 10th comes, you will 
see a completely finished, remodeled hotel on the inside 
waiting for you and no boats will be docked at the front 
door.  

The US Cellular Center will become our contest site as 
the grand Paramount Theater, where the contest was to 
be held, was severely damaged in the flooding.  No 
projected repair date has been set or hardly talked 
about.  It is sad to see such a grand old theater so 
destroyed, but the US Cellular Center will provide us 
with a nice facility.  You may remember that in 2003, 
when the contest was held here in Cedar Rapids, it was 
held in the US Cellular Center because the Paramount 
was going through a $7-million renovation.  We were 
anxious to show CSD this grand old lady in her grandeur 
best at this contest but such is not the case. 

As you might remember, the US Cellular Center is 
very convenient for the contest because it is on the 
ground floor of the Crowne Plaza so the contest will in 
essence be in one building with the hotel and convention 
center.  You won’t even be able to smell the chocolaty 
smell of Captain Crunch being made at Quaker Oats 
which is directly behind the Crowne unless you go out on 
purpose. Being on the street level, the Cell Center did 

sustain some minor flood damage but that has long been 
repaired and things are back to normal.  

Many new restaurants have opened in downtown 
Cedar Rapids since the 2003 convention and most of 
them suffered flood damage and are closed at present.  
Several have stated they plan to be open by October.  In 
the event of a shortage of restaurants, we have been in 
contact with the Crowne and they have offered to 

provide some additional dining facilities 
within the hotel to alleviate the restaurant 
shortage.  Under consideration is a 
smorgasbord dining area and/or a 
sandwich shop dining area as well as the 
possibility of a large sit-down dinner for 
Saturday night in the Crowne’s ballroom.  

The Crowne’s Top of the Five Restaurant on the 19th 
floor is open as well as 3 or 4 other restaurants in the 
downtown area.  We will monitor this closely and have 
eating facilities available so you won’t go hungry.  Those 
of you who will be staying at the outlying hotels (Marriott 
or Clarion) will have no problems dining as there are 
many, many eating establishments within walking 
distance.  The restaurants around these two outlying 
hotels are only a 10 or 15 minute drive from the 
Convention Headquarters if you would choose to drive.  
There should not be any problems eating during contest, 
besides who has time to eat? 

Since we were given the go-ahead to have the 
contest, we have covered a lot of ground and much 
more has to be done, but we can assure you that your 
October 10th weekend in Cedar Rapids will be fun and 
enjoyable…..we will make that our job! 

Three blocks on First Avenue 
from the Crowne Plaza is the 
Carl & Mary Koehler History 
Center.  Two blocks away on 
Third Avenue is the Cedar 
Rapids Museum of Art with its 
extensive collection of Grant 
Wood paintings (the area’s native son).  Also within 
walking distance are the Iowa Masonic Library & 
Museum and the Grant Wood Gallery. You will also find 
other interesting points of interest in Cedar Rapids such 
as Brucemore, A National Trust Historic Site, Duffy’s 
Collectible Cars, Cedar Rapids RoughRiders 
Professional Hockey Club, Indian Creek Nature Center 
and many more attractions for your enjoyment.  So come 
early to Contest 2008 and leave late so you can take in 
all the sights that Cedar Rapids has to offer. 

Combine all of these venues with some of the best 
Barbershop singing and contests in the world and this is 
an event you won’t want to miss.  So mark your 
calendars now for October 10-12, 2008, to spend 
another wonderful weekend in beautiful downtown Cedar 
Rapids.  You enjoyed your visits before and we enjoyed 
having you.  If you have not been to Cedar Rapids 
before, please accept our invitation to visit us this 
October…so sail on in, Cedar Rapids is waiting for 
you…..but leave your boats and hip waders at home!  
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Historic flood wreaks havoc; 
CSD will return to Cedar Rapids 

By David Haase, Serenade Editor 

 
Rescue workers go down Third Avenue in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, looking for stranded people. These boats were just a 
few blocks away from the Paramount Theatre, the 
(former) contest venue. (Photo by Rob Alfrey) 
 

Does Mother Nature have a grudge with the Central States 
District this spring? Let’s recap what she has done so 
far…tornadoes rip through every state in the district, the worst 
being in Manhattan, KS and Parkersburg, IA; an earthquake 
shakes Iowa City during the CSD Spring Convention, and last 
but not least…the historic floods in Iowa and Missouri. 

Central and Eastern Iowa had a very wet late-April and 
May causing the ground to be saturated. In June, the torrential 
rains had nowhere to go except to the creeks and rivers. 
Towns along the Cedar River like Waterloo, Cedar Falls, and 
Cedar Rapids soon saw their rivers rise dramatically.  

The Cedar River at Cedar Rapids crested on June 13 at 
31.1 feet, 19.1 feet over flood stage. Approximately 400 city 
blocks, including all of downtown Cedar Rapids, from the 
river to 8th Street, was under water. The contest venue, The 
Paramount Theatre, was under more than 8 feet of water. 

Towns along the Iowa and Des Moines Rivers had their 
problems too. Upstream from Iowa City on the Iowa River the 
Corp of Engineers worked frantically to try to release water 
from the Coralville Reservoir before it overflowed. They 
couldn’t keep up with the amount of water coming in causing 
the reservoir to overflow, flooding Coralville and Iowa City. 
Eventually, the flood waters from Iowa made their way to the 
Mississippi and downstream to Missouri. 

The Central States District board and convention team 
knew of the flooding in Cedar Rapids and went to work 
looking for answers on what to do next. We now have 
announced that we will return to Cedar Rapids but are having 
to move to the US Cellular Center as our new venue. 

The local “on the street” reports indicate that the 
renovations and refurbishments of office space, restaurants 
and hotels (where impacted) are well underway.  Our 
convention hotels are open and waiting for our arrival.  Final 
planning on which rooms to hold warm-ups and meetings will 
be completed in the coming months. 

So, plan to JOIN US in CEDAR RAPIDS for a great 
convention!  Bring your quartets, choruses and friends to share 
in our wonderful singing! 

 

Ladies’ Breakfast and Tour at the Cedar 
Rapids Museum of Art 

 
This year's Ladies’ Breakfast will be held at the Cedar 

Rapids Museum of Art, second floor auditorium.  The brunch 
will be from 8:00 to 10:00 on Saturday morning and will 
include: 

 
Gourmet Brunch 
 
Ham and Cheese Strata 
French Toast Strata with Apple Cider Syrup 
Hash Brown Casserole; Kielbasa Sausage 
Assorted Pastries; Fresh Cut Fruit 
Assorted Fruit Juices; Gourmet Coffees 
 
After the brunch you will be able to tour the Cedar Rapids 

Museum of Art.  Exhibits include the world’s largest 
collection of Grant Wood paintings and the ESPY Collection, 
a series that portrays American sport icons, by Rick Chapman.  
For additional information on the museum feel free to visit 
www.crma.org.  Your brunch passes will allow you access the 
museum at any time during the day if you wish to return. 

 
The cost of the Ladies’ Breakfast and Museum tour is $20 

per person. 
 
We will meet in the main 

lobby of the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
at 7:30 and start the two block 
walk along the Cedar Rapids 
walking Cedar River Trail to the 
museum.  Free transportation by 
the hotel can be arranged in 
advance for those in need by 
contacting John Harris at 
jharrisp@juno.com or 319-851-
2315. 
 

Ladies Breakfast Form 
 
Name____________________________________ 
Email Address_____________________________ 
Phone Number_____________________________ 
Number In Party___________________________ 
 
Cost ($20 X Number in Party) 
Total amount of included check $_____________ 
 
Make checks payable to Harmony Hawks and 
write “Breakfast” on memo line.  
 
Mail To: John Harris, 112 Stephen St.    
 Palo, Iowa 52324 to arrive by Oct 3 
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Nashville…a week to be proud!!! 
By David Haase 

Wow, what a convention!!! The Central States District had 
a great week during the international convention in Nashville, 
TN.  Congratulation to the Ambassadors of Harmony for 
another spectacular performance with their set of “Love 
Walked In” and “Get Me to the Church on Time/ This Joint Is 
Jumping” medley, bringing home a silver medal. The 164-man 
chorus was a whisker away from bringing home the gold, just 
seven points behind another spectacular chorus, the Masters 
of Harmony. 
 

The Ambassadors of Harmony wow the audience with 
“Get Me to the Church on Time.” (Photo by Loren May) 
 

Overall, it was a great chorus contest. Kansas City’s 
Heart of America Chorus placed a respectable 19th place 
with their “When Day is Done” and “You Make Me Feel So 
Young”. 
 

The Heart of America Chorus under the direction of David 
Krause.  (Photo by Loren May) 
 

Congratulations go out to all of our CSD quartet 
representatives. Crossroads, a quartet comprised of four gold 
medalists, brought home the silver medal in a very strong field 
of quartets.  In my book I had them as the champions, but 

what do the judges know?? Crossroads has to be the 
frontrunner for next year’s international along with Old 
School, State Line Grocery, and Redline. 
 

 
Crossroads placed second in the international quartet 
contest held in Nashville.  (Photo by Loren May) 
 

The other CSD quartets, 3 Men and A Melody and High 
Definition also did quite well. They placed 12th and 13th 
respectively, just points away from making the Top Ten. 
 

 
High Definition placed 13th in the international quartet 
contest, only points away from making the Top Ten.  
(Photo by Loren May) 
 
Great week continued on page 6
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Great week continued from page 5   
 

 
3 Men and a Melody placed 12th at the international 
quartet contest in Nashville.  (Photo by Loren May) 
 

CSD also had great representation in the international 
collegiate quartet contest. The Smorgaschords, the foursome 
from Butler County Community College in El Dorado, KS, 
placed 17th out of 22 quartets. This had to be the best 
collegiate contest from top to bottom. If these fine gentlemen 
stick with barbershop for life, the Society’s future looks 
awfully bright. 
 

 
The Smorgaschords, from Butler County Community 
College in El Dorado, KS, belts out a chord in the 
international college quartet contest. (Photo by Loren 
May) 

 
The CSD love fest doesn’t end there. The Barbershop 

Harmony Society honored Jim Bagby with the Joe Liles 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his contributions in 
directing, judging, quartet promotion, and music education.  
 

Jim Bagby, recipient of the Joe Liles Lifetime Achievement 
Award, gives his thanks for the great honor.  (Photo by 
Don Fuson) 
Great week continued on page 8 
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Great week continued from page 7 
 

The Society wasn’t finished handing out honors to CSD. 
The BHS also inducted David Wright  and The Gas House 
Gang into its Hall of Fame. 

 
David Wright was honored for his contribution to the 

Society as judge, arranger, and for his tireless efforts as a BHS 
Historian.  
 

 
BHS Hall of Fame inductee David Wright gives his thanks 
as former BHS President Drayton Justus looks on. Photo 
by Loren May. 
 

The Society honored probably the most loved quartet of all 
time, The Gas House Gang.  “The Gang” was recognized for 
their singing and camaraderie, contributions to music 
education, and being great ambassadors around the world for 
the Society. All members of The Gas House Gang were 
present for the honor along  with  Rob  Henry’s  widow,  Sue 
 

The Gas House Gang was inducted in the BHS Hall of 
Fame. Pictured from left to right: Jim Henry, Joe Fink 
(original tenor), Sue Henry, Rich Knight and Kip Buckner.  
(Photo by Loren May) 

 
Henry. The Gas house Gang retired in 2004, a year after Rob 
Henry’s death to cancer. 
 

Also during the international convention, PROBE 
(Association of Public Relations Officers and Bulletin 
Editors) announced the winners of their international bulletin 
and public relations contests. The Central States District was 
well represented in the bulletin contests and came away with 
high honors. 

 
Todd Anderson (pictured left), 

Kansas City’s editor of the 
Harmonotes, took first place in the 
International Bulletin Contest (IBC) 
while Robert Uy (pictured below 
left), Des Moines’ editor of the 
Harmony Overtones, took second 
place. In all, there were 22 entries for 
the IBC. Todd placed second last 
year in the IBC while this is Robert’s 
first time at the international level. 

 
 

 
In the International Online Bulletin Contest Karen 

Nannniga (above right), editor of the Manhattan, KS InCider 
Press came in second out of eight entries. 

 
Congratulations to all CSD winners!!! 

 

 
PROBE President Lowell Shank (center) presents the First 
and Second Place plaques for the IBC. Accepting the 
awards for Todd Anderson and Robert Uy are Harvey 
Kiser (left), CSD PR and Marketing VP, and Don Fuson 
(right), CSD President.  (Photo by David Haase) 



�������������������������������������� ����������	���������������������������������������� ����������
����� ������������������������������������������
  

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
 

News from PROBE: 
Changes made in 
Bulletin contests 
By David Haase 
PROBE Membership VP 
Category Judge 

 
PROBE (Association of Public Relations Officers and 

Bulletin Editors) had its annual meeting at the international 
convention in Nashville and a few changes were made 
concerning the bulletin contests.  

 
For the last five years, there have been two bulletin 

contests, the International Bulletin Contest (hardcopy) and the 
International Online Bulletin Contest, now known as the 
Electronic Bulletin Contest. In the past, editors could enter in 
both contests. Starting with 2008, an editor has to make a 
choice in which contest they are competing. 

 
The second change is that the Electronic Bulletin Contest 

will now be judged at the district level. So instead of waiting 
until April to submit your entries you now must have your 
entries in by January 1, 2009, to Randy Fischer. There will be 
a reminder in the November issue of the Serenade about this 
with complete instructions on how to enter the contests. 

 
The third change is that only the district winners will 

advance to the international contests. However, if there aren’t 
16 entries in either contest, the highest scoring non-winners 
from the district level will fill the remaining openings. The 
reason for this is twofold:  1) There is a lot of work involved 
when you have around 25 entries each year in the International 
Bulletin Contest. 2) there is a general lack of qualified judges 
to volunteer their time. 

 
Being a district or a chapter bulletin editor is a labor of 

love, so is being a PROBE contest judge. If you are a veteran 
bulletin editor and wish to contribute your talents by being a 
judge, contact John Elving, PROBE Bulletin Editor VP, at 

leaderman@earthlink.net. By being a judge your expertise can 
help other bulletin editors make changes and improve their 
bulletins. That is what the PROBE contests is all about; not 
seeing who has the best bulletin, but giving suggestions on 
how the editor can improve communications within the 
chapter. I, as a judge, give all editors comments on their 
entries and how they can improve their electronic bulletin in 
the Accessibility and Functionality category. I always 
welcome responses back if they have questions. 

 
As for the PROTY (Public Relations Officer of The 

Year), there has been no rule changes made in either division. 
I will also have a reminder about the PROTY contests in the 
November issue of the Serenade. 

 
One final word, I want to congratulate all the CSD winners 

of the PROBE international contests for the 2007 year. I was 
beaming with pride when I saw that Todd Anderson, Robert 
Uy and Karen Nanninga came away with top honors.  CSD 
is very fortunate to have talented editors. For those editors 
who are starting out, ask for their help or from any 
neighboring chapter editor. They’ll be glad to help you out 
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Earlier this year, I surveyed the CSD chapter presidents to 
find out if there was interest in having a chapter bulletin 
editors class at his year’s COTS. I received 16 responses back 
with 11 showing interest in sending their bulletin editors to 
COTS.  

 
I have been in contact with Don Fuson, CSD President, 

and Dan Brown, CSLT Administrator, and they informed 
me that a COTS class will available in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, on November 15. This will be the only class 
available during this year’s COTS so mark your calendars 
now. 

 
John Elving, PROBE Bulletin Editor VP and editor of 

the Mount Rushmore chapter bulletin, Voice of Democracy, 
will be the COTS instructor for this class. John was just 
awarded top honors in the International Online Bulletin 
Contest for 2007. John publishes in both the hardcopy and 
electronic versions so he can answer any questions you have. 

 
I have a couple of suggestions for the bulletin editors 

attending this class: 1) Contact John Elving at 
leaderman@earthlink.net and let him know what topics you 
want covered. Are you new and want to learn the basics? Are 
you looking for new ideas on how to improve your bulletin? 
Let John know what you want covered.  2) If you have a 
laptop computer bring it along with copies of working files 
from your previous issues. If you don’t, bring printed copies 
so John can take a look at them.   

 
Related article on officer training on page 12-13 
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Stern, Phillips 
Earn Emeritus 
Award 
 
By Jim Bagby,  
CSD C&J Administrator  
  
           

 As you'll note immediately in 
this issue, it was a banner week for the Central States District 
in Nashville.  And the Contest and Judging community made 
news, too, headed by the annual announcement of the Judge 
Emeritus recognition. 

 
Two of CSD's most distinguished former judges were 

added to the list announced by the Society Contest and 
Judging Committee:  Joe Stern of Kansas City, who can be 
credited with starting the judging system, and Mason City's 
Ron Phillips, who served many years as a Sound Category 
judge, including a term as Category Specialist. The awards 
will be presented at the fall convention in Cedar Rapids.   

 
This is a singular accomplishment for CSD; only six 

emeritus status awards were granted in Nashville.  The other 
honorees are the late Tom Schlinkert, Dixie District; Mel 
Knight, Evergreen; Don Gray, Johnny Appleseed, and Lou 
Benedict, Far Western -- heroes all! 

 
Remember it was only last year that we had three emeritus 

honorees:  Lance Heilmann, Alan Ives and the late Oz 
Newgard. 

 
Among items I think should be of interest to most of you 

from our two days of C&J meetings in Nashville, here are 
some highlights: 

 
-  From now on, Collegiate contestants will use the regular 

CJ-20 entry method, instead of going through the Society 
headquarters music staff.  They will have to form a quartet 
ahead of time and then their paperwork will go directly to the 
C&J vice president/administrator in each district,  making 
them more like the "big boys."   AND their entry deadline will 
be 21 days prior to the contest -- the same as all our other 
contestants, rather than having them meander in just a week or 
so before the contest.    

   So if you are working with a collegiate foursome, or 
know of one, remind them this change is effective NEXT 
SPRING, and help them get on the ball. 

 
-  We will propose to the CSD board a change in the 

waiver system for quartets seeking to compete out of district.   
The number of foursomes going across district lines has 
increased considerably in recent years; FWD has one quartet 
that has not made a prelim in its home district for five years.   
The rules now say any quartet can ask to compete in another 

district for exceptional reason(s), and the request must be 
approved by its home district president and C&J officer, as 
well as the president and C&J veep in the visiting district.   
Because we're all good guys, those requests are seldom 
refused.    

 
But to keep the crossovers more manageable, and to lessen 

the chances of all the quartets showing up in the prelims on 
the last two weekends of the prelims season, the proposal is 
that no quartet can request a waiver more than once in three 
years.   Exceptions can be made in the case of dire health or 
other emergency reasons. 

 
-  As you've seen with a certain Rocky Mountain District 

quartet whose unfortunate case was published in the 
Harmonizer, the Society is cracking down on groups who 
take lightly the submission of cleared songs on their CJ-20.    
So if you change your mind about a song after you have 
completed your entry form, bring a copy of the new song to 
the contest site, with the supporting paperwork to show the 
Contest Administrator that the song has been cleared (you 
have the permission of the arranger to sing it).   Enough said.  
(Or if you still have questions on this point, contact me:  
jbagby3@kc.rr.com) 

 
- The Society’s Contest and Judging Committee (SCJC) 

will recommend removal of all dual membership rules relating 
to competing with more than one chorus at the district and 
international level.   Committee Chairman Dwain Chambers 
says the SCJC just has found no evidence of "chorus 
stacking," and virtually all waivers sought for Nashville were 
granted.   That recommendation will go to the Society Board 
at its fall meeting, and presumably would be in place in time 
for the Anaheim competition.   It would mean no more 
keeping track of start of cycles, which vary from district to 
district.   The requirement would be: every man on stage 
would have to be a member of that chapter, period.   Stay 
tuned. 

 
And in our meetings -- the district C&J guys together first, 

then with the SCJC -- we covered a lot of other flotsam and 
jetsam I won't bore you with here.   But I'd be remiss not to 
congratulate the Ambassadors of Harmony on a brilliant 
performance that came within a whisker of the gold chorus 
medal!   And almost brand-new Crossroads would have had 
the quartet gold if we'd had one more round; they just kept 
climbing, and winning the hearts of the audience.  What a 
contest! 

 
It was my fourth time to judge an international, and I can 

attest I've never written so many high numbers.   How about 3 
Men and A Melody and High Definition finishing 12th and 
13th, respectively, not very many points out of the top 10?   
Great performances!  In the collegiate contest, CSD's 
Smorgaschords from Butler County Community College in 
El Dorado, Kan., finished a very respectable 17th among 22 
powderkeg quartets.   

  
As I said, whatta week! 
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CSD Judges Take Part in the 
International Contests 
  

 
DRESSED FOR FINALS:   Representing the CSD on the 
judging panel in Nashville, here all gussied up for the 
Saturday night finals, were (from left) Jim Bagby of Kansas 
City judging Presentation; Dale Comer of Lincoln in the 
Singing category; former Mason City chorus director and 
Favorite Son baritone Paul Wigley, now of Minneapolis, 
judging Music, and Music Category Specialist Kevin Keller  
of St. Charles. Kevin judged the quartet contest and sang with 
the silver medalist Ambassadors of Harmony in the chorus 
competition.     (Photo by Joann Bagby) 
 

COMEDY SELLS TICKETS 
LET US HEP YA ! 

 
Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol' Bruce 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  
HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 
(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad)  

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
 

 

Lincoln’s Dale Comer Announces 
Retirement as Music Director 
By Gerry Wirth, Lincoln President 
 

Dale Comer announces his retirement as music 
director of the Lincoln Continentals effective at the end 
of the year.   Dale has been director of the Lincoln, NE, 
chorus for twenty-eight years, taking over leadership of 
the Continentals from Lance Powell in November 1980. 
During Dale’s tenure, the Continentals were CSD 
Plateau AA Chorus Champions eight times and placed as 
high as third in the CSD Chorus competition behind the 
St. Charles and the Kansas City choruses. 

 
Dale joined the Lincoln chapter in 1976 while a law 

student at the University of Nebraska.  In 1978, Dale 
sang bass in the Chord Motor Company quartet which 
won the CSD Quartet Championship.  Dale also sang 
with Heartland which qualified to compete in the 
International Quartet contest in Atlanta, GA in 1998. 

 
Although Dale is retiring as director of the Lincoln 

Continentals, he intends to remain active with quartet 
activities, including Catalyst, and continue to serve the 
Society as a certified chorus singing judge and a member 
of the Lincoln Continentals.  Needless to say, the 
Lincoln Chapter is actively seeking a new director for its 
chorus.  Dale has been a great leader and teacher for 
such a long time; the task of finding his successor will 
be no small undertaking. The chorus is looking for 
someone who will continue the tradition of quality vocal 
production that Dale brought to the chorus. 

 
The Continentals are determined to continue to be a 

chorus of men dedicated to quality singing and enjoyable 
companionship.  Until a permanent director is located, 
an experienced director is being sought on an interim 
basis (that could turn into a permanent position).  The 
chorus does not wish to change from the direction that 
Dale has charted for 28 years.  If you are interested, or 
know of someone who might be interested in directing 
an outstanding chorus, contact chapter president Gerry 
Wirth at gw20455@alltel.net . 
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Membership is 
MORE Than Just 
Numbers 
By Dean Beckman 
CSD Membership 
 
     As many of you know, I live in 
Vinton, Iowa. Vinton is a quiet, 

pleasant community of about 5,000 people that sits on the 
banks of the Cedar River. I work at the Benton County Court 
House which sits one block from the Cedar River. On June 11 
at 10:00 a.m. the Vinton Police Department stood on the first 
floor of the court house with a bull horn announcing that all 
individuals in the court house must immediately evacuate due 
to the extremely fast rising waters of the Cedar River. The 
court house was closed for 5 days, we lost our new Sheriff’s 
Office/Jail, the town’s fire Department was flooded, the city 
Power Plant was lost and about 88 homes are lost or extremely 
damaged. Now that may sound bad but in comparison to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa City, Palo, tornados in Parkersburg, Iowa 
and Kansas communities …. Vinton’s loss is small! 
     My message is short and to the point. Barbershop is a 
caring group of men and women that reach out and help each 
other and our communities when the need is there. I know 
many of you who have helped in the devastated communities 
with clean up, providing food, clothing, labor and some 
chapters are even giving concerts with the proceeds going to 
disaster relief. We are a group of folks that truly do care about 
our brothers and sisters in harmony. In my opinion (in part), 
this is what being a member of the BHS is all about. Our good 
works allow us to reach out and be known in our communities. 
Our reaching out brings us together as unified chapters that 
can continue to build stronger chapters and growth as chapters 
can result in these good works. 
     While in Nashville, I was able to see firsthand the 
involvement the BHS is having in the city of Nashville (the 
Music City) and the impact that we are currently having, the 
acceptance we are receiving by the Music City and the great 
potential there is for the BHS for growth through our location 
in Nashville. I believe that great things lie ahead. 
    Great things are in the future for the flooded areas in Iowa 
and the areas that have been devastated by tornados. New 
growth and positive changes will surely be the result. Our 
chapters can have that same positive growth and change. 
    Thanks again to all the barbershoppers in the CSD who do 
so much in their communities in the way of charitable giving 
of time, finances and talents! 
 

 
Bulletin Browsing  

 
Bulletin Browsing will return for our Nevember issue.  Please 
continue to send your chapter bulletins to Wade Dexter, 1965 
Larkspur Dr., Liberty MO 64068 or review and inclusion to 
highlight your events. 

 

Sandbags try to protect Vinton’s new Sheriff’s Office/Jail. 
(Photo by Dean Beckman) 
 
 
 
 

Letter of Thanks from Crossroads 
 
Dear CSD, 
 

We want to take this opportunity via the Serenade to 
publicly thank the entire district for their support of 
Crossroads up to and including the week of International in 
Nashville.   

 
Needless to say, we are thrilled with our 2nd place finish, 

and we are so appreciative of the many kind words and emails 
from members of the CSD since Nashville.  We would also 
like to extend a very special thank you to the CSD Association 
of District Quartet Champions for surprising us with an 
incredibly generous financial aid package to help with the 
expenses of International.  We were truly blown away by this 
gesture and it helped tremendously.  

 
We are sorry we missed competing in the spring prelims 

due to an illness, but we plan to be competing this fall and we 
look forward to singing for you and being with you then.  We 
are fired up and focused on working hard, continuing to 
improve, and recording a CD in the upcoming year.   

 
We consider it an honor to represent the Central States 

District, and we look forward to seeing you soon.  
 
Warm regards, 
 
    Fred Farrell 
    Jim Henry 
    Mike Slamka 
    Brandon Guyton  
CROSSROADS 
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International 
Brought to You 
by Harmony 
Foundation 
By J.P. Marshall, 
Harmony Foundation 

 
Did you make it to international in the Barbershop 

Harmony Society’s new headquarters city, Nashville, this 
year?  Whether you did or not, you may be interested to know 
what programs and people made it there, due to the generous 
giving of Harmony Foundation supporters.   
 
American Harmony – The Movie 

We had our first viewing of this documentary about the 
barbershop world while we were in Nashville.  On the 
morning of Wednesday, July 2, we all headed for the Sommet 
Center to watch this movie on the big screens.  I am very 
excited about this movie and the opportunity it brings for 
people outside of our lifestyle to get a sneak peek into what 
we are all about.  In conjunction with the BHS, the HF put up 
the initial capital to fund the making of this movie, as well as 
the cost of showing it in Nashville. 

 
 
Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest 

There are a lot of people and groups who are supporters for 
this contest but the HF has always played a key role in making 
sure that all the competitors for this contest were able to attend 
and that they had a place to compete.  This year our winners 
were Ringmasters from the Society of Nordic Barbershop 
Singers (SNOBS).  They put on a great performance and 
showed how well our lifestyle has moved around the world.  
Continuing this year, the HF will fund a tour of colleges for 
some of our top collegiate quartets.  
 
The Marcsmen of San Marcos, Texas 
The Marcsmen were our first winners of the International 
Barbershop Youth Chorus Festival at this year’s Midwinter 
Convention in San Antonio.  The Marcsmen performed at 
Nashville during the Harmony Foundation Showcase. The 
YCF contest was sponsored in large by the HF and its 
supporters.  What a great way to showcase our young 
barbershoppers and their talents.  
 
These are just some of the programs the HF is continuing to 
produce to further music and barbershop throughout the world.  
If you have any questions or would like to find out more 
information about supporting this organization, please contact 
me. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Leadership Lines 
By Dan Brown 
CSLT Administrator 
 

It’s been a very hectic summer 
around Eastern Iowa this year.  
Many of us have been dodging 
tornados and flooding and our 
communities will take significant 

time to get back to normal.  I would like to extend thanks to 
our CSD brethren and fellow Iowa barbershoppers for any 
help, financial or otherwise, you have given to support our 
communities in their time of need. 

 
Your chapter board should take the time to put the officer 

nominating committee together to identify officers for next 
year.  The summer months are a good time to sound out 
potential officers, answer their questions, and familiarize them 
with the workings of your chapter.  Taking the initiative now 
prevents the “Oh my goodness, elections are three weeks away 
and we need candidates!” syndrome and allows a more 
organized approach.  Keep in mind that chapter elections 
should be held prior to the Fall Convention on Oct. 10-12, 
allowing your Secretary to get the new slate updated via the 
Society’s eBiz system prior to October 15, 2008. 

 
Information on the LEADERSHIP ACADEMY (new 

name for COTS) venues this year is on the CSD Website.  Our  

 
first session will be at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, 
KS on November 8.  The second session will be held at 
Southeast Technical Institute in Sioux Falls, SD on November 
15.  Price for this year is $35 per officer attending.  As before, 
each chapter will be responsible for their own lodging 
arrangements.  A listing of hotels will be on the website that 
will be close to the venues and will attempt to arrange 
favorable rates for those attending this training.   

 
This year, more emphasis will be placed on chapter 

planning with some sessions including the entire board.  More 
sessions will be joint sessions for various officers that will 
stress strategies for cooperation and sharing of success stories 
instead of rote teaching.  I encourage your chapters to also 
send others interested in chapter service Specific sessions and 
faculty have not been finalized as yet, but keep checking the 
web site page – under the Education tab on the CSD website – 
frequently for more information. 

 

 
 
 

Chapter Training continued on page 14 
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Chapter Training continued from page 13 
 
Chapter counselors are still collecting baseline reports 

from chapter presidents.  I have now assigned individuals to 
coordinate chapter counselors for each state to help collect 
reports, coordinate chapter visits, and coordinate chapters to 
hold POD meetings this summer.  I will address additional CC 
issues in a separate email to CSD chapter presidents.  The 
complete CC roster and the chapters they’re responsible for is 
also located under the Education tab on the CSD website 

 
Now for some personal news.  As of this writing, this is 

my final article for the Serenade as your CSLT Administrator.  
I’ve been offered an international assignment with Nestle that 
will take me to Switzerland for the next 2 or 3 years.  So while 
I’ll be gone for a short while, I will return (hopefully!) to my 
current position in Waverly and be active again with  both  my  

chapter and CSD.  The “official word” takes time but I’ve 
seen the paperwork (and all you other corporate wage slaves 
know of what I speak!), and I will be moving to Orbe, 
Switzerland in early September.   

 
My replacement for CSD CSLT support will be Mike Scott 

of Algona, IA.  Look forward to hearing from Mike soon 
about leadership training and all the other stuff.  I wish to 
thank everyone who has helped me in doing a job I love for 
almost four years and I want to especially thank those of you 
who, I hope, have been able to support your chapters with the 
help of the programs we provide. 

 
And as always, celebrate success, learn from failure, and 

keep ringing those chords. 
 
[Thanks, Dan, for your leadership.    Don Fuson] 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Society News from Nashville 
By Greg Caetano 
BHS Society Board  
PDBM CSD/ILL 
 

It was great to see so many CSD 
members and their families at the 
Nashville International Convention. The 
theme of “Homecoming” was very 
apropos. Congratulations to all of the 
competitors and award recipients. CSD 

is well represented in BHS history. 
 
Part of the International convention includes 

administration meetings for the Society leadership teams and 
District representatives.  I will share some highlights of those 
meetings as more details will be sent out during the rest of the 
year.    

 
CSD’s own Byron Myers Sr. is the chair of the society’s 

membership committee. Byron and his team brought forth 
proposals for the board’s consideration on topics of multi-year 
dues, lifetime dues, youth dues and senior dues. The proposals 
fostered some very spirited discussions and the Board voted to 
adopt one of the proposed options in each category. Contact 
Byron for more details and background information. 

 
Many attendees of the convention took the opportunity to 

tour the BHS headquarters building and see renderings of the 
interactive experience being developed for the first floor. The 
Society Board adopted the name: “Sing! A Celebration of 
Harmony” as the name of this experience. You will see some 
literature being produced to promote and support this 
enthusiastic endeavor. If you did not get to see the renderings 
of the proposed experience, contact myself or Don Fuson.  

 
In a move to educate the membership about songs sung in 

contest particularly with regard to penalty points, CEO Ed 
Watson directed the Contest and Judging Committee to come 
up with some notification on the scoring summary  to  indicate  

 
a level of penalty points were given by the judging panel. 
Hence this year’s international sheets had a footnote that 
indicated at least five or more penalty points were levied by at 
least one judge for a given song performance. The specific 
penalties are available to the competitor on their score sheet to 
help them understand why the deduction had taken place.  

 
Due to some staff changes, the newly redesigned BHS 

website was not released into public production as planned 
during the month of June. The website work is still being done 
but is taking longer as the staff is still looking for a webmaster 
to hire. Ed hopes to have this resolved fairly quickly. 

 
The Society has a new merchandising manager for 

Harmony Marketplace. Jerilyn Evans started during the 
month of June and hit the ground running with the 
marketplace setup at the convention.  

 
Ed Watson reported to the Society board that the new 

computer system has reached the same functionality as the old 
“members only” website. Ed does note that the steps and 
methods are not as streamlined as the staff would like and the 
team is looking to improve those issues.  The staff is available 
to assist you with any information you may need from the 
system. 

 
A couple of other programs are under development by the 

staff and more information will be forthcoming: a pilot 
program called “Four on the Road” to help introduce the art of 
barbershop singing to young people, and also “TAG (Teams 
for Accelerated Growth) to help our Chapters develop stronger 
musical, administrative and financial foundations. Look for 
more information in the coming months. 

 
Hope to see you at the CSD Fall Convention!!!!  Enjoy 

Harmony for Life! 



�������������������������������������� ����������	���������������������������������������� ����������
������ ������������������������������������������

HOW CAN I HELP?? 
By Don Blank,  
CSD Executive VP 
 

Everyone who  sings in a 
barbershop chorus wants the same 
thing.  They want to come to the 
meeting every week, sing, enjoy the 
fellowship, eat some treats and go 
home humming the songs that are  

rattling around in their head.  That is truly barbershop heaven. 
 
But how is all that possible?  The practice site doesn’t just 

“get itself ready”.  The music doesn’t just magically appear.  
The annual show doesn’t fall from the sky perfectly packaged 
with learning tapes, quartets lined up, ticket sold, and the 
hundred other things that need to be done, week after week, 
month after month, and year after year to keep a chapter 
going.  A group of men accepted the responsibility to do all 
the other background work necessary to make a chapter 
successful.  Sure, they would like to just walk in and sing, but 
they know without someone doing the non-singing jobs, there 
would be no singing barbershop, no chapters, no shows, or 
anything else.  So they volunteer and make it happen. 

 
Have you been asked in the last couple of years to take a 

local job?  The automatic answer is “I’m too busy”, or “I just 
want to sing–let someone else do that work”, or some other 
excuse.  There is no question that your excuse is probably 
valid, but you’ve got to remember that everyone has those 
same “valid” excuses.  But they realize, and you need to also 
realize, that if someone doesn’t accept the responsibility of 
being  a part of the leadership and volunteer force, the chapter 
will not survive.  So next time you’re asked, get involved with 
non-singing activities in your chapter–even if it’s a small job 
that doesn’t take much time.  I’ll bet you’ll find that it’s fun to 
do, and your chapter will be better for it. 

 
But take it one step farther.  The Central States District just 

completed a successful Spring meeting in Iowa City.  It’s no 
secret that events like this don’t just happen.  The Iowa City 
chapter worked for months to put this event on, and those of 
you that attended know they did a fantastic job!  But the 
convention involved many other jobs than what the Iowa City 
barbershoppers accomplished.  There were teams across the 
district that worked on housing, registration, quartet and 
chorus activities, and the multitude of other things that need to 
be done for a convention. 

 
And on the district level away from the conventions, the 

volunteer work never stops.  The district board works year 
round to make the district run as smoothly as possible.  There 
are program administrators working on every aspect of 
barbershopping to help local chapters, including counselors to 
help local chapters, aid in youth programs, membership 
assistance, help for directors, how to market your chapter–the 
list goes on and on.  And all of this is done by volunteers. 

 

The bottom line is that with the joy of singing comes a 
responsibility–you’ve got to help make it happen!  Next time 
you’re asked to take a job, do it.  And better yet, don’t wait to 
be asked.  If there is an area that you think you could help out, 
either on the local or district level, by all means volunteer.  
You’ll find that the great feeling you have after a night of 
singing can be matched by the satisfaction of doing a job well 
that keeps barbershopping alive and well both on the local and 
district level. 

How can you help?? Step up to the plate and get involved.  
You’ll be glad you did! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Florissant, Missouri Chapter 
to Celebrate 50th Anniversary  

The Florissant, MO chapter will celebrate its 
50th anniversary at its annual show on April 
3 - 4, 2009. 

We are calling upon all former members, 
family, guests and chapter fans to attend.  

If you are interested or if you know of other 
members for us to contact, please notify:  

Duaine Hechler, 314-838-5587 , 

DAHECHLER@CHARTERNET.COM 
.
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An Open Letter to the 
Central States District 
 

By John Donehower,  
Linn County Metro Chapter 
 

Greetings! My name is John 
Donehower and I am, along with Chad 
Knipfer  and Dean Sellers, a Musical 

Co-Director of the recently revitalized Linn County Metro 
Chapter of East Central Iowa.  The purpose of this letter is 
simple: we want to introduce ourselves to those in the CSD 
that may not know us and provide a few insights into who we 
are and what we are about.  Basically, we want to start things 
off with a clean slate! 

 
Officially, the Linn County Metro Chapter, also known as 

“The Twenty-First Century Vocals”, is located in the Cedar 
Rapids area.  But, in reality, we can best be described as a 
regional chorus.  Our membership, which is comprised almost 
entirely of dual members from other Eastern Iowa Chapters, 
has been meeting, usually on Saturday afternoons, once or 
twice a month for the last year.  Our membership consists 
primarily of highly motivated, but average singers ranging in 
age from 18 to 78 years old.  While we do have membership 
criteria, we are by no means stacking our group with youth or 
ringers.  We are simply aligning potential, work ethic, and 
goals, hoping to grow in numbers, spirit, craft and culture.    

 
Unlike many new competition-based groups, we view Linn 

County Metro as an “extracurricular” activity for the members 
of other Eastern Iowa Chapters and not as a “stand alone” 
Chapter.  The founders of the current incarnation of Linn 
County Metro, three of whom also serve as Musical Directors 
of the Dubuque, Davenport and Iowa City Chapters, sought to 
develop an outlet for the members of our home chapters who 
longed for a more challenging competition experience.  It is no 
secret that small chapters such as ours often have trouble 
meeting all the needs of all of our members.  Only a small 
number of singers in each of our home Chapters are interested 
in participating in chorus contests each year.  Even fewer are 
really interested in an aggressive approach to competition.  
While most of the needs of our singers are being met by our 
home Chapters, our founders felt it necessary to develop 
something new just for our “contest guys” that wouldn’t take 
any time away from our “non-contest guys”.  Further, we 
wanted the journey to contest to be as rewarding as the contest 
itself.  We believe the fun lays in the process not just the 
results.  

 
We are well aware that many competition oriented groups 

such as ours often have a reputation of stealing the members 
of  other  nearby  choruses.  (In  fact,  when  the  Linn  County  
 
Metro Chapter was originally founded in the mid-nineties, 
they had just that reputation.)  To prevent that sort of thing 
from happening in reality, or even in perception, we founded 
our new group with one unbreakable rule:  Anyone who 

becomes a dual member of Linn County Metro must continue 
to be active in their home chapter.  Anyone who drops out of 
or whose participation declines in their home Chapter is no 
longer eligible to participate in Linn County Metro.  No 
exceptions.   
 

Linn County Metro is an enhancement to what other area 
Chapters offer.  We are not an alternative to those Chapters. 

 
In order to fully comply with all of the rules regarding 

competition and dual membership, we went to great lengths to 
ensure that 100% of our competing chorus was legal on the 
contest stage.  Unfortunately, due to the continued difficulties 
at our International HQ in keeping membership records up-to-
date and ongoing flaws in the On-line “Members Only” site, 
this was a difficult task.  For example, as recently as the week 
before the contest, we found out that the membership of one of 
our singers had lapsed.  The Linn County roster listed on the 
BHS Members-Only website showed that this member was 
current until September of this year but the roster on 
Members-Only for his home Chapter showed that he had 
lapsed late last year.  Thanks to the diligence of our CSD 
contest folks, we were informed of this problem in time to fix 
this situation.  We are unaware of any other “situations” 
involving our singers and would not protest the 
disqualification of our Spring Chorus scores if this did not turn 
out to be case.  The policy of Linn County Metro has been, 
and will continue to be, to honor not only the letter of the law, 
but the spirit of the law as well.            

 
This Spring, four of our singers competed in two different 

choruses.  In the fall, seventeen of our singers (and hopefully 
more) will be competing in two choruses in the contest.  In the 
years to come, we hope to have more and more singers 
competing in multiple groups.  We hope our “competition 
spirit” inspires more of the guys in our home chapters to catch 
the contest fever.  Wouldn’t that be a great thing for the 
Central States District?  Yes, we are “yet another group” to 
compete against.  Yes, we do follow a different “model” than 
most traditional chapters.  We understand that some of our 
fellow District brothers may have misgivings about what we 
are doing.  We simply ask for patience while we demonstrate 
that our intentions and purposes are honorable.   

 
If anyone wishes more information on Linn County Metro 

(membership, policies, culture, etc.), please feel free to contact 
me via e-mail at donehower3@mchsi.com.  Thanks and sing 
well and often! 
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New ASCAP procedures 
By Mark Fuerniss, 
CSD Secretary 
 

Not having heard from ASCAP 
regarding the collection of ASCAP 
fees for performances, the Society 
Events Director, John Schneider 
has set for the following policy 

regarding ASCAP fees.  If your have/had a chapter show in 
2008, a check made out to the Barbershop Harmony Society 
for the minimum fee of $210 should be sent to your District 
Secretary (along with a separate check for the BMI/SESAC  

payments.).  The District Secretary will forward the check to 
the Society and the Society will make sure that the appropriate 
fee is paid to ASCAP.   

 
Nothing has changed regarding show clearance 

applications and BMI/SESAC licenses.  Continuing sending 
Form 3016 “Application for Show Clearance and 
BMI/SESAC License” in its entirety, (i.e. the original and its 
four copies) and check made payable to The Barbershop 
Harmony Society or SPEBSQSA to me 

 
Questions regarding the ASCAP procedure should be sent 

to John Schneider, jschneider@barbershop.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
PROBE Can Help 
your Chapter in 
Marketing and PR 
 

By Harvey Kiser, CSD VP 
for Marketing and PR 
 

Wouldn’t it be cool to have your bulletin editor and 
marketing and/or public relations officer receive a PROBE 
(Public Relations Officers and Bulletin Editors) award for 
his/her contribution and have it announced at the International 
Convention of the Society?  Contest awards are given for 
International Bulletin, On-Line Bulletin, and PROTY (Public 
Relations Officer Of The Year). 

How can a chapter’s newsletter editor and marketing 
and/or public relations officer receive this kind of recognition?   
An entrant for an award may be the chapter’s bulletin editor, 
marketing and/or public relations officer, any person who is 
actively promoting a chapter’s event, no matter the title of the 
officer, and webmaster.  PROBE membership is required for 
both the review and awards.  Submissions to the district are 
due January 1. 

There are two PROTY awards: -- 1) Year-long event and 2) 
Single event.  Single events might be promoting a chapter 
show or performance event, Singing Valentines event, the 
Blood Drive (known as Singing for Life), a Youth In Harmony 
event, etc.  PROTY submissions are to include supporting 
documentation with comments and/or explanation.  As a rule, 
men doing PR are not shrinking violets and will have files and 
records of all recent events.   

Bulletin editor entries are to include the submission of 
several bulletins.  These are judged according to specific 
criteria. Submission requirements for bulletins are available at: 
http://www.harmonize.com/probe/Contests/IBC.htm.   

 

What is the value of being a PROBE member?   
 
First, chapter bulletin editors can get ideas to include in 

their bulletins by subscribing through a Yahoo group email: 
PROBEmail-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 
Second, bulletin editors can receive mentoring and seek 

encouraging advice, one-on-one, for the long term, to improve 
the quality of the chapter’s bulletin.  Please contact committee 
chairman:  

 Grant Carson, 1118 S. Lindsay St., Gainesville TX 
76240, 214-503-7497 or e-mail: wmgcarson@sbcglobal.net.   

 
Third, A mentoring program is available for chapters who 

are considering having a website and don't have anyone 
experienced to do it.  A website contest is being considered to 
be held in the future. 

  
Fourth, each bulletin and PROTY submission for an 

award will receive an evaluation independent of whether it 
was successful.   

 
Fifth,  quarterly PROBE bulletins, PROBEmoter, are sent 

to members via email containing helpful ideas and information 
about marketing, public relations, websites and bulletins. 

 
Sixth, receive a bulletin editor or a PROTY award. 
 

What is the membership cost and where is the members 
application form?  Annual dues are $10 per person, and are 
reimbursable as a legitimate chapter expense.  The 
membership is an individual membership, not a chapter 
membership. For a copy of the membership application, go to:   
http://www.harmonize.com/probe/membership.htm Copy the 
form, fill it out and send the check and application to Dick 
Girvin ,  34888 Lyn Avenue, Hemet, CA, 92545  Questions?  
Contact David Haase, PROBE Membership VP at 563-391-
6426 or at quartetmandh@yahoo.com . 
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Need That Barbershop Fix 
By Ryan Smith 
 
Editor’s note: Ryan Smith is the son of barbershopper 
Sean Smith, member of the Linn County Metro chapter. 
Ryan experienced the joy of barbershop at our spring 
convention and decided to make it the subject of this 
Rhetoric class final paper at the University of Iowa. I think 
his reflections in the paper speak volumes about our love 
for barbershop. I think you will agree after reading the 
paper.  Due to space limitations portions of the paper has 
been edited. 

 
It was a drizzly day as I boarded the bus heading downtown. 
Through my numerous experiences taking this exact trip I can 
describe the ride with great detail. First, there were the 
windshield wipers keeping steady time as the passengers 
shook the droplets from their tambourine umbrellas. Then 
came the irregular squeaking of shoes against a wet floor, 
most readily identified as a violin in the hands of an amateur, 
and finally, for emphasis, the cymbal splash as the bus drove 
through a puddle ensuring that even the pedestrians nearby 
could not ignore our hodge-podge symphony.  

 
Yet, on this particular day I hadn't noticed any of these 

things. Instead, my ears were filled with four male parts 
singing a cappella "My Wild Irish Rose, the sweetest flow'r 
that grows / You may search ev'rywhere, but none can 
compare with my Wild Irish Rose." These male voices are the 
essence of the barbershop style of music, and the lyrics are 
from one of the barbershop "polecats" entitled "My Wild Irish 
Rose" (Olcott). 

 
The polecats are 12 songs in the repertoire of every 

barbershop singer. The name arises from the Barber Pole Cat 
program (think "cool cats down by the barber pole") that 
preached that one couldn't be a "cool cat" until one mastered 
each of the 12 songs (Smith). These polecats have been so 
ingrained in today's barbershopper that on a recent trip to Walt 
Disney World's Magic Kingdom my father was able to join the 
Dapper Dans, Disney's professional barbershop quartet 
featuring world champion barbershoppers, for a few off-the-
cuff songs without any hesitation. With these memories in 
mind, I prepared myself on the bus knowing that when I 
reached my destination, the Central States District Spring 
Convention and Contest, I would be hearing countless 
renditions of "My Wild Irish Rose" and "Heart of My Heart" 
coming from men who had never met and who shared nothing 
in common except a love for barbershop music. 

 
For me, however, the Society was nothing more than the 

overseer for the Spring Convention. The first event of the 
contest was to be the quartet semi-finals in Englert Theatre 
beginning Friday night at seven, but I had made plans to arrive 
early to the Sheraton, the official hotel, and to head to the 
theater from there. Stepping into the lobby was an uneventful 
venture. The ears that I had so fully prepped for crooning men 
were met, instead, with the low hum of conversation coming 
from the various bunches of men and their wives throughout 

the room that was only to be broken by the occasional hearty 
laugh or drop of a suitcase. Remembering my plans to meet 
with my father, I wandered into the restaurant. I saw my father 
at the bar and walked up to join him. As I took my seat I 
looked down the bar noticing the water glasses sitting in front 
of each man. The bartender seemed distant; this was not his 
typical Friday happy hour, and he knew his tips would prove 
it. While sipping from my own glass of water I was able to 
catch bits of the conversations swirling around me.  

 
"Yup, the youngest, Jenny, is gettin' married in July."  "Only 
four more years until retirement. Can you believe it?" 
"Whatever happened to that old quartet of yours? Jerry sure 
was one hell of a bass." 

 
These men at the bar, men with laminated name badges 

identifying them from Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, and 
Michigan, cared for one another and shared their lives with 
each other as well as their songs. 

 
John Hayden, a former district champion and avid 
barbershopper, echoes these sentiments. When asked what has 
kept him returning to barbershop for over twenty years he 
quickly replies "the tight harmony and the camaraderie.” Then 
he pauses looking around the room full of fellow 
barbershoppers and continues "When you sing with a guy you 
know him, and ten years later…you know him." 

 
Sadly, one of the finest displays of the brotherhood of 

barbershop was the result of tragedy. In August of 1997, 
barely two years removed from winning a gold medal at the 
international contest with his quartet Marquis, barbershopper 
Randy Chisolm died suddenly after a seemingly mundane 
scratch became infected. He was in his mid-forties. Still in his 
prime, this was a huge shock to Marquis's fans and a blow to 
barbershoppers everywhere. 

 
My father had known Randy on what, by most accounts, 
would be called a casual basis. Randy had coached my father's 
chorus a few times and sung with him once or twice. In 1995, 
before winning gold, Marquis had come to Cedar Rapids for a 
show. My father was given the task of picking them up from 
the airport, showing them to the theater for sound check, and 
ensuring that they were taken care of during their weekend 
stay. Undoubtedly, the men of Marquis had come across 
innumerable helpers such as my father during their tours 
across the country. 

 
Two years later, just a few months before Randy's 

untimely death, the international convention was held in 
Indianapolis. Through the crowds of people my father had 
noticed Randy across the street, but accepting their 
relationship as business for Randy, did not flag him down. 
Much to his surprise, he heard his name yelled from across the 
street.  Randy had noticed him and came running across the 
street with a big smile on his face. He greeted my father with a 
great hug and wanted to hear how everything had been going 
since they had last spoken. 

 
Barbershop fix continued on page xxx 
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Barbershop fix continued from page xxx  
Randy's wake was held near Dayton, Ohio less than ten 

weeks later. The drive was more than eight hours, but my 
father was determined to make it. Upon arriving at the funeral 
home my father had to follow the line of mourners out the 
door and around the block to find the line's end. He waited 
nearly four hours to say his goodbye exchanging stories with 
the barbershoppers from across the country that had met 
Randy and telling stories to those that never had the chance. 

 
More than a decade has gone by, and my father still gets 

choked up when speaking of that experience. The emotion 
most strongly takes him when he recounts a certain memory 
from his trip. His voice quivers as he says "I pulled into the 
parking lot far away from the funeral home. As I got out of my 
car I noticed Paul Gilman, another member of Marquis, across 
the lot. He walked straight up to me and fell into me, crying in 
my arms. I had felt I was on the outside of it all, and he pulled 
me straight into the middle." Such is the life of a 
barbershopper. 

 
As important as the fraternity of barbershop is, what first 

inspired all barbershoppers was the music, and I was cast 
headlong into it later that Friday night. Of the 18 quartets 
participating in Friday night semi-finals ten would advance to 
the finals on Saturday. The quartets knew their chances when 
the stepped on stage, resulting in the top quartets coasting by 
while those fighting for the last qualifying spots over-reached 
themselves. The night had few exciting moments, but I was 
assured that Saturday would bring many more. 

 
The competition began Saturday morning at 10:30 with the 

chorus contest. The spring convention hosts the small chorus 
competition, and the choruses ranged from the mid-teens to 
about forty men in size. The chorus competition employed 
more choreography than the typical quartet would use, and the 
choreography, when poorly done, can be quite distracting. The 
added men of the chorus resulted in a lost blend of all the 
voices, also very distracting. Again, high points were hard to 
find. However, my father's chorus, Twenty-First Century 
Vocals, had provided a few and managed to win second place 
for their efforts. 

 
Still, the allure of barbershop had yet to solidify itself in 

me, that is, until the quartet finals. Many quartets sang the 
polecats.  They sang them strong and fierce, and barbershop 
began to tighten its hold on me. One quartet full of younger 
singers ventured away from these classics opting instead to 
perform songs in a doo-wop type style. Their music was 
entertaining, but it was missing a certain something that all of 
the other quartets had. That something was a major-minor 
seventh chord, a chord built by taking a three-note major 
chord and adding a seventh above the root. Those well-versed 
in music theory will understand this; the rest of us can only 
hear it. But it is a chord so easily recognizable and distinctly 
barbershop that it has come to be known as the "barbershop 
seventh" (Henry). It is the chord that turns a man singing 
Journey in his car into a barbershopper. 

 

I was baptized into this obsessive chord search later that 
evening as High Definition, the eventual Central States 
District winners, took the stage. Where these chords really 
come to life is during the tag or end of the song. During their 
first tag High Definition's bass, Adam Veteto, steps to the 
front, spreads his feet into a wide, sturdy stance, and throws 
his head back belting a note as loud as he can.  The other three 
voices then join in doing the same until the whole room is 
ringing. The barbershop seventh rings off of the ceiling, off of 
the back walls, and off the bald head seated in front of me.  

 
The four singers hold on for dear life until they can't sing 

anymore, and just like that it is done. As surely as the well 
sung "Ave Maria" moves one to tears, a ringing barbershop 
seventh sends chills down even the most skeptical of spines. 

 
John Hayden calls the above phenomenon the "lock and 

ring." I told my father that I planned to use this phrase in my 
paper on barbershop.  He replied, "If you don't, you missed the 
whole point." For all barbershoppers, the fascination begins  
and ends with a simple, yet hard to produce, ringing chord. It 
is just like golf. One spends hours whacking at the ball from 
the rough or down in a bunker waiting for the one time that 
they connect perfectly and the ball lands just where it was 
intended. For the golfer and the barbershopper, that one 
time is worth all of the effort. 

 
A few weeks have passed since the convention, and I find 

myself drawn to barbershop music. A nagging has crept into 
me, and it grows stronger at the end of a long week. I allowed 
myself to be vulnerable when I created a "Barbershop" playlist 
on my iPod and am admitting defenselessness now that I must 
listen to it. I figure my best chance at saving face among my 
roommates is to shut myself in my room and turn the 
barbershop on while I clean and fold laundry. They have never 
ventured to join me for this time before, and I expected to hide 
my addiction this way. 

 
Initially, I thought that I was embarrassed by barbershop 

music, a feeling legitimized by the Harvard Dictionary of 
Music's description of barbershop as "banal" and "oversweet" 
(qtd. in Snyder 20). Yet, I came to realize, banality can be a 
valuable commodity. Familiarity and predictability are always 
comforting. Furthermore, oversweet may be too sweet, but it 
can be forgiven because it is sweet at all. And, despite my 
most vehement denial, sometimes a little sweet is exactly what 
I need. I realized that I wasn’t embarrassed by barbershop; I 
just felt no need to boast about it. Sadly, in my ego-driven 
world, the two had come to feel almost the same. 

 
The spring convention ended, as all barbershop events do, 

with a song. All of the men stood together to sing the Society's 
motto, a song that if you read it once won't be remembered 
much past the next day's lunch. But, and I welcome all 
challengers, hear it once and you will never forget it.  "Keep 
the whole world singing all day long. / Watch goodwill come 
awinging on a song. / Smile the while you are singing. Carry 
your part. / Keep a melody ringing in your heart" (Dikiema). 
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What’s 
Coming 
Up and 
Where? 

District and Society Calendar 
Chapter Secretaries:  Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) along with the chapter check made out to the Barbershop Harmony 
Society to Mark Fuerniss to request a show date. 
 

                      2008/2009 Chapter Shows 
 
Sept. 20 - Leavenworth, KS, Nettie Hartnett School(2 shows) 
October 4 - Olathe, KS,  Bell Center. 
October 4 - Mitchell, SD,  Corn Palace.   
Nov  8 - Elkader IA ,  Elkader Opera House(2 shows) 
November 22 - Winner, SD, Westside Elementary School 
November 30 – Beatrice, NE, Hevelone Center 
December 6 - Kansas City, MO, Unity Village, (2 shows) 
December 12 - 14 – St. Charles, MO Touhill Theater (5 shows) 
December 13 - St. Louis #1, Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO. 
December 20 - Florissant, MO, Florissant Civic Center (2 shows) 
March 7 - St. Louis Suburban, St. Ann’s Community Center. 
March 27-28 - Fremont, NE, Fremont High School 
April 25 - Des Moines IA, Hoyt Sherman Place 
May 2 - Topeka, KS, Fairlawn Church of Nazarene (2 shows) 

 
Society Events 

January 25 – February 1, 2009 -�Mid-Winter Convention 
Pasadena, CA 

June 29 – July 4, 2009 – International Convention, Anaheim, CA 

Reserve these CSD Dates 
 

2008 - October 10-12 – CSD Fall 
Convention, CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 

November 8 – COTS - Lawrence, KS 
November 15 – COTS - Sioux Falls, 

SD 
 
Future CSD Convention Dates 
 Year Spring  Fall 

2009 April 24-26 Oct 9-11 
2010 April 16-18 Oct 8-10 
2011 April 8-10 Oct 7-9 
2012 April 20-22 Oct 12-14 

 
For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed 
approximately November 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Kansas City MO 
Permit No. 1215 


